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Stephen Byrne

President’s Message 

The world of miniature books is always an interesting one, 
and often throws up unexpected circumstances or happenings. 
For example, when I first started collecting miniature books 
some fifteen years ago, I bought one off the Internet, and when 
it turned up there was an embossed stamp on the endpaper 
with “Earlsheaton Vicarage, Dewsbury”. That was an absolutely 
amazing coincidence, because that was the house in which I 
grew up and lived until my early twenties. That was also the 
house where, years before, I found my first miniature book 
– Walkers  “A Key to classical pronunciation, Greek, Latin and 

Scripture” dated 1828. It was secreted under the floorboards in the attic together 
with some other fascinating books. I still have it.  I am sure many others have had 
similar experiences, and it is the thought that one day you may come across a very 
special miniature book which keeps many of us in the hunt. Have you had such an 
experience? Why not write about it for us all to share in the Newsletter?

Conclave is fast approaching, and all those who are registered to attend will be 
getting excited at the thought of meeting old friends, making new ones, and enjoying 
the city of Amsterdam. You will find more information elsewhere in this issue, as well 
as a voting slip. Please do exercise your right to vote, by returning the slip either by 
mailing it or emailing it to Gail Faulkner. The Annual General Meeting is usually an 
interesting event, with discussion covering the running of the MBS. If you have any 
burning issue you would like to have discussed, please do contact me in time for 
inclusion on the agenda. I know from experience that there is a myriad of detail and 
behind the scenes work which goes un-noticed by attendees in order to make things 
run smoothly, and I have to thank Tine Krijnen for all her hard work in organizing this 
year’s Conclave. 

Editor’s Note:

The Amsterdam Grand Conclave will soon be upon us. Have a great time in this 
lovely city of culture and books. Have you ever wondered if the art of letterpress 
will continue in all its glory and beauty? This discussion is at the heart of miniature 
book publishing.  Please read the article by letterpress printer, Paul Ritscher, on his 
professional and personal history and letterpress experience, particularly as it pertains 
to his own miniature book publishing, Half Penny Press. This article is so rich with 
content and great photos, that we will publish Part One in this issue and Part Two in 
the the November 2015 issue.
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~ CONCLAVE INFORMATION ~

The 2015 MBS Grand Conclave XXXIII will be held at the 

Bilderberg Garden Hotel, Dijsselhofplantsoen 7, Oud Zuid BJ Amsterdam 
Friday, August 7 - Monday, August 10, 2015 

Hotel Arrangements:  We have secured an excellent Conclave group rate of € 139 per 
night with various room configurations. The special group rate will be in effect from August 
4-11. Hotel reservations can be made by using the Hotel Reservation Form on the MBS
website.  You can fax, email or snail mail it to the Bilderberg Garden Hotel.  The group rate
is in effect as long as there is availability in the hotel.

Hotel amenities include free WiFi, mini bar, telephone, flat screen TV, in-room safe, desk, 
seating area, coffee and tea facilities, bath with overhead shower and a hair dryer.  Valet 
parking is available for an extra charge. The hotel is also pet friendly for an extra charge. 

The Bilderberg Garden Hotel is about a 25-minute taxi ride from the Amsterdam Airport 
Schipol; fare is approximately € 40 and about a 20-minute taxi ride from the Amsterdam 
Central train station (€ 30).

Conclave Registration:  Only $250 per person; go to www.mbs.org for registration form. 
............................................................................................................................. ....................... 

DEADLINES 

Conclave Registration: July 7; mail check & registration form (available online) to: 
Karen Nyman, 702 Rosecrans Street, San Diego CA 92106 

Bilderberg Garden Hotel: ASAP; see contact info above. 

Auction Items: July 7;  proceeds benefit MBS; please mail items to:  
Cathie Abney, 3105 Milton Road, Middletown OH 45042 

Silent Auction Items: July 17;  proceeds split 50/50 between donor & MBS; mail to: 
Karen Nyman, 702 Rosecrans Street, San Diego CA 92106 

Keepsakes: July 17;  MBS welcomes all keepsakes; mail to: Jim Brogan,
53 Dreahook Road, Branchburg NJ  08876 OR Tine Krijnen, 
Kerkebuurt 163, Berkout 1647 ME, Netherlands 

Complete information and forms are on the MBS website:  www.mbs.org. 

QUESTIONS?   Contact Tine Krijnen at info@miniatuurboekbinden.nl 
or Karen Nyman at karennyman2@cox.net. 

~ CONCLAVE PROGRAM ~ 
(A detailed packet of additional info will be emailed or snail mailed 

to all attendees by July 25) 

Thursday, August 6 (Pre-Conclave) 
7:00 pm Dinner at Dal Barone on Beethoven Street, a short stroll from our hotel.. 

Board Meeting  
Friday, August 7
10 am to noon 
2:00 - 5:00 pm Registration 

Self-guided tour of Amsterdam (we will provide maps with interesting 
theme routes) 

6:00 - 7:00 pm Cocktail Hour with Cash Bar
7:00 - 9:30 pm Dinner, Book Swap, and Silent Auction 

Breakfast 
MBS Annual Membership Meeting 

Saturday, August 8
7:00 - 9:00 am 
9:00 - 10:00 am 
11:00 - 5:00 pm Bus tour of two museums in the Hague - The Meermanno Museum and 

the Koninklijke Bibliotheek. Lunch will be on your own.  At the  
Meermanno Museum, the guide will show us the wonderful Thurkow 
Library, not only opening the cabinet, but also showing us the most  
interesting books inside it. We will get a sightseeing tour of the Hague 
on the return trip to the hotel. 

8:00 - 9:30 pm Dessert Buffet and Auction with Michael Garbett 

Breakfast 
Book Fair for MBS members only 
Book Fair open to the public 
Cocktail Hour with Cash Bar  

Sunday, August 9
7:00 - 9:00 am 
9:00 - 11:00 am 
11:00 - 4:00 pm 
6:00 - 7:00 pm 
7:00 - 9:30 pm Awards Banquet with Sit-down Dinner  

Guest Speaker  Mr. Rens Top from the Meermanno Museum will talk 
about their two miniature collections. 

Breakfast 
Monday, August 10
7:00 - 9:00 am
9:00 - 5:00 pm Optional Bus Excursion to the Zuiderzee Museum.  The tour bus will  

take us to Hoorn, then a steam tram to Medemblik and a steamboat  to 
the museum; $60 per person. 

....................................................................................................................................................  
Tine Krijnen, Conclave Host
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I suppose that I was always meant to be a printer. An early memory, when I was 
probably five or six years old, was of a Linotype slug cast with my eldest sister’s name 
on it. She had gone with my father to a local newspaper, and the Linotype operator 
took a shine to her, and cast her name on a slug. I thought it was the coolest thing I 
had ever seen. When I was seven or eight, and the country was celebrating the Civil 
War Centennial, I tried to draw posters from the period pictured in history books. I was 
co-editor of my high school newspaper, and worked on the yearbook, which gave me 
my first experience in an actual print shop – limited as it was. In my early twenties, I 
finally had the opportunity to work in a few small print shops, and not long after found 
a job in a four-color offset shop that specialized in advertising work, with quick turn-
around. It was there that my real printing education began. It was a union shop, and I 
went through the four-year apprenticeship program in two years. 

   A few years later I found myself working in small shops in Nashville, Tennessee, 
where I had relocated from the Midwest. I was working up the street from a century-
old poster shop named Hatch Show Print, which used wood and metal types to print 
large window card posters. As I got to know the two old men at Hatch, I jumped at the 
chance when an opportunity arose for me to work there. The owner at the time was 
selling old types and blocks to help pay the rent, and I realized how important the 
shop had been in printing posters for the small tent shows and theatre revues around 
the South. They also printed posters for the Grand Ole Opry for many years and much 
of the surviving material at Hatch documented that history. I talked to a former owner 
and convinced him to buy it back and let me run it, 
which I did for almost four years. 

   I continued to print posters for myself for the 
next twenty years using the name Ritz Sho-Card 
Company, first in Nashville, then relocating in 1995 
to a small town outside of South Bend, Indiana, 
while my wife was working on her master’s degree. 
We then moved to Santa Cruz, California, while 
she worked on her doctorate. I continued to make 
posters until 2005, when back injuries made it 
impossible for me to continue. Around that time I 
started teaching book-arts classes and letterpress 
printing at the Cowell Press, Cowell College, 
University of California Santa Cruz. In 2007 we 
moved close to Monterey, on the other side of the 
bay, where I continue to study and print at my own 
private Devil’s Tail Press, which I had started in 1996 
while in Indiana.

   I had printed some small pamphlets for a 

Long Live Letterpress 
or Making the World a Better Place, 

One Press at a Time!
by Paul Ritscher
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by Paul Ritscher

friend while still in Tennessee, and while living in Indiana I had access to the wealth of 
information in the Hesburgh Library at Notre Dame University. In two years I read my 
way through the section on private presses and book-arts. Learning of my interests, 
one of the special collection librarians suggested that I visit James Lamar Weygand 
whose home was about forty miles from ours. My first visit to his home was supposed 
to last for an hour or two, but my wife, fearing that I had driven off the road, called 
me there almost nine hours later! Seeing his work wasn’t my first experience with 
miniatures, but he communicated to me the pleasures of private press printing, and 
with the acquisition of my first hand-press I intended to follow his lead. 

   I printed my first miniature, PB’s Bug Book in 1998, and another, Her Face, My Heart 
in 1999, both using the Devil’s Tail Press imprint.  Life intervened, and I found myself 

lured back into making posters for a living, 
putting the private press interests on a back 
burner for a few years. About that same time I first joined the Miniature Book Society, 
but let my membership lapse due to other demands. I didn’t print another miniature 
until 2007, titled Prayer for Peace, and for that book I first used the Half Penny Press 
imprint, which I plan to continue using for my miniature books. Not long after moving 
to Santa Cruz I met Peter and Donna Thomas, and had visited their workshop and 
paper mill. Peter has offered valuable suggestions about making miniatures, which 
I appreciate very much. Very few miniature book printers have produced so many 
editions, with such a variety of texts, types, and bindings.

   When I closed my poster shop in 2005, all of my equipment went into storage for 
over a year, but for a small Albion handpress (see front cover photo) and an Adana 
Horizontal Quarto press that I was able to use at home. It wasn’t until we moved near 
Monterey that I was able to get my shop out of storage and start the long process of 
sorting and reorganization – a process that I am still going through. With all of the 
types I owned at the time, I realized that few were really suitable for miniature books, 
so the search for six and eight point hard foundry types started in earnest. 

(Continued on page 18)
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ASAO HOSHINO:  
Master Japanese Craftsman

Some of the finest, most precise, intricate and tightly finished modern miniature books 
ever produced anywhere were made by Mr.Asao Hoshino of Tokyo, Japan.

His books were made in the 1970s and 80s and remain to this day the unsurpassed 
pinnacle of miniature book craftsmanship.

Hoshino was introduced with an article in MBN 42 (September, 1980), when he was 54 
years old, and portions of his story bear repeating:

“Mr. Hoshino… was originally fascinated with printing and publishing at an early age. He 
held a career as a magazine editor, newspaper reporter, and then as a magazine illustrator.

“About 10 years ago Mr. Hoshino was captivated by an “Old Foreign Books Exhibition” 
of beautiful Byzantine jeweled bindings that he unexpectedly chanced to see at a 
department store in Tokyo. This wonderful exhibit “turned on” Mr. Hoshino, and, as he tells 
it “A flash ran through my brain: Oh, I want to make miniature books like that.”

The book as an artistic object and a masterpiece of workmanship appealed to him. At 
that point he began studying how to make and bind miniature books. Five years later, in 
1976, he brought out his first work, The Life of A Man, with text, drawings and binding, all 
done by Hoshino. He then retired from his job and devoted full time to making miniature 
books, with one assistant (his wife).

By 1980 he had produced 13 works, several in English, others in Japanese or both. 
Usually 150 copies were made of each book, some with deluxe copies.  Sadaharu Oh was 
an exception because of its popularity in Japan, and 1,000 copies were made. Sadaharu 
Oh at that time was the home-run king of the baseball world, with 805, 50 more than Hank 
Aaron in America.

“Except for printing, Hoshino constructs the entire book himself
--- illustration work, page layout, folding, paper cutting, full gilt edging work, leather 

crafting, and the jewelry fashioning work. His wife Sachko is very skillful with folding and 
thread sewing. All of this process takes place in the 2 room working place of their small 2 
story house…

“… The books are all hand leather bound, some with gilt tooling or embossed covers. 
All edges of the pages are gilt. Most issues have a genuine gold bar applied to the front 
cover (and/or the slipcase) indicating the number in the edition. One book (Sadaharu Oh) 
has been bound in a solid sterling silver cover (and even a very few were bound in gold), 
and 5 copies of the Tales of a Book have been bound with a jewel inlaid in the front cover.”

And in 1980 Hoshino produced the smallest miniature book yet, titled Ant, a twenty-
page marvel measuring 1.4 mm square, housing two Japanese nursery songs, entitled 
“Ants” and “A Train.” One can imagine what it took to construct this sensation that was 
made in 200 copies. You can read more about this marvel in MBN 44 (March, 1981).

By this time his story appeared in the Japanese press and TV.

MINIATURE BOOK NEWS

Julian I. Edison, Editor

8 ST. ANDREWS DRIVE  •  ST. LOUIS, MO  •  63124

NO. 156  - July - 2015
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ASAO HOSHINO 

I first heard of Asao Hoshino from Kal Levitan, while I was at his house hunting mostly for doll 
house size miniature books. 

I was attracted by his generous use of color and by the wonderful boxes which housed his 
deluxe editions, made of paulownia wood. 

ASAO and his wife Sachiko started making miniature books in 1976. 

The Hoshino books were made in large regular editions, usually 200, and in smaller deluxe 
editions, usually 40 or 50. With two exceptions "The Red Shoes" and "Kwaidan" they are all in 
the Japanese language.  Most include colored leather onlays and small embedded gems. The 
deluxe books bear the number of the edition on a gold plaque. 

Kumo-no-Ito (the Spiders Thread, was described by Hoshino as bearing the world's smallest 
pure gold image of Buddha. 

The Ants, published in 1980, was described in the Guiness Book of World Records as the then 
smallest book in the world. 

Anne Bromer visited Kal several weeks before I did.  She purchased many of the Hoshino 
deluxe editions, which she put in her catalog 93 (items 74 through 93).

According to Anne, the book Red Shoes, which was published in 1983, was Hoshino's favorite 
book. 

Some of the titles of the books are amusing. For example, "Anata Hyaku Made" means honey I 
hope you live until 100.  Gide-no- Kuno means the anguish of Andre Gide. 

The last Hoshino book was published in 1989, after Sachiko had passed away. There is an 
unconfirmed rumor that the reason no more books were published after that was because 
Sachiko, and not Asao, had in fact made all of the books. 

Neale M. Albert 

Neale Albert, a past President of the Miniature Book Society, has been a major collector 
of Hoshino’s books. He has put together a presumably complete list of all of Hoshino’s 
works, never published before.

Neale wrote a preface to his list. This follows below, followed by the list itself. 
Because of its length, it has been shortened, but includes some details. For a full list, 
including descriptions of both regular and deluxe editions, you may email Neale at  
nma815@yahoo.com or me at jiestl@mac.com.
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ASAO HOSHINO:  MINIATURE BOOKS 

1. Amuse For Collection, The.

	 By Haruo Umeda, 1983; Edition of 150 books [N # 51]; plus special 
edition of 40 books, 1-3/16” x 1-5/16”, 106 pp.

	 Special edition bound in green goatskin with four color inlay.  
Matching slipcase with inset plaque of silver, gold and cloisonné 
enamel.1

2. Ants, The.

	 By Baokusui Wakayama,1980; Edition of 200 books [N # 16],                  
1-1/8” x 1-1/10”

	 This “parent and child” set of miniature books was recorded as the 
world’s smallest book in the 1982 Guinness Book of World Records.  
The “child” book measures a mere 1.4 millimeters square, and 
contains two Japanese nursery 
songs entitled “Ants” and “A 
Train.”  In addition to providing 
an enlarged version of the “child 
book, the larger book also explains 
how the book was made.  The set 
is accompanied by a magnifying 
glass.  The larger book is in dark 
green gilt-stamped leather and 
on the cover is a silver inset where 
the “child” book is housed.  In a 
matching slipcase, blind-stamped 
with “overseas edition.”*

3. Bochan (Little Boy).

	 By Soseki Natsume.1979; Edition of 150 books [N # 112], 1-3/4” x 
1-5/8”, 319 pp. 

4. Book of Tea, The.

	 By Tenshin Okakura.1988; Edition of 150 books [N # 61]; plus special 
edition of 50 books [N 20], 1-1/2” x 1-3/8”, 159 pp.

	 Special edition bound in fur-brown morocco set with a tea branch, 
with Japanese characters in relief.  A smaller gold plaque is set onto 
the silver one.  Matching leather slipcase with a portrait of the author 
in silver relief.  
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5. Books and I.

	 By Jugaku Bunsho,1978; Edition of 150 books [N 150]; plus special 
edition of 20 books, 1-1/8” x 1”, 128 pp.

6. Chiisaki-Mono-E (To Little Children).

	 By Takeo Arishrma, 1984; Edition of 150 books [N # 44]; plus special 
edition of 50 books, 1-1/4” x 1-1/16”, 127 pp.

7. Constitution of Japan, The.,1977; Edition of 2100 books, 30mm x 30mm, 128 pp.

8. Dreams, Ten Nights., By Soseki Natsume,1987; Edition of 150 books [N # 73]; plus 
special edition of 50 books [N # 43], 1-9/16 x 1-1/6”, 127 pp.

9. Haha-O-Kouru-Ki (Notes of Adoring and Loving Mother)., By Junichiro Tanizaki, 
1981; Edition of 240 books [N # 115], 1-1/16” x 1-1/16”, 192 pp.

10. 982 Haiku, By Matsuo Basho, 1979

	 Edition of 150 books [N # 60]; plus special edition of 75 books,               
1-1/2” x 1-1/6”, 127 pp.

	 Special edition bound in golden brown morocco with a two-color 
enamel inlay and gold characters.  Matching slipcase with a gold 
title-plaque and, relief, a silver statuette of the seated poet.  Housed 
in a paulownia wood box.*

11. Hon Gigoku (The Hell of Books). By Bunsho Jugako and Aseo Hoshino, 1980; 
Edition of 150 books [N # 42], 1-1/8” x 1-1/8”, 128 pp.

	 Japanese language.  Portrait as frontispiece.  

12. Ichiaku-No-Suna (A Handful of Sand)., By Takuboku Ishikawa, 1982; Edition of 200 
books [N # 12]; plus special edition of 44 books, 1-1/8” x 1-1/8”, 160 pp.

	 Text in Japanese, illustrated with a frontispiece photograph of the author.  

13. Izu-Dancer.

	 By Yasunari Kawabata, 1981; Edition of 200 books [N # 152]; plus 
special edition of 44 books, 1-1/16” x 1”, 192 pp.

	 Special edition bound in black morocco, with leather inlays in four 
colors and gilt title.  Matching slipcase with round inlaid gold plaque 
which reads “Nobel Prize Winner” in English.*

14. Jimmy Carter. Inauguration speech of Jimmy Carter, 1978; Edition of 150 books [N 
# 140], 1” x 1”, 96 pp.

	 Japanese and English text.  Bound in brown leather; gilt edges; “JC” is 
silver tooled on spine and on cover.
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15. Japanese Copyright Law., 1979; Edition of 150 books [N # 80], 1-3/16” x 1-3/16”, 128 
pp.

16. Jodo Sanbukyo (Sutra of Amitabha). Buddha, 1984; Edition of 150 books [N # 40]; 
plus special edition of 80 books; plus presentation for temples edition of 100 
books, 1-1/4” x 1”, 223 pp.

	 Special edition bound in gold-colored textured rice paper, with a 
gold plaque framed in silver and red cloisonné enamel.  Matching 
slipcase with an oval silver plaque with the name “Amitabha” in red 
enamel, on which sits a tiny gold statuette of a meditating Buddha.  
Housed in a box of kiri wood.*

17. Kanashiki Gangu (Melancholy Toy). By Takuboku Ishikawa, 1982; Edition of 170 
books [N # 193]; plus special edition of 30 books [N # 4], 15/16” x 1/2”, 128 pp.

18. Kirishitohoro-Shounin-Den (St. Christopher). By Ryunosuke Akutagawa, 1991; 
Edition of 150 books [N # 45]; plus special edition of 50 books [N # 4], 
1” x 1”, 128 pp.

	 Special edition bound in brown goatskin stamped in red and gold, 
with an 18-karat gold figure of Christ on the Cross on the front cover.  
Silver slipcase with cloisonné enamel cut away to expose the crucifix 
and red tooled characters.  Housed in a paulownia wood box.*

19. Kumo No Ito (Spider’s Thread)., By Ryunosuke Akutagawa, 1982; Edition of 150 
books [N # 42]; plus special edition of 40 books; plus non-limited pendant edition, 
3/4” x 7/8”, 58 pp.

	 Special edition bound in green leather with a recessed panel 
containing a tiny 18-karat gold image of Buddha.  Green leather 
slipcase with a silver face of a guardian god, with cloisonné enamel in 
three colors, and a gold spider; blind tooled characters on front; gold 
tooled characters on rear.*

20. Life of A Man, The. By Asao Hoshino, 1976; Edition of 800 books [N # 98], 
3/4” x 1-3/4”, 192 pp.

	 No text, carton illustrated.  Bound in tan leather; title blind tooled on 
cover with a silver “o” ornament.

21. Kwaidan (The Story of O-Tei)., By Yagumo Koizumi, 1978; Edition of 150 books,    
1-1/10” x 1-1/8”

	 Japanese and English text 
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22. Mamehon (Miniature Books – Julian Edison), By Julian Edison, 1979; Edition of 150 
books [N # 90]; plus special edition of 30 books; plus another special edition of 3 
sets of 3 books, 1” x 1”, 128 pp. Portrait illustration of Edison.

	 Japanese language; bound in black leather with characters and “JIE” 
gold stamped and blind tooled on front cover and spine matching 
slipcase.

23. Man Who Was Revenged, A., By 
Sanjugo Naoki, 1987; Edition of 150 
books [N # 150); plus special edition 
of 50 books [N # 4], 1-3/8” x 1-1/4”, 
127 pp.

24. Old Coins of the World.. By Asao 
Hoshino, 1977; Edition of 300 books,  
22mm x 22mm, 192 pp.

	 Book consists of 
160 drawings of old 
European coins with 
Japanese and English 
descriptions.  Bound 
in black leather, with 
“coin” stamped on 
spine and front cover.

25. Old Couple, An., By Ogai Mori, 1986; 
Edition of 150 books [N # 67]; plus 
special edition of 75 books [N # 34], 
1-1/4” x 1-1/4”, 127 pp.

26. Old Enemy, New Friend., By Isao Imaida, 1979; Edition of 150 books [N # 47]; plus 
special edition of 12 books; plus 4 author’s books, 1-5/16” x 1-1/4”, 207 pp.

	 Japanese and English texts..
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27. Rashomon.. By Ryunosuke Akutagawa, 1977; Edition of 150 books [N # 85], 
1” x 7/8”, 160 pp.

28. Rekugo-No-Ro (One Old Man Who Loved Reading). By Sensui Shoji, 1978; Edition 
of 170 books [N # 40], 1-7/8” x 1-1/2”, 128 pp.

29. Sadaharu Oh. By Sachio Yamada, 1978; Edition of 250 books (not 1,000) [N # 41]   1” 
x 1”, 160 pp.

	 The text in Japanese is illustrated with two portraits of Sadoharu Oh, 
who was considered to be the Babe Ruth of Japanese baseball, and 
several leaves of colorful Japanese rice paper have been inserted 
throughout.  In a sterling silver binding embossed with Japanese 
characters and ornamental borders on the front, and a floral design 
on the rear.*

30. Sanshou Dayu (Sangho, The Bailiff ), Ogai Mori, 1983; Edition of 200 books [N # 76]; 
plus special edition of 40 books [N # 9], 1-1/8” x 1-1/8”, 192 pp.

31. Song of Songs, From the Old Testament, 1979; Edition of 100 books [N # 63]; plus 
special edition of 20 books, 7/8” x 3/4”, 128 pp.

	 Japanese and English texts.  

32. Showa Hirohito Tenno (Emperor Hirohito of the Showa Era), 1989; Deluxe edition 
of 250 books [N # 10], 1-7/8” x 1-5/8”, 220 pp.

	 Japanese text.  Actual photograph of the Emperor tipped in as a 
frontispiece 

33. Story of a Book., By Sensui Shoji, 1977; Edition of 150 books [N # 131],                   
1-1/8” x 1”, 160 pp.

34. Red Shoes, The., By H. C. Anderson, 1982; Edition of 150 books [N # 100]; 
plus special edition of 40 books; plus non-limited edition of pendant books,                        
1” x 1”, 128 pp.

	 With text in English and Japanese. 

35. Tales of Oan, The, By Asao Hoshino, 1991; Edition of 150 books [N # 67]; plus 
special edition of 75 books, 1-1/2” x 1-1/4”, 127 pp.

	 Special edition bound in black leather with red characters.  A genuine 
gold coin of the Keicho period is set into the cover.  Matching slipcase 
with a sterling silver plaque with a relief portrait of Oan as an old 
woman housed in a paulownia wood box.*
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36. Tannisho (Notes Lamenting Deviations),By Yushinbo, 1989; Edition of 150 books [N 
# 59]; plus special edition of 50 books [N # 26], 1-1/8” x 1-6/8”, 134 pp.

37. Vita Sexualis, By Ohgai Mori, 1980; Edition of 220 books [N # 42]; plus special 
edition of 20 books, 1-3/4” x 1-1/2”, 256 pp.

	 Japanese language; portrait of author. 

38. Walt Whitman Anthology, Translated by Takeo Arishma, 1979; Non-limited 
pendant edition, 7/8” x 7/8”, 128 pp. 
 
 

Most of Hoshino’s books were printed entirely in Japanese, with a few including 
English. All are the highlights of superb craftsmanship of bindings. Most are bound 
in different colors of polished leather, with gilt stamping, and then fit into matching 
slipcases. The number of the edition is stamped in gold on the book itself or, 
surprisingly, on an actual gold bar attached to the book or the slipcase!! Several books 
were produced in small deluxe editions as well.

Photo of 8 Hoshino miniature books, taken from a Japanese publication. Note the gold 
bars on the front cover of several books with the number in its edition.
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Susana López del Toro, Madrid, Spain
MBS: Could you tell us a bit about your 
background, education, profession or hobbies as 
they relate to miniature books?

Susana: I have always been interested in the 
world of books and literature. My father was 
a printer.  I had an uncle who was an artistic 
bookbinder; in my family, we are all great readers. 
I am a journalist and have been editor of the 
Spanish edition of Cosmopolitan magazine 
for 18 years, dealing with the issues of culture, 
society and work. Currently, I am a professional 
in the textile sector. I have three female fashion 
boutiques.

MBS: We know you make incredible dioramas. Is 
this how you became acquainted with miniature books?

Susana: My big hobby, besides reading, is miniatures, in all their facets. I collect 
miniatures in general and miniature books in particular. My first miniature book, 
inherited from my grandfather, is a commemorative edition of “Philobiblon” of Richard 
de Bury. This book has a peculiar history. In 1946, the well known and respected 
Spanish editor (Aguilar) wanted to celebrate the success of his collection of books 
called “pot”, publishing the “Philobiblon” similar to that collection, but smaller. He 
did it to give away at Christmas to customers and friends. My grandfather was one of 
those so gifted. People liked it so much, they decided to publish an Aguilar edition 
every year in the same size.  Now there are many collectors in Spain of these little 
books, “baptized” “Crisolines”  (diminutive in Spanish · Crucible). “This is the book that I 
inherited from my grandfather and with which I began my Collection.

MBS: Do you publish miniature books or collect them? If so, what kind of miniature 
books do you look for?

Susana: I am a collector and have about 3,000 miniature books; 30% written in 
Spanish. When circumstances permit, I organize exhibitions with them. My show is 
called “The Library of Lilliput”. I also organize other exhibitions with my collection of 
pop-up books and my dioramas on the world of books and literature. Another of my 
hobbies is the creation of a “Roombox” or diorama inspired by books or book trades. 
This exhibition is called “The Imagined Literature.” I have made about 50 dioramas 
and I have acquired some from other miniaturists. Other collectors and “micro” artists 
contribute to my exhibitions by lending their works for the exposure.

MBS Member, Susana López de Toro
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I prefer older editions of 
miniature books; especially 
in Spanish. I do not rule out 
any language if the book is 
attractive. I usually make a 
record of each. If written in 
Spanish, French, Italian and 
Portuguese, I also read them. 
I like to collect beautiful 
bindings of contemporary 
publishers. I collect books 
with a “curious” component. I 
have a predilection for those 
who have “a back story” with 
dedications, anecdotes and 
unique attributes, although 
not beautiful or old.

MBS: You live in Madrid, Spain. Are there many miniature book publishers in your 
country?

Susana: To my knowledge, there are 3 principal collectors of miniature books in Spain: 
Me; The architect Alexander Parres; and, the notary Manuel Garcia Fuentes. Manuel is a 
magnificent editor and award-winning publisher of miniature books. In addition, there 
are many collectors of miniature doll houses, or special collections.

As to publishers of miniature format, in Spain there are only Manuel Garcia Fuentes, as 
noted above (www.miniaturebooks.es); José Luis Orós, (www.libroraro.es); and, Juan 
Roman Heras (encuadernacionenminiatura.blogspot.com.es). 

MBS: As a Society, we very much appreciate the enormous amount of information  
and wonderful photos you post on social media. We applaud your efforts, Susana and 
look forward to meeting you in person at the Amsterdam Grand Conclave.

Miniature diorama of a very tiny bookbinding workshop.

Warmest Regards 
from the 

Miniature Book Society to
Glen Dawson on his 103rd Birthday!
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Since those kinds of types are no longer being cast, my search has been limited 
to online auctions and the few dealers that specialize in such things. It is a slow and 
maddening search, as I will often buy part of a font from one source and sometimes 
wait years before I can find the other part necessary to make it complete. I recently 
bought a seventy-pound bin of pied type and sorted all of the typefaces, which 

amounted to about thirty-
five fonts. Forty pounds of it 
were six point fonts, some so 
similar that they had to be 
sorted under magnification, 
providing me with twenty-
two additional fonts. 

In order to have the 
necessary equipment, I 
have located and restored 
several presses. My wife 
says that I make the world 
a better place, one press 
at a time. My oldest hand-
press, an R. Hoe & Company 

Washington Press circa 1860 was the most time consuming, taking over four months 
to strip, repaint and set up. I have two 
other hand-presses, both reproduction 
presses, and both usable only after 
restoration and machining. 

The smallest is a tabletop model 
Frederick Ullmer Albion from England, 
with an image area of about seven 
by eleven inches. Now that they are 
both working, I can finally get back to 
printing after so much time spent on 
process. I have a couple smaller presses 
that I use for cards and bookplates, but 
all of my presses are hand-operated. 
Because I hand-bind my own books, I 
also purchased miniature bookbinding 
equipment that was hand-made by a 
master woodworker in Australia. 

[Editor’s note: Stay tuned for Part Two 
of Paul’s article in the November 2015 
MBS Newsletter issue.]

(Continued from page 7)

Sorting type.

R. Hoe & Company Washington Press 1860’.



mbs newsletter July 2015  |  19

Richard Beyer Witschonke
Richard Witschonke, MBS member and noted 
numismatist, died on February 24, 2015, in Sarasota, 
Florida. Mr. Witschonke was born in Washington 
D.C, on July 9, 1945. Mr. Witschonke was a dedicated 
researcher, collector, teacher and benefactor. Both 
Richard and his long-time partner Heidi attended the 
Boston Conclave!

Dr. Paul Devenyi
 
Dr. Paul Devenyi of Toronto, Canada, passed away on April 2, 2015. Dr. Devenyi was an 
avid miniature book collector and published wonderful miniature books under the 
imprint, Beaux Art Publishing.  Dr. Devenyi served the Miniature Book Society as Vice-
President, 2003 Conclave Host and MBS Newsletter Editor. He was honored in 2001 with 
the Anderson-Yarnell Award and with his wife, Mary Devenyi, in 2005 with the Glasgow 
Cup Award. In 2000, Dr. Devenyi wrote and published a miniature book about his own 
life, My Three Lives. Above all else, Dr. Devenyi cherished his family. 2015 would have 
been Paul and his beloved wife Mary's 60th wedding anniversary. 

Remembering Our MBS Friends
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CATALOGUES RECEIVED:
Oak Knoll Press Catalogue
Spring 2015 
Artists’ Books - Special Catalogue 27

Karen Nyman Miniature Books
Miniature Book Catalogues 55 and 56

BRIEF NOTES
 
MBS member, Alicia Bailey, announces 2015 Ideation Experience Exhibition at her 
Abecedarian Gallery in Denver, Colorado. The exhibition will be on display from June 19, 
2015 to August 1, 2015.

The Ramona Sentinel newspaper published an article on June 11, 2015, about the 
San Diego County Fair winner, Eileen Cummings. Eileen is a long-time MBS member, 
miniature book collector and bookseller. See Eileen’s two winning miniature exhibitions 
pictured on the inside front cover of this Newsletter issue.

Martin Wartelsteiner, Miniaturbuchverlag Leipzig, announces the release of a new 
miniature book, As You Like It by William Shakespeare. Printed and bound in his factory 
in Simbach am Inn, Germany. For more information or to order, 
email miniboox info@miniboox.de.
 

The End of the Wasp Season, an artist 
book by Erin Schmidt. This interesting book 
structure is not a miniature but noteworthy.



mbs newsletter July 2015  |  21

JULY 2015 CHANGEABOUTS

New Members:

Lisa Bartlett
P O Box 504
East Machias ME  04630-0504
207 255-0536 (h)
207 255-8692 (o)
207 263-3063 (cell)
lbartlett3@roadrunner.com

Barbara Brear
B. B. Miniatures
3 Uitgift Street
Somerset West  7130
SOUTH AFRICA
082 881 3965 (cell)
bbminiatures@yahoo.com
www.bbminiatures.homestead.
com

Zlatana Draskovich
3736 Johnson Street
Gary IN  46408-2145
219 887-5409 (h)

Emil Goozairow
142061 s. Iljinskoe 4-3
Domodedovsky Region, 
Moscow Obl. 142061
RUSSIA
+7 9035523047 (h)
amfian@mail.ru
www.goozairow.com

Wim Gremmen
Hoofdstraat 45
Stedum  9921PA
NETHERLANDS
+31 (0) 596-551588 (h)
info@boekbindatelier.nl
www.boekbindatelier.nl

Charles Kiddle
Mill House, Wheatley Lane
Binsted, Hampshire  GU34 4PG
ENGLAND
44-01420-22996 (h)
charleskiddle@BTconnect.com

Joette Pierce
146 Shorecliff Road
Corona del Mar CA  92625
949 759-0645 (h)
949 759-1708 (o)
949 735-3292 (cell)
JEPierce1@aol.com
www.JoettePierceAppraisals.
com
Joette Pierce & Associates - 
Appraisals

Susan Hunt Yule
176 Elizabeth Street, Apt 1
New York NY  10012-4600
212 226-0439 (cell)
shy@susanhuntyule.com
www.susanhuntyule.com

Renewed Members:

Judy Jones
1902 Autumn Ridge Drive
Urbana IL  61802
217 417-1304 (cell)
huskies57@mac.com

Art Seto
3 Durie Lane
Thornhill ON  L3T5H4
CANADA
647 930-7676 (h)
416 979-5000 x4844
a3seto@ryerson.ca

Address Changeabouts:

Mark Palkovic
Thomas A. Shessler
837 Carefree Cove Road
Zionville NC 28698
336 385-1485 (h)
513 400-7724 (cell)
mark.palkovic@uc.edu

Email Changeabouts:

Doris & Jerry Selmer
jrselmer2@gmail.com

Jan Sungail
jmsungail@gmail.com

Carol Warren
carwar60@gmail.com
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Issued in March, July, November. Items for
publication, including advertising material, 
should be sent to the Editor. Publication 
deadlines are: February 1, June 1, October 1. 
Payment for advertising should be made to 
Miniature Book Society Inc. and sent to the
Treasurer.

The Miniature Book Society is an international 
nonprofit organization founded in 1983 
and chartered by the state of Ohio, USA. Its 
purposes are to sustain interest in all aspects 
of miniature books;to provide a forum for the 
exchange of ideas; to serve as a clearinghouse 
for information about miniature books.

Website: www.mbs.org

Board of Governors for 2015
President: Stephen Byrne
Vice-President: James Brogan
Secretary: Gail Faulkner
Treasurer: Karen Nyman

Members at-large:
Cherry Williams
Michael Garbett
Darleen Cordova
Melinda Brown

Membership in the Society is open to all 
interested individuals, organizations and 
institutions Membership dues in United States 
dollars: $40.00 individual/couple for USA 
members, $45.00 individual/couple for
Canadian members; $55.00 individual/
couple outside North America. Corporate 
membership: $50.00 (USA), $55.00 (Canada), 
$65.00 (outside North America).

Advertising Rates
Full Page 4.5 x 7.5" $100.00
Half Page 4.5 x 3.75" $50.00
Quarter Page 2.25 x 3.75" $30.00

Send ads to:
Barbara Williamson
612 Harvest Drive

McKinney, Texas 75070
 email: willibj1@att.net

Mail payments for ads (in US dollars) 
(paypal address minibook@cox.net) to:

Karen Nyman, Treasurer
702 Rosecrans Street

San Diego, CA 92106-3013 

Membership inquiries and dues payments:
Karen Nyman, Membership Chair
702 Rosecrans Street
San Diego, CA 92106-3013
(619) 226-4441
karennyman2@cox.net

Newsletter Editor:
Barbara Williamson
612 Harvest Drive
McKinney, Texas  75070
(214) 548-4692
 willibj1@att.net

Miniature Book News Editor
Julian Edison
8 St. Andrews Drive
St. Louis MO 63124
(314) 567-3533
jiestl@mac.com

Manuscripts, letters and news items are 
welcomed and are subject to editing due 
to space and style limitations. Preferably 
submissions should be made electronically, by
e-mail or disk. Attachments in Microsoft Word 
are preferred. Articles in the Newsletter do not 
necessarily express the views of the Board or of 
the Editor.

Deadline for the next issue: October 1, 2015.

Printed by Alliance Printing & Mailing Services
Middletown, OH

Miniature Book Society Newsletter
A publication of the Miniature Book Society Inc. Number 99
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Oak knOll BOOks
310 Delaware St., New Castle, DE 19720

 

M



After 50 Years,  
Selling over 5,000 Miniature 

Books in Collection
 For those of you who are MBS 
members, please EMAIL to the 

listing in the directory.  All others, 
please utilize email link: 

books@miniaturebooksforsale.com
An EXCEL file of the miniature book 

inventory will be emailed to you. Feel free 
to ask for more photos on miniature books 
and/or the other collections.

I reserve the right to not sell some items. 
The Excel list is updated monthly. Only the 
latest list with prices will be honored. To 
request list or correspond, PLEASE indicate 
“miniature books” on subject line. 

Personal checks accepted from MBS 
members, in US dollars. Paypal is accepted 
(with 3.9% of total to cover fees).

THE MICROBIBLIOPHILE©

The Bimonthly Journal About Miniature Books 
and the Book Arts, since 1977 

   The Microbibliophile  
P. O. Box 5453  

North Branch, NJ 08876 

“Try a complementary issue, postpaid” 

Additional Information: editor@microbibliophile77.com 

Be Sure To Visit Us at the 2015 MBS Conclave 


