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Our Cover photo
 The Distinguished Book Award Winners for 2012 were Notary Law (May 28, 1862) a 
commemorative edition of the 150th anniversary of the most ancient law of Spain by Manuel 
Garcia de Fuentes Churruca, Shadow—a Parable/Silence—a Fable by Edgar Allan Poe and 
designed, published and bound by Jan and Jarmila Sobota, and Swells and Spines or the 
Man Who Bound at Sea a prequel to Christina Amato’s The Tale of Herville.
 The background figure is the marble angel Thomas Wolfe’s father had imported from Italy 
and that figures prominently in his novel Look Homeward, Angel.

Conclave XXX

Lauren Faulkenberry and Cathy Reeve Cathie Abney

Cliff and Tamela Camp Miller

Robert Orndorff

Elaine Brogan Cherry Williams, Melissa Sanders and an odd table 
decoration.
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Mark Palkovic

President’s Message

What a beautiful weekend we had for our 30th Grand 
Conclave in Asheville, North Carolina! My thanks go to Karen 
Nyman who planned the event from her home on the other 
side of the continent. Everyone had a great time talking 
about our favorite topic, miniature books, in the beautiful 
Blue Ridge Mountains.

Among the many people who worked hard this year on 
behalf of the MBS, I would like to particularly thank the 
Awards Committee (Jim Brogan, chair; Caroline Brandt and Kimberly Molitor), The 
Nominating Committee (Robert Orndorff, chair; Ellen Diamond, Angelika Jaeck 
and Tine Krijnen), and Joan Knoertzer, who organized the MBS Competition and 
published its catalog. Thanks also to Karen Nyman who, in addition to maintaining 
the MBS website, organized the silent auction in Asheville; to Fr. Joe Curran for 
serving as auctioneer; and to Jan Becker for preparation of the auction catalog.

This year we bid farewell to at-large board members Christina Amato and Karen E. 
Roehr. Thank you for your service to the MBS! We welcome to the board Darleen 
Cordova and Jim Brogan. In addition to his new role as MBS board member, Jim 
continues to serve as registrar for our traveling exhibit. Thanks, Jim!

The 2012 MBS awards were presented in Asheville:
Glasgow Cup: Karen Nyman
Anderson-Yarnell Award: Edward Hoyenski
Norman Forgue Award: Joan Knoertzer
I congratulate these winners who represent our most talented and dedicated 
members.

Beginning with the next issue of the MBS Newsletter, we will have a new editor, 
Barbara Williamson. My heartfelt thanks go to Joan Boring who has done a stellar 
job for the past many years.

The 31st Grand Conclave in Vancouver, Canada is scheduled for August 9-11, 
2012. Jan Kellett will be our host, along with her assistant Jim Brogan. Mark your 
calendars for what promises to be another great gathering of minibibliophiles!

Editor’s Note

Many thanks to Karen Nyman and her crew of helpers for another truly
enjoyable Conclave.  It is always grand to catch up with old members 
and to meet new ones.  Caroline Brandt still holds her title as the only 
member to have attended all the Conclaves; certainly a feat worthy of
note.  And welcome to our new members.  Perhaps some of you can 
match that 30 year record!

Cathie Abney

Robert Orndorff

94042 Min book news1.indd   3 10/23/12   12:26 PM



4  |  mbs newsletter November 2012

Conclave XXX, Asheville, North Carolina 
– a rather personal view

Thursday (August 23):  the get-together for early attendees at Bistro 1896 introduced us to 
Asheville’s population of dogs who accompany their owners everywhere, creative beggars, 
and hippies!

Friday afternoon’s registration provided some 
delightful “freebies,” including the summer 
2012 issue of Fine Books and Collections, which 
contains a 2-page illustrated article on miniature 
books, collectors, and the Conclave.  At Karen 
Nyman’s keepsake workshop participants made 
a Japanese stab bound album with a section of 
the downtown Asheville map as the cover.  

At the evening reception and buffet dinner 
guest speaker Laurie Corral explained the 
operation and goals of Asheville BookWorks and 
showed one of their recent annual fundraisers, 
a collection of miniature books made by 
members.  Our silent auction closed the 
evening and included several items from Lark 
Books, which is based in Asheville.

Saturday’s annual meeting brought no 
surprises on the balloting.  Mark Palkovic 
continues as President, Stephen Byrne as Vice 
President, Karen Nyman as Treasurer and Edward 
Hoyenski as Secretary.  Darlene Cordova and 
James Brogan were added as Members at Large  
replacing Christina Amato and Karen Roehr.

The Board decided that instead of publishing 
a book every year, they would publish on 
alternate years as a way of cutting costs.

Joan Knoertzer reported on the Distinguished 
Book Competition.  Since the judges lived near 
her there was no difficulty in getting the books 
to them, but transporting them to Dublin last 
year turned a bit cloak and dagger.  While winners go into the traveling display, the majority 
of the entries go to the Lilly Library in Bloomington, Indiana, the site of our official archive. 
Cherry Williams reported that last year’s materials are already catalogued. Next year Tony 
Firman will be in charge of the competition. 

Karen Nyman reported that we had 22 new members since January.  That brings us to a 
total membership of 310.  Last year’s expenses were higher than expected creating a $10,745 
debit.

Next year’s Conclave will be in Vancouver, BC on August 9-11.  
David Nicholson has suggested hosting the 2014 Conclave in Wooster,  Massachusetts to 

honor Achille St. Onge.
Jim Brogan raised the question of how to bring in new members from among the younger 

generations.  Possibilities suggested included having members go to schools and libraries 

Anne and David St. Onge work on albums

BookWorks Miniatures

94042 Min book news1.indd   4 10/23/12   12:26 PM



mbs newsletter November 2012  |  5

to talk about miniature books, holding a children’s competition, a Facebook page or getting 
onto Pinterest (might need to check copyright laws), or moving the traveling exhibit more 
frequently.  Anyone with other suggestions? 

The morning presenter was Larry Seidman, preeminent U.S. col-
lector of pop-up and moveable books.  He discussed the history of 
different types  using miniatures from his collection.  From a 1574 
Cosmographia Volvelles with moveable circles, through Martin Engle-
brecht peep-shows (miniature theatres carried from town to town in 
the mid-1700s) and a Robert Sawyer Harlequinade (1770) with a face 
and costumes that folded over beneath it.  In the early 19th century 
Biedermeier cards were hand-colored and had pull tabs.  This century 
brought a variety of new  ideas and styles--see-through cards, liftable 
flaps, Jacob’s ladders, the flip book, the concertina, and hidden pic-
tures.

Seidman pointed out that some of these obviously had inspired 
modern miniature creators such as 
Maryline Poole Adams and Robert 
Massmann, who frequently pushed 
the limits with their projects.  Other 
modern artists who have worked with 
moveables and pop-ups include Di-
ane Weiss, Ed Hutchins, Maria Victoria 
Garrido, Peter and Donna Thomas, Pat 
Baldwin, Jodi Williams, Kelly Houle, and 
Miyako Akai. 

He concluded by recommending 
two books: The Book as Art by Krystyna 
Wasserman and Book Dynamics: Ed 
Hutchins Turns, Twists and Topples Tra-
dition.

Shawn Sheehy, a nationally recog-
nized paper engineer and creator of the 
spectacular A Pop-Up Field Guide to North American Wild-
flowers gave a two day workshop at BookWorks and then in-
corporated a part of that into his hands-on afternoon talk at 
the Conclave.  With prepared cutouts he demonstrated the 
use of tabs in creating pop-up works. The one  he referred to 
as exploding broccoli (it was pink) was especially  popular.  
It was helpful that a number of people who had attended 
the workshop were in the audience to guide those of us who 
seemed to be all thumbs.

While we wrestled with tabs and slots and folds Sheehy 
pointed out the need to be certain that none of your cut-
outs extended beyond the actual page.  Sheehy explained 
his background and mentioned the fact that one no longer 
needed to cut everything by hand as there were now machines available that could be pro-
grammed to do whatever cuts were needed.

The Gabrielle Fox presentation “Blue Ridge, Blue Grass; Nunnehi Shaman: the Book Arts 
in Appalachia” discussed the fact that book arts are now being taught in schools that have 

Larry Seidman

Interior closeup of Illustrated Architecture by Maria 
Victoria Garrido

Shawn Sheehy
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traditionally taught fine crafts. 
Gabrielle has taught several times at Penland (North Carolina) School of Crafts, probably 

the best known of these schools. They now offer printing, binding, and papermaking in one, 
two, and eight week workshops.

There are a number of these schools in Appalachia: Arrowmont in Gatlinburg, Tennessee, 
North Carolina’s John C. Campbell Folk School in Brasstown and Cullowhee Mountain Arts in 
Cullowhee and focussing strictly on printed works, Asheville BookWorks and, in Lexington, 
Kentucky, University of Kentucky Press and the nearby Larkspur Press where Gray Zeitz 
annually offers a wood engraving workshop.  

The evening’s champagne and dessert buffet at the Asheville BookWorks allowed 
attendees to examine the items that were later auctioned off by Father Joseph Curran.

The Book Fair on Sunday brought its usual delights and at least one problem—because 
some of her luggage went astray Pat Sweet of Bo Press did not have all of her stock.

The evening banquet put things back on track with Jean Sexton talking on “A Booklover at 
Home: George Vanderbilt’s Library at Biltmore.” Not only is the library fabulous, but the man 
actually read his books.

The annual awards:

Karen Nyman—Glasgow Cup   

   

Joan Knoertzer—Norman Forgue Award     

Those who stayed over to tour the Biltmore learned 
there was more than the home and gardens. There 
was also a farm village that emphasized the winery 
and dairy. Lunch was at the Deerpark Restaurant on 
the grounds. 

Edward Hoyenski—Anderson-Yarnell Award
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A Footnote to the Ashville Conclave 
from Robert Orndorff

A month ago in Asheville, Sharon Sharp and I noticed several miniature books in The Old 
Kentucky Home, the boardinghouse once owned by Julia Wolfe. Julia was Thomas Wolfe’s 
mother, and the boardinghouse, part of the Wolfe Memorial, is where Tom grew up. We were in 
Asheville for the conclave, which was excellent.

  I recommended the memorial to Mark Palkovic, and mentioned the books. Later sotto voce 
he revealed that he had found them, too. Of course, he knew right away what they were. 

  Should I mention that you could not see them by standing 
demurely behind the rope? Oh, no. To see the books, you had 
to lean over the rope through the doorway into the room, and 
then look sharply to the left. 

I’m not much of a photographer so I’m glad that my photo 
caught just a little of the marvelous light in that room. One thing 
that makes The Old Kentucky Home so nice is that everything 
is still there and just as the family left it. The books are in the 
“Back Corner Room,” on the second floor. They were in the 
boardinghouse when it was donated to the memorial in 1949. 

Julia purchased the boardinghouse in 1906. She took only 
Tom with her, and Tom lived there until 1916 when he left home 
for college. Tom would return to Asheville in 1917, 1922, 1923, 
1929, and 1937.

The books could have come into the family one by one in 
Whitman’s candy boxes. 

Or the family might have bought them at Woolworth’s. Did you see the old Woolworth’s in 
Asheville? In that first year alone, Woolworth’s sold more than one million of the Little Leather 
Library books. Or they could have purchased them by mail in response to a magazine ad.

Tom, a voluble writer, was tall and broad in stature. He stammered but had a “foghorn” voice. 
He lived life large as writers were supposed to. In short, he was anything but a miniature man. 
But could he have been a miniature book man?

Small books on desk at the 
Wolfe Memorial  (See the books 
upclose on the  back cover)

 1922 Whitman ad Book shaped box from the ad From another ad the Library 
Package enclosed in a green 
suede bookcover 
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One cannot underestimate the importance of Shakespeare for Tom. For example, his father 
often recited passages from memory, and Tom from a young age could already do the same. 

Charles and Albert Boni were 21 and 23 years old when they founded The Little Leather 
Library Corporation (a.k.a. the Knickerbocker Leather & Novelty Co.) in 1915 with Harry 
Scherman. 

The Bonis owned the Washington Square Book Shop, which Albert had purchased with his 
law school money. Scherman was a copywriter at J. Walter Thompson and, like the Bonis, a 
Greenwich Village habitué. 

Albert Boni believed the book store could get him started in publishing, but that was a long 
shot. In 1911, the major American publishers did not have a single Jewish employee.

All the same, the Little Leather Library would be the first of many remarkable Jewish efforts, 
and would lead directly to—or directly in contradistinction to—the Modern Library, the Book-
of-the-Month Club, and Alfred Knopf, among others.

Those same major American publishers were not interested in modernist European and 
American writers. Advertising and promotion were changing. These new firms published 
quality editions of modernist writers at compelling prices, and sold them like soap. 

I have no evidence but believe Tom and the Bonis must have known each other. After all, 
Tom taught at Washington Square College (New York University), a block or two from the Boni 
bookstore.

What in the world did the Little Leather Library have to do with the broad aims of Albert 
Boni: modernism, socialism, the avant-garde, etc.? Reprinting the classics in miniature format 
for broad distribution looks to be a conservative enterprise. Or maybe not?

That question is a nice one to end on. 
Contact MBS member Robert Orndorff by email if you would like a copy of the bibliography he 

compiled in writing this article.
And check the back cover of this issue for a closeup photo of the books at the Wolfe house 

and of Bible carvings by W.O. Wolfe (Tom’s father).

2012 Asheville Conclave
Karen Nyman Thanks Her Helpers

  This year’s Conclave was once again budgeted as a “no-profit event” and thanks to a lot 
of help from many MBS members, it was profitable after all – we netted $505.54. An amazing 
abundance of auction donations added another $4,013 to our treasury.  Special thanks to 
Neale Albert, Judith Howard and Lark Books for particularly generous auction contributions.

  Planning a conclave 2,500 miles from my home in SanDiego was full of challenges!  I 
couldn’t have done it without an enormous amount of help from MBS members.  They 
contributed flyers, banners, pastries, supplies, ideas, opinions, expertise and a lot of time. My 
sincerest thanks to: Laurie Corral of BookWorks, Barbara Williamson, Larry Seidman, Gabrielle 
Fox, Father Joe Curran, Kathy King, Janet King, Mark Palkovic, Jim Brogan, Jan Becker, Paula 
Nelson, Stephen Byrne, Yvonne Perez-Collins, Lucia Farias, Joan Boring and Angelika Jaeck.

Thanks also to the 64 members who attended the Conclave.  I appreciate the effort it took 
to break away from your busy schedules and fly all the way to Asheville.  Hosting the conclave 
was fun for me but I look forward to my role next year in Vancouver - as an attendee!  I wish 
co-hosts Jan Kellett and Jim Brogan much success.

Karen Nyman
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MUSING OF AN EX-MINIATURE BOOK 
COLLECTOR

Preamble:  We stopped collecting miniature books, but our interest in them 
in no way diminished. Moreover, we continue as publishers.

Last year I got very sick and among others, it led to two important deci-
sions: I closed my private medical office and  as a mutual agreement,  Mary 
and I stopped collecting miniature books. (except when we run into some-
thing exceptional that “you cannot live without”). After 50 years, we accu-
mulated a modest collection of some 5000 miniature volumes, some very 
valuable, others less so. We thought that this is enough. Our collection pales 
in comparison to some of the well-known big ones, yet we are very proud 
of it. Now that we don’t collect any more, we have time to get acquainted 
with our own books, look at them, read them, handle them in our living room 
where we are  surrounded by them on special shelves and cabinets. We have 
to apologize to the publishers and dealers whose books we used to buy regu-
larly,  that we will look at their beautiful books with great interest but seldom 
will we buy any.

One way of finishing your collecting days that you simply enjoy what you 
have. Others, generously donate their collection in their lifetime to libraries 
and still keep collecting. Disposal, of course, is a big problem, after you are 
gone. Your heirs can sell via one or more dealers, put them up for auction, 
donate them away or  -horribile dictu! – keep them. Our two oldest sons show 
no interest whatsoever in our miniature book collection, yet when we asked 
them a few years back, if they wanted us to give it away to the  Toronto Public 
Library, their reaction was :  no,no… keep them. Whether this was more of an 
emotional than  a rational reaction, is debatable. One can hope that once the 
collection is theirs, their interest will develop.

Even as stepping aside as collectors, we continue our activities as 
publishers of miniature books, that we have pursued for many years. Mary’s 
skills as artist, illustrator and bookbinder  gave us some success, including 
two distinguished book awards. I am just the text-writer in most of them. 
As we have stated before, while we greatly admire the skills and artistry of 
the creators of artist books, we don’t do them and never have in 16 years of 
miniature book making. Ours are “bookish books”, i.e they have a front and 
back cover, pages that you can turn and have a substantive content.  Mary’s  
latest book,  “PROVENCE” two years in the making, is perhaps her  best: 
with richly decorated cover with inlays and onlays and inside, a number of 
illustrations including original miniature etchings

Next year we’ll come out with  a much simpler case-bound book.
After 19 years of not missing a single conclave, we are now missing  them 

three years in a row. The reason was relatively complicated way of getting 
there and my health did not permit tiring itineraries. But we plan to be in 
Vancouver next year. At least we have a non-stop direct flight.

Dr. Paul Devenyi
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MINIATURE BOOK NEWS
Julian I. Edison, Editor

8 St. AndrewS drive  •  St. LouiS, mo  •  63124

no. 148  - november - 2012

SCANDINAVIAN MINIATURE BOOKS

Very little seems to have been written about miniature books published in Denmark, 
Norway or Sweden either in times gone by or contemporary.

In December of 2005 a long article appeared in Miniaturbuch Journal, the Stuttgart journal, 
about Scandinavian miniature books published from 1685 to 1800. Written in Danish by Jens 
Lyster of Alsen, Denmark, it was translated into German. Our gal in Berlin, Anjelika Jaeck has 
graciously translated it into English. Since the work is quite lengthy, your editor has edited 
down to a readable size, below.

Scandinavian Miniature Devotional-Books 
By Jens Lyster, Alsen, Denmark

Translation from the German version by Angelika Jaeck

A long tradition of Danish-
Norwegian Lilliputs and 
other small prints 1685-1800

I was very astonished to 
find a book in the University 
Library in Trondheim that was 
not registered in the Biblioteca 
Danica:  “Selected religious 
prayers and psalms for every 
weekday”. Devotional books 
that are structured after a 
weekday schemata have been 
of interest to me ever since I 
first found Hans Christensen 
Sthens “Christian and selected 
prayers… arranged to pray on 
every special day of the week” 
from 1557.

 ... 
As I said, I was astonished 

– also because the book was 
very hard to discover. I had never seen such a small book. In the first part of Nathanael 
Franséns’ significant work on “The Swedish Ubsala Song book 1645” , I knew a picture of 
the “smallest Swedish psalm book”, that was printed in Stockholm in 1648. According to the 
illustration, it is 45 x 69 mm (1.77 x 2.72 inches) and has a type area of only 26 x 51 mm (1.02 
x 2.01 inches). I didn’t know of a Lilliput book from Denmark. Now I suddenly had a Danish 
miniature book with the cover size of 33 x 54 mm (1.3 x 2.13 inches) (which is about the size 
of an ancient box of matches) and a type area of 29 x 44 mm (1.14 x 1.89 inches)! As small as 
the whole thing looked, that day with this book, was the beginning of a long development 
that culminates in a series of investigations and comments.

Front cover:  

Page 2-3 MAO-1746 

Early Swedish Psalms of 1722.
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Early Danish Lilliput print
Since then, I have tried to make up for my ignorance about 

the existence of Danish miniature devotional books.  It is evident 
that we have issued miniature devotional books early. There is a 
prayer book from 1553 in Sedez. That means that every sheet was 
folded 4 times so that 16 sheets or 32 pages come out. The format 
is called 32°.

There is only one copy of the book known and among others, 
the title page is missing, but in all likelihood it was named “An 
exquisite lovely small prayer book”, like the reprint in octavo from 
1556. In the preserved foreword of the book “written in Lund 
New Year Anno Domini M.D.L.I.” is indicated that the book was 
published by Superintendent Frands Vormordsen in Lund and 
dedicated to King Christian III. A gift for the king didn’t have to 
impress by size, because the type area of this book is only 31 x 
46 mm (1.22 x 1.81 inches) and it has only 14 rows per page. The 
book was printed by Jürg. Richolff in Lübeck. The Swedish 
book historian Krister Gierow has analyzed the contents of 
the book and proven that is was based on the widespread 
German prayer book “A prayer book of all sorts of common 
concerns” 1543….

Why was this early Danish prayer book issued in such 
a small format? Was the format borrowed from a German 
publisher?   Certainly we know today that there is no German 
miniature book from the 16th century with this content. 
But in 1725 in Breslau the book “A beautiful prayer book to 
use in hard times and concerns” was printed in format 22 
x 40 mm (0.87 x 1.57 inches). This could have been a later 
reprint of the miniature book from the 16th century and 
Vormordsen could have used it. Since the Breslau miniature 
book can’t be obtained, the reader must  be content with 
this presumption.

In 1553 another Danish miniature book in 32° with a 
column size of 36 x 52 mm (1.42 x 2.05 inches) was printed 
with the title “A lovely little prayer book, taken from the holy 
bible and other selected psalms of David, translated into 
Danish by Francisco Vormorsøn and now improved by many other lovely prayers, useful for 
every Christian in these dangerous times, Anno 1553”. …

We will concentrate on devotional books with songs and prayers. Therefore we only briefly 
mention that, again according to Harals Ilsöe, the smallest Danish book, a dwarf Lilliput, 
probably is “Home right 1776, Kobenhagen by [printer or publisher Morten] Hallager”. A copy 
with 22 sheets and measurements of  20 x 27 mm (0.79 x 1.06 inches) is mentioned in K.F. 
Plesners “Books. Essays for book collectors”, 1942, 108 f. There is an illustration that shows the 
book together with a gold capsule beside a match box on the plate between page 104 und 
105. The book is printed in clear Antiqua and has 11 lines with 15-17 letters each per page.

Function of miniature books
Why are such small books printed? Firstly, an advantage of miniature books is that they 

can be easily transported….  Also it has charm. Small is beautiful. Particularly the latter is 
probably the reason why miniature books have become a collectable object. … But also 

Page 3. Left: Title page of “Selected religious prayers, Kbh. 1685” 
Right: The Swedish miniature book from 1648. 

Page 4: end of foreword and beginning prayer in “A lovely little prayer book” 1552. 

Title page of “Selected 
religious prayers. 
Kopenhagen 1685”

Page 3. Left: Title page of “Selected religious prayers, Kbh. 1685” 
Right: The Swedish miniature book from 1648. 

Page 4: end of foreword and beginning prayer in “A lovely little prayer book” 1552. 

1648 Swedish miniature book 
of Psalms..
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past times may have raved about curiosities. A beautiful little book was suitable as a gift 
for various occasions. The previously mentioned “An exquisite lovely small prayer book” was 
given to King Christian III for New Year 1552.

New Year’s gifts like this have become more common since 1800 (the height was only 
14 mm (0.55 inch)), which led to the term New Year’s format. Harald Illsöe writes 1849 in 

reference to “Fund of Forskning”, X. 1963, 162, that “Such editions 
were well liked, especially by women – who liked to keep them in 
their sewing baskets.”  - also a practical use!

Generally, we can presume that the miniature format had 
special practical advantages in the 17th century. As mentioned 
above, on travels, for example. … that “the time literally cried for 
a usable book, for a book for everyone. The scholar wanted to 
take his classics with him, the clergyman his bible and testament, 
the lawyer his laws and the student his ABC.”

…
A new group of users has to be named: the soldiers! 1647 one 

of the oldest prayer books for soldiers with the titel “Wandle vor 
Gott und sei Fromm. Geistliche Schild-Wacht von 1647” (Walk 
before the Lord and be pious. Religious sentinel from 1647) was 
issued in format 40 x 60 mm(1.57 x 2.36 inches) with a matching 
neck pouch. It wouldn’t be surprising if this religious sentinel 
saved many soldiers’ lives by catching the bullet that would 
otherwise have gone through the brave heart. In such situations 
the miniature book may have taken on the status of an amulet.

The Swedish book historian Gösta Engström at the University 
Library in Göteborg believes that the small books were especially important for the 
transmission of messages in opposition circles in times that were characterized by dictatorship 
or absolutism. One could take such a book easily in one’s pocket, pass it on unseen on the 
street or at a meeting and that way the seeds of the uprising and revolution became more 
widespread. Engström mentions as an example of a turbulent 
period in our times a small booklet: “The art of shaving oneself. 
New approaches to male cosmetics” Prague 1934, in which the 
reader first finds the actual theme of the booklet after page 4: 
“The fight and goals of the revolutionary socialism!”.  It was a 
propaganda material that was easy to smuggle in. 

 …
The Danish miniature book that is the subject of the current 

investigation, and either has the title “Religious selected prayers 
and songs for every weekday” or “Morning and evening sacrifice 
for every week day” was probably first issued around 1680. 
From the content or the ownership, no reliable information 
about the target group is found.  Possibly it was targeted to 
women of the upper class. Two copies (MAO-1755 and MAO-
1781*) are bound in violet velvet and the titles printed in gold. 
[*MAO = morning and evening sacrifice]. One of the preserved 
entries of the owner (MAO-1782) points out that the owner was 
a man. …

Maybe it is a coincidence that the oldest copy of this miniature book was found in Norway. 
A total of 6 of these copies are found in Norwegian libraries or with Norwegian private 

Page 11 b    Titel page of MAO-1755. 

Page 11 c    left: Inscription and title page of MAO 1746.   Right: First double page, page 2-3  
in MAO 1746. 

page 12 a  Titel page of MAO-1800. 

Title page of Morning 
and Evening Prayers, 
1755.

Page 12 b Title page of MAO-1799 
Title page of Morning and 
Evening Prayers, 1799.
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owners. Although all copies were printed in Copenhagen, they could very well have been 
wide spread in Norway.  …

 …
It is hard to decide when the Danish book was first published, as long as we have not 

seen foreign models of the Danish devotional book and we cannot exactly define the Danish 
sources of the book. …

Lilliput books were en vogue at the end of the 17th century. The mentioned book sellers 
catalogue “Mercurius Librarius Danicus” records the title of another 32° book that probably 
has to be considered lost. In January 1678 “Vade Mecum, or Manual, containing: 1. Religious 
songs…2. Religious incense altar, 1677, 32°.” is mentioned.  In January 1683, the same 
“VadeMecum, or the religious altar of incense”, 2. Edition, 1682, 32° is mentioned.

The content of the Danish miniature book
We can indeed not conclude that a miniature book always is second in relation to other 

editions. It seems that Vormordsens prayer book from 1551 was published in the first edition 
in Sedez and then in Octave. Principally, nothing would speak against a miniature book 
being a pioneer and bringing new material to the market.  Yet we think it is more likely that 
the content of a miniature book was first issued in traditional printing. 

…
The mention in brackets about the source of the prayers from the “biblical bet-source” 

is interesting. A Danish book with this title in unknown in the Bibliotheca Danica. In 1632, 
Georg Zeämann published a “Biblical Betsource and honor Kron, Uff Ehrnberg braided 
together from the heavenly paradise garden”, Nürnberg 1632, its content was highly praised 
by Paul Althaus.

We can assume that this is the German source for the prosa poems of the miniature book, 
unless there are other prayer books with this title. Zeämann wrote his 775 page prayer 
book during a long prison term in the fortress Ehrnberg in Tirol. Zeämann died 1638 as 
Superintendent in Straslund.

 …
In the same year, the weekly prayers also appeared in “A devotional Prayer Book that 

contains: 1. Morning and evening prayers for every weekday. 2. Prayers about the confession 
and the Holy Communion. 3. Yearly Church prayers. Bergen, printed in the royal privileged 
printing house”, which accompanied the issue of Kingos song book, which was printed 1699 
in Bergen.

The content of the songs in the miniature book is surprising for several reasons. From 
the general outline of the book one would expect 7 morning and 7 evening songs. But the 
evening songs for Tuesday and the morning song for Friday are missing. 

 …

Title page and 
following double 
page of Morning 
and Evening 
Sacrifice (MAO) 
for 1736
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Bibliography of the known 
editions, all printed in Copenagen:

“Selected devotional prayers and 
songs for every weekday. Printed in 
Copenhagen by Joh. Ad. Baxm. Year 
1685.” [ABP-1685] 143 pages, 13 rows 
per page, type area 29 x 48 mm (1.14 
x 1.89 inches), Block 33 x 54 mm (1.3 x 
2.13 inches). 

“Selected devotional prayers and 
songs” Kbh. 1691 [ABP-1691] 143 
pages, 13 rows per page, type area 29 
x 48 mm (1.14 x 1.89 inches), Block 38 
x 53 mm (1.5 x 2.09 inches) 

“Morning and evening sacrifice for 
every weekday. Copenhagen, can be 
purchased from J. Boppenhausen.” 
[MAO-Bopp] 144 pages, 15 rows per 

page, type area 33 x 57 mm (1.3 x 2.24 inches), block 38 x 60 mm (1.5 x 2.36 inches). (2 photos 
below.)

The next miniature devotional book has the title: “Morning and evening sacrifice, for every 
weekday. Kopenhagen printed by Joach. Schmidtgen 1726” [MAO-1726]. It has 144 pages, 
15 rows on each page, the type area has the format 28 x 44 mm, the book block is 39 x 60 
mm and it is 10 mm thick. 

The next miniature edition is “Morning and evening sacrifice for every weekday. 
Kopenhagen. Printed by Andr. Hartv. Godiche [sic!] 1736.” [MAO-1736] It also has 144 pages 
with 15 rows in the type area. 

“Morning and evening sacrifice for every weekday. Kopenhagen. Printed by Andr. Hartv.  
Godiche 1743.” [MAO-1743] 144 pages, type area 26 x 43 mm (1.02 x 1.69 inches), 15 rows per 
page, Block size 38 x 58 mm (1.5 x 2.28 inches), 13 mm thick. 

Same title and printer as above for 1746 and 1755.
“Morning and evening sacrifice for every weekday. Kopenhagen. Printed by Niels Hansen 

Möller. 1758 [MAO-1758] 144 pages, type area 26 x 42 mm (1.02 x 1.65 inches), Block size 40 
x 58 mm (1.57 x 2.28 inches) , 9 mm (0.35 inches) thick. 15 rows per page.   

“Morning and evening sacrifice for every weekday. Kopenhagen. Printed by Höpfner und 
sold by him.” [1760?]. 

“Morning and evening sacrifice for every weekday. Kopenhagen. Printed by L.C. 
Simmelkiaer, 1781.” [MAO-1781] 144 pages, approx. 37 x 59 mm.  

Same title and printer as above for 1782 and 1792.“Morning and evening sacrifice for every 
weekday. Kopenhagen. Printed by Royal court book printer N Möller and Son, 1799.” [MAO-
1799] 144 pages, type area 29 x 42 mm 1.14 x 1.65 inches), 15 rows per page, block 38 x 58 
mm (1.5 x 2.28 inches), 

“Morning and evening sacrifice for every weekday. Kopenhagen. Printed an available by 
Royal court printer N. Möller and son. 1800.” [MAO-1800] 144 pages, 15 rows per page. 

“Morning and evening sacrifice for every weekday. Kopenhagen. Printed in I. Liebes Press 
by M. seest.” [MAO-Seest]  larger extent with 165 pages, 13 rows per page, type area is 28 x 
45 mm (1.1 x 1.77 inches), the book block has a format of 34 x 55 mm (1.34 x 2.17 inches) 

The publisher Issac Liebe was a bookbinder by profession. The printer Matthias Seest lived 
from 1760 – 1812 und learned his trade as a book binder in the Gödiche printing shop. He 
had his own printing shop from 1792 until his death (1812).

Last page and inside of book cover of MAO 1736
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INDEX FOR MINIATURE BOOK NEWS (MBN)

Miniature Book News (MBN) was started in 1965 by your editor as an independent quarterly 
publication to investigate, study and keep information about the world of miniature books 
current.

With the purchase of the Spielmann Collection the year before, I decided this activity would 
be interesting and a lot of fun. CATALOGUE OF THE LIBRARY OF MINIATURE BOOKS collected by 
Percy Edwin Spielmann, Ph.D., B.Sc., F.R I C., F.R.S.L. was published in 1961. This “Catalogue” 
is really a 289 page bound book encompassing about 540 descriptive entries of miniature 
books & sets together with other important information. Spielmann was a famous British 
chemist. His collection was put together largely with the help of Louis Bondy, the renowned 
London dealer and doyen of the tiny tome terra firma. The book itself, written entirely by 
Bondy, was the first comprehensive catalogue of the miniature book world, in any language.

Spielmann’s collection, auctioned in one lot, comprised some 800 books together 
with handsome wooden cases, plus a dozen file boxes of manila folders chuck full of 
correspondence, translations of articles, copies of obscure publications in several languages, 
and other rare reference material.  It was this cache of original and hard-to-find information 
about miniature books together with the books themselves that encouraged me to start 
MBN.

The News-Letters of the LXIVMOS, published in the 1920s by James Henderson of Boston 
was the last major journal about this field. I decided to take the same format and try to 
extend the same goals of the LXIVMOS. The production and collection of miniature books 
was beginning to flourish, particularly in America. The purpose was, and still is, to explore 
everything about miniature books --- their history, the publishers, writers, dealers, collectors, 
libraries, manuscripts, as well as bibliographies --- and write about these subjects.

MBN then was born as a quarterly journal for subscribers in 1965, before the Miniature 
Book Society (MBS) was even formed (in 1981). After 108 issues, it was incorporated as a 
separate section of the MBS journal in 2001, and has now passed its 147th issue. However, 
the MBN number 147 does not correlate to the MBS issue number (number 91 in this issue) 
because the MBS journal began later (1983) and because MBS went through a number of 
series before its present format.

In any event, after 147 issues, and still going, MBN deserves an index if someone wants 
to find a particular subject without having to go through all the issues. I have created 
and updated just such an index. With 16 pages It is informal in scope, though not as 
comprehensive an index as the 37 page index that Bob Massmann prepared for the even 
fewer issues (21) for the reprint of the LXIVMOS in 1968.

But the MBN Index does its work. It covers the 147 issues from 1965 to 2012.  And I am now 
making this available, complimentarily, by sending it out online to all current MBS members 
who have email addresses. Karen Nyman, MBS Treasurer and Membership Chair, reports that 
about 85% of the MBS membership has email addresses, although not all have given this 
information to MBS.

For the 15% or so that is reached by this journal issue only, but will not receive the index 
via email, or for any other persons who may want a paper copy, the Index will be available 
for $10 to cover postage and handling by writing your editor and sending a check to me at: 
8 St. Andrews Dr., St. Louis, MO  63124.

We need to remind MBS members that due to the efforts of Edward Hoyenski, both 
MBS Newsletter and MBN have been digitized at the University of North Texas (UNT) and 
are available online. This project has completed issues only through January 2004 (MBS 
Newsletter 61 and MBN issue 119). The project is currently in limbo but we hope UNT will 
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continue in the future.
Actual back issues of MBN itself from number 1 to 108 are also available at $1 per issue, 

plus postage. Contact me at jiestl@mac.com, or at 8 St. Andrews Dr. St. Louis, MO  63124.
As for the MBS Newsletter, an Index was prepared for 1983 – 1988 by Evron Collins. 

However, the Index is somewhat confusing, because, as Collins explained, “ of the journal’s 
irregular publication dates and variations in the numbering of its issues…”

So here is a project waiting to happen, and needed: an updated Index for the MBS 
Newsletter.  Any volunteers?

MINIATURE BOOK NEWS (MBN) INDEX  (1965‐2012) 
(Issues No. 1 – 147) 

 

KEY 
All numbers refer to an issue of MBN 

1)  Bold – Title of a book 
2) Bold number (e.g.81) – article in this MBN 

issue contains illustrations 
3)  UPPER CASE (i.e. ALL CAPS) – Title of an article 

4) Lower case – Subject of an article KEY 
 

A 
 
ABC’s (ABECDAIRIES, Alphabet Counters)—16,18,31 
Adams, Maryline Poole—54,84 
Adler, Kurt S.,Inc.—51 
Adomeit, Ruth E.—37,44,51,54,63,64,88,89,92,110,114 
Advertising through miniature books—52 
Aeolian Harp—54 
Agnus Dei—43,83,95 
NEALE ALBERT AND DESIGNER BINDINGS—107,116,130,141,144 
ALMACK’S BALLROOM MANUAL—53 
ALMANACHS MINISCULES FRANCAIS—57,58,74 
Almanacks—2,3,9,37,57,58,64,66,106 
Dess Alten Testaments Mittler—61 
American Antiquarian Society—23,59 
American miniature books—53,67 
American Newspaper Directory—67 
American Technical Industries, Inc.—51 
AMERICAN THUMB BIBLES—12 
Amistad Press of Austin,TX—37,38,53 
Anacreon—38 
ANCIENT CLASSICS IN MINIATURE—38 
An Agnus Dei—83,95 
Anatomy of Bibliomania—61 
Andensen, Frank J.—53,54 
Andrews and McMeel Series—90,93,96 
Antiquarian Bookman—53 
Arno Gschwendtner—138,145 
AROUND THE WORLD‐‐ 147 
Arrowsmith Almanacks—9 
THE ART OF THE BOOK—84              1     
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WELSH BIBLIOGRAPHY  
DIGITIZED AND EXPANDED  

The Bibliography of Miniature Books (1470 – 1965), compiled by Doris Welsh is the go-to 
reference work in the large world of miniature books. This enormous opus contains 7271 
entries in 250 double-columned pages, including an index. 

Doris Varner Welsh typed up this digest herself around 1965, but it was not published as a 
book until 1989. The finished work was edited by Msgr. Francis Weber, Chairman Emeritus of 
the Miniature Book Society, and published by Kathryn Rickard of Cobleskill, New York.

Msgr. Weber’s preface gives the background, and we quote in part:
 
“The genesis of this massive tome can be traced back almost half a century. It was begun 

shortly after Doris V. Welsh took up her duties as Head of the Catalogue Department at 
Chicago’s prestigious Newberry Library.

“Originally intended as a checklist, the bibliography just kept growing. Doris pored over 
each new catalogue as it arrived at the library, jotting down any and all information or 
references about miniature books…

“Mrs. Rickard found out about two of Doris’s unpublished manuscripts, The History of 
Miniature Books, and A Bibliography of Miniature Books (1470 – 1965). In 1987, Kathryn 
arranged for the publication of The History, hoping all the while that the bibliography could 
also be published.”

After extensive contacts with Kathryn, Msgr. Weber offered to act as editor of the 
bibliography, and this encouraged her to publish the work.

Msgr. Francis J. Weber is an archivist for the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, and author.  Msgr. 
Weber has been central to the Miniature Book Society, going all the way back as a charter 
member of the initial MBS organizational meeting in 1983 and as a past President. Other 
colorful names he has for himself, according to the Wikipedia entry, are “Old Country Priest,” 
“Scrivener”, and “Curmedgeon.”

In 1991 Msgr. Weber gave his substantial collection of over 7,000 miniature books to the 
Huntington Library in Pasadena, California, which at that time possessed only about 1,000 
titles.  And he has continued to add to this gift. 

In 1996, Lenora Shull, Huntington cataloguer, began listing the books from Weber’s 
collection. Suzanne Oatey brought this listing up to date as of 2011. As of May last year this 
listing now includes hand-written annotations. All of these additions have been incorporated 
into a digitized copy of the bibliography which can now be accessed on the Huntington 
Digital Library website.

Welsh’s bibliography includes all “real” books with text that Welsh knew about up to 1965, 
when she stopped mostly due to health. It does not include miniature manuscript books, 
lockets, imitation books, advertising leaflets, miniature newspapers, and other ephemera. For 
bibliographic information after 1965, Robert C. Bradbury’s excellent book, Twentieth Century 
United State Miniature Books, covers the American waterfront. And Bradbury’s subsequent 
book, Antique United States Miniature Books 1690 – 1900, covers the earlier American period.  
There is, per force, some overlap with Welsh.

I spoke with Alan Jutzi, curator of Rare Books at the Huntington. He brought me up to date 
on this substantial digital project.

The annotated copy was formed by starting out with an interleaved copy of the 
Bibliography. Each text page was separated so that the adjoining page was blank to receive 
the hand-written additions. Shull inspected each book at the Huntington and if it differed 
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from a Welsh listing, she would insert this notation on the blank page. It appears that most 
of the 221 pages have some annotations. It would be a most welcome task if Kathryn 
Rickard were around, or someone else, to publish what would be a second edition of this 
key reference book.

To log on to the Huntington Digital Library website, the various collections are identified. 
If you enter “miniature books” in the search box, this brings up three separate classifications:

1) Francis J. Weber miniature book collection: 20th century (Finding aid). Entering 
this site brings up all of the books in the collection, listed by publisher.

2) Index to “Non-book” miniatures and related materials.  This site brings up 
listings of ephemera, newspapers, periodicals, articles, MBS literature, photos, 
etc. For example there are approximately 275 issues of the Cracker Jack 
miniature books that were produced from the 1920s on.

3) The Bibliography itself. This is produced in a PDF format, so it is easy to bring 
up each page, although it takes a little practice to manipulate so that you can 
see the hand notations across from the printed listings.

All in all a stupendous project, for which we congratulate Alan Jutzi, Lenora Shull, Suzanne 
Oatey, and the Huntington Library for making it happen.
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NOVEMBER 2012 CHANGEABOUTS

New Members:

Cathie Abney
3105 Milton Road
Middletown OH  45042-3656
513 727-1243 (h)
cathieabney@gmail.com

Annie Alexander
204 N. McCormick
Prescott AZ  86301
928 778-2713 (h)
cezannie@gmail. com
Beyond Words, Artist Books

Dianne Bailey
108 South Main Street
Fountain Inn SC 29644
864 243-3341 (h)
864 408-9747 (o)
864 787-2439 (cell)
baileybq108@gmail.com
www.bookquestusedbooks.com
Bookquest

Heidi Becker
343 County Road 513
Califon NJ  07830-4164
heidiLB2001@yahoo.com

Marsha DuPre
135 Belle Rive Drive
Ninety Six SC  29666
864 543-4511 (h)
864 993-6560 (cell)
marshadupre87@gmail.com
Paperdance

Lauren Faulkenberry
3980 180th Street NE
Solon IA  52333
828 230-4711 (cell)
firebrandpress@gmail.com
www.firebrandpress.org
Firebrand Press

Burmma & Robert Hardy
P O Box 431
Laramie WY  82073
307 742-0224 (h)
307 766-2027 (o)
bhardyr@uwyo.edu

Elina Lundahl
Tuomiokirkonkatu 20 B79
Tampere  33100
FINLAND
+358 44 3546258 (h)
HerraHaligari@veterok.net
www.veterok.net

Nancy Roffey
5431 Cresthaven Lane #D2
Toledo OH  43614
419 473-1564 (h)
nroffey@buckeye-express.com

Kimberly Simpson
205 Brewster Road
Scarsdale NY  10583
kimberly205@gmail.com

Jack Wiedenfeld
5301 Brougham Lane
Plano TX  75023
972 612-1253 (h)
jwiedenfeld@verizen.net

Renewed Member:

Pam East
4950 Streamside Drive
Johns Creek GA  30022
770 752-7391 (h)
pam@pameast.net

Judy Moses
330 West 56th Street Apt 4L
New York NY  10019
212 957-4029 (h)
edis5839@yahoo.com

Address 
Changeabouts:

Polly Eaton
21 Ellsworth Village Road
Acton MA  01720
978 429-8785 (h)

Laurence Fayard
304 East 8th Street Apt 8
New York NY  10009
347 734-1972 (cell)

Sherry and Stewart Hesch
27 Melody Lane
South Chatham MA  02659
508 432-8276 (h)

George and Beverly Panas
165 Fairway Drive
Seekonk MA  02771
508 639-5663 (h)

David Reichert
5255 James Road
Santa Barbara, CA 93111
805 683-4386 (h)

Email Changeabouts:

Joan Boring
joboring@gmail.com

Hurley Books
hurleybooks@myfairpoint.net

Barbara & Ray Williamson
willibj1@att.net

Telephone 
Changeabouts:

Miriam & Ken Irwin
513 503-3522 (cell)

Virginia Letourneau
212 889-1017 (h)

Pat Sweet
951-836-3168 (cell)

Marbled graphic “Under the  
Willow Tree” by Robert Wu
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OF NOTE: 

Neale Albert Exhibit at John Rylands Library

  The University of Manchester, UK, hosted Neale Albert’s 
unique display of specially bound miniature books by 
and about Shakespeare along with a miniature model 
of the Globe Theatre and a miniature bookcase in the  
form of an apse by Tim Gosling.  The show “Brush Up 
Your Shakespeare  was available to the public from 
June 29 to July 27.

Karen Nyman has an exhibit of miniature books at the Point Loma Library, 3701 Voltaire 
Street, San Diego, California, during the months of November and December.

With this issue of your MBS Newsletter, you also received the FABS Newsletter.  If you re-
ceive the FABS Newsletter from other book societies and don’t need to receive it from MBS, 
please let us know so we can discontinue sending it to you.  Please contact Karen Nyman at 
karennyman2@cox.net or call her at 619-226-4441.

Eileen Cummings entered 125 of her 400 miniature dictionaries at the Del Mar (CA) Fair 
and won first place in hobbies collections.  A new way to draw attention to miniature books!

The National Library Braidense (Italy) for European Heritage Days is offering an exhibi-
tion: “Small, very small, very large indeed. books and small format book artists,”  September 
28 to October 13. An international exhibition on mini-art books belonging Archives Fernan-
da Fe di and Gino Gini along with unique pieces of ultra pocket selected from the historical 
collections.   http://www.braidense.it/attivita/news.php?ID_news=359

Jill Timm’s Mystical Places Press had a nice writeup in The Fine Books Blog for the tunnel 
book Falling Leaves and Earth Magic, which has a cover of sliced, polished rock.

BRIEF NOTES
Catalogues received:

Miniature Books for Sale: Catalog 40, November 1, 2012.  
Karen Nyman’s Annual Christmas Catalog,  
San Diego CA  (emailed by request)
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Yaroslav Kostyuk has his “Space in Miniature Editions” exhibit 
at the Valentina Tereshkova Cosmos Museum for the 55th an-
niversary of the first satellite launch exhibit “Space Women of 
the 20th Century.”  Exhibit runs October 4 to November 30.     

Maclean’s Magazine in their January 23, 2012 issue did a one 
page article on extremely short fiction (360 words or less).  The 
picture accompanying the article shows a miniature book with 
a short story by Joyce Carol Oates—a four word title with a 
four word story.  As the writer says, not a big market but a won-
derful achievement when it works.

Jan Sabota was voted the Guild of Book Workers Lifetime 
Achievement Award for 2012. Unfortunately, with Jan’s passing in May it became a posthu-
mous award.  In an additional note, the street on which the family lives has been renamed 
Sobotova Street. 

Wandering Book Artists (Donna and Peter Thomas) will be John C. Campbell Folk School 
(NC) Nov. 4-10  teaching beginning ukulele. 

Correction and additional information:  the email address for C & K Okuyama’s Atelier du 
Lierre is incorrectly listed in the 2012 Competition Catalog.  It should be  atelierdulierre@
neuf.fr   They have also opened a small book shop in the “quartier latin” in Paris, MiniMa Li-
brairie galerie. It is at 5, rue de l’Echaudé  75006 Paris. They would be happy to welcome all 
MBS members to the shop.

MBS Traveling Exhibit will be at the Library of Michigan, Michigan Library and Historical 
Center, 702 Kalamazoo St., Lansing, MI  48915 from October 15 to December 17, 2012. Details 
at  www.michigan.go/rarebooks

January and February 2013 it will be at the University of Arizona (details yet to be firmed up).  
March to May 2013 will be at the Museum of the Southwest, 1705 West Missouri Avenue, 
Midland, Texas.   Details at www.museumsw.org

Additional exhibit information, including how to host the exhibit, can be found on the 
Society website  www.mbs.org

2013 MBS Competition information is now available on the Society website www.mbs.org

FABS is sponsoring an essay competition for those 30 and under on any aspect of book or 
manuscript collecting from 1940 to the present.  Details are on the front cover of the latest 
issue of FABS.

Maclean’s Magazine in their January 23, 2012 issue did a one page article                                 on 
extremely short fiction (360 words or less).  The accompanying picture                                shows 
a miniature book with a short story by Joyce Carol Oates—a four                                   word title 
with a four word story.  As the writer says, not a big market but                                  a wonderful 
achievement when it works. 

Jan Sabota was voted the Guild of Book Workers Lifetime Achievement                               
Award for 2012. Unfortunately, with Jan’s passing in May it became a                                                           

posthumous award.  In an additional note, the street on which the family                                                       
lives has been renamed Sobotova Street. 

Wandering Book Artists (Donna and Peter Thomas) will be John C.                             Campbell 
Folk School (NC) Nov. 4-10  teaching beginning ukulele.                                          

Correction and additional information:  the email address for C & K                                 
Okuyama’s Atelier du Lierre is incorrectly listed in the 2012 Competition                       Catalog.
It should be atelierdulierre@neuf.fr   They have also opened a                              small book shop 
in the “quartier latin” in Paris, MiniMa Librairie galerie.                             It is at 5, rue de 
l'Echaudé  75006 Paris. 

Gabrielle Fox will be teaching at the American Academy of Bookbinding in
Telluride, Colorado next June.  It will be a five day course on                                           
Miniature Designer Binding in full leather. 

MBS Traveling Exhibit will be at the Library of Michigan, Michigan                                         
Library and Historical Center, 702 Kalamazoo St., Lansing, MI  48915 
from October 15 to December 17, 2012.                                                                                       
Details at www.michigan.go/rarebooks

January and February 2013 it will be at the University of Arizona (details                                         
yet to be firmed up).  March to May 2013 will be at the Museum of the                                          
Southwest, 1705 West Missouri Avenue, Midland, Texas.   Details at                       
www.museumsw.org

Additional exhibit information, including how to host the exhibit, can be
found on the Society website  www.mbs.org

2013 MBS Competition information is now available on the Society                               website 
www.mbs.org
FABS is sponsoring an essay competition for those 30 and under on any                             aspect 
of book or manuscript collecting from 1940 to the present.  Details                                are on the 
front cover of the latest issue of FABS. 

Engraving of Tereshkova
that Yroslav located for 
the exhibit
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Issued in March, July, November. Items for
publication, including advertising material 
should be sent to the Editor. Publication 
deadlines are: February 1, June 1, October 1. 
Payment for advertising should be made to 
Miniature Book Society Inc. and sent to the
Treasurer.

The Miniature Book Society is an international 
nonprofit organization founded in 1983 
and chartered by the state of Ohio, USA. Its 
purposes are to sustain interest in all aspects 
of miniature books;to provide a forum for the 
exchange of ideas; to serve as a clearinghouse 
for information about miniature books.

Website: www.mbs.org
Toll-free phone (USA & Canada):
1-877-MBS-1983

Board of Governors for 2012-2013
President: Mark Palkovic
Vice-President: Stephen Byrne
Secretary: Edward Hoyenski
Treasurer: Karen Nyman
Past President: Julian Edison

Members at-large:
Jim Brogan
Darlene Cordova
C. Kathy King
Joan Knoertzer

Membership in the Society is open to all 
interested individuals, organizations and 
institutions Membership dues in United States 
dollars: $40.00 individual/couple for USA 
members, $45.00 individual/couple for
Canadian members; $55.00 individual/
couple outside North America. Corporate 
membership: $50.00 (USA), $55.00 (Canada), 
$65.00 (outside North America).

Advertising Rates
Full Page 4.5 x 7.5" $100.00
Half Page 4.5 x 3.75" $50.00
Quarter Page 2.25 x 3.75" $30.00

Send ads to:
Barbara Williamson
612 Harvest Drive

McKinney, Texas 75070
 email: willibj1@att.net

Mail payments for ads (in $ US dollars)  
(paypal address minibook@cox.net) to:

Karen Nyman
702 Rosecrans Street

San Diego, CA 92106-3013 

Membership inquiries and dues payments:
Karen Nyman, Treasurer
702 Rosecrans Street
San Diego, CA 92106-3013
619-226-4441 (h)
619-226-4441 (f )
karennyman2@cox.net
Mail payments for ads (in $ US dollars)  
(paypal address
minibook@cox.net )

Newsletter Editor:
Barbara Williamson
612 Harvest Drive
McKinney, Texas  75070
(214) 548-4692
 willibj1@att.net

Miniature Book News Editor
Julian Edison
8 St. Andrews Drive
St. Louis MO 63124
(314) 567-3533
jiestl@mac.com

Manuscripts, letters and news items are 
welcomed and are subject to editing due 
to space and style limitations. Preferably 
submissions should be made electronically, by
e-mail or disk. Attachments on Microsoft Word 
would be preferred. Articles in the Newsletter 
do not necessarily express the views of the 
Board or of the Editor.

Deadline for the next issue: February 1, 2013.

Printed by Alliance Printing & Mailing Services
Middletown, OH

Miniature Book Society Newsletter
A publication of the Miniature Book Society Inc. Number 90
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Judy Moses, James Brogan, Karen Nyman, Joan boring, 
Edward Hoyenski, and Paula Nelson in the atrium of the 
Biltmore.

The auction.

Mark Palkovic and Tom Shessler 
examine auction item.

Louis Pitschmann

Nancy Roffey

Susan Lupkin and Larry Seidman

Karen Roehr

Father Joseph Curran and 
Melinda Brown

Neale Albert and Michael Garbett

Nancy and Mike McGuire

Auction, Book Fair & Banquet
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Selling a

48 YEAR OLD 
MINIATURE BOOK COLLECTION

 There will also be photos  of sale items 
for signed CHARLES BRAGG etchings & 

lithographs,  Antique (mostly) AMERICAN 
BEARS from 1905-1960 (A few  dozen 

“foreigners”, such as Steiff, Merry-  
thought, Schuco, will also be listed), & Star 

Trek items, to name a few.  
 

For those of you who are MBS members, 
please EMAIL to the listing in the directory.  

All others, please utilize email link:  

info@myminiaturebooksforsale.com  
or   

books@myminiaturebooksforsale.com
An EXCEL file of the miniature book inventory 

will be emailed to you. Feel free to ask for more pho-
tos on miniature books and/or the other collections. 
I reserve the right to not sell some items. The Ex-
cel list is updated monthly. Only the latest list with 
prices will be honored. To request list or correspond,   
PLEASE indicate “miniature books” on subject line.  
Personal checks accepted from MBS members, in US 
dollars. Paypal is accepted (with 3.9% of total to cover 
fees).

List of
Miniature Books

for sale

Small group of  over 100 titles
from a private collection. 

Presses include

Ward Schori, Good Book, 
Tabula Rasa, Somesuch,

Bronté, Tamazuchale, etc.
List upon request

Wilfrid M. de Freitas - Bookseller
P.O. Box 883, Stock Exchange Tower

Montreal, Canada   H4Z 1K2

(514) 935-9581

wilfrid@defreitasbooks.com

Small Bibles at Wolfe House 
(carved by Tom’s father)

Books on the desk at 
Thomas Wolfe House
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