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Maria Victoria Garrido Bianchini,  Spain
Four Seasons.  2009    Pop-up book, accordion bound.  7 double pages,  
0.9” x 0.9”   Paper slipcase.   Ed. Of 100

Okuyama,  France
No.  2010   Cloth binding wrapped by silk material.  32 pages, 2.83” x 2.99”  
French text on Arches vellum.  2 reproductions of No masks.  Ed. Of 20

Jan & Jarmilla Sobota, Czech Republic
Black Cat.  2009     Laser cut, hand-foiled leather cover on spring pop-up 
book in  box covered in hand-tooled binder’s cloth.  40 pages, 2.3” x2.3”  
Edgar Allan Poe text.  Ed. Of 20

President’s Message

Mark Palkovic

Editor’s Note
Every Conclave I attend makes me more aware of the amount of work and planning involved.  
Lexington, KY, is a small city, but in some ways that makes decisions more difficult.  There are 
so many activities and venues nearby that choosing among them has to make for a number of
sleepless nights.  Members who were able to attend the Conclave owe a round of applause 
to Kathleen Bryson and her helpers for the choices they made.  The Headley-Whitney 
museum was a true gem (pun intended since George Headley was a jewelry designer) and the 
opportunity to visit  two working presses was delightful.  Thanks to all!

2010 Distinguished Book 
Award Winners

Continued on inside back cover

Our 28th Grand Conclave held over Labor Day weekend in 
Lexington, Kentucky was a grand success thanks to the hard work 
of many people, in particular our host Kathleen Bryson and her 
assistant Gabrielle Fox. Andy Butler pitched in to help with logistics 
and provided a locking display case for the competiton entries while 
on display at the Hyatt hotel.  I also want to thank Paul Holbrook of 
the King Library Press and James Birchfield, Curator of Books at the 
University of Kentucky Libraries for hosting the workshop where, 
under the direction of James Reid-Cunningham, MBS members 
created this year’s publication, Duodecimos.  MBS members who did not attend the conclave 
will receive their own copy by mail in the next few months. There are some leftover sets of 
the horse bookends that were included in the keepsake packet. These are for sale on the MBS 
website or by contacting MBS Treasurer Karen Nyman.

Thanks also go to Neale Albert for organizing the annual competition and producing its 
catalog and to Jan Becker for collecting the items for the annual auction and producing its 
catalog. Father Joe Curran served again as our able auctioneer. Karen Nyman arranged for 
and collected items for the silent auction held at the Headley-Whitney Museum reception 
and Neale Albert provided for a champagne toast to kick off the conclave. Jim Brogan and 
Edward Hoyenski handled the MBS Traveling Exhibit. This was the first year for the new 
exhibit case designed by Etherington Conservation Services. The display case itself was 
damaged in shipment and is currently being repaired and strengthened by Etherington. We 
are fortunate that insurance will cover most of this expense. My thanks go to all of these 
individuals—without you the MBS could not function!

Plans are underway for the 2011 Grand Conclave XXIX to be held in Dublin, Ireland, 
hosted by Stephen Byrne. I look forward to seeing you there!
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Grand Conclave XXVIII, Lexington, Kentucky

The new display case was 
a real draw for members 
and non-members alike.  Its 
smaller size makes it easier 
to ship and, for venues with 
limited space, to exhibit.  
Thanks to Joan Knoertzer for 
actively following through 
on this creation, to Edward 
Hoyenski for keeping it 
stocked, and to Jim Brogan 
for keeping it on the move.

Mark Palkovic showed a 
video made 30 years ago at 
the original meeting of the 
Society with this explanation:
The MBS began as a result of 
a gathering of miniature book 
publishers and collectors over 
Labor Day weekend in 1983. 

Miriam Irwin invited the publishers to her family farm outside of Tipp City, Ohio; the collectors 
met separately. The two groups met together the next day and agreed to form a single group, 
resulting  in the establishment of the Miniature Book Society. Unknown to those in attendance 
at the time, a video was made of that historic weekend. Miriam Irwin’s late brother Philip had a 
friend who was practicing using his new video camera, thus providing a visual record of the event. 
I have transferred the video to DVD and added a menu that includes the following:               
                                                                                                       
 1.   Outdoor Mass with Msgr. Weber.
 2. Bookbinding by the Lake (David Serette and Ward Schori)
 3.   Publishers’ Meeting (Glen Dawson and Barbara Raheb)
 4.     Conversation by the Lake (Robert Massmann and Helene Sherman)                                                
 5.   Accordion and Penny Whistle (Peter and Donna Thomas)
 6.     First MBS meeting (Glen Dawson, Kalman Levitan, Miriam Irwin, host)                                    
 7.  Social Time
 8.  Miniature Book Fair
 9.  Driving Down the Road to the Fair

I have not edited the original video images, and the quality is a little fuzzy, but it is fun to try to 
identify those in attendance nearly 30 years ago. I even saw myself walking down the road to the 
fair! I will be happy to provide a copy of the DVD to anyone interested. Please send me a check for 
$20.00 and I will send you a copy postpaid.  Mark Palkovic, 620 Clinton Springs Ave., Cincinnati, 
Ohio 45229

 The Headley-Whitney Museum is a decorative 
arts museum founded by famed jewelry designer 
George W. Headley and is home to his jewelry 
designs and eclectic collections.  A separate two-wing 
structure houses the library and the Jewel Room, 
which showcases Headley’s collection of  jewelry, 

bibelots and mounted semi-precious stones, all in what seems to be 
the darkened inside of a jewel box.  A formal garden lies behind this 
building, while a shell grotto (formerly a three-car garage) is between 
this building and the main museum.
     While, predictably in Lexington, a large portion of the building 
was given over to a varied collection featuring horses, “Brush Up Your 
Shakespeare” occupied a separate display room.  Over 100 items either 
by Shakespeare or relating to him were presented at eye level.  Bindings 
were a feast of  wonderful creations, some quite fanciful, that Neale 
Albert had commissioned over years of collecting and included work 
by current MBS members Maryline Poole Adams, Patrice Baldwin, 
Stephen Byrne, Deborah Evetts,  Gabrielle Fox, Marvin R. Hiemstra, 
Jan Kellett, Barbara Raheb and Jarmilla and Jan Sobota.  It was a grand 
experience for everyone as you could tell from the comments of viewers.

 Neale commissioned the model of the Globe theatre from Paul Wells of Horseheath, England, 
while the architectural bookstand featured on the poster was done by Tim Gosling of London.  It 
incorporates an ivory bust of Shakespeare taken from an antique walking stick and a copy of Brush 
Up Your Shakespeare from Piccolo Press.  The display will run through October 31.
 In the next issue of Miniature Book News Julian Edison will provide an extended feature on 
this marvelous exhibit with closeup views of some of the bindings.
 A champagne reception followed the viewing and a proclamation read by Arty Green, assistant 
to the Mayor.  The text read:
   
Proclamation
By Jim Newberry, Mayor
Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government
To All To Whom These Presents Shall Come: 

Whereas: the Miniature Book Society, a non-profit organization 
founded in 1983 in the United States, now enjoys a worldwide 
membership of nearly 300 members from 20 countries and 38 states; 
and  

Whereas: the Miniature Book Society serves as a clearinghouse for 
information through its newsletter, which features all aspects of 
literary arts, particularly the miniature book format; and

Brush Up Your Shakespeare
Miniature Designer Bindings from
the Collection of Neale M. Albert



6  |  mbs newsletter November 2010 mbs newsletter November 2010  |  7

Whereas: each year, the Miniature Book 
Society hosts an annual gathering of its  
members, referred to as a conclave, in a 
different city, and this year the conclave 
will be held in Lexington; and

Whereas: in Lexington, conference 
attendees will be treated to guest speakers,  
tours, workshops, book auctions, a book 
swap, and all-day book fair, trips to the 
Headley-Whitney Museum and the King 
Library Press, and have the opportunity 
to enjoy the company of fellow miniature 
book enthusiasts.

Now, therefore, I, Jim Newberry, Mayor 
of the Lexington-Fayette Urban County 
Government, do hereby proclaim the first 
week of September 2010, as:
Miniature Book Week 

[signed] Jim Newberry

   The Silent Auction ended the reception 
and, with the large number of  entries, 
netted the MBS $891.

   Special thanks go to Neale Albert for an 
exceptional afternoon and for allowing 
everyone to experience his wonderful 
collection.

   Meet the Press and a Book Swap 
followed the buffet dinner once back at 
the hotel.
   

Fascinated Michael Byrne

Cassandra Becker 
and Miriam Irwin
Cassandra Becker 
and Miriam Irwin

Jan Kellett and Murial UnderwoodJan Kellett and Murial Underwood

Kathleen Bryson

Jeanne GarbettJeanne Garbett

Phil Salmon and Company

James Brogan and Marian Byrne

Shakespearean Clowns

Saturday’s membership meeting brought a wealth of detail including the predictable 
information that our major expenses for the past year involved the redesign of our 
website ( http://www.mbs.org/ ) and the new traveling exhibit case. The latter 
unfortunately had some slight damage in shipping which required repair and 
reinforcement (covered by insurance).
 The good news: our membership is increasing on average one 
member per week .
 The proposed slate of officers carried for the election:
           Secretary:   Edward Hoyenski
           Treasurer:   Karen Nyman
           Members at Large:   Kathy King and Joan Knoertzer.
 Edward pointed out that they are always in need of new materials for the 
traveling exhibit.  Items can be damaged or simply go to pieces.  He also noted that 
as more and more materials on miniature books are being entered online at the 
University of North Texas they are available for keyword searching.
 Neale Albert has retired from handling the annual Book Competition and we 
do thank him for his past service.  It is a difficult job and has actually become more 
difficult as the number of entries has declined over the years.  Joan Knoertzer will 
supervise next year’s Competition and  would appreciate it if people would start 
planning now.
 The original Glasgow Cup, after much wear and tear crossing oceans, is being 
retired to our archives in the Lilly Library in Bloomington, IN.  The replacement 
will include all of the names of previous winners.
 The Lexington Herald-Leader gave us excellent coverage with a picture of 6 
year old Cassandra Becker ( Jan’s granddaughter) peering into one of the exhibit 
cases at the “Brush Up Your Shakespeare” exhibit along with smaller pictures of the 
architectural bookstand and of a display of books in traditional, but exceptionally 
beautiful bindings.  They gave information on Sunday’s upcoming Book Fair with 
it’s “wee wares.” 

Odd Bits
   FABS will meet in New York City before the Antiquarian Fair. (You are receiving 
the latest issue of FABS with this issue of MBS Newsletter.)
   Miriam Irwin has the die for Bibliofile and will loan it.
   Kentucky wants its 6% sales tax from vendors and will have a  representative at 
the Book Fair.  

And finally the big announcement…next year’s Conclave

Membership Meeting
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A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
CONCLAVE XXIX – DUBLIN - 29th July – 1st August 2011

Having just returned from Lexington where we had a wonderful Conclave  it is now time to look 
forward to Conclave XXIX which will be in Dublin,  in the Republic of Ireland.
 Dublin is a very compact, vibrant city with some wonderful attractions,  from the Book of 
Kells in Trinity College to the Guinness Brewery, and  many places of literary interest. The beauty of 
Dublin is that almost everything is within walking distance from the centre, where we will be based,  
and those which are not are accessible from a hop-on-hop-off bus which will take you right round 
the city, stopping at the main places of interest. The format will be similar to that of previous years, 
with visits, talks and opportunities to see some wonderful libraries and museums. I am sure that Irish 
music will feature at some point, probably accompanied by moderate consumption of the black stuff !
 If I do my job right, ably assisted by my wife Marian, Jim Brogan et al, it  promises to be a lively 
and very enjoyable Conclave. It is proposed to be based at the Davenport Hotel, with an option to 
stay in the Mont Clare, just over the street. More details regarding cost etc will be available later. 
 Both hotels are in the centre of Dublin, next to Trinity College grounds. But Dublin is not 
Ireland. I am sure many of you will want to spend more time in the country, and we will be circulating, 
at a later date, ideas for extending your stay.
 Please note that the dates are earlier than usual. If you have any questions or suggestions about 
the event, please don’t  hesitate to contact me.

Stephen Byrne

   Stephen did explain to the group that while we will be based at the Davenport, a 
small private hotel, the same people own the Mont Clare so they will count people 
staying there as a part of our total group.
 There is a possibility of a reception at Trinity College and an optional trip to 
Malahide Castle.
  Ireland does use the Euro.

Presentations
    
 Lisa Ohmer of European Papers talked on “Small Books, Big Impact— Creative Display 
of Miniature Books.”  Suggestions included gem and  jewelry sales cases, acrylic boxes made for 
sports memorabilia, small  easels, and, oddly enough, small canning jars for displaying miniature  
cookbooks in the kitchen or dining room to protect them.  Other possibilities included placing 
miniatures on full size books for contrast or using scrabble tile racks as tiny shelves.
 People who are going to be in or near Columbus, Ohio, should check http://europeanpapers.
com  They are housed within the Columbus Center for Paper & Book Arts.
 Jan Kellett of De Walden Press, Qualicum Beach, BC, went “Under Cover: the How, What 
and Why of Making Books” to discuss the materials used in book binding.  Jan has her Diploma 
in Fine Binding & Conservation  and has published numerous award-winning miniatures.
 She used slides to emphasize such points as the damage UV light  causes to leather, older paper 
and ink stand the test of time because the  paper was made of linen rags and beaten plant fibers while 
iron gall ink is blacker and more permanent than carbon ink.  Unhappily, computer printing ink is 
not yet lightfast nor waterproof. In addition to details on binding, such as linen sewing threads last 
longest, she pointed out that leather for bookbinding must be vegetable tanned.
   Check Jan’s wonderfully detailed blog “Booked-out” for extensive information on how she 
works:  http://booked-out.blogspot.com/

Jan Kellett

Lisa Ohmer
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    After lunch attendees were bused to the King 
Library Press where the Director, Paul Evans 
Holbrook, provided a history of the Press which 
was begun by a group of librarians who, working 
during their lunch hours, produced a small book 
in 1956. They used presses belonging to Victor 
and Carolyn Hammer.  While living in Florence, 
with the help of local craftsmen Victor had built 
a wooden press based on one in the Laurentian 
Library.  
 Carolyn was the University’s Curator 
of Rare Books and had founded her own 
Anvil Press.  They joined others to start 
the King Library Press and Carolyn was 
director until 1976.  Under their influence 
the Press developed the exceptional 
standards that are maintained by staff and 
volunteers.
    Holbrook then helped attendees 
print a sheet with Herman Melville’s 
duodecimo classification of whales and 
James Reid-Cunningham, President of 
the Guild of Book Workers, as well as several of the 
Press workers helped direct folding and cutting to 
turn the sheet into a book.
 Before sewing the group took their paper 
covers to a hot press to print the title. (This 
piece of equipment was originally created to 
stamp initials onto luggage!)  
    It was a weary group that headed back 
to the hotel and that evening’s  lively auction 
run by Father Joseph Curran.  It netted 
$2301.50 for MBS.

 Sunday’s Book Fair was 
actually pleasant, with vendors 
well spaced to provide plenty of 
room for attendees eager to part 
with their money. There were 
new dealers, Laurence Fayard and 
Tony Firman, to fill in for missing 
older ones who could not attend.
 The exhausting day finished 
off with the evening reception 
and the Awards Banquet.  For his 
significant contributions to the 
Society, Stephen Byrne received 
the Anderson-Yarnell Award, while 
the Norman W. Forgue Award for 
outstanding contribution to the 
world of miniature books went 
to Karen Nyman.  The Glasgow 
Cup went to Gabrielle Fox for her 
special  dedication and friendship 
to the membership.
 James Birchfield, curator of 
books for Special Collections 
& Archives at the King Library, 
introduced speaker for the 
evening James Reid-Cunningham, 
Chief Conservator at Boston 
Athenaeum, who spoke on “Eye, 
Hand,Tool: the Collision of 
Art, Craft and Conservation in 
the Contemporary Book.”  He 
discussed the overlap among the 
three and pointed out that in 
the 1970’s and 80’s conservation 
replaced repair when people 
began trying to save as much as 
possible of any item they worked 
on.  Under the theory that “better 
is the enemy of good” they quit 
trying to impose improvements for 
the sake of preserving the original.

The King Library Press, University of Kentucky

Stephen Byrne
Anderson -Yarnell winner.
Stephen Byrne
Anderson -Yarnell winner.

Karen Nyman
Norman W. Forgue Award
Karen Nyman
Norman W. Forgue Award

Gabrielle Fox
with the Glasgow Cup
Gabrielle Fox
with the Glasgow Cup

David St. OngeDavid St. Onge

Suzanne PruchnickiSuzanne Pruchnicki

Carol KouyoumdjianCarol Kouyoumdjian

James Reid-CunninghamJames Reid-Cunningham
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MINIATURE BOOK NEWS
Julian I. Edison, Editor

8 ST. ANDREWS DRIVE  •  ST. LOUIS, MO  •  63124

NO. 142  - October - 2010

BOOM -- Most paged miniature book ever!

Imagine a book measuring only 2 inches high, by 1 ½ inches wide and 1 inch thick, with 704 
pages! Just such a book, entitled BOOM,  was published in the Netherlands, colorfully illustrated 
and with all readable text in English, this year!

In fact BOOM is the smallest book with the most pages in the entire  history of miniature books! 
Some others are: The Galileo of 1896 at 207 pages, La Divina Commedia of 1896 at 499 pages, 
Bryce’s Smallest English Dictionary of 1900 printed on 384 pages of thin India paper, and the Little 
Webster dictionary printed by Langenscheidt in Germany beginning in the 1950s at 640 pages.

The New York Times ran an illustrated article by Alice Rawsthorn about this miniature morsel on 
August 8, 2010, and we reprint some excerpts, below:

A Small Book on a Big Career

LONDON — Imagine that you’re one of the world’s best 
book designers — some say the best — and you have to design 
a book about your own work. How would you feel? Excited 
at having the freedom to do whatever you want? Daunted by 
that freedom? A bit of both? 

What sort of book would you come up with? Whatever you’re 
thinking, I’ll bet that it doesn’t involve squeezing 704 pages 
into a “baby” book that’s roughly the same size as a small box of 
matches. Yet that’s what the Dutch book designer Irma Boom 
did with the book she created to accompany an exhibition of 
her work, “Irma Boom: Biography in Books,” which runs until 
Oct. 3 at the University of Amsterdam Library. 

To be precise, she packed those 704 pages into a book that’s 2 
inches high, 1.5 inches wide and 1 inch thick or, if you prefer 

metric measurements, 5 centimeters, 4 centimeters and 2.5 centimeters respectively. She bound 
the result in a bright red cover with the word “Boom” printed on the front in, intentionally, 
clumsy white letters. 

When I first saw “Boom,” I presumed that its (lack of ) size was a wry commentary on any or all 
of the following: a) the trend to produce very big, very blingy, often badly designed books; b) 
the realization that, since the microchip’s invention, the size of an object no longer necessarily 
bears any relation to its power; or c) the threat posed by Apple’s iPad, Amazon’s Kindle and other 
electronic readers to the traditional books that Ms. Boom designs so beautifully. 

The optional trip to Larkspur Press on Monday proved a delight for 
everyone.  Monterey is set in hill country and getting to the Press 
involves a couple of hair-raising bridges, but even the bus driver felt 
it was worth the effort.  
 Getting his start as an apprentice at the King Library Press, 
Gray Zeitz founded his own press in 1974.  Work is devoted to 
regional authors, all done by hand from setting the type to creating 
art work to binding.  Zeitz and his apprentices also do broadsides 
and wedding invitations, although the latter involves a time factor 
while production of the books can take as much as two years.  
    The studio building is small, but packed with presses, type 
cases, paper, and, in the loft, the design and sewing area.  Books 
are printed on a  vintage hand-fed Chandler & Price letterpress. 
Most books have a regular and a special edition.   Special edition 
books are printed on dampened hand-made or mold-made paper, 
bound in more elaborate styles, and intended for collectors or 
bibliophiles.
    The writers they work with, including Wendell Berry, 
Bobbie Ann Mason, and James Baker Hall, may be well 
established or they may be total unknowns. Either way, the final 
result will be a work of art.
   

Trip to Larkspur Press

Miniature Book News November 2010  |  13



14  |  mbs newsletter November 2010 mbs newsletter November 2010  |  15

At the end of June of 1862, Civil War battles raged and promised little hope of an early 
end to the conflict. President Lincoln showed signs of depression and stress. Early in July, 
the President began a draft which would become “the order giving freedom to the slaves in 
the South, for the purpose of hastening the end of the war.” On July 13th while attending 
the funeral of a child of one of his cabinet members, Lincoln spoke about the subject of 
emancipating the slaves by proclamation to his Secretary of State, William Henry Seward. 
When Seward expressed his approval of the proclamation but questioned the timing in 
issuing it, the President agreed to wait until there was a victory by the Union forces. That 
victory came on September 17th, 1862 when Northern forces won the battle at Antietam. 
Within the week, Lincoln announced the preliminary proclamation. After January 1, 1863, 
it was written as the final proclamation.

According to Charles Eberstadt’s census of editions, the seventh edition of the preliminary 
proclamation was published in December 1862 as an eight-page miniature booklet. It 
measures 3 1/8 by 2 1/8 inches and was published in Boston, Massachusetts by Lincoln’s 
abolitionist friend, John Murray Forbes. The wrappers are light pink, and the front cover 
declares that the proclamation will take effect on January 1st, 1863. It is this date that leads 
to confusion about the actual publication date of this pamphlet. Eberstadt states that it is 
“the only separate pamphlet edition of the preliminary proclamation …and the last edition 
of 1862.” The rear wrapper contains a quotation from Alexander H. Stephens, the Vice 
President of the Confederacy, under the caption: ‘SLAVERY THE CHIEF CORNER-
STONE.” All editions before the miniature book were issued are State Department 
publications or broadsides.

The final proclamation found its way into the columns of Washington newspapers on 
January 1, 1863 before it was signed by the President.  On or about January 20, 1863 
another miniature pamphlet printed by Forbes appeared as the eighth printed edition of the 
Proclamation. These eight-pages in buff wrappers measure 3 3/8 by 2 1/4 inches. Here the 
back cover has Andrew Jackson’s proclamation: 
“TO THE FREE COLORED INHABITANTS 
OF LOUISIANA,” Sept. 21, 1814. 

It is believed that a million copies of the miniature 
pamphlet(s) were printed and carried by Union 
soldiers in their backpacks. As they traveled the 
countryside, they distributed the preliminary and 
final proclamations in miniature book form to 
those enslaved. 

Wrong, wrong and wrong. “A lot of people have asked me about those things, but I didn’t think 
of them,” said Ms. Boom, laughing. “The book is small because whenever I make a book, I start 
by making a tiny one. Usually I make five, six or seven for each book, as filters for my ideas and 
to help me to see the structure clearly. I have hundreds of those small books, and am so fond of 
them. I’ve always wanted to make one for publication, but no one has ever wanted to do it. And 
I thought, well, this time, I can.” 

Back to “Boom,” which features images from 226 of the books she has designed since leaving art 
school in the Dutch city of Enschede in 1985. 

They appear in reverse chronological order, starting with the most recent, “Al Manakh Contd.,” a 
collaboration with Mr. Koolhaas, and ending with her first book, a 1986 guide to Dutch museums. 
Ms. Boom designed it for the government printing office in The Hague, where she worked for five 
years after graduating, before opening her own studio in Amsterdam. 

She has included comments on some of the books, which are printed in Plantin, one of her 
favorite typefaces, which is (just) legible at 5.5 points, roughly half the size of conventional book 
type. In one comment, she describes the “Sheila Hicks” book as “a kind of manifesto for books.” A 
second dismisses a book on Mecanoo’s architecture as “a failure for all involved.” 

Ms. Boom reminisces about how the driver dispatched to take her to Ferrari’s headquarters asked 
her to choose between “fast or slow.” Duh! And she recounts how the late American artist Robert 
Rauschenberg thought her treatment of one of his paintings was “lousy.” “Of course, I included 
my mistakes,” she said. “You learn so much from them, and they’re always my fault. I could always 
have said no.” 

The first edition of 3,200 copies has almost sold out and Ms. Boom is now considering whether 
to print a second edition. “I might make it a bit bigger,” she said. “Maybe one centimeter higher 
for every print run?” 

MORE ABOUT 
“THE PROCLAMATION OF EMANCIPATION BY 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES”
By: Anne C. Bromer

Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation has been called one of the three great documents of world 
history, ranking with the Magna Carta and the Declaration of Independence. It was issued first 
as a preliminary proclamation and second as the proclamation itself. In both cases, a miniature 
pamphlet is how it appeared first in book form.
 
Since the publication of Miniature Books: 4,000 Years of Tiny Treaures in 2007, I have learned 
more about the first book editions of Lincoln’s Proclamation. The story that follows was culled 
from Charles Eberstadt’s article in The New Colophon, 1950, and from Harold Holzer’s interview 
on National Public Radio in 2008.
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curiosities, music, and languages. In addition several indexes were compiled on Names, Subjects, 
Authors, Publishers and Printers, Illustrators, and Places of Publication. There is also a bibliography 
and Descriptive Summary of Almanacs, Bibles, Bindings, Bookplates and Publishers and Printers. 
This obviously important work was almost entirely prepared by Louis W. Bondy, by then the 
renowned dealer of miniature books in London. This extensive work was published in 500 copies by 
Edward Arnold.
 The Spielmann catalogue was later reprinted in America as a facsimile in 150 copies.

4) The History of Miniature Books.
 Doris Welsh was a librarian all her life and head of the catalogue department at the Newberry 
Library in Chicago until retirement in 1965. Miniature Books were her passion, which included an 
interest as scholar, collector and publisher.
 Her History of Miniature Books was Welsh’s first book, published in 1987. In 156 pages Welsh 
encompassed a history of miniature books up to 1965, including extensive chapters on what 
a miniature book is and its history by century. Various sub chapters included Political, Medical, 
Cookbooks, Heraldry, Religious, Almanacs, Music, Commercial aspects, Collectors, and References, 
among other headings, plus an index.

5) A Bibliography of Miniature Books (1470-1965 ).  
 This bibliography, Welsh’s second book, came out in 1989. This large sized book, with 250 
pages, is an alphabetical listing of all the printed miniature books Welsh had identified from all her 
sources over the years. There are 7271 separate entries with, among other details, the source from 
which each particular edition was found (foreign bibliography, dealers catalogue, auction sale, etc.). 
It was felt that this compilation would probably be classified as a “transitional” bibliography because 
of some  needed revisions, corrections and updates. However, this work is extensively used as a 
reference worldwide. 1000 copies were printed.

6) Three Centuries of Thumb Bibles, A Checklist,
 Adomeit’s magnum opus, this work was published in 1980. Ruth’s particular love was Thumb 
Bibles and she spent a lifetime collecting information about this category. Encompassing chapters 
on Bibles printed in America, the British Isles and Continental Europe, almost every entry contains 
an illustration of its title page. A truly remarkable piece of scholarship.

7) Miniature Books, Their History from the 
beginnings to the present day, 
 Louis  W. Bondy, considered the 
world’s leading authority on the subject, 
authored his signature work in 1981. As said 
earlier, Bondy had been the writer behind 
the scenes for Spielmann’s Catalogue in 
1960.  Now in 1981 he authored under his 
own name a more popular, yet scholarly, 
book published by the Sheppard Press of 
London. Dealing with printed miniature 
books (excluding manuscripts, scrolls, etc.) 
its dust jacket describes the work well: “It 
deals chronologically and in detail with their 
development, with changes in taste and fashion 
and with technical advances: it has sections on 
special subjects including devotional books, 
costume, erotica, gastronomy, song books and 
topography; it describes some of the more 
curious items and publishers’ bindings; it 
reviews current production, assesses prospects 

KEY REFERENCE BOOKS

In 1966 and again in 2002 MBN included articles about the most important reference books in the 
miniature book realm. Since 2002  the Miniature Book Society has welcomed a substantial number 
of new members. Therefore we felt it would be of interest to update this list.
 The reference sources outlined below are entirely about miniature books, and constitute a basic 
bibliographic library for a serious collector, scholar, book dealer, or interested library. Omitted are 
many other reference books, journals, and magazines with only a chapter about miniature books, 
miniature book bibliography, or foreign language books. Also not covered here are the major 
periodicals (Miniature Book News, The Miniature Book Society Newsletter, The Microbibliophile, and 
the German Das Miniaturbuch) still being published that contain much additional information.  
 In addition, Kalman L. Levitan, the first president of the Miniature Book Society, published in 
1985 a book entitled In Search of Miniature Books. This work is an exhaustive bibliography, a book 
about books about miniature books, which includes many additional sources of information about 
this subject.
 The key sources are listed chronologically:

1)  The News-Letters of the LXIMOS. 
 LXIMOS is Latin for 64mos (a book term) in English and refers to the miniature book size or 
format which is achieved by folding a printed sheet of paper five times to yield 32 pages on each side 
for a total of 64 pages, now each less than 3 inches in height. 
 Twenty-one separate “news letters” were published from 1927 to 1929, from cities around the 
world by interested and knowledgeable librarians and book people. The original idea had come from 
Wilbur Macey Stone, a well-known children’s and miniature book collector and bookseller of New 
York, who has been called the “Dean of Miniature Book Collectors.” 
 The News-Letters were started by James E. Henderson, of Brookline, Massachusetts, a prodigious 
collector and a friend of Stone’s, who called himself “The Scrivener.”
 The News-Letters are a trove of articles, illustrations and information on all aspects of miniature 
books and collectors, ancient and modern, that were published from 1927 up to the stock market 
crash of 1929. The 21 issues include articles by collectors, and should be considered the first 
important reference source in English. 
 Copies of the original issues are rare today. Fortunately the News-Letters were reprinted in a 
superb facsimile book edition in 1968 by Frank H. Teagle, Jr. of The Lilliputter Press in Woodstock, 
Vermont, with a forward and index by Robert E. Massmann.  Massmann’s detailed 37 page index 
makes the News-Letters a convenient and invaluable reference manual.

2) The Miniature Book Collector.
 The MBC, as The Miniature Book Collector became to be known, was the brainchild of Ruth 
Adomeit of Cleveland, Ohio.  Published quarterly by Achille J. St. Onge, and printed by Teagle’s 
Lilliputter Press, from 1960 to 1962, the MBC comprised 8 booklets of 16 pages each in two 
volumes, plus a separate index booklet in 1963, all sized 4 x 3 3/8 inches.   Ruth’s aims were almost 
identical to the News-Letters, and the 40 pages of index attest to the subject range that Ruth dealt 
with to bring readers up to date with matters, new and newly discovered, since the News-Letters of 
30 years before. 
 The MBC is generally regarded as the major influence in reviving the interest in collecting and 
producing miniature books.

3) Spielmann’s Catalogue.
 In 1961 the first comprehensive catalogue (actually a book) of miniature books in English 
appeared in Great Britain: Catalogue of the library of Miniature Books, collected by Percy Edwin 
Spielmann, Ph.D., B.Sc., F.R.I.C., F.R.S.L., together with some Descriptive Summaries. This nearly 
300-page book numbered and described bibliographically the 600 or so books or book sets then in 
Spielmann’s collection. The book also contains chapters on miniature book production, bookplates, 
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for the future and mentions some of the principal collections and collectors. There are more than 
sixty illustrations, a good bibliography and, of course, an index.”

8)  Twentieth Century United States Miniature Books,... With bibliographic descriptions of each book 
arranged by publisher. 
 This book is the first of two important tomes by Robert C. Bradbury of Worcester, Massachusetts. 
Published in 2000, this work is a compendium of all the miniature books published in the United 
States from 1900 through 2000. Most commercial mass-market miniature books, such as Cracker Jack, 
Running Press, Andrews and McMeel, flip books, religious books, advertising books, etc. are excluded.  
All told 3340 books are identified, listed, described and numbered from over 300 publishers. There is 
an overview chapter, then a list of publishers, an alphabetical list of books by author, and an index to 
publishers and printers, along with other information.

9)  Antique United States Miniature Books, 1690 - 1900,... Principally from the Collections of the 
American Antiquarian Society and the Lilly Library, Indiana University. 
 One year later, in 2001, Bob Bradbury’s second book was published. In this work we have an 
Overview chapter of Antique U.S. Miniature Books, then a descriptive list of over 300 publishers 
followed by a chronological list of their miniature books, plus notes, sources, and an Index to Titles, 
Authors, and Publishers. 
 
10) Miniature Books: 4,000 Years of Tiny Treasures. 
 In 2007 Harry Abrams in association with The Grolier Club of New York published this large 
sized book, authored by Anne C. Bromer and Julian I. Edison. 
 Chapters in the book include text and illustrations about illuminated manuscripts, book arts, 
religious, almanacs, smallest, children’s, politics, life’s pleasures, and oddities and objets d’art. At the 
end are discussions on where miniature books can be found, a list of selected libraries with large 
collections, and a selected bibliography, plus an index.
  
Here are excerpts from the dust jacket: 
 “This is the first lavishly illustrated, 
authoritative volume on the delightful 
subject of books no taller than three inches. 
Its dazzling array is shown---with few 
exceptions---at actual size…One section 
deals with the papers, printing, and binding 
used in these tiny marvels. Filled with great 
stories and fascinating people, Miniature 
Books speaks not only to the experienced 
collector, but also to the one just starting out 
and to anyone who loves the look and feel of 
a good book.”

SPECTACULAR EXHIBITION 
IN LYON, FRANCE

In the MBN issue last March  (no. 140 -- March, 2010), we wrote about an extraordinary 
exhibition of miniature books being held from January 29 to June 27, 2010 in Lyon, France.
 
The exhibition was held at the Printing Museum of Lyon, a city in the South of France. Lyon is a 
center of printing and bookbinding.
 
Our man in Vienna, the indefatigable colleague and microbibliophile Arno Gschwendtner, 
journeyed from Vienna, Austria to Lyon to see the exhibition, and sent us some fine photographs. 
And, what’s more, in this age of videotapes and YouTube, Arno also sent me some websites, below, 
that show videos of the exhibition. In the videos Myriam Basset, a bookbinder in Lyon and the 
curator of the Exhibit, talks about and shows some of the books on display.

http://www.dailymotion.com/video/xc7gy4_les-livres-minuscules-en-exposition_creation 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ylNAarbvZl0  
 

http://www.imprimerie.lyon.fr/imprimerie/sections/fr/expositions/expo_actu/

Here are some pictures from the Lyon exhibition: 
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Catalogues  received

Micro-Miniature Books, 
Catalogue 27, September 2010.
Karen Nyman, San Diego, CA.
(Online)

Miniature Book Society Conclave
Catalogue, 2010 .  Lux Mentis
Booksellers, Portland, MA (Created by 12 
year old Aidan Kahn for a small part of 
Patricia Pistner’s collection that she decided 
to deaccession.)

Miniature Books Catalogue 54,
September 2010.  Tracy Bradbury,
Brooklyn, NY

New Acquisitions, Catalogue 133,
Bromer Booksellers, Boston, MA

Renewal reminder

Members who did not attend the Conclave 
will be receiving the 2010 Exhibition Catalog 
as well as a bound version of the Moby Dick 
section attendees created at the Conclave.  If 
you have not already renewed you will also 
receive a renewal form.

MBS Traveling Exhibit will be at the University 
Library, Santa Clara University Archive & 
Special Collections, 500 El Camino Real, 
Santa Clara, CA 95053-0500 from October 
10 to November 30, 2010.

Our self-contained traveling exhibit  is 
available to libraries, schools, and other 
institutions with no rental fee, only shipping 
charges Contact   Jim Brogan at jbrogan1@
verizon.net 

Antiques and Collecting Magazine in 
the “Passionate Collector” column of the 
November issue will have a brief interview 
with Karen Nyman discussing miniature 
books.

Check  http://mimb.org/  for the calendar 
for the Monumental Ideas in Miniature Books 
traveling exhibit from Myers School of Art, 
University of Akron, OH

Our cover picture was created by Nancy 
A. Fiumera  for a limited edition poster, 
Miniature Book Abecedarian.  (An 
abecedarian of miniature books  featuring 
original photography, in a limited edition 
of twenty-five 11” x 17” prints.) “I publish 
and bind miniature books at The Studio at 
Far Enough. Titles  include Jefferson’s Rules 
for the Good Life, Curious Beaks, Frozen 
Charlotte, Tree ABC, New York, New York, 
Hiroshige, and Tree Tattoos. As a collector 
of miniature books for 25 years, I’ve also 
developed a tool useful for cataloging mini 
books, the Miniature Book Measure, which 
quickly and accurately measures miniature 
books.” Nancy can be reached at far-
enough@att.net 

Ljubljana, capital of Slovenia, is UNESCO’s 
World Capital of Books (April 23, 2010 
to April 23, 2011).  In addition to many 
cultural activities they will be hosting the 
world’s largest miniature book exhibition in 
Europe from October 15 to December 5.  
This display, from the collection of Dr. Martin 
Znidersic, contains 1328 volumes from 55 
countries.  153 books from the
USA will include works from Achille J. St. 
Onge and the Black Cat Press.
 Also on view will be Typorello, the 
longest miniature book, a facsimile of 
the smallest Codex, all William Pickering 
miniature editions, and many by Glasgow 
publisher David Bryce.  Two special shows 
will feature 100 years of Louis W. Bondy and 
an homage to Károly Andruskó, miniature 
woodcut artist from Ljubljana.
 Note that the city is very pleasant in  
October!  

Photo credits:  Neale Albert, Jan Becker, 
Laurence Fayard, Joan Boring

Brief Notes NOVEMBER 2010 CHANGEABOUTS

New Member: 

Erika Clew
3575 Holmes Circle
Hacienda Heights CA  

91745
562 696-8358 (h)
562 458-5866 (cell)
etclew@yahoo.com

Laurence Fayard
197 E Third St Apt 6
New York NY  10003
646 468-1173 (cell)
fayard.laurence@gmail.

com

Anthony V. Feroci, Jr.
4 Ridgewood Drive
Sterling MA  01564
978 466-5011 (o)
AFeroci1@verizon.net

Ian Kahn
Lux Mentis, Booksellers
110 Marginal Way #777
Portland ME  04101
207 329-1469 (cell)
ian@luxmentis.com
www.luxmentis.com

Jean McCormick
6733 Tricklewood Ct SE
Grand Rapids MI  49546
616 940-0003 (h)
cormick.j@sbcglobal.net

Cynthia & Kevin Midlam
7365 Alicante Road
Carlsbad CA  92009-6260
760 804-1509 (h)
619 980-1349 (cell)
hyacynth@att.net

Brenda Prioletti
2550 Coach House Lane
Naples FL  34105
239 434-9005 (h)
239 860-8449 (cell)
bprio@comcast.net

Linda & Godfrey 
Sundmark

5500 Fieldston Rd Apt 
1DD

Bronx NY  10471-2534
718 548-7963 (h)
lin29sund@optonline.net

Jeanne Taylor
3939 Cartwheel Terrace
Cincinnati OH  45251
513 385-2627 (h)
513 604-6042 (cell)
hikergurl@fuse.net

University of Wyoming 
Libraries

Periodicals / Dept 3334
1000 E University Avenue
Laramie WY  82071

Paul G. Wank
34 Hayes Avenue
Eureka Springs AK  72632

Brigid Whitbread
55 Williamson Street
Holder Austrailian Capital 

Territory 2611
AUSTRALIA
bridgidw@homemail.com.au

Renewed Member:

Nancy Kiehne
800 A Southerly Rd Apt 

1024
Towson MD 21286-8436
410 825-0116 (h)

Carol Warren
1185 Lowell Drive Apt 5
Oconomowoc WI  53066
262 229-5071 (cell)
caw194454@yahoo.com

Web Page 
Changeabouts:

Address Changeabouts:

Sherry E. & Stewart Hesch
118 Huntington Ave Apt 

602
Boston MA  02116
stewhesch@gmail..com

Email Changeabouts:

James Reid-Cunningham
james_reidcunningham@

yahoo.com

Telephone 
Changeabouts:

Harout & Carol Anne 
Kouyoumdjian

260 244-4462 (h & o)
260 503-9567 (cell)

Barbara J. Raheb
818 851-9994 (h)
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Issued in March,  July,  November.  Items for 
publication, including advertising material should be 
sent to the Editor.  Publication deadlines are: February 
1,  June 1, October 1.  Payment for advertising should 
be made to Miniature Book Society Inc. and sent to the 
Treasurer.

The Miniature Book Society is an international non-
profit organization founded in 1983 and chartered 
by the state of Ohio, USA.  Its purposes are to sustain 
interest in all aspects of miniature books;to provide 
a forum for the exchange of ideas; to serve as a 
clearinghouse for information about miniature books.

Website:  www.mbs.org
Toll-free phone (USA & Canada):
1-877-MBS-1983

Board of Governors for 2009-2011
President: Mark Palkovic
Vice-President: Stephen Byrne
Secretary: Edward Hoyenski
Treasurer: Karen Nyman
Past President: Julian Edison

Members at-large: 
Christina Amato
Kathy King
Joan Knoertzer
Karen E. Roehr
     
Membership in the Society is open to all interested 
individuals, organizations and institutions Membership 
dues in United States dollars: $40.00 individual/couple 
for USA members, $45.00 individual/couple for 
Canadian members; $55.00 individual/couple outside 
North America.  Corporate membership: $50.00 
(USA), $55.00 (Canada), $65.00 (outside North 
America.

Advertising Rates
Full Page 4.5 x 7.5" $100.00
Half Page 4.5 x 3.75" $50.00
Quarter Page 2.25 x 3.75" $30.00

Send ads to:
Joan Boring

3204 Wildwood Rd.
Middletown, OH 45042
joan_boring@yahoo.com

Mail payments for ads (in $ US dollars)  
(paypal address minibook@cox.net) to:

Karen Nyman
702 Rosecrans Street

San Diego, CA 92106-3013 

Membership inquiries and dues payments:
Karen Nyman, Treasurer
702 Rosecrans Street
San Diego, CA  92106-3013
619-226-4441  (h)
619-225-8585  (o)
619-226-4441  (f )
karennyman@cox.net
Mail payments for ads
(in $ US dollars) (paypal address
minibook@cox.net )

Newsletter Editor:
Joan Boring
3204 Wildwood Road
Middletown, OH  45042
(513) 594-7395
joan_boring@yahoo.com           

Miniature Book News Editor 
Julian Edison 
8 St. Andrews Drive 
St. Louis MO  63124 
(314) 567-3533 
jiestl@mac.com

Manuscripts, letters and news items are welcomed and 
are subject to editing due to space and style limitations.  
Preferably submissions should be made electronically, by 
e-mail or disk. Attachments on Microsoft Word would 
be preferred.  Articles in the Newsletter do not necessarily 
express the views of the Board or of the Editor.

Deadline for the next issue: February 1, 2011.

Printed by Alliance Printing & Mailing Services 
Middletown, OH

Miniature Book Society Newsletter
A publication of the Miniature Book Society Inc. Number 85
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Having fun can be tiring--

The Wandering Book Artists Peter and Donna Thomas... 
have been touring the country towing their homemade gypsy wagon

 and visiting libraries and community based book arts groups.  
Check out their blog at http://www.wanderingbookartists.blogspot.com



Limited Time Special
Solid Pewter Bookends-- 

Keepsakes from the Conclaves in Princeton and Lexington.  
Each bookend measures 1-1/4” high by 3/4” deep by 1” wide – perfect for the smaller books in 

your collection.  Regular price is $30 a set.  Now available at $20 per set.  (Price valid until 
December 31, 2010 and includes FREE SHIPPING)

 

       

  2009 Conclave with      2010 Conclave with
 Princeton’s Mercer Oak                         leaping horse

Specify which set or sets you want and send check to: Miniature Book Society
         702 Rosecrans Street
         San Diego, CA  92106-3013

Offers a
2010 Dickens Commemorative

Christmas Set
For the miniature 

booklover in your life
Christmas Past

Christmas Present
Christmas Future

www.TonyFirmanBookbinding.com

Offers a
2010 Dickens Commemorative

Christmas Set
For the miniature 

booklover in your life
Christmas Past

Christmas Present
Christmas Future

www.TonyFirmanBookbinding.com

5200 MINIATURE BOOKS 
TO BE SOLD

After 45 years of collecting, I will sadly, sell my 
collection.  Please send an email to inkydew@
aol.com In the subject line, please write   
“MINIATURE BOOK INVENTORY”.  It 
will be in an EXCEL file spreadsheet.

Shipping is extra. Paypal is extra (3.9% plus 
$.30 as per Paypal fees).  I do accept checks. 
All money to be in US DOLLARS.
I have established a website:
www.myminiaturebooksforsale.com
Photos are updated on site every few weeks.
 
I reserve the right to refuse to sell anything to 
anyone.  Allow one week to find, pack & ship.
I have MANY full size reference books and if 
you’re  looking for a rare one, I might have it. 
All reference material for  sale.

If you’re considering the purchase of certain  
Presses, I will consider a “lot” price.
Eileen Cummings


