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       Jim Brogan

I would like to thank all of the membership for giving me the opportunity 
to serve as President of our organization.  It is certainly an honor to serve 

in this position and represent such a focused membership who are all so 
dedicated to sustain and grow our interests in miniature books.  I also 
want to extend a personal thank you to Stephen Byrne, our past presi-

dent who has guided us for the last four years, ‘Well Done, Stephen.’ 
    Our Board is fully staffed: Cherry Williams is our new Vice-President, and 
Christina Amato and Todd Sommerfeld are our two new Members-at-Large.  And 
while keeping you informed about people and jobs; Donna LaVallee is our MBS 
Membership coordinator and Stephen Byrne will continue to serve as the ap-
pointee for Student Grants.  The Board is fully engaged in several major projects 
that I have outlined in my ‘monthly membership memo’.  I have chosen to use 
the monthly message to keep everyone informed about the ongoing workings of 
the organization.  
   Through my collection of keepsakes, I continue to visit Conclaves both recent 
as well as past and reflect on them.  The keepsakes are one of those things that 
I always enjoy at the Conclave Auction as it affords me a look into the lives of 
our members. The 2018 Conclave will be held in Charlottesville, Virginia.  Rick 
Hill is busy getting things in order for this important event.  Rick will certainly be 
reaching out to all of the members requesting their support for the Conclave and 
many planned activities, including the Auction.
    Our most important duty as a member of the MBS is to grow our organization 
through the expansion of our membership roster, especially with young biblio-
philes.  There are several ways that we can grow our fine organization.  Some 
involve coordinated ‘outreach activities’ such as our Student Grant and our Book 
Competition projects.  Equally important is the work that each member can initi-
ate to promote the genre of miniature books.  Local libraries and schools are great 
places to facilitate an exhibit or lecture about miniature books.  Bookshops are 
another great place to meet people who are interested in books and would prob-
ably be very interested in miniature books.  We certainly have a broad group of 
members who can help you with ideas and perhaps guide you along to ‘make it 
happen’.  Please take a few minutes to think about these possibilities, as they are 
the seeds that grow membership, for sure.
    In closing, I am always glad to hear from members about their thoughts, sug-
gestions, and advice or any problem that you may want to communicate to me. 
Please feel free to send me an email message, EMAIL: jbroganMBSpres@gmail.
com or by telephone, 908.803.5647.  Thank you, and have a wonderful holiday 
season with your family and friends.

2016: The Lilliput Oval Saloon Collection, 
Parts I & II 

2017: The Library of  a Gentleman Collector 

2018:    Your Collection Here 

1233 Sutter Street : San Francisco, CA 94109 
415.989.2665      pba@pbagalleries.com 

www.pbagalleries.com 

SPECIALISTS IN EXCEPTIONAL BOOKS & PRIVATE LIBRARIES AT AUCTION 
BOOKS - MANUSCRIPTS - MAPS - PHOTOGRAPHS - WORKS ON PAPER  

For more information on consigning,  
please contact our miniature book specialist: 

Gregory Jung 
415-989-2665 or greg@pbagalleries.com 

Auctioneers & Appraisers 
 

“As an MBS member you automatically become a member of the Fellowship of American Bibliophilic Societies 
(FABS) and are eligible to attend their functions. The FABS Newsletter, published semi-annually, is available for 
download on their website:  www.fabsocieties.org.  MBS will no longer be including a hard copy of the FABS 
Newsletter in our mailings due to the cost of postage.  If you cannot access the FABS website, please email Jim 
Brogan, (jbroganmbspres@gmail.com) regarding receiving a hard copy of the FABS Newsletter.”

BREAKING NEWS:  FABS 
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The Amazing Oakland
CONCLAVE
The San Francisco area celebrated the 
Summer of Love and that celebration cer-
tainly extended to the Oakland Conclave.   
Conclave Hosts, Dorothy and Susan Yule 
produced a flawless meeting for the 65 
Conclave attendees.
    The Yules gave each 
attendee a fab- ulous keep-
sake called “Bay Bridges 
in a Nutshell.”   And it just 
kept getting better after that.  With excellent 
press coverage, the Yules insured that the 
Book Fair would see record crowds mill 
through and buy from a larger than usual 
number of dealers.   They added their 
own fun touch before the banquet with a 
photo booth (results on page 5.)

Award Winners

Norman Forgue Award 
Caroline Brandt

Anderson-Yarnell 
Award

Cathie Abney

The Glasglow Cup
Tony Firman

Distinguished Book Awards 
went to Bay Bridges in a Nut-
shell by Dorothy and Susan 
Yule (pictured above.)  Silver 
Brocaded Satin Damask by 
Rie Sato and Yellow by Sue 
Higgins Leopard

Conclave banquet 
speaker, Julie Chen.

Top Above:  Shocked amazement overcomes 
Karen Howell’s face as she realizes that the 
end of Pat Sweet’s latest artistic creation is a 
tiny globe.  Howell saw it at the Book Fair.

Above:  Determination to bid and to win  
shows on the face and the number one bidding 
paddle of Erica Clew during the Saturday eve-
ning live auction.   

A royal chain of office is 
presented to outgoing MBS 
President Stephen Byrne by 
Pat Carnearven-Smith who 
made it with Tony Firman.

Thirty five years of Conclaves give  
fond memories for long-time friends 
Rev. Joe Curren and Caroline Brandt.

Keen interest in 
miniature books 
show on the faces 
of three of the gen-
eral public as Arno 
Gschwendtner ex-
hibits a 1770 book 
on flagalation, Mei-
bomii’s De Flagro-
rum USU in Re 
Veneria.

Intricate sewing  means fine 
motor skills and lots of pa-
tience.  Father helps son and 
friends help friends as Todd 
Sommerfeld offers assistance to 
Wendell while across the room 
Jan Becker and Gail Faulkner 
help one another.  All were part 
of Judith Serebrin’s “Miniature 
Pamphlet and Decorative Sew-
ing on the Spine” session.
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A lifetime of collecting and another lifetime 
of selling what you collected can be daunting 
even for former MBS President, Eileen Cum-
mings.  Cummings sets up just some of her 
4,700 miniature books for the Book Fair (see 
her ad on page 23)

The encyclopedic knowledge of Arno Gsch-
wendtner never ceases to impress Reverend 
Joe Curran and Caroline Brandt as he shows 
the pages printed on silk at the Oakland Li-
brary.       (More on that book below.)

Top Above:  Past and Present Presidents of 
The Miniature Book Society:  TOP ROW:  
Neale Albert (2001-2005), Jim Brogan (2017-  ), 
Mark Palkovic (2009-2013),  Stephen Byrne 
(2014-2017), Rev. Joseph Curran (1993-1995),  
BOTTOM ROW: Msgr. Francis Weber (1985-
1987), Caroline Brandt (1989-1991), and Eileen 
Cummings (2005-2007).

Above:  The allure of small things is the sub-
ject of British journalist and author, Simon 
Garfield, as he interviews Caroline Brandt 
during the banquet.  Garfield has written 17 
popular non-fiction books.  The Guardian 
called Garfield ‘the thinking grown-up’s fa-
vourite teacher.’  His book should be available 
in 2018.  

Above Left:  The librarian in a different 
Library is always fascinated by what she 
finds.  University of Virginia, curator, Molly 
Schwartzburg, explains the significance of 
Peter Thomas’ 2005 Miniature Leaf Books to 
Nina Mazzo.  The book was one of only six in  
a special edition bound in leather and housed 
in a box with marbled paper. 

The thrill of that first miniature book is 
shared with bookseller, Elaine Brogan, and 
one of the hundreds of members of the public 
who attended the Book Fair.  The young lady 
left with her first miniature book. 

An ultra-rare copy of “Ta Tou 
Pindarou Olumpia. Ex Edi-
tione Oxoniensi”  The Odes of 
Pindar is printed on silk with 
the edges hand stitched to pre-
vent fraying.   One of a handful 
of copies known to exist.

Arno pointed out 
the extreme rarity 
of this unique vol-
ume printed in 1754 
by Foulis Press 
of Glasgow.   Go-
ing price is around 
$5,500.  
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IT WAS HOT; that Sunday, Sep-
tember 4, way back in 1983.   Six-
ty-one people from as far away as 
Scotland descended like a swarm of 
hungry locusts on the Melody Lane 
Farm near Tipp City, Ohio.   
   “We were surrounded by woods 
and corn fields, it was hot and you 
could hear the cicadas singing in 
the trees,” said year one attendee, 
Rebecca Bingham.  
    The local volunteer fire depart-
ment auxiliary had to come in to 
feed the hungry throng of miniature 
book zealots; there were so many.
   The day before 26 collectors of 
miniature books had met at the 
Holiday Inn in Englewood and or-
ganized The Miniature Book Soci-
ety.  
   The farm of Miriam Owen Irwin 
of Mosaic Press would become the 
place of miracles and myth on that 

Sunday as the group of publish-
ers and collectors joined forces for 
the first meeting of the MBS.  Glen 
Dawson presided over that first his-
toric gathering.  Glen’s wife, Mary 
Helen, christened  the infant gath-
ering The Grand Conclave.  
   Thirty-five years later it is magi-
cal to think of being in the same 
location with such legends as Daw-
son, Blau, Cunningham, Forgue, 
Macdonald, Massmann, Pruch-
nicki, Raheb, Schori, Thomas, 
Weber, Yarnell, Adomeit, Curran, 
Bingham, Levitan, Lindemann and 
Mrs. Achille St. Onge.  
   From that hot cornfield flourished 
a vibrant assemblage with a pas-
sion for miniature books or in Mary 
Helen’s words: A Grand Conclave.

More Than Corn Grew That SummerPlanting the seed for the MBS

Six of the founding members take time at the 
Oakland (Grand) Conclave to take a picture. 
Standing:  Rev. Joe Curran, Rebecca Bingham,  
Donna and Peter Thomas. Seated: Monsignor 
Francis Weber and Caroline Brandt (this was 
Caroline’s 35th consecutive Conclave.)

New Orleans Conclave 2005Toronto
Conclave
      2003

How many MBS members can you name 
from these two Conclaves?

Holding court and talking books was some-
thing that Ward Schori (left) loved to do.  The 
legend on the right in green is Ruth Adomeit 
and next to her Norman Forgue.  WOW! The plaque that commemorates the founding 

of the Miniature Book Society was approved 
for purchase by the MBS board on June 29, 
1984. In 1989 Miriam Owen Irwin once again 
hosted a Conclave, this time in nearby Cincin-
nati, Ohio.   It was there that MBS presented 
the bronze plaque commemorating the found-
ing of the society. The farm was sold and an 
institution was built there called Aileron which 
holds retreats for budding entrepreneurs. They 
retained the plaque and it still has a place of 
honor mounted on the wall in their executive 
office building.
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Ray Williamson’s Greatest Conclave Photography 

17 Years and Three Cameras of Memories
We barely saw him.  He quietly hid 

behind his Canon digital camera 
for the past 17 years snapping pictures 
of some of our most inspiring and emo-
tional moments.   And that was the way 
Ray Williamson liked it; silent, hidden, 
but powerful.
    It all started in 2000 when Eileen Cum-

mings invited Barbara Williamson, 
Ray’s wife, to attend the Rutland, 
Vermont XVIII Conclave.   
   “Barbara wanted photos of ev-
erybody and every tiny book she 
saw.”  Ray said.  “People we knew 
only by their book publishing or 
collections.  Gracious, generous 
friends were so welcoming.” 
    Ray was our eyes and now our 

memory of such notable events as Bob 
Massmann as he taught his humorous 
workshop, Barbara Raheb as Neale Albert 
presented her with the Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award at the New Orleans Con-
clave, and Joan Knoertzer in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan as she was shocked to receive 
her copy of a 16th-century style book she 
had commissioned.  Ray was there and 
captured the emotion and drama.
   But it didn’t stop there:  Competition 
Catalogs, Newsletter (Barb was the Edi-
tor) photographs, pictures of tiny books 
and Conclave after Conclave.
   It is no wonder that in 2016 during the 
McKinney Conclave, which Ray and 
Barb hosted, that they were both honored 
with the Glasgow Cup.     

Conclave times means old friends unite for Mar-
nie Flook, Frank Anderson, Jeanette Anderson, Su-
zanne Pruchnicki and Paul Pruchnicki.

Tears of joy stream down Joan Knoertzer’s face as 
she is shocked to see the miniature book that noted 
medieval artist, Randy Asplund has for her.   Kno-
ertzer had commissioned a book she had written, 
Jeanne D’Arc,  to be illustrated and made in the 
16th century style.   She was unaware that the book 
was finished when Asplund presented it to her.  In a 
note Knoertzer wrote to photographer Williamson, 
“Thank you so much to Ray Williamson for saving 
this picture.”

The Lifetime Achievement Award is presented to 
Barbara Raheb by president, Neale Albert. 

Not all of Ray’s photographs were of serious mo-
ments.   Lifetime Achievement Award winner is put in 
her place by Pat Pistner at the New Orleans Conclave.

Thousands of pictures documented friends sharing 
some time together.  Caroline Brandt enjoys a session 
with Eloise and Bob Massmann. 

Multi-talented Peter Thomas  performs his signature ukulele 
complete with ukulele Hawaiian shirt.  According to Paul Deve-

nyi in the October 2005 Newsletter, “Peter Thomas deliv-
ered a talk that was informative, entertaining and totally 
hilarious at the same time - an after-dinner speech, the 
likes of which we never heard had before!”   Of course, 

Peter Thomas is better known as the other half of Peter 
and Donna Thomas, the creators of some of the MBS’s 
member’s favorite miniature books and a number of 
the nation’s most honored fine books.

 
The Glasgow Cup is presented ‘to a member who has 

shown a special dedication and above all, friendship to the 
membership, and who keeps alive that special spirit so evi-

dent at our founding in 1983’ so says the description of 
the award.  In 2015 it wasn’t just one member but 

two, Ray and Barbara Williamson.  Barb for 
her years as the Editor of the Newsletter 

and Ray for his photographs.  In 2005, 
the Williamsons were also honored 
with the Anderson-Yarnell Award for 
significant contribution to the MBS.
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Saturday morning activity will include 
your admission to Thomas Jefferson’s 
home, Monticello.  Conclave attendees will 
have the cooler morning to take a special 
tour of the house, visit the gardens, learn 

about slavery, visit the Monticello grave-
yard, view exhibits and film, and shop at 
the gift shop which is full of books and Jef-
ferson related material. 

Conclave XXXVI

Charlottesville
Nestled close to the Southwest 
Mountains and The Blue Ridge 
is Charlottesville.  Home to Mon-
ticello and The University of Vir-
ginia the quiet town offers the 
Conclave a large downtown area 
that is closed to traffic and full of 
shops and restaurants.  It is liter-
ally outside the back door of the 
Conclave hotel, the Omni.  The 
2018 Conclave theme is “I cannot 
live without miniature books” and 
will emphasize our passion for our 
collections and our friends.

Right outside of the back door of the Con-
clave hotel is the The Downtown Mall.  It is 
a vibrant collection of more than 120 shops 
and 30 restaurants housed in the historic 
buildings on and around old Main Street. 
Enjoy dining al fresco at a number of fine 
restaurants, shop at any of the unique bou-
tiques or meander by flowing fountains. 

Charlottesville is surrounded by 40 work-
ing wineries.  On Monday you are on your 
own and you may chose among a winery 
tour, a trip by train to Washington D.C. or 
car trip to Colonial Williamsburg.   Or rent 
a car and explore the nearby Shenandoah 
Mountains and the many fruit stands with 
local apple cider and fruit preserves.  

The University of Virginia was estab-
lished by Thomas Jefferson and today it is 
the proud home of our very own Caroline 
Brandt’s expansive collection of miniature 
books.  Dr. Molly Schwartburg, co-host for 
the Conclave and Curator at the UVA Li-
brary, will create two special displays of 
the miniature book collection and provide 
a narrated tour.  The UVA is conveniently 
accessed by a free trolley service which 

stops right outside of the Omni Hotel and 
drops you off right in front of the UVA Li-
brary.  Saturday night will be totally free 
for you to enjoy time with old friends and 
take advantage of the excellent cuisine in 
one of the 30 restaurants right outside your 
Conclave hotel.  On this special weekend, 
Virginia’s motto will officially become 
“Virginia is for lovers of miniature books.”   

August, 10 - 12, 2018
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Conclave XXXVI

Charlottesville
Nestled close to the Southwest Moun-
tains and The Blue Ridge is Charlot-
tesville.  Home to Monticello and The 
University of Virginia the quiet town 
offers the Conclave a large downtown 
area that is closed to traffic and full of 
shops and restaurants.  It is litterally out-
side the back door of the Conclave hotel, 
the Omni.  The 2018 Conclave theme is 
ìI cannot live without miniature booksî 
and will emphasize our passion for our 
collection and our friends.

Intrigue
Dram

a

Capital Hill Press 
   In Conjunction with Conclave XXXVI Productions               

Miniature Mayhem at Monticello
The exciting Rick Spade sequel to The Mystery of the Cuneiform Tablet

Available ONLY at the Charlot tesv i l le Conclave

Explosive    Miniature         Book Action

The Executive Board approved the need to 
draw a clearer line between our two types 

of membership designations. 
   Our two designations are ‘Personal’ and 
‘Company’.  First: 
         DUES ARE NOT CHANGING! 
The only things affected are how you are list-
ed in the Yearbook and on our website ‘Re-
source’ page.
   Personal Membership: For one  or two peo-
ple residing at the same address.
Your listing will be as follows:
 Person #1
 Person #2
 Street Address
 City, State, Zip code 
                           or International equivalent
 Country
 (1)  Person #1 Phone Number
 (1)  Person #1 Email Address
   You will be listed in the MBS Yearbook al-
phabetically by the last name of Person #1.  As 
this is a personal membership no business in-
formation will be listed in the MBS Yearbook 
main directory or under ‘Company/Organiza-
tion’ or on the web site ‘Resource’ page.
   Company Membership: For active business-
es, organizations, and libraries.
Your listing will be as follows: 

 Contact Person
 Company Name, Company Type 
                    (Dealer, Publisher, Binder...)
 Company Street Address
 Company City, State, Zip Code
                           or International equivalent 
 Country
 Contact Person Phone Number
 Company Phone Number
 Contact Person Email Address
 Company Email Address
 Company Web site Address
   You will be listed in the MBS Yearbook al-
phabetically by the last name of the Contact 
Person, if none is listed, by Company Name, 
as well as, under ‘Company /Organization’ 
by Company Name with the Contact Person 
name.  On the website ‘Resource’ page you 
will be listed with full contact information. It is 
our goal to update the MBS ‘Resource’ page to 
provide hot links to your business.
    If no Contact Person Email Address is listed, 
please be aware, you will not receive MBS 
news and updates via email. 
   Two notes: no other breakout section of the 
Yearbook is affected and any public institution, 
such as a library, will not receive a copy of the 
MBS Yearbook to keep our member’s personal 
information private.

  
 

 

Meet Your MBS Board

Jim Brogan
President

Cherry Williams
Vice President

Cathie Abney
Treasurer

Gail Faulkner
Secretary

Christina Amato
Member-at-Large

Todd Sommerfeld
Member-at-Large

Darleen Cordova
Member-at-Large

Michael Garbett
Member-at-Large

Board Clarifies Personal / Business Lines
Grateful Nation Celebrates No Increase in Dues

Miniature Book Society 15
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Do you know the weight of a linear 
foot of lead piping of one inch bore 

and a wall thickness of ¼ inch?      I don’t 
suppose that many people do. I didn’t un-
til I saw it in one of my miniature books, 
Spons’ Tables and Memoranda for En-
gineers.
   The first copy I found of this book, 
which is just 2 ¾“ by 1 7/8”, is dated 

1916, and I became fascinated with 
the vast amount of information in 
such a small book. That fascination 
led to me creating a sub-collection 
within my library of miniature 

books. I looked for similar items and 
found that Spon was not the 
only publisher to 
make these books of 
tables, which cover 
many trades. The 
earliest I have come 
across is a Spons’ 
Engineers’ Tables 4th 
edition 1881, though the first 
edition was 1878. (Bondy p. 151) E. 
& F. N. Spon were based in London, and 
in New York published under the name 
Spon & Chamberlain. The tables were 
created by J. T. Hurst, and include areas 
such as blasting and tunnelling; labour 
on stonework; limes, cements and mor-
tars; paper hangar, sound etc etc. 
   My investigations led me to find several 
other titles, with subjects from sanitary 
engineers to farmers, surveyors and land 
agents. I have one which gives English 
measurements with French equivalents 
(from  1893), and an automobile engi-
neers’ tables from 1936. These were by 
a number of publishers, although some 
were directly associated with Spons.
    The only example I have which is 
specifically US published is “Useful In-

formation for Business Men Mechan-
ics and Engineers. It was published by 
Jones and Laughlin Steel Corporation. 
At 85mm x 55mm it is slightly larger 
than my usual 75mm limit, but it is in 
brand new condition with gilt edges all 
round and in a slipcase, a welcome addi-
tion to the collection. It is the 20th edi-
tion of 1942, though I’ve not been able 
to find any earlier editions.
   I find these little books fascinating in the 
amazing variety of detail found in them. 
I also hope, for the sake of the composi-
tor, that they were photo reduced from 

larger books. A magnifying glass is 
sometimes needed 
to read the tiny text 
on the pages.
   Spons still pro-

duces books of tables 
today, under The 
Taylor and Francis 
publishing company, 

but they are in a larger format. 
I have been unable to find out when ex-
actly they stopped the very small books, 
my most recent was published in 1936.
   My collection now extends to 24 differ-
ent editions / titles. If you know of other 
similar publications I would be pleased 
to hear about them.
   And the answer to my initial question? 
The weight of a linear foot of lead piping 
of one inch bore and a wall  thickness of 
¼ inch is 4.61 pounds. Not that we use 
lead pipes so much now, but I can find 
out about copper, zinc, brass, steel and 
cast iron pipes in the same book.

Stephen Byrne

An often overlooked miniature book sub-genre

Cailee Adamson
20 W. 72nd Street #1408
New York City, NY 10023
917-686-4932
caileeadamson@gmail.com

Greg Anton
6589 Gillis Drive
Almaden, CA 95120-4626
408-268-9495
gregjanton@sbcglobal.net

Cheryl Ball
795 Arguello Blvd
San Francisco, CA 94118
510-502-6378
csmiles@gmail.com

Kristi Conley
170 North 11th Street
San Jose, CA 95112
408-712-4039
kristiconley@gmail.com

Jane Lenz Elder
12111 Landlock Dr.
Dallas, TX   75218
214-385-3442
jelder@smu.edu

Renata Gallao
Tamandare Street, 688
Sao Paulo, SP, Brazil
01585-000
5511 956 18 6314
renata.gallao@gmail.com

Simon Garfield
41 Shirlock Road
London, NW3 2HR
United Kingdom
simon@simongarfield.com

Lesta Isley
3800 Fairway Circle
Las Vegas, NV  89108
702-890-4975
lestaisley@gmail.com

Asa Nakata
1667 29th Avenue
San Francisco, CA  94122
415-521-6047
asanakata@gmail.com

Eleanore Ramsey & 
Andrew Nadell
2821 Jackson Street
San Francisco, CA  94115
415-812-0123
eleanore.ramsey@sbcglobal.net

Cynthia Naples
283 Wareham Rd
Marion, MA  02738
617-861-7344
clownseatkids@yahoo.com

Louis A. Pitschmann
3500 N Lake Shore Drive,
 Apt 23A
Chicago, IL  60657
205-310-2957 
loua6800@comcast.net

Abby Schoolman
332 East 84th Street
New York, NY  10028
917-612-0693 
abby@abbyschoolman.com

Beth Stockdell
2295 N. Creekwood Ave.
Fayetteville, AR  72703
503-329-6881
beth@stockdell.com
   
Jocelyn Stoody
1698 Hunters Way
Bozeman, MT  59718
928-300-6760
josstoody@gmail.com

Barbara Zubrick
6 Starview Drive
Oakland, CA  94618
650-888-3522
zubydo7@yahoo.co

Renewed Members:

Robert F. Orr Hanson
12200 Academy Rd. NE, 
 Apt. 1222
Albuquerque, NM  87111
Founding Editor & Publisher of
Microbibliophile, 
1977-1997

Wendy Painter
10151 University Blvd. #202
Orlando, FL  32817
919-619-1653
wppainter@gmail.com

Address Changeabouts:
Karen Nyman 
7835 Rush Rose Drive #124
Carlsbad, CA  92009

April Powers
8631 CR 4902
Wolfe City, TX  75496

Sharon Sharp
PO Box 24385
Winston-Salem, NC  27114
336-999-8787
sharphandmadebooks
       @gmail.com

Email Changeabouts:

Miriam Irwin
kirwin@cinci.rr.com

Karen Nyman 
karennyman2@gmail.com

Telephone Changeabouts:
Karen Nyman 
760-944-3019

Karen Nyman Miniature Books
7835 Rush Rose Drive #124
Carlsbad, CA  92009
karennyman2@gmail.com
760-944-3019

Changeabouts
New Members:

The Big World of Small Measurements
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Remembering
Miniature Book SocietyFRIENDS

Dennis Kellett

Dennis Kellett was born on 
December 11, 1927 in Lancashire, England.  
He was married for forty years to Jan Kellett, 
the publisher of miniature books under the De 
Walden Press name.  
   For two years he served in the Royal Navy 
of Great Britain.  After leaving the navy, he 
entered Leathersellers’ College in London and 
studied Leather Chemistry.  The College of-

Gary Ganske

Gary Ganske was born on June 
15, 1943 in Portland, Oregon.  He was the hus-
band of Karen (Dawson) Ganske and the son-
in-law of publisher Glen Dawson.  
   Ganske lived in Portland until 1965 when 
he graduated from Portland State College.  He 
moved to Santa Barbara, California to attend 

Kenny Sweet

Beloved husband of Pat Sweet 
of Bo Press.  Sweet was born 
in Madison, Wisconsin in 1946.  

He received a master’s in political science and 
psychology from The University of Wisconsin. 
   He worked for the California Department of 
Children’s Services where he retired.  He per-
suaded his new wife, Pat, to take early retire-
ment from The University of California.  She 
said, “It was the smartest thing I ever did.”

  He was always proud of Pat’s exceptional 
work for Bo Press.  “He was afraid to even 
touch the books I made, even though I told 
him they weren’t that fragile.”  Pat said.
   He had a passion for golf, wine, classic cars 
and Hana, the dog he shared with Pat.
   He is survived by his wife, Pat.  He passed 
away on September 18, 2017 at the age of 71.  
Three weeks after his death Pat Sweet’s moth-
er, Adrianna Paine, also passed away.

1946~2017

fered both theoretical and practical instruction 
in handling leather of all descriptions with 
workshops equipped with the latest machin-
ery for practical work and laboratories for 
experimental work.  He then studied at Leeds 
University.
   After extensive education in leather working, 
he established a leather processing company.  
After retirement, he moved to Canada.

graduate school.  There he met his wife-to-be 
Karen Dawson.  He received his PhD in math 
from Oklahoma University.
    The Ganskes moved to Spokane, Washing-
ton and then to Nampa, Idaho where he was 
a professor at Northwest Nazarene University 
for 34 years. 

1927~2017

1943~2017

Remembering
Miniature Book SocietyFRIENDS

Suzanne 
Pruchnicki
Bronte Press

Suzanne Pruchnicki was one of only 34 found-
ing publishers of miniature books to attend 
the organizational meeting of The Miniature 
Book Society and to join in 1983. She pub-
lished under The Bronte Press name.
    She began publishing miniature books in 
1977 along with Elmira Smith Wilkey and 
continued for 33 more years in Manteno, Il-

linois.  What made Bronte Press notable 
was that most of the illustrations were 
original and hand-colored by one of the 
publishers.
   In 1991 Pruchnicki wrote a full size 
book, Illustrating Handmade Books, 
Particularly Miniature Books.
   She was the art director at Bishop Mc-
Namara High School in Kankakee, Il-
linois from 1964 until her retirement in 
1984. 
    She is survived by her husband, Paul.  
She passed away peacefully on August 
28, 2017

1929~2017

Gordon
Rouze

Arm & Hammer
Press

Gordon Rouze was a lawyer from Sugarland, 
Texas.  He received a Bachelor of Science de-
gree from University of Nebraska and a Juris 

Doctor degree from South Texas College of 
Law. During the World War II, he served in 
the U.S. Marine Corps. For more than 30 
years he was employed by National Steel 
Products Company.  
    In 1941, he established the Arm & Ham-
mer Press.  Later in life he started publish-
ing miniature books.  Under the imprint Arm 
and Hammer Press, he published nineteen 
titles in small editions. 
   Rouze passed away on July 27, 2017. 

1927~2017



The Dutch Handbookbinding Foundation 
(Stichting Handboekbinden) announced 

that Lang Ingalls, a 
new member of the 
MBS was awarded 
the First Prize in 
their International 
Miniature Book-

binding Competition.  Ingalls, 
who lives in Crested Butte, 
Colorado, travelled to the Neth-
erlands in October to accept 
the prize.
    Ingalls competed against 155 
miniature book submissions.   All 
books had to adhere to the Bondy norm 
of 76.2 mm limitation (three inches.)
    Her binding technique was ‘reliure à 
cru’ with flexible covers.  The cover is 
red goatskin which was perforated.  The 
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Issued in March, July, November. Items for pub-
lication, including advertising material, should be 
sent to the Editor.  Publication deadlines are: Feb-
ruary 1, June 1, October 1.  Payment for advertising 
should be made to Miniature Book Society Inc. 
and sent to the Treasurer:  Cathie Abney / 3105 
Milton Road / Middletown, Ohio 45042-3656.
  The Miniature Book Society is an international 
nonprofit organization founded in 1983 and char-
tered by the state of Ohio, USA. Its purposes are 
to sustain interest in all aspects of miniature books, 
to provide a forum for the exchange of ideas, and 
to serve as a clearinghouse for information about 
miniature books.
     Website: https://www.mbs.org
     Board of Governors for 2017-2018
          President: James Brogan
          Vice-President: Cherry Williams
          Secretary: Gail Faulkner
          Treasurer: Cathie Abney
     Members at-large:
          Todd Sommerfeld      Michael Garbett
          Darleen Cordova       Christina Amato
Membership in the Society is open to all inter-
ested individuals, organizations, and institutions 
Membership dues in United States dollars: $40.00 
individual/couple for USA members, $45.00 in-
dividual/couple for Canadian members; $55.00 
individual/couple outside North America. Corpo-
rate membership: $50.00 (USA), $55.00 (Canada), 
$65.00 (outside North America).
Membership inquiries and dues payments:
Membership Coordinator
    Donna LaVallee
    178 Brewster Street
    San Francisco, CA  94110
    415-648-1382
    donnaMBSmembership@gmail.com
Membership dues paid via PayPal:
      cathieMBStreas@gmail.com
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Send ads to:
Rick Hill

9290 Tower Side Drive, Apt 406
Fairfax, Virginia 22031-6038
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$50
$30

Newsletter Editor
     Rick Hill
     9290 Tower Side Drive #406
     Fairfax, VA  22031
     972-345-3619
     mbsnews@cox.net
Preferably submissions should be made electronically, by 
e-mail or disk. Attachments in Microsoft Word for text, 
or PDF  and JPEG for images are preferred. Articles in 
the Newsletter do not necessarily express the views of the 
Board or of the Editor.  Any article without a byline was 
written by the editor of the MBS Newsletter.
Deadline for the next issue    April 1, 2018
Printed by Alliance Printing & Mailing Services

Lang Ingalls Awarded First Prize
International Miniature Bookbinding Competition

pattern progresses from a single dot on 
the back which comes together on the 

front lid in a cluster.  This was 
representative of the require-

ment to adhere to the story 
“The Island,” by Geert Mak.
    After six rounds of judg-
ing, Ingalls’ book was unani-
mously awarded first place.   
In explaining their decision, 
the judges said, “The winning 
miniature book is characterised 
by its extremely elegant design. 
A sober design in 

the colours of Am-
sterdam. Beautiful head-
bands. The execution of the 
goatskin binding has been 
very delicately and taste-
fully realised.”
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THE MICROBIBLIOPHILE©

A Bimonthly Journal About Miniature Books
 and the Book Arts, since 1977

The Microbibliophile
P. O. Box 5453

North Branch, NJ 08876
Try a single issue $7.00

First-class postpaid

Subscription & Advertising Information:
editor@microbibliophile77.com

  

      The
Eileen Cummings’

Collection
Selling 4,700 

Miniature Books

email 
minibooksforsale@gmail.com

for an Excel© file  or 
numbers file for Mac 

of miniature books for sale.

“More Miniature 
Books for sale
than you can carry”

www.TonyFirmanBookbinding.com

The Beggar’s Opera

A miniature replica
of the 1729 original.
All the text (reset in
readable type) and

the musical score, plus
illustrations for the

costumes and sets for
the 1921 revival!

All for only $50.

Unique hardcover miniature book housed in a box with fossil. Published by REM Miniatures, 1995. 
Cloth boards, hand-colored paper illustration on front cover in the form of a mechanical birdcage that 
opens out from cover when tiny string is pulled. Limited to 155 copies, this is #108 as noted on colophon 
and paper band around book. Book is in one compartment in the box, fossil in another. Paper titles to 
box. Everything in excellent condition. Book is flawless and Fine.

From the Depths of the Sea to 
the Bluebird of Happiness in 
only 300,000,000 Years
  ~By Robert E. Massmann - $107

25% Discount for 
MBS Members

Message Triangle Books
and tell them you are a member 

to get this discount.
www.triangleheadbooks.com

Find 100s of exceptional
        Miniature Books at our

           Store 

Trianglehead_Books

Merry Christmas
and

Happy New Year



Miniature Books
 at Oak Knoll

Take 20% off when you shop online!
Enter MINI20 at checkout to redeem.

Browse our stock of over 1,300 books at
www.oakknoll.com/mini

Personalized quotes and catalogues available upon request.


