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Julian and Hope Edison 
Endow Miniature Books 
to Special Collections,  
Washington University 

Libraries. 
See article on page 7

ABOVE: A selection of miniature volumes 
from the Edisons’ collection on display at 
the Spring 2012 meeting of the Libraries’ 
National Council. Professor of English Joe 
Loewenstein, left, discusses the books with 
National Council member Ann Desloge and 
Washington University Chancellor Mark 
Wrighton. 

RIGHT:  Julian Edison discusses specific items with 
Special Collections staff in Olin Library.
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Step-by-Step  
Fore-edge Painting 

on a Mini Book
by Jeanne Bennet 

(See article on page 9)

1. Block in Press

2. Design

3. Traced Design

4. Transferring Image

5.  Finished Fore-edge painting

6. Binding
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Mark Palkovic

President’s Message
I am happy to announce that the standing committees for 

2012-2013 have been set. The Awards Committee consists of Cherry 
Williams (chair), Joan Boring, Melinda Brown and Julian Edison. 
The Nominating Committee will be chaired by Fr. Joe Curran; the 
other members are Neale Albert, Twyla Racz and Jarmila Sobota. In 
addition, I am pleased to announce the appointment of Tony Firman 
as chair of the 2013 Book Exhibition/Competition and Barbara 
Williamson as the new editor of the MBS Newsletter. Thanks to all 
who have agreed to serve the MBS in these important ways. I also 
would like to extend my appreciation to Joan Knoertzer, who ably 
chaired the book exhibition/competition for the past two years; and 
Joan Boring, who served for many years as Newsletter editor.

It was brought to my attention recently that the MBS has gotten 
out of sync with the terms of office for some of the members of the MBS Board of Governors. 
For this I take full responsibility, and have taken steps to correct the situation. According 
to the MBS bylaws, the four officers are to each serve two-year terms, and may each be re-
elected once. Additionally, the President and Vice President are to be elected in alternating 
years from the Secretary and Treasurer. In 2009, I was appointed for one year to serve the 
remainder of Julian Edison’s presidency. Beginning in 2010, I was elected for a 2-year term, 
and have continued for a second 2-year term that began in 2012. Because of term limits, I 
cannot run for re-election. Likewise, Vice President Stephen Byrne’s second two-year term 
will end in 2013. This summer the MBS will elect a new President and Vice President.

Karen Nyman and Edward Hoyenski have served as Treasurer and Secretary, respectively, 
since 2009. Because of term limits, a new Secretary and Treasurer should have been elected 
last summer; however, my instructions to the Nominations Committee were faulty. In order 
to correct this error, I have appointed Kathy King to serve as Treasurer for a 2-year term 
which will end in 2014. Kathy has served as Treasurer in the past and has agreed to work 
with Karen for a smooth transition. The Treasurer position will be up for election in 2014. 
Edward Hoyenski has graciously agreed to continue to serve as Secretary until this summer 
at which time the position will be up for election for a one-year term in order to get back 
in sync with the requirements of the bylaws. Members-at-large serve for 3-year terms. The 
current members-at-large serve terms that are in accordance with the bylaws; however, since 
Kathy King, currently serving as a member-at-large, will transition to Treasurer, her position 
as member-at-large will need to be replaced. I have asked the Nominations Committee for 
suggestions.

I look forward to our conclave this summer in Vancouver! Jan Kellett and Jim Brogan 
have planned a great program for us. See you there!

6. Binding

Editor’s Note
2013 marks the 30th Anniversary of the founding of the Miniature Book Society. 

In 1983, Mosaic Press’s Miriam Irwin invited miniature book publishers and collectors 
to her family farm in Tipp City, Ohio. During the weekend, this group decided to form 
an international society for people interested in miniature books.  The Miniature 
Book Society was born out of passion for all aspects of miniature books and glorious 
friendship. So it is with the same foundational spirit of friendship and love for miniature 
books that I present myself as your newest MBS Newsletter editor. Please contact me 
often at willibj1@att.net with ideas for articles, news items and juicy tidbits about the 
world of miniature books.
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DATES

Friday August 9 - Sunday August 11 2013, with optional pre- and post-Conclave events. 
This is preliminary information. We will be sending out a separate emailing (and physical 
mailing for those members without an email address) with further details at a later date. In the 
meantime, here is some information to whet your appetites. 

THE CITY

Accessible by train, boat, and plane, Vancouver is Canada’s largest West coast city, and for the 
2010 Winter Olympic there was a massive upgrade to public transit, so getting around is easy 
and inexpensive. It’s a beautiful city, situated on a promontory surrounded by miles of accessible 
shoreline, acres of public parks and oodles of interesting places to see and things to do. In recent 
years it has been consistently voted one of the top cities in the world in which to live.

THE HOTEL

We have chosen the Holiday Inn on West Broadway, which had an extensive refit recently, with all 
new everything except the bricks and mortar. Near to the Canada Line Rapid Transit which links to 
Vancouver International Airport and the downtown core, and right on bus routes, it is also just a few 
blocks from the south shore of False Creek, and Stamps Landing. There you can board an Aquabus 
to several destinations including Granville Island and the north shore. And yes, in-room Wi-Fi is 
included in the very reasonable room rate of CA$146.00 per night (standard room, single or double, 
upgrades available). Pool, fitness centre, sauna, etc, also available. There are lots of restaurants, cafes 
and shops in the area. www.holidayinn.com/hotels/us/en/vancouver/yvrbw/hoteldetail

Conclave XXXI  2013 - Destination 
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada
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THE PROGRAMME

Pre-Conclave (Thursday evening) we will be arranging to meet early arrivals for dinner (at your 
own expense) at a local restaurant - TBA

Friday AM - Board meeting, PM registration. Evening Buffet Dinner and Silent Auction.

Saturday AM - Annual General Meeting, presentations, PM - optional workshop/self-guided 
Treasure Trail.

We are working to bring you an interesting programme of events, which will include a 
Saturday morning presentation (or two-TBA), a Treasure Trail on Granville Island, and an 
optional workshop on drypoint printmaking with acclaimed artist and printmaker Peter 
Braune, who opened his studio on Granville Island 27 years ago. This technique is easy 
to learn and great for beginners and the experienced artist alike. Peter initiated and runs 
the Biennial International Miniature Print Exhibition (BIMPE), and will be giving one of the 
Saturday morning presentations, on printmaking. Places for the workshop will be limited so 
book early if you want to participate. Further details later.

Saturday - Evening dinner on your own, Dessert Buffet prior to the Auction.

Sunday - Book Fair, Awards Banquet Dinner

Post Conclave.

We are planning an optional trip for Monday August 12, and will give further details when 
this is firmed up.

REGISTRATION

This year we have decided to try an ‘Early Bird Registration’, to help us better plan the events for 
you. The Early Bird fee will be US$260.00, if you book by June 1. After this, the registration fee 
will be US$275.00. The registration fee includes three buffet breakfasts, Friday Buffet Dinner, 
Saturday Dessert Buffet, Sunday Awards Banquet, Keepsakes and Goodie bags, and most 
importantly the sparkling company of your miniature book friends. Jim Brogan will be receiving 
your cheques made out to MBS Inc, and will also be setting up a PayPal account specially for 
registration. His address is 53 Dreahook Road, Branchburg, NJ 08876.

DEADLINES

Early Bird Conclave Registration - June 1st

Holiday Inn on Broadway - July 9 - reservations must be made directly with the hotel by this date 
and you must mention MBS Conclave to qualify for the discounted group rate.1-877-660-8550.

Auction Items - July 9 - The proceeds from this benefit MBS. Please mail your items to Jan Becker, 
1700 Dix Rd, Middletown, OH 45042

Silent Auction items - July 25 - The proceeds of this are split between the donor and MBS. Please 
mail your items to Karen Nyman, 702 Rosecrans Street, San Diego, CA 92106-3013

Keepsakes - July 25 - We welcome all keepsakes for the keepsake bags. Please send to Kathy 
King, 402 York Avenue, Delaware, OH 43015

We are currently looking into the situation regarding sales tax for those bringing books into 
Canada to sell, and will share the information as soon as we can get it clarified. 

Thank you, Jim Brogan and Jan Kellett, your hosts.
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2013 Miniature Book  
Competition & Exhibition

Here is your opportunity to have your work seen by MBS members as well as the 
public, and possibly to win one of three Distinguished Book Awards. Enter now, and 
your work will be seen by everyone at this year’s Conclave, even if you can’t get there 
yourself.

The rules are a little different this year!

•	 The book can be no more than three inches (76.2 millimeters) in any dimension; 
however the slipcase or other container may be larger.

•	 You may submit up to three entries.

•	 The book must have been bound and published in an edition of at least three like 
copies.

•	 The book must have been published in 2011 or 2012.

•	 You must submit your entries before May 1, 2013.

The entries will be judged by a panel of professionals in the book arts. Their charge 
is to select three winners based on creativity, appropriateness of the design to the 
content, personal appeal, and technical excellence in all aspects of design, printing, 
and binding.

The three winners will be announced at this year’s Conclave in Vancouver. The winning 
entries become the property of the MBS, and may be incorporated into the MBS 
Travelling Exhibit for a year; eventually they will become part of the permanent MBS 
Archives at the Lilly Library of Indiana University. All other entries will be returned to 
their entrants after the Conclave, unless they are donated to the MBS.

All entries will be photographed in color and included in the MBS Competition 
Catalog. Every entrant will receive a copy of this Catalog, even if they are not members 
of the MBS; all members of the MBS will also receive a copy of this Catalog.

Artist’s books can also be submitted.

One-of-a-kind artist’s books can also be submitted for exhibition at the Conclave, and 
inclusion in the Catalog; however, they will not qualify for the Distinguished Book 
Awards.

Enter now!
Entry forms and past Catalogs are available on the MBS website: 

http://mbs.org/competition.html

Paper forms and more information are available from: 
Tony Firman, MBS Competition Chair 
P.O. Box 507 
Haslet, TX 76052-0507, U.S.A. 
TonyFirman@earthlink.net



mbs newsletter March 2013  |  7

Ask Julian Edison how he acquired the beautiful first editions, fine bindings, and the 
thousands of miniature books that he owns, and he will tell you that the short answer is 
he loves books—both to read and to look at. “One thing led to another,” he says. Ask why 
he and his wife, Hope, are giving a significant portion of their premier collection to WU 
Libraries, and his first response is equally succinct: “The answer is that [former library 
dean] Shirley Baker asked me.”  

The Edisons, who live in St. Louis and are longtime supporters of the Libraries, have 
on many occasions over the years loaned items from their miniature book collection to 
the Special Collections department for use in teaching, exhibitions, and research. The 
books represent roughly 4,000 years of recorded history, ranging from a tiny Babylonian 
tablet from 2000 BC to the miniature diary of a 13-year-old girl who made it onto the 
last lifeboat of the Titanic in 1912. Now, hundreds of these unique books will have a 
permanent presence on campus, within reach of anyone looking to explore their unique 
forms and contents.

“When I first met Shirley [Baker] I said something like, ‘What are you going to do 
with Special Collections?’” recalls Edison, who has served as a member of the Libraries’ 
National Council for more than a decade. He sees special collections as valuable in a 
variety of ways—“for the humanities, and for aesthetic appeal, and because great 
libraries are known for individual collections that bring distinction.”  Baker assured 
Edison that strengthening the Libraries’ unique collections ranked high on her list 
of priorities, and then she sent Edison a three-page letter persuading him that if he 
were to give selections from his collection to WU Libraries, the books would be greatly 
appreciated and of much scholarly worth to the university community.

“She convinced me,” Edison says. And so he worked with Baker and her colleagues 
to not only make a gift of the world-class collection of miniature books but also to set 
up an endowment supporting the collection, exhibit space, and future acquisitions for 
the whole Special Collections department. Edison and Erin Davis, the Libraries’ curator 
of rare books, have been busy transferring and recording the materials as they arrive at 
Special Collections in Olin Library.

Meanwhile, construction work is underway on unique exhibit cases to be located at 
the entrance of the Ginkgo Reading Room. The cases, designed in close consultation 
with Edison, will feature ongoing, rotating displays of the miniature books. According to 
Head of Special Collections Anne Posega, the great depth of Edison’s collection makes 
for all sorts of possibilities in terms of exhibition themes. Manuscripts, early children’s 
books, almanacs, religion, politics and propaganda, and the book as art form are among 
the categories represented.

Their minute scale is a stark contrast to the wealth of cultural significance the books 
offer. The printing details, the bindings, and the time periods, not to mention the 
contents themselves—often reveal more than the small space between covers suggests. 

Small Books, Great Importance: 
Miniature Volumes Added to Special 

Collections, Washington University Libraries
by Evie Hemphill,  

Washington University Libraries
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Miniature books have existed across the centuries, produced for reasons of practicality, 
curiosity, and aesthetics, and they are clues to key historical shifts. Professor of English 
Joe Loewenstein, who has made use of Edison’s collection in his teaching on a number 
of occasions, terms the gift a “treasure trove” that can make “a huge difference in our 
students’ intellectual lives.”

“It’s one thing for a teacher in a classroom to say that across the first two centuries of 
printing the normal size of printed books shrank considerably as did their prices, but it’s 
quite another to take students to Special Collections and to let them hold John Taylor’s 
Verbum Sempiternum, a bible in which Genesis is summarized in 8 couplets on as many 
pages,” Loewenstein says. “The trick is to put these books where the students can see 
them and touch them. I’m delighted that we’ll have just the right books for this trick, 
right up our sleeves.”

Edison can attest to the miniature books’ capacity to spark viewers’ curiosity and 
even trigger a lifelong passion. He first began collecting books while an undergrad 
at Harvard. After being introduced to Don Quixote in a literature course he became 
fascinated. Starting with Cervantes’ work, he began to acquire first editions of various 
books in the Western canon. Then, on their first wedding anniversary, Hope bought 
Julian a miniature nine-volume set of Shakespeare’s complete works.

“I had never seen anything like that before,” Edison says. He began collecting miniature 
books, and in 1964, he purchased one of the finest collections of miniature books in 
existence—that of Percy Edwin Spielmann (1881-1963)—in its entirety at a Sotheby’s 
auction in London. He remembers saying to Hope at the time, “If I get this collection, I 
will make this a lifetime interest,” and he has.

Along with the collecting itself, a pursuit that has taken Edison to destinations around 
the world, Edison founded and edited the quarterly Miniature Book News for many 
years starting in 1965. The journal continues to be published three times a year by the 
Miniature Book Society, where Edison is a past president and member of the Board of 
Governors. He has found his work in the field rewarding, ranging from writing articles 
on the history of the book, to learning about new materials, to connecting with other 
book arts enthusiasts.

In 2007 he co-authored, with Anne Bromer, a comprehensive and lavishly illustrated 
book: Miniature Books: 4,000 Years of Tiny Treasures.

The kind of library made possible through the efforts and generosity of people like 
the Edisons is a library of great importance and lively scholarly potential. Indeed, as 
Loewenstein puts it, “Great collecting provides the raw material for education at its most 
engaging.”

This article was originally published in the Fall 2012 issue of the Washington University 
Libraries’ magazine, Off the Shelf. It was written and photographed by Evie Hemphill. 
Reprinted here by permission of Washington University Libraries.



mbs newsletter March 2013  |  9

Make Your Own 
Miniature Fore-edge Painting

by
Jeanne Bennett

Sometime in the mid-1600’s an artist fanned the fore-edge of a book and saw a blank 
canvas. Clamping the edge in place provided a stair-stepped surface upon which an 
image could be drawn. Watercolors transformed the image into an exquisite painting. 
When the book was closed, gilded edges hid the painting. Only when the edge was 
fanned would the painting magically appear.

From that day, thousands of fore-edge paintings have been produced. Most are 
tucked away in private and public libraries, not circulated because a fore-edge painted 
book can be easily destroyed by too many hands fanning the pages wanting to see the 
hidden painting. 

     Have there been paintings on miniature books? Yes. And how would one go about 
painting on the tiny edge of a miniature book? As usual, the same way as larger books 
but with smaller tools.

First the book must be clamped. The press is made of two pieces of wood, the base 7 
by 5 inches and an easel bar 7 by 3/4 inches. Holes are drilled through the two pieces 
3/4 inches from each end. Two small bolts inserted from underneath hold the pieces 
in place with knobs or wing nuts. A piece of 1/4-inch graph paper is tacked onto the 
base for convenience in placing 
the block squarely in place and to 
keep the press clean.  

Our sample in the press is made 
with 50 sheets of paper 70 x 56 
mm. The sheets are fanned with 
an equal portion of each page 
extending beyond the front edge 
for painting. A piece of same-size 
colored paper on top extends 
3/8 inch beyond the easel bar to 
absorb any paint at the top and 
to attach the image in front of the 
easel bar. 

First place the book block in a press and sand the fore-edge only until very smooth, 
using first 220-grit then 400-grit sandpaper. The head and tail are sanded after 
consolidating a double-fan adhesive binding.

Put the fanned block on the base, making sure the block is squared-up, then gently 
place the easel bar on top, tightening the press with the knobs just enough to hold the 
block in place.

Block in Press
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Choose an image.  This is a 
portion of an illustration from 
a child’s storybook. With a very 
thin black pen, copy the image 
onto tracing paper. Turn the 
tracing over and on the back 
with a No. 4 graphite pencil 
trace the picture following the 
traced lines only. Too much 
graphite will smudge the 
fanned edge.  

Cut out the copied 
image leaving 3/16 
inch overage at the top. 
Tape the image squarely 
over the fore-edge with 
transparent tape. The 
tape will extend onto 
the easel bar. Trace the 
image onto the fore-
edge, the No. 4 graphite 
will serve as carbon 

paper. Fold the tracing paper back over the easel bar and tack in place. The image 
may then be re-traced if necessary to complete a part of the picture. Leave in 
place while painting.  

You will need No. 0 and 2 round 
brushes, an 18/0 spotter brush for 
details and a larger mixing brush. Other 
supplies include a small palette for 
mixing paint, several tissues to absorb 
paint and a piece of white paper to test 
colors. All fore-edge paintings must be 
done in watercolor. Good quality pan 
paints that are not gritty and that do 
not fade should be chosen. I use Koi™ 
by Sakura Color Products Corporation 
with 24 half-pan colors.

Always use a dry brush: place a folded 
tissue next to the palette, dip the brush 
into the well of chosen color, place the 
tip of the wet brush on the tissue to 
absorb most of the water, then paint on 
the fore-edge. Do this every time the 
brush is dipped into the paint.

Measure about 1/4 teaspoon of water 

Design

Traced Design

Transferring Image
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into palette wells for each chosen color. Add a very small amount of paint. Test on paper 
until a light tint can be seen. Trace over the graphite design with the watercolors, using 
similar colors to those that match the design. Fore-edge paintings are done in layers of 
very pale paint, building up to the desired tone. 

Always paint with downward strokes, sometimes horizontal, but not upward. Keep 
the leftover colors in the palette.

When the painting is finished, allow it to dry, then take it out of the press and 
separate each page, 
making sure no pages 
stick together. Re-fan 
to make sure no page 
was left unpainted. If 
one is found, re-fan and 
replace in press, filling 
in any white pages with 
the leftover paint. 

Clamp and sand 
the head and tail until 

smooth with 220 and 400-
grit sandpaper as noted 

above, then lightly sand the fore-edge with 400-grit sandpaper only.
Home Sweet Home has a double-fan adhesive binding reinforced with kerfs filled with 

lengths of 40/3 linen thread to strengthen the spine because there will be numerous 
fannings to show the painting. The “mull” is medium weight Japanese kozo and has 
one paper spine liner. Finished book: 74 x 60 x  
10 mm). 

Edges may be gilded with several coats of 
a mixture of 1/4 teaspoon of Golden Brand 
Iridescent Gold (Fine) acrylic paint mixed 
with about a tablespoon of water or until the 
consistency of skim milk.  Allow each coat to 
dry between applications. Begin with the tail 
edge, then the head, and lastly, the fore-edge. 
Lightly burnish the edge after gilding.

I wish you all the joy of creating beautiful 
paintings on the edges of your tiny books. 
Happy Fepping!

All techniques for this and other books may 
be found in Hidden Treasures: the History 
and Technique of Fore-edge Painting by 
Jeanne Bennett, and can be ordered through 
www.FEPHiddenTreasures.com.

Finished Fore-edge Painting

Binding
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MINIATURE BOOK NEWS
Julian I. Edison, Editor

8 St. AndrewS drive  •  St. LouiS, mo  •  63124

no. 149  - march - 2013

HUNGARY

As we know, printed miniature books in the format we are accustomed to --- printed 
pages bound with front and back covers --- have been around since Gutenberg’s invention 
in Germany in the fifteenth century. Production of miniature books did not begin to soar 
until the 17th century with Germany, France and England taking the lead. It was not until the 
20th century that the US entered the picture in a major way, and then in the second half, after 
World War II, the relatively small country of Hungary out-produced them all. 

Yet very little has been written about this Hungarian outpouring. To remedy this matter I 
turned to Dr. Paul Devenyi. Paul is a past Vice-President of the Miniature Book Society. He and 
his charming and talented wife Mary were Conclave hosts and are winners of the Glasgow 
Cup Award. Both were born in Budapest and now live in Toronto. They graciously answered 
my challenge, and have written a superb account of Hungarian miniature book history never 
before told. Their account together with their personal background is below. Illustrations 
have been added by your editor:

THE HISTORY OF HUNGARIAN MINIATURE BOOKS
Mary and Paul Devenyi

Louis Bondy, perhaps the greatest miniature book scholar ever, wrote in his book 
Miniature Books, about Hungary:

“In Europe, by far the greatest production of miniature books has taken place in Hungary…” 
and then he goes on: “ in the quality of printing, the beauty of layout and design, the unendingly 
varied creation of splendid bindings and the interest of many of the texts, they leave collectively 
and as a national effort, most other European miniature books of our time far behind”.

How did tiny Hungary with a population of 10 million, became the number 1 “power” in 
the miniature book world in the post-Second World War era? The answer is not entirely clear. 
Undoubtedly there were socio-political forces in a socialist country - that we don’t want 
to discuss in detail – favoring such a remarkable output. But other countries, with similar 
political systems, did not match the Hungarian miniature book production. Somehow a 
tradition developed in the post-war years in Hungary, culminating in the 70s and 80s, to 
produce these tiny tomes. Most activity centered around printing establishments and the 
first miniature book producers and collectors were professional printers, forming clubs 
where they sold or traded their books. The dean of Hungarian minibibliophilia, scholar, 
publisher and international collector was Gyula Janka, a printer himself who later rose to the 
position of CEO of University Press, (Egyetemi Nyomda). He wrote a number of scholarly books 
and an extensive bibliography. The printers’ activities spread to the general population and 
miniature book clubs were created in several cities: Budapest, Szeged, Pecs, Miskolc, Kaposvar 
and Bekescsaba. In the process, minibooks became much sought after commodities, actively 
bought, sold and traded and eventually some big collectors emerged.
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Editor’s note: 
In an interview with Stanley Marcus, head of the Neiman Marcus department stores, by 

David Farmer, in his book: Stanley Marcus: A Life with Books, 1993, Farmer quotes Marcus as 
follows:

“Hungary produces more miniature books than the rest of the world put together,” Marcus 
observes. He attributes this to the fact that before World War II Hungary had very strong 
printing trade schools, and says that much of the printing for the Balkans was produced 
there. When the war ended the schools reopened only to find limited supplies of paper. They 
still needed to train students, so to provide them practical experience requiring the least 
amount of paper, miniature books were the answer. An entire generation of printers were 
thus trained, and their well-designed and printed trial efforts soon began showing up in 
bookstores.”

Whatever the reason that little Hungary became the center of the miniature book world 
in the four decades of 1950s, 60s, 70s and 80s, it happened and it spread. Still, it is nothing 
short of a miracle. Consider that Hungary has a population of 10 million and in those four 
decades it produced an estimated 2,000-2,500 minibooks. Contrast that to the United States 
with a population above 300 million which produced 3,300 miniature books in the entire 
twentieth century, the bulk of them after the 1980s. (R. Bradbury: 20th century United States 
Miniature Books).You can’t even begin to calculate the per capita difference in miniature 
books between the two countries.

There were, of course, miniature books before this “golden era” in Hungary. Bibliographer 
Marton Buza lists the first Hungarian miniature book in the 1600’s. His bibliography counts 
approximately 200 mini books until the end of the Second World War, most of them almanacs 
(in Hungarian: tarcanaptárs) One of the nicest and most interesting miniature publications 
was Magyarország története ( History of Hungary) dated 1835.

The newsletter MIcrobibliofilok was distributed to all Hungarian clubs; since at one time it 
had a circulation of 1000, there must have been close to that many members. In contrast, the 
American based international Miniature Book Society’s membership varied over the years 
between 300-500. No matter how you cut it, the number of minibibliophiles in the world is 
small, but Hungary had a disproportionately large number.

Language is a limiting factor. In later years, the Hungarians produced multilingual editions 
in Hungarian, Russian, English, German and French. This made them more accessible to the 
non-Hungarian speaking readers. But even unilingual Hungarian minibooks were popular 
among serious collectors because many of them had such beautiful bindings and illustrations.

We are confining this history to the post-war years of the “golden era”.
Roughly there are 3 categories of Hungarian miniature books distinguishable:
1. Commercially mass produced volumes in large or unspecified editions and 

unnumbered. Still, many of these are very attractively bound, printed and illustrated. 
They were inexpensive and purchasers could get them in any bookstore.

2. Limited editions, although often in the hundreds, which were not supposed to be 
sold commercially. (but, of course, they were)

3. Smaller editions issued for special occasions, such as anniversaries, honoring some 
individuals, special events, bonuses for club members etc. These also eventually got 
into the miniature book market.

Hungarian miniatures were an eclectic lot; almost any subject was represented and a 
sizable Hungarian minibook collection has often served as a reference library, a literature 
collection, art book and sport library etc.
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SERIES
Hungarians liked to issue certain books in series, which sometimes took years to complete 

and greatly intrigued the collectors when their series was almost complete, but missing one 
or two volumes. Perhaps the best known of these serial volumes was the Kings series (24 vol.) 
about the kings of Hungary, published by Patria. Each volume extended to several hundred 
pages, although these were large editions but numbered, nicely illustrated and each had 
a different colored enamel plaque on the front cover. In Hungary in the 1990s they sold 
for about $12.00 per volume, (but were hard to get), in America one dealer asked and got 
$150.00 for them.

 
Another series was the 22 volume set by the great Indian poet and philosopher 

Rabindranath Tagore, published by Janka’s University Press. (Egyetemi nyomda). Each book 
was one of 300, but not numbered.The same press published a series on Greek mythology.

Beautiful literary sets of Hungarian poetry and prose were published by the Zrinyi 
Nyomda and by Atheneum. There is a 12 volume series on Hungarian stamps.

There were several high schools where book arts were taught and some of these schools 
published very attractive series, one on Hungarian folk tales, another on Hungarian folk-
costumes and folk art.

Kner Press of Békéscsaba (one of the best) was the leading publisher, among others, of a 
series of foreign books in Hungarian translation: Dickens, Dante, Gorkij, Puskin, Goethe, 
Heine, Shelley, Ibsen, Schiller, Poe. Foreign works were often published by other presses 
too: several volumes of Shakespeare, a 4 volume set of Jack London (mini and micro). And, 
of course, the Hungarians have their own Dekameron and Kama Szutra.

MINI AND MICRO editions of the same works were common: the mini close to 3 inches and 
the accompanying identical looking micro less than an inch. Janka published several of his 
scholarly books in this format. They make very attractive displays on your bookshelves.
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LITERATURE
Literature plays a much more prominent role in Hungarian miniatures than in their 

American counterparts. We already mentioned the Hungarian translations of foreign classics. 
The Hungarians made miniature books of their own classics: among others, Heltai, Jókai, 
Móricz, Gárdonyi, Herczeg, Illyés, Móra, Madách, Mikszáth just to mention a few novelists.

Poetry is particularly big in Hungary and the Hungarian language especially lends 
itself to beautiful poetry. Too bad if you don’t speak the language, you won’t understand 
the wonderful poems that were written and, of course, were published in miniature book 
formats. In the nineteenth century, Arany and Petőfi, in the early twentieth century Ady, 
Babits, Kosztolányi were given many miniatures and also featured in the numerous 
anthologies. A little later came Attila József and Miklós Radnóti. At the end of the century, 
the repatriated George Faludi published his famous Villon translations in miniature books, 
which many people think are more Faludi than Villon. One ballad in particular, the Dance of 
Death (Haláltánc) according to some rumors is pure Faludi, because Villon never wrote such 
a poem.

FINE ARTS
Hungarians love their arts and artists and many of them have miniature books devoted to 

their work. There is a lot of talent in that country and if some of these artists lived in Paris or 
New York, they would be superstars. Living in Hungary, their fame was confined to within the 
country. Munkácsy, Szonyi, Czóbel, Ferenczy, the photographer Kertész, the graphic art-
ists Kass and Reich, and the great ceramicist Margit Kovács are only a few names who had 
miniature books devoted to them, sampling their magnificent art. Many Hungarian books 
are illustrated beautifully. Szentendre (Saint Andrew) is a wonderful artist colony just North of 
Budapest, where each little house is a gallery showcasing an artist. There are several minia-
ture books about Szentendre. Károly Andruskó lived in the former Yugoslavia, but he counts 
as a Hungarian artist and his beautiful woodcuts are recorded in numerous miniature books.

There are a couple of interesting miniatures related to great masterpieces. Small pictures 
of great art (Kis képek nagy művekről) is an accordion type book (generally not favored by 
Hungarian miniaturists) showing some of the great works in the Budapest Museum of Fine 
Arts. From the same museum seven masterpieces were stolen in 1983 and a miniature book 
is devoted to this crime, (The Art theft of the century) showing the stolen pictures on postage 
stamps: 2 Rafaels, 2 Titians, 2 Tintorettos and one Giordano . Luckily all seven paintings were 
recovered.
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Finally we mention a unique miniature book entitled ERATO, which on the left side of 
each page contains tender, sentimental love poems, while the right side is illustrated with 
pornographic drawings of every imaginable sexual position; the effect is quite funny. The 
artist was Mihály Zichy, who comes from an aristocratic family and the drawings are actually 
quite beautifully done.

SPORTS
Spectator sports are a big deal in Hungary, especially soccer (that they call football) and 

the Olympic games. Almost every soccer team has a miniature book about their past and 
present players and records. After every Olympics there is a miniature book, some in deluxe 
editions. There are also separate volumes about Olympic, world and European champions, 
which make for terrific reference. If you want to know who won the 1974 ping-pong world 
championship, you will find it.

    
POLITICAL PROPAGANDA

You would expect that in a communist country political propaganda would dominate 
the miniature book field. Certainly, the first two decades of this golden era, there were 
plenty of them: lots of books on Lenin, Marx, Engels, the Communist Manifesto, various 
Soviet-Hungarian friendship books etc. and today they make an interesting historical relic of 
those times. Still, even in those wild ideological years, plenty of good material and literature 
emerged. Later in the seventies and eighties the political material virtually disappeared.

RELIGION
Religion was discouraged in the communist years and it is not surprising that there 

were virtually no religious miniatures. There was a 1x1 cm micro Ave Maria in 30 copies. 
Surprisingly though, a fair number of volumes of Jewish literature emerged, mainly thanks 
to the Kaposvár miniature book club, under the leadership of József Mautner. There were 
such titles, as the Jewish Home, Jewish Feasts and Jewish Nobel Laureates. There was 
Passover Hagada and perhaps the nicest Jewish book was ESZTER KÖNYVE (Esther’s Book) 
in 8o copies, with Hungarian, German and Hebrew text and absolutely gorgeous colored 
illustrations. Curiously, such a beautiful publication does not show the publisher, printer, 
binder, illustrator and even Janka’s bibliography does not shed light on it.
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INDIVIDUAL BOOKS
Among the thousands of Hungarian publications, there are hundreds of miniatures 

that stand alone and cannot be categorized into any series or groups. It is impossible to 
name most of them. Just to give a taste of the topics, there were a number of books on 
typography and history of printing, on mining, the list of Nobel laureates in medicine, a book 
with aluminum pages, space exploration, chess, cooking, etc., etc. It was truly an eclectic lot.

END OF AN ERA
In 1987 Janka died and in 1989 the communist regime collapsed. With that, the subsidies 

for miniature book publishing ended and in the printing houses workers were no longer 
interested to donate their labors free after hours. Slowly the miniature book publishing got 
reduced to a trickle, the golden era came to an end. The miniature book clubs disbanded, 
their members were getting old or dying out. Yet the Hungarian miniature books did not 
totally disappear from the scene, because there were so many of them that they keep 
circulating among collectors on the miniature book market. There is still some new miniature 
publishing going on. Our informant, JÓZSEF TARI, of the city of Pécs, estimates that may be 
20-25 books get published per year. Tari published some seven volumes and a few came 
out from Szeged and Békéscsaba where the very talented FERENC BARABÁS tries to keep 
it going.

So, here you have it folks: a mini-history of Hungarian miniature books which made 
Hungary famous. Csardash, Gulash and Miniature Books.

International Aluminum Conferences in Hungary. Szekesfehervar, 1985. 2 x 1 3/4 inches, printed in Hungarian 
and English entirely on 106 numbered aluminum pages.
 This is the only copy of a book of any size, known by your editor, that is printed completely on aluminum 
pages.
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ABOUT THE AUTHORS
We were both born In Budapest, Hungary. Mary graduated from the Budapest College 

of Fine Art, Paul from medical school. We were married in 1955 and immigrated to Canada 
in 1957. At that time we knew nothing about miniature books, Hungarian or otherwise. For 
Mary’s birthday in 1964 a friend sent a silk-bound miniature of one of our favorite plays: 
“The Tragedy of Man” by Imre Madach. We then found out that hundreds of miniature 
books are published in Hungary and we began to seek them out. We asked friends to send 
them or bring them and when we went to Budapest, we stocked up on them. They were 
very inexpensive at the time. We also contacted several Hungarian collectors with whom 
we developed buying or trading arrangements. Before we knew it, we had a collection of 
several hundred Hungarian minibooks. We then discovered that such books are published 
in America and many other countries and we joined the Miniature Book Society, a U.S. based 
international organization. This opened up the miniature book world for us. Today we have 
about 5000 miniature books in our collection, more than 1000 of them Hungarian.

With Mary’s artistic talents it did not take long to learn bookbinding: first in cloth, now in 
leather with elaborate tooling on the covers. To date we have published 16 miniature books. 
Our 17th will be a translation of one of Hungary’s greatest writers in the early 20th century: 
novelist and humorist Frigyes Karinthy. Generally Paul writes the texts and Mary does the 
bindings and illustrations.

We believe in “bookish books”: i.e. miniature books that are small, but look like books: 
have a front and back cover, pages that turn and the content informs or entertains. The 
artistry lies in the decoration of the cover and the inside illustrations. We admire the skill and 
imaginations of the authors of “artist books”, but we don’t do them.

Editor’s note:
 

Following is a list of the 16 miniature books that the Devenyis have produced over the 
years, together with the years produced. Some of these editions are still available for pur-
chase:

  
Graphics 1995

Mini-history of Medicine 1996

Graphic Art 1998 Winner of  
Distinguished Book Award

My Three Lives 2000

Little Book of Wine 2000

Books and People 2000

Mini-contract Bridge. 2000 
Winner of Distinguished Book Award

IF 2002

Tom 2003

My Name is Leonard 2003

Travel Sketches 2004

It’s a Small World 2005

Princess Never Tired 2005

My Life as a Doctor 2007

Mini-book of Jokes 2008

Provence 2011
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R. James “Jim” Yarnell was a papermaker, photographer, pilot, artist, miniature bookmaker, and 
with Frank Anderson built the Miniature Book Society’s first Traveling Exhibit case and set up the 
exhibition program. The Society’s Anderson/Yarnell award is given annually to a member who 
provides a special service to the organization. Jim died Tuesday July 19, in Wichita, Kansas at age 94.

Jim was born Jan. 18, 1917, in Little River, Kansas. At 10, he moved to Wichita with his parents, 
Roy and Ruby Yarnell. He had a lifelong love of hand-crafting art starting when, as a Boy Scout, he 
built a kayak that worked. After graduating from North High School, where he met his future wife 
Ann Holmes, he opened a photography studio. Jim joined the Army in February, 1942, working 
through the ranks to become a staff sergeant. He served as a World War II combat photographer 
and earned a Bronze Star for his service in Burma and India. In 1952 Beechcraft hired him as 
supervisor of photography. While working at Beechcraft he flew to numerous American landmarks 
capturing the landscape on film for a 1961 book called “This Is My Land.” Jim retired in 1982 and 
spent the last 30 years of his life making paper and books, painting and presenting slide shows of 
whimsical mailboxes he had photographed over the years. 

Besides all mentioned above Jim was influential in the renaissance of hand papermaking in 
the 70s, through his contributions, conferences and to publications. I first met Jim Yarnell in 1976, 
at what I remember being called “the second International meeting of hand papermakers”, held 
in Santa Barbara, CA in conjunction with The Handmade Paper Object show at the Santa Barbara 
Museum of Art. I had recently reinvented a way to make paper by hand, and was demonstrating 
“ye olde methods of papermaking” at the Renaissance Pleasure Faires, but I really didn’t know a 
thing about papermaking. I was making pulp in a blender. At that conference they were talking 
about hydration and fiberlation and I didn’t have a clue what it was all about, and no one would 
explain a thing until I met Jim Yarnell. 

He was handing out a single sheet flyer he had printed, titled “Der Hollander”, which 
described how to build a Hollander beater. I knew I needed one. He said it was easy, explained 
how they worked, and with his encouragement I built my own beater. Jim was a man who was 
knowledgeable, funny, encouraging, inspiring and just plain friendly all at the same time. I once 
asked him why he started making paper and he told me it was because of the cottonwood trees. 
When they lost all their fluff it was all over the place in Wichita and he just decided he should use 
it to make paper. I was never sure if he was telling the truth about this or just pulling my leg.

I started making miniature books around 1980; the first national meeting of miniature book 
publishers was in1983. Imagine my surprise to find Jim Yarnell there when I arrived. It turned out 
that as well as being a papermaker he also printed miniature books on his own handmade paper. 
His miniature book “Specimens” is probably one of my favorite books about papermaking. The 
text accompanying the paper he made from Aspen reads as follows: “Aspen is the western relative 
of poplar and is very big in the calendar trade because of its white bark and brilliant yellow fall 
coloring…It is also the very favorite food of the western beaver. Don’t ever loan this book to a 
beaver…”

I saw a good bit of him in the years that followed. Once a year we met at Miniature Book Society 
meetings and then again at Friends of Dard Hunter meetings where he was noted for his brilliant 
wit and more brilliant plaid pants. I remember him at the 1987 FDH conference in Reno. He was 
part of a roundtable presentation on building beaters. Everyone else showed slides, but Jim 
pulled out a 2x2 x1 foot box, set it on the table, and pulled off the lid. Inside was a miniature over/
under umperstund beater, made from clear plexiglass, which he had made specifically for the 
occasion. He called it his cocktail beater (in honor of the fact that the meeting was being held in 
a casino/bar). He turned it on; it ran! We were all astounded, and soon drunk. He was inventive, 
smart, funny; and we all loved him.

Remembering Jim Yarnell 
By Peter Thomas
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BRIEF NOtES
Catalogues received:

Miniature Books for Sale: Catalog 41  
January 1, 2013
Karen Nyman, San Diego, CA

Miniature Books for Sale: Catalog 42  
March 1, 2013
Karen Nyman, San Diego, CA

Eventually he stopped traveling and we lost contact. For several years my efforts to find Jim were 
fruitless. Finally last year, I made contact with his daughter. Jim was still alive, but had dementia. 
We routed our Wandering Book Artists trip through Wichita to say our farewells. After Jim died a 
few months later, his family gave me the Plexiglas cocktail beater. Jim will be sorely missed.

(L-R) Mr. and Mrs. Frank Anderson, Jim Yarnell, Carol Cunningham

Happy 80th Birthdays in 2013 to 
Two, Beloved Miniature Book Legends - 

Barbara J. Raheb & Monsignor Frances J. Weber

Hungarian Miniature Books
(Supplement to Catalog 42)
March 1, 2013
Karen Nyman, San Diego CA
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MARCH 2013 CHANGEABOUtS

New Members:

Susan Angebranndt
Green Chair Press
369 Hadisway Avenue
Santa Fe NM  87501-1109
505 982-6203 (h)
books@greenchairpress.com
www.GreenChairPress.com

Rick Hill
9290 Tower Side Drive Apt 406
Fairfax VA  22031-6038
972 345-3619 (cell)
olddisney@cox.net

Tom Knechtel
3263 South Barrington
Los Angeles CA  90066
310 391-8976 (h & o)
310 902-3927 (cell)
ninoknechtel@gmail.com

Mary Ellen Mulligan
1906 Ridley Boulevard
Orillia ON  L3V 7J2
CANADA
705 325-9602 (h)
memulligan@rogers.com

MKL, Slovanska Knjižnica
pp. 2670
1001 Ljubljana
SLOVENIA
pablo-juan.fajdiga@mklj.si
Ljubljana City Library, 
Slovanska Library

Alexia Polymenopoulou 
75, Ippokratous Str.
Athens, Attiki 10680  
GREECE
6937538579 (cell)
00302103392359 (o)
apol@otenet.gr
www.abebooks.com/pelargos-
books-athens/57742840/s
Pelargos Books

Paul Ritscher
428 Combs Court
Marina CA  93933
831 324-4354 (h)
typesticker@gmail.com
Devil’s Tail Press

Art Seto
3 Durie Lane
Thornhill ON  L3T 5H4
CANADA
905 886-0795 (h)
416 979-5000 x 4844 (o)
a3seto@ryerson.ca

Todd Sommerfeld
6475 Ridge Road #1
Parma OH  44129
216 965-7590 (cell)
contratodd@gmail.com

Renewed Member:

Rebecca Archer-Inskeep 
6949 Tall Timber Way 
Indianapolis IN 46241-6707
317-248-8135 (h)
becky.archer-inskeep@
comcast.net

Address Changeabouts:

Robert F. Orr Hanson
10270 Commonwealth St 
#4334
Lone Tree CO  80124-5614
303 792-2893 (h)

Mary Maynor
236 East Huisache Avenue
San Antonio TX  78212
210 823-2524 (cell)

The Rev. Stephen Y. McGehee
770 Otis Boulevard
Spartanburg SC  29302
864 529-7286 (cell)

David Reichert
679 Alto Drive
Santa Barbara CA  93110

Melissa Sanders
171 East Broadway
Salt Lake City UT  84111
801 652-5575 (cell)
801 214-8191 (o)
melissa@redqueenbookarts.
com
www.redqueenbookarts.com
Red Queen Book Arts

Elizabeth Sher
222 Broadway Apt 1507
Oakland CA  94607
510 808-5088 (h)

Jarmila Sobota
Sobotova 5
Loket   35733 
CZECH REPUBLIC

Email Changeabouts:

Rhoda Pollock
rhoda.po@hvc.rr.com

Hubert and Brigitte Silvain
hubert.m.brigitte@gmail.com

Telephone 
Changeabouts:

John G. Henry
641 583-5029 (h)
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Issued in March, July, November. Items for
publication, including advertising material 
should be sent to the Editor. Publication 
deadlines are: February 1, June 1, October 1. 
Payment for advertising should be made to 
Miniature Book Society Inc. and sent to the
Treasurer.

The Miniature Book Society is an international 
nonprofit organization founded in 1983 
and chartered by the state of Ohio, USA. Its 
purposes are to sustain interest in all aspects 
of miniature books;to provide a forum for the 
exchange of ideas; to serve as a clearinghouse 
for information about miniature books.

Website: www.mbs.org
Toll-free phone (USA & Canada):
1-877-MBS-1983

Board of Governors for 2012-2013
President: Mark Palkovic
Vice-President: Stephen Byrne
Secretary: Edward Hoyenski
Treasurer: Kathy King

Members at-large:
Jim Brogan
Darleen Cordova
Kathy King
Joan Knoertzer

Membership in the Society is open to all 
interested individuals, organizations and 
institutions Membership dues in United States 
dollars: $40.00 individual/couple for USA 
members, $45.00 individual/couple for
Canadian members; $55.00 individual/
couple outside North America. Corporate 
membership: $50.00 (USA), $55.00 (Canada), 
$65.00 (outside North America).

Advertising Rates
Full Page 4.5 x 7.5" $100.00
Half Page 4.5 x 3.75" $50.00
Quarter Page 2.25 x 3.75" $30.00

Send ads to:
Barbara Williamson
612 Harvest Drive

McKinney, Texas 75070
 email: willibj1@att.net

Mail payments for ads (in $ US dollars)  
(paypal address minibook@cox.net) to:

Kathy King, Treasurer
402 York Avenue

Delaware, OH 43015 

Membership inquiries and dues payments:
Kathy King, Treasurer
402 York Avenue
Delaware, Ohio 43015
(740) 369-5517
Righ62@gmail.com
Mail payments for ads (in $ US dollars)  
(paypal address:  minibook@cox.net )

Newsletter Editor:
Barbara Williamson
612 Harvest Drive
McKinney, Texas  75070
(214) 548-4692
 willibj1@att.net

Miniature Book News Editor
Julian Edison
8 St. Andrews Drive
St. Louis MO 63124
(314) 567-3533
jiestl@mac.com

Manuscripts, letters and news items are 
welcomed and are subject to editing due 
to space and style limitations. Preferably 
submissions should be made electronically, by
e-mail or disk. Attachments in Microsoft Word 
would be preferred. Articles in the Newsletter 
do not necessarily express the views of the 
Board or of the Editor.

Deadline for the next issue: June 1, 2013.

Printed by Alliance Printing & Mailing Services
Middletown, OH

Miniature Book Society Newsletter
A publication of the Miniature Book Society Inc. Number 92

Fore-edge 
Painting
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Fore-edge 
Painting

Photo credit: Ray M. Williamson



After 49 Years, Selling
over 5,000 Miniature 
Books in Collection
 There will also be photos  of sale items 
for signed CHARLES BRAGG etchings & 

lithographs,  Antique (mostly) AMERICAN 
BEARS from 1905-1960 (A few  dozen 

“foreigners”, such as Steiff, Merry-  
thought, Schuco, will also be listed), & Star 

Trek items, to name a few.   
For those of you who are MBS members, 

please EMAIL to the listing in the directory.  
All others, please utilize email link:  

info@myminiaturebooksforsale.com  
or   

books@myminiaturebooksforsale.com
An EXCEL file of the miniature book inventory 

will be emailed to you. Feel free to ask for more pho-
tos on miniature books and/or the other collections. 
I reserve the right to not sell some items. The Ex-
cel list is updated monthly. Only the latest list with 
prices will be honored. To request list or correspond,   
PLEASE indicate “miniature books” on subject line.  
Personal checks accepted from MBS members, in US 
dollars. Paypal is accepted (with 3.9% of total to cover 
fees).

 

THE MICROBIBLIOPHILE©

A Bimonthly Journal about Miniature Books and the Book Arts, since 1977 

   The Microbibliophile   
P. O. Box 5453  

North Branch, NJ 08876  

Email: Jim Brogan, editor@microbibliophile77.com for subscription information 

(PayPal available) 

Celebrating A. J. St. Onge’s 100th Birthday Throughout 2013 

Unique News and Information for Your Enjoyment 


