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Neale Albert’s  
Shakespeare 

Bindings
King Lear, bound by Philip Smith

Brush Up Your Shakespeare. Binding by Yehuda Miklaf

Brush Up Your Shakespeare bound by Gabrielle Fox
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President’s Message

Mark Palkovic

Editor’s Note
You can tell by the amount of information on Dublin that I am really 
enthused about this Conclave. Dublin offers so much for lovers of 
books, music, history, theatre—almost any subject.  This is a superb 
opportunity for all attendees.  I hope we can all make the most of it.

As for next year, those unfamiliar with Asheville or North Carolina in 
general should be pleasantly surprised.  With a lively and extensive arts 
community, nearby mountains, and the fantastic Biltmore estate there 
will be no end of activities for your spare time.

And a problem:  Yahoo will no longer support my email (I am on a 
Linux OS) so to contact me you will need to use   joboring@gmail.com

Our 29th Grand Conclave is upon us, and our host 
Stephen Byrne has planned a memorable experience 
for us in Dublin. I hope to see many of you there—and 
some new members as well! The newest publication 
of the MBS, Bigger Than Life: The Story of Ward K. 
Schori,  a Miniature Bookman, compiled by John G. 
Henry will be distributed at the meeting. Those who are 
not in attendance at the conclave will receive their copy 
later by mail.

Plans are underway for the 2012 Grand Conclave to be held in 
Asheville, North Carolina, with the date still to be set, but it will be 
in late summer or early autumn. Our host will be Laurie Corral of the 
Asheville Bookworks.  www.ashevillebookworks.com

Neale Albert’s  
Shakespeare Bindings

Othello
bound by
David Sellars

The Tempest 
bound by 

Julian Thomas

As You Like It
bound by
Jeanettte Koch
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MBS CONCLAVE XXIX DUBLIN  
29TH JULY -1ST AUGUST

Plans are more or less finalized now for what promises to be a great Conclave.
A timetable can be found on the web site. There is one addition for the Saturday morning 

following the AGM. Mark Palkovic is organizing a box making workshop for the first 
twelve volunteers who would like to know how to make a Japanese style box. If you wish 
to register for the workshop you may do so by contacting Mark or Stephen. Numbers are 
strictly limited, and will be on a first-come basis. This will run concurrently with the talk 
about papers in miniature books, but do not despair if you want to attend both, as the 
paper presentation will be available online following 
the talk.

For those of you who will be spending more time 
in Dublin I have negotiated a discounted price for 
the Dublin Pass which will allow free entry into 
many attractions in the city. For more information 
on what is available through the Pass log on to www. 
dublinpass.ie where you will see what is on offer. If 
you would like to purchase a Pass please contact me 
and let me know which one you want. I’ll have them 
ready for you at registration.

Can I make a request for items for the keepsake 
bags – even if you are not attending Conclave you 
can send small items (about 70) to demonstrate your 
support for the MBS Conclave and to greet other 
members. Keepsakes should be sent to Ian Macdonald 
(address below).

Silent Auction items should be sent to Karen 
Nyman, main Auction items to Jan Becker, though 
larger items can be posted to me to save Jan luggage 
space. The auctions are a major part of the MBS 
income for the year, so we would ask you to be 
generous in your gifts. Thank you. 

In addition to the Conclave, but not within its 
remit, Tony Firman is running a book-binding 
workshop on Monday 1st August. Numbers are very 
restricted, so early booking is essential. Contact Tony 
at tonyfirman@earthlink.net to book your place.

Any questions about Conclave? Do not hesitate to 
contact me.

Stephen Byrne sb@finalscore.demon.co.uk

Keepsakes should be 
sent to: 
Ian Macdonald
‘Benvoir’
Wigtown
Newton Stewart
DG8 9EE
Scotland
 
Silent Auction items to: 
Karen Nyman
702 Rosecrans Street
San Diego
CA 92106-3013
 
Auction items to: 
Jan Becker
1700 Dix Road
Middletown
OH 45042
 

BUT
Heavy or larger items 
to:
Stephen Byrne
14 Wigtown Road
Sorbie
Newton Stewart
DG8 8EL
Scotland

Be sure to send your Conclave registration  
to Karen Nyman by July 14.  

This form is on our website at mbs.org.

Dublin is incredibly rich in both places to visit and activities.  Music is everywhere, 
bookstores are plentiful, and history has made its mark on every inch of the city.

Free attractions include:  The Chester Beatty Library,  described as one of the best 
museums in Europe. (We are scheduled to visit on Saturday afternoon.)

The Irish Museum of Modern Art will mark its 20th anniversary with an exhibit by 20 
younger generation artists.  Oddly, they also hold the Madden Arnholz collection of 1200 
Old Master prints.

The National Gallery offers Vermeer, Monet, Picasso, Caravaggio and thousands of works 
stretching back into the 13th century.  Next door is Leinster House where the Dail, the 
National Parliament, meets and just beyond is the finest Victorian style Natural History 
museum left in Europe.

National Museum of Ireland - Archaeology has the finest prehistoric gold art collection 
anywhere including the Tara Brooch, Ardagh Chalice and St.Patrick’s Crozier.  

NMI - Decorative Arts & History 
NMI - Natural History has galleries of animals from Ireland and overseas, geological 

exhibits, and the ever popular 11,000 year old skeleton of the giant deer.
The Dublin Pass includes these plus: 
Christ Church Cathedral (cathedral of the Holy Trinity) founded in 1030. Croke Park 

stadium tour and museum focuses on hurling and Gaelic football. Guinness Storehouse offers 
a 7-story tour ending with a view over Dublin. St. Patrick’s Cathedral, founded in 1191, 
offers tours and has two services sung everyday.

And there is still more: 
Trinity College Library and the Book of Kells  (not to be missed) 
The Bank of Ireland (the original Parliament Building built in 1729) 
Dublin Castle 
Grafton Street for shopping (no cars allowed) 
Saint Stephen’s Park (at the top of Grafton Street) with gardens, Henry Moore statues and 

a waterfall.
Special activities: 
The Dublin Super Cup at Aviva Stadium July 30 and 31.  Football (soccer if you are 

American) 
Waxing Lyrical, a comedy tour of the National Wax Museum in Temple Bar presented on 

Friday and Saturday nights (must be over 16 years).
Before you go: 

Check internet sites for any of these possibilities that interest you and 
DublinTourist.com 
discoverireland.com 
irelandinformationguide.com
Yeats fans will want to check   http://www.nli.ie/yeats/main.html  for the interactive 

exhibit from the National Library of Ireland.

Information on Dublin
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Monumental Ideas in Miniature Books II                                                                        
a Traveling Exhibition

The MIMB is a collection of miniature books handcrafted by international artists. 
The exhibit travels throughout the US and a variety of countries to institutions ranging 
from Harvard University to the Indus Valley School of Art and Architecture in Karachi, 
Pakistan.

The first exhibition of that title will not complete its tours until  2012, but a second 
version is setting out on its own round of educational institutions. It may become an  a 
continuing project as a biennial or a triennial exhibition produced by the Myers School 
of Art at the University of Akron in Ohio, USA. According to Hui-Chu Ying, curator of 
the exhibit, the “main mission of MIMB is to encourage artists to create their own books 
to share with everyone. The exhibition is open to all artists who want to bring their mon-
mental ideas and put them in miniature books.”

The varieties of materials the artists used are 
incredible. A few books are made from recycled materials 
and there are some in which the artists have reinvented 
their old works to create artwork that is eco-friendly.  
The artists create five books and give them to the 
exhibit unconditionally.  There is no rental fee for any 
host institution. The only cost involved is shipping the 
show to the next institution. The total weight of the 
MIMB II exhibit is less than 20 pounds.  At the end of 

the exhibition, the 
collection will be distributed among five educational 
institutions and libraries. 

MBS members Donna and Peter Thomas  
have had a book in each of the exhibits, Two Sisters 
in MIMB I and The Donkey and the Thistle in 
MIMB II.

For more information and to view the catalogues 
for the exhibits check their website at http://mimb.
org   and photos on http://flickr.com/photos/
mimborg/

New Members: 
Laura Friedman Buzard
601 Pembroke Avenue #107
Norfolk VA  23507
757 622-3567 (h)
Laura3109@mac.com

Kathy Caple
52 Garden Street Apt 3
Cambridge MA  02138
617 492-6574 (h)
857 998-8094 (o & cell)
krcaple@verizon.net

Paul Dean
60 Park Crescent
Twickenham  TW2 6NT
ENGLAND
44-07933-767659 (cell)
pdean.pauldean@gmail.com

Joyce Evans
1601 Lakewood Avenue
Lima OH  45805
419 224-8511 (h)

Gail L. Faulkner
1155 South Lake Dr Unit 63
Novi MI  48377-1851
810 938-1595 (cell)
fgaill@yahoo.com

Karen Florup
2970 Woodland Hills Drive
Grapevine TX  76051-6426
817 488-5925 (h)
k.florup@verizon.net

Eggert Isolfsson
Mosarima 37
Reykjavik 112
ICELAND
+354 5878870 (h)
+354 8992121 (o & cell)
bokband@steinegg.is

Paula Jarvis
160 Hillcrest Lane
Grosse Pointe Farms MI  48236
313 882-7560 (h)
586 212-0219 (cell)
pjarvis@nandc.com

Dora L. Maher
17136 Matinal Road
San Diego CA 92127
858 592-4179 (h)
619 262-0763 (o)

Laura Russell
23 Sandy Gallery
623 NE 23rd Avenue
Portland OR  97232
503 927-4409 (cell)
23sandygallery@gmail.com
www.23sandygallery.com

Judith Serebrin
420 Arch Street
Redwood City  CA  94062-1029
650 364-1659 (h & o)
415 215-2066 (cell)
serebrin@sbcglobal.net
Judith of Serebrin Books & 
Prints

Clair Walton
42 College Lane
Stratford Upon Avon
Warwickshire  CV37 6DD
ENGLAND
44-01789-294277 (h)
44-07767-204016 (cell)
clairwalton@btinternet.com

Renewed Members:

James F. Stitzinger, Jr.
23800 Via Irana
Valencia CA  91355
818 519-4419 (cell)
661 294-9702 (f)
jstitz@pacbell.net
www.booksforlibraries.com
Books for Libraries, Inc.

Address Changeabouts:

Ferial Evans Rogers
Marigold Cottage
Holly Close, Little Bealings
Woodbridge, Suffolk  IP13 6PN
ENGLAND

Jeanne Goessling
3535 Bryant Avenue 
South #112
Minneapolis MN  55408
612 321-5620 (h)

Email Changeabouts:

Joan Boring
joboring@gmail.com

Melinda Brown
minibks1@verizon.net

Ferial Evans Rogers
ferialevansrogers@
btinternet.com

Enid Gauldie
enidgauldie@
rocketmail.com

Christina Geiger
christina.geiger@
bonhams.com

Ingeborg Quitzau
jpquitzau@gmail.com

Gail Unzelman
nomispress@att.net

Paul Wank
cdonpaul@cox.net

Telephone 
Changeabouts:

Stephen & Marian 
Byrne
44-01988-850382 (h)

Edward Hoyenski
940 565-2732 (o)

Web Page 
Changeabouts:

Yaroslav Kostyuk
Moscow Club of 
Miniature Book Lovers
www.minibook-club.ru
info@minibook-club.ru

MARCH 2011 CHANGEABOUTS
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Note from Donna and 
Peter Thomas

Donna and I want to let you know 
about an upcoming commercially published 
book that will feature Artists’ Books. 
The publisher of our book, “More Making 
Books by Hand” (Rockport Publishers/
Quarry Books, an international publisher of 
high-quality visual and idea books for design professionals and creative enthusiasts (www.
quarrybooks.com) is planning to publish a gallery-style book to be titled “1000 Artists’ 
Books” (publication date June  2012), which will present 1000 images of artists’ books.

The call for entries can be found on the following web site:  http://1000artistsbooks.
com

We invite you all to look at the “Call For Entry” and to submit your work for 
consideration.  The book is already in the design  phase, and so the sooner you get your 
application in the better the chance of being included.

Check this even if you don’t plan to enter.  It features some of the books by Peter and 
Donna.

Return of The Microbibliophile:  
a Bimonthly Journal About Miniature Books and the Book Arts

At last!
James Brogan, now retired, has picked up the reins for restarting this  periodical 

since Jon Mayo was so tragically stricken in March of 2010.  This is a publication that is 
a mainstay of our field and Jim has continued the format, complete with a color photo 
attached to each cover. 

For the first issue Robert F. Orr Hanson, creator of the original Microbibliophile, 
has contributed an article, “Fifty and Counting,” which discusses fifteen miniature book 
publishers who have created 50 or more books.  Joan Knoertzer’s “Downsizing Is the 
Answer” explains how miniatures can save the collector who must opt for less space.  

Michael Garbett discusses how some books have a way of returning when you thought they 
had gone forever in “Do Some Books Take French Leave.”

Additionally, we are provided with a brief history of Bronte Press and descriptions of 
a visit to a Cape Cod bookshop and to Rutgers University Library and an article by Anne 
Bromer: “Why Miniature Books?” Best of all—book reviews, something almost impossible 
to locate for most miniatures.

Editor’s note:  This was written for the last issue of MBS Newsletter but disappeared 
into the limbo of my computer until a few weeks ago.  The information is still valid and the 
periodical is an important contribution to our community.  If you have not already subscribed 
please--

Contact Jim at editor@microbibliophile77.com for information, subscription rates, or 
contributions.

To tempt you further, the next issue included articles from Julian Edison, Peter 
Thomas, and Robert F. Orr Hanson (on collecting by topic with a major look at books on 
dogs!), those indispensible book reviews, and  notes from Karen Nyman on moving from 
collector to dealer and Barbara Brear, a South African miniaturist.

A Close-Up Look at the World’s Smallest Book

A UC Libraries lunchtime lecture series highlights the charm and the fascination of 
miniature books.

What did Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Joséphine de Beauharnais (the first wife of 
Napoleon Bonaparte) and Stanley Marcus of the Neiman Marcus department store dynasty 
have in common? All were enchanted with the miniature book.

That was just one revelation in this month’s “50 Minutes – One Book” lunchtime 
lecture, sponsored by the University of Cincinnati’s Archives and Rare Books Library. Mark 
Palkovic, head of the Albino Gorno Memorial Music Library, gave a talk on the world’s 
smallest book, the Anton Chekov short story, “The Chameleon.” Palkovic, who owns 
the world’s smallest book, also showed the certificate from Guinness World Records that 
confirms that the .9 by .9 millimeter book – not much larger than a grain of salt – is indeed 
the smallest in the world. UC’s Rare Books Collection also has a copy among the 300 
miniature books housed in its collection. 

Palkovic, who is also president of the Miniature Book Society, said that miniature 
books appeal to collectors, binders, printers and writers. But the discussion also revealed 
that miniature books could actually protect people from religious persecution when they 
could be easily hidden in a pocket. They could protect people from embarrassment as well, 
as some miniature books publish erotica.

Palkovic brought along some other miniature books from his personal collection, 
including a heart-shaped book with Benjamin Franklin’s advice to his son about choosing a 
mistress.

Regardless of the content, Palkovic told the attendees that if they ever receive a 
miniature book as a gift, it’s highly unlikely they’ll ever give it away. “You might place it 
somewhere for safekeeping and forget where you put it, but you’ll keep it,” he said.
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Kevin Grace, head of the Archives & Rare Books Library and University Archivist, 
said UC’s miniature books collection has drawn student researchers from the College of 
Design, Architecture, Art, and Planning (DAAP), the McMicken College of Arts and 
Sciences (A&S) Department of English, and students from the UC College of Business 
who have looked at the collection while exploring the publishing industry. The oldest 
miniature book that’s housed in the Rare Books Collection is an almanac dating back to the 
1830s.

Palkovic will be attending a Miniature Book Society Conclave in Dublin, Ireland 
this summer, where collectors from around the world will meet and share their love and 
enthusiasm for miniature books.

UC’s Archives & Rare Books Library • March 25, 2011 By Dawn Fuller

There is a video of the talk online at  http://www.physorg.com/news/2011-03-close-up-
world-smallest.html

Stunning Discovery or Well Done Fakes?

Sometime between 2005 and 2007 Hassam Saeda, an Israeli Bedouin, found a collection 
of tiny lead booklets in a cave in eastern Jordan. Or his great-grandfather found them 100 
years ago.  Like many aspects of the story this seems to change with circumstances—in this 
case the Jordanian government trying to lay claim to them.

The books themselves are extremely curious.  Described as in sizes of a credit card up 
to 10 inches the 20 to 70 books each contain 8 or 9 (or 5-15) leaves that appear to be 
cast rather than incised. (Again, even the numbers seems to vary.)  Tests on two books 

showed that the metal 
was consistent with 
ancient Roman lead 
production and that 
the metal originated 
in the Mediterranean.  
Many of the codices 
were sealed with metal 
rings on all four sides.  
Those that have been 
opened contain more 
illustrations than 
writing.

Since they were 
found when a flood 
exposed the cave, the 
books were extremely 

corroded. Again, some experts claim the corrosion proved to be 2000 years old while others 
said that was easily faked and is regularly done by forgers who create “antiquities.”

Because of their small size it is generally 
agreed that they were for personal use, but 
beyond that there is little agreement.  Some 
scholars seized on the possibility that these 
were contemporary with Jesus while others 
dismissed them as fakes.  The Israel Antiquities 
Authority rejected their authenticity stating 
that they were a “mixture of incompatible 
periods and styles without any connection or 
logic.”

Newspapers and the BBC have tended 
to lean to the more sensational possibilities 
and ties to Kabbalah because of the “code” 
while some scholars, have commented on the 
apparent incompetence of the forger. Many of 
the words seem to have been copied from grave 
markers or coins of the period. 

Whatever is eventually decided, it makes for 
a spirited debate and interesting reading about 
some truly unusual small books.

Opened codex

Unopened codex

Closeup of palm on cover

Claimed to be portrait of Jesus
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MINIATURE BOOK NEWS
Julian I. Edison, Editor

8 ST. ANDREWS DRIVE  •  ST. LOUIS, MO  •  63124

NO. 144  - July - 2011

CORRECTION ON ISSUE NUMBER FOR MBN
This issue of MBN is number 144, because of an error that needs correction. 
The last two issues (November, 2010 and March 2011) were both erroneously 
labeled MBN number 142.  Thus, March 2011 should have been number 143, 
and this issue then becomes 144.

NEALE ALBERT’S SHAKESPEARE BINDINGS

A spectacular exhibition of miniature book designer bindings with a Shakespeare 
theme was mounted by Neale Albert for display at the MBSociety Conclave XXVIII 
last September in Lexington, Kentucky. 

Neale has commissioned designer bookbinders around the world to create bindings 
of their choice for miniature books that Neale would send to them.  He accumulated 
several hundred over several years and produced a handsome catalogue-book about 
them in 2006. He has given many of these books to the Grolier Club in New York 
City. These books are permanently housed and displayed in a handsome customized 
bookcase with pull-out drawers built by the Club.

Neale’s recent project has been to use the same approach to assemble creative 
bindings around a Shakespeare theme. The title of the exhibit was “Brush Up Your 
Shakespeare.” The display was held at the Headley-Whitney Museum outside of 
Lexington. Over 100 items either by or related to the bard were shown at eye level in a 
special glazed display case.

All of the works are very imaginative one-of-a-kind productions, and some are 
quite whimsical. We are pleased to show some of these unusual inventions below and 
following page.

Venus and Adonis bound by Susan Allix Romeo and Juliet bound by Paul Delrue

Brush Up Your Shakespeare bound by 
Jarmilla Sabota

Kiss Me Kate bound by Jarmilla Sabota

Brush Up Your Shakespeare bound by 
Jarmilla Sabota

Brush Up Your Shakespeare bound 
by Monique Lallier

Brush Up Your Shakespeare bound by Simeon Jones

Brush Up Your Shakespeare bound by Stuart Brockman
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TRIP TO ISRAEL

My wife and I joined a small group in March, 2011, on a trip to experience the “Art 
and Culture of Israel.” 

In the planning stage I looked to see if MBS had any members there. There are two, 
one of whom is in Jerusalem, one of the cities we were to visit. I emailed Yehuda Miklaf 
and received an answer 
right away that although 
he was a bookbinder 
professionally he also 
had his own printing 
press from which he 
had produced three 
miniature books over 
“the past million or so 
years,” as he put it. He 
invited me to visit his 
bindery and I made 
further contact to do so.

While I did not 
have much time to visit 
many bookstores, new 
or antiquarian, on our 
Israeli visit, I did find 
a number of contemporary   miniature Psalms in both Hebrew and English as well as a 
number of small Korans of different miniature sizes in Arabic. Many of these books are 
small enough to use as amulets although the Psalms are easily read.  They come mostly 
in patterned paper covers, and several types are further enclosed in decorated or jeweled 

wood, metal, or plastic covers with attachments to be 
used as key chains or other purposes. These attractive 
religious miniatures are found in a few of the stalls 
or stores in the souks in the Armenian, Christian, 
Jewish, or Muslim quarters of Jerusalem’s Old City. 
The bazaars are packed with visitors all day.

On one day we set out to visit Yahuda in his 
bindery, in an industrial area, a 15 minute drive 
from the Old City. Yahuda’s story is unusual. He is a 
designer-bookbinder, born in Nova Scotia, Canada 
and immigrated to Israel in 1986 with his wife. He 
had come to appreciate all aspects of fine book-
making after working in the University of Toronto’s 
Library for ten years, learning binding then as a 
hobby. 

After moving to Israel he also became interested in printing, and later established 
the Shalom Yehuda Press. Yehuda has exhibited his works in libraries and museums 
in several countries and in 1995 his miniature book Ros received a Distinguised 
Book Award at the Eighth MBS Conclave in Pasadena, California. Yehuda prints in 
Hebrew and English, and one of his miniatures is in Esperanto, a language he follows 
enthusiastically.

One of Yehuda’s unusual experiences involving binding, a miniature book, and the 
Pope occurred a few years ago, and the story is told in his website, www.yehudamiklaf.
com:

“A couple of weeks ago I got a call from the Technion in Haifa asking if I could make 
a box that looked like an old book. I said that I could and they told me that they were 
working on a very special project. Someone there had engraved the entire Hebrew Bible 
(called the Tanach) onto a gold-plated silicon chip .5-mm. square and they wanted a box 
that looked like an old Bible to present it in. They left the design and execution up to me.

“Part way through the construction, I was told that the chip was going to be 
presented to Pope Benedict XVI 
during his visit to Israel.

The Box
“I used a copy of a finishing 

tool from the 13th century to 
make a design that created a 
magen David (Star of David) in 
the background leather. I was a 
bit nervous about making a box 
without having the material that 
was going into it, but when the 
chip in its glass case was brought 
to me, everything fit together 
perfectly.

“The people who made the chip took it with the box to President Peres and the 
following week he presented it to the Pope. Unfortunately I was not invited to either 
presentation.”

Editor post note:
After a lengthy email search I was able to reach Professor Ishi Talmon, the Director 

of the Russell Berrie Nanotechnology Institute at the Technion Institute of Technology 
at Haifa University in Israel. He informed me that  “… as the “Nano Bible” was a present 
to the Pope from the President of Israel, only one unique copy was made. The FIB 
work was done by a graduate student who has already finished his studies, and left the 
Technion. Hence preparing a new “Nano Bible” will not be an easy endeavor. “

Darn it, I was hoping to obtain a copy for my collection !!

Yehuda Miklaf in his bindery

Yehuda with Bible Box

Peres presents the Nano Bible to Pope Benedict XVI
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TRIP TO JAPAN

Last year, 2010, during the first 
week in April, my wife and I visited 
Japan. We arrived in Tokyo just as 
the cherry blossoms were emerging 
in full force. What amazed us, more 
than the floral explosion itself, was 
that the entire population of eighteen 
million seemed to rush out to see the 
blossoms everywhere they appeared in 
the city and particularly in its parks. 
On Sunday, the entire grounds of the 
major Ueno park in central Tokyo was 
totally covered with families spread 
out on blankets on the lawn and 
picnicking while enjoying the trees, 
white with the blossoms.

Tokyo is a huge city, 
geographically and demographically, 
with 18 million people! Its subway 
system is clean, efficient, and easy 
to use, with most signs in English as 
well as Japanese. While we visited 
the usual tourist spots, we also 
spent time at the Toppan Printing 
Museum, the Jimbo-Chu book 
district, and the Lilliput Miniature 
Book Oval Saloon.

The Toppan Printing Company is the world’s largest 
printing enterprise. Headquartered in Japan, it built a 21 
story building on its 100th birthday in 2000.  A superb and 
large printing museum takes up the entire first floor and 
basement. While this Museum is off the beaten path of a 
usual trip to Tokyo, it is heartily recommended for anyone 
interested in the history of printing, from Gutenberg (and 
before) to the present day.

Tokyo is divided into a large number of hubs and 
satellite districts, within which are enclaves that specialize 
in different activities. There is an area for electronic stores, 
books, artists, the fish market, fashion shops, etc.

We of course visited the Jimbo-Chu district which 
contains several blocks of book stores lined up one after 
the other. Perhaps two or three sold books in English, 
but my Japanese guide that day was able to find, by 
asking around, a small store on the second floor that 
carries books, small crafts, toys, hobby items, bibelots, 
paper items and miniature books!

The name of this store, in English, is Loco-Shobou 
Old Book Store Lu, and luckily the lively and attractive 
owner, Nishio Hiroko, was present when we entered. 
Her son who spoke a little English was also there, but 
our guide interpreted.

Nishio was thrilled to meet me because she had a 
copy of our Bromer/Edison magnum opus, Miniature 
Books: 4,000 Years of Tiny Treasures. She asked me to 
autograph it, and she was thrilled when I gave her a copy 

of our book in miniature format. 
The bookstore itself had several shelves of miniature books, mostly Japanese. And 

because of the dollar/yen rate most were more expensive than similar books in America.

The following day I took myself bravely on the Tokyo Metro to visit the Lilliput 
Miniature Book Oval Saloon (LMBOS). It was not easy to find. From my hotel I entered 
the Ginza metro-line and after several stops, departed at the Gaien-Mae station in the 
Shibuya-ku ward or district of central Tokyo. I then walked several blocks in the rain to 
Soft-town Aoyama, 3-1-24 Jingu-mae street, near the Watarium Museum on Gaien-nishi 
street. I had been provided a computer made access map or I never would have made it. 
The Saloon, or shop, is positioned at the end of a small cul-de-sac on Jingu-mae Street.

We first reported on the LMBOS in MBN 43 in December 1980 as the first bookshop 
in the world devoted exclusively to miniature books. The shop was, and is, owned by 
Mr. Kazushige Onuma who is also the owner of Periodica Japonica, inc., a company that 

My wife, Hope, looking at the typefaces at the Toppan 
Printing Museum.

Hope printing a card on the 
manual printer.

Setting the type by hand into the racks.

Antiquarian book store in Tokyo.

Nishio Hiroko, left, with Hope and our guide.

Me and Nishio, holding our book, in  
her shop.



distributes foreign academic periodicals. The shop had opened in 1979 with some 1250 
titles and 3,000 miniature books.

MBN 116 in April 2003 ran another article. By this time LMBOS had 4,000 
miniature books in stock, Mr. Onuma had retired, and the shop was being managed by 
his daughter, Rico, who had been in charge for over ten years. Mr. Onuma had been to the 
MBS Conclave in 1996 in San Francisco. Rico reported that the majority of the miniatures 
were, not surprisingly, modern publications, with some of the rare antiquarian items in Mr. 
Onuma’s collection.

Since I was planning to visit Japan in 2010, I emailed Rico, who gave me the 
instructions and map on how to visit LMBOS, and reported that her father was now 80 
and living in retirement in a neighboring prefecture of Tokyo, but sent his regards.

The outside of the shop itself appears identical to the pictures we have of it from 1980. 
It is a tiny store with a white 
door at the end of a maroon 
atrium. The inside is cozy and 
charming, with a size (almost 
miniature) of perhaps 200 
square feet. Rico was most 
welcoming, and I had a fun 
time seeing the books, their 
cases, and how they were 
displayed. One of the books 
on display was Old King Cole, 
one of Ian Macdonald’s early 
miniature books that made it 

in Guinness World Records. Because of the yen-
dollar rate, prices were generally higher than 
in the U.S.

By the way, the Oval Saloon got its name 
because the shape of the shop is oval.  I did 
not spend a lot of time there, in part because 
of language difficulties, but I took a number 
of photographs, some of which are shown 
here and on the opposite page. By now, the 
LMBOS has been joined by the shop in Berlin 
as the world’s other exclusive miniature book 
shop. But for minibook aficionados, the 
LMBOS is well worth a visit.

Front step to the Miniature Book Oval Saloon.

Front entrance.

Rico Onuma behind the 
counter.

Three different book cases 
in the Miniature Book 

Oval Saloon.
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Brief Notes

In Memoriam Collector Adell Venus passed away May 21, 
2011.  She was an avid collector of Barbara Raheb books missing only 
one or two books from Barbara’s entire publishing career.

Catalogues received:

Catalogue for 51st New York  Miniature Book Catalog 31,
Antiquarian Book Fair and  May 1, 2001.
Catalogue 136, Spring 2011  Karen Nyman, San Diego CA  
Bromer Booksellers, Boston MA   (Online)

Results of the election meeting of Moscow Club of Miniature Book                                 
Lovers (MCMBL) for the next two year term (2011-2013) of the 
governing Board:
   Yaroslav Kostyuk - Chairman of Board
   Galina Kitaeva - Secretary and Treasurer
   Tamara Spektor - member of the Board
The Club has a Website - www.minibook-club.ru   and 
e-mail - info@minibook-club.ru.
There is no manager for the website so mail will not be read. Yaroslav is 
a coordinator of MCMBL Website and his personal e-mail is 
yaroslav@mtu.ru

Book artists Peter and Donna Thomas presented “The Literary Book
as a Work of Art”  April 21, at Washington University, St. Louis, 
Olin Library.
The spring issue of Fine Books and Collections magazine carried a
photo of Peter and Donna and their caravan.  

Neale Albert is trying to find out if there is a miniature version of 
Charles Dickens unfinished final book “The Mystery of Edwin Drood.”

Caroline Y. Brandt was interviewed about collecting miniature books
by the Virginia Voice for the Blind for a May radio broadcast.
That poses an interesting question—are there any braille miniatures? 

The featured cover article of the March/April edition of Dollhouse Miniatures 
magazine is a one man print shop complete with a 1920s Chandler and Price 
printing press which has 19 separate cast parts.

Jana Pribikova is looking for pictures of past presidents of the Miniature Book
Society for a book she is working on.  If you have any could you please email
them to her at  info@kniharstvi-pribikova.cz

A Special Note from Paul Devenyi                                                                               
miniature publisher and former editor of the Newsletter 

Thanks to those of you who showed interest in my recent illness and sent 
their good wishes. As you know, I had esophageal cancer which is one of 
the bad ones, but I was lucky, it was found early, the tumor could be 
removed and there was no evidence of spread. So the prospect of full 
recovery is good. It was a very big 9 hour operation and the recovery pro-
cess is slow, it will take many months. We are so sorry having to cancel 
our already booked flight and hotel to Dublin and Mary had to stop the 
planning and execution of her beautiful new fine-binding book on 
Provence. 

Well, we rejoin you next year wherever the Conclave will be. For those 
who go to Dublin, we wish you a wonderful Conclave.

And we wish you the best.  
We will count on seeing the two of you next year.
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Miniature Books Catalog 56,
March 2011. Tracy Bradbury,
Brooklyn, NY

Tokyo picknickers enjoying 
Cherry Blossom Week.

Rico Onuma in the Oval Saloon.

Additional bookcases in the Oval Saloon.

The crowded electronics district in Tokyo.
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Issued in March, July, November. Items for
publication, including advertising material 
should be sent to the Editor. Publication 
deadlines are: February 1, June 1, October 1. 
Payment for advertising should be made to 
Miniature Book Society Inc. and sent to the
Treasurer.

The Miniature Book Society is an international 
nonprofit organization founded in 1983 
and chartered by the state of Ohio, USA. Its 
purposes are to sustain interest in all aspects 
of miniature books;to provide a forum for the 
exchange of ideas; to serve as a clearinghouse 
for information about miniature books.

Website: www.mbs.org
Toll-free phone (USA & Canada):
1-877-MBS-1983

Board of Governors for 2009-2011
President: Mark Palkovic
Vice-President: Stephen Byrne
Secretary: Edward Hoyenski
Treasurer: Karen Nyman
Past President: Julian Edison

Members at-large:
Christina Amato
Kathy King
Joan Knoertzer
Karen E. Roehr

Membership in the Society is open to all 
interested individuals, organizations and 
institutions Membership dues in United States 
dollars: $40.00 individual/couple for USA 
members, $45.00 individual/couple for
Canadian members; $55.00 individual/
couple outside North America. Corporate 
membership: $50.00 (USA), $55.00 (Canada), 
$65.00 (outside North America.

Advertising Rates
Full Page 4.5 x 7.5" $100.00
Half Page 4.5 x 3.75" $50.00
Quarter Page 2.25 x 3.75" $30.00

Send ads to:
Joan Boring

3204 Wildwood Rd.
Middletown, OH 45042

 joboring@gmail.com

Mail payments for ads (in $ US dollars)  
(paypal address minibook@cox.net) to:

Karen Nyman
702 Rosecrans Street

San Diego, CA 92106-3013 

Membership inquiries and dues payments:
Karen Nyman, Treasurer
702 Rosecrans Street
San Diego, CA 92106-3013
619-226-4441 (h)
619-225-8585 (o)
619-226-4441 (f )
karennyman@cox.net
Mail payments for ads (in $ US dollars)  
(paypal address
minibook@cox.net )

Newsletter Editor:
Joan Boring
3204 Wildwood Road
Middletown, OH 45042
(513) 594-7395
 joboring@gmail.com

Miniature Book News Editor
Julian Edison
8 St. Andrews Drive
St. Louis MO 63124
(314) 567-3533
jiestl@mac.com

Manuscripts, letters and news items are 
welcomed and are subject to editing due 
to space and style limitations. Preferably 
submissions should be made electronically, by
e-mail or disk. Attachments on Microsoft Word 
would be preferred. Articles in the Newsletter 
do not necessarily express the views of the 
Board or of the Editor.

Deadline for the next issue: October 1, 2011

Printed by Alliance Printing & Mailing Services
Middletown, OH

Miniature Book Society Newsletter
A publication of the Miniature Book Society Inc. Number 87
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Neale Albert’s  
Shakespeare Bindings

Brush Up Your Shakespeare
bound by
Alain Taral

Brush Up Your Shakespeare
bound by

Derek Hood

King Henry VI Part III
bound by

Jarmilla Sabota



Miniature Books and More
                

Due to financial hardship, coupled with living 
in a fire zone, I am, sadly, forced to  sell several 
collections, with 5400 Miniature Books, being 
my most prized possessions. There will also
be photos of sale items for framed, signed 
&numbered CHARLES BRAGG etchings & 
lithographs, and Antique (mostly) AMERICAN 
BEARS from 1905-1960.  A few dozen 
“foreigners”, such as Steiff, Merrythought, 
Schuco, will also be listed. For those of you 
who are MBS members, please EMAIL to the 
listing in the directory.  All others, please 
utilize email link:    
info@myminiaturebooksforsale.com or 
books@myminiaturebooksforsale.com
An EXCEL file of my inventory will be 
emailed to you.  Eileen Cummings

I reserve the right to not sell some books. I 
have an updated Excel list that is effective 
Dec. 2010. Only this list with prices will be 
honored. To request list or correspond, PLEASE 
indicate “miniature books” on subject line.
 
Column (A)  has the inventory numbers. 
Please use those, along with title (C), & price 
(R), to order.
 Personal checks accepted from 
MBS members. Paypal is accepted (with 
2.9 % + 30 cents to cover fees).

   

THE MICROBIBLIOPHILE© 

A Bimonthly Journal About Miniature Books and the Book Arts, since 1977 

   The Microbibliophile   
P. O. Box 5453  

North Branch, NJ 08876  
U.S.A. 

 

Email: editor@microbibliophile77.com (PayPal available) 

Wishing Everyone the Best, Have A Great Conclave Experience 

Plum Park Press
“A classic library in miniature”

Forthcoming releases in 2011:

Handbook of Embroidery (Higgin)

The Last Ride (Browning)

Gulliver’s Travels, Vol.3 (Swift)

The Enemies of Books (Blades)

The Botanical Magazine, Vol.4 (Curtis)

Geology (Geikie)

Last Poems (Housman)

To order:
www.TonyFirmanBookbinding.com


