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President’s Message

Mark Palkovic

As we count down the days to our 28th Grand Conclave, I was 
reminded recently of the circumstances of the Society’s founding. 
In 1983, Miriam Owen Irwin, owner of Mosaic Press in Cincinnati, 
hosted a gathering of miniature book publishers and collectors at 
her family farm near Tipp City, Ohio, north of Dayton. This month 
Miriam and her husband Ken celebrated 50 years of marriage with 
a grand picnic at the Studebaker Frontier Homestead (Miriam is a 
descendent of the Studebaker family). I know you will join me in 
congratulating Miriam and Ken as they celebrate this milestone! 
Representing the MBS at the wonderful picnic event were Mark 
Palkovic and Tom Shessler, and Janet and Kathy King. In addition to the displays of photos 
and other memorabilia of Ken and Miriam’s wedding day as well as that of the Studebaker 
family and Studebaker automobiles, Miriam created a marvelous exhibit of miniature books 
from Mosaic Press and photos from various MBS conclaves, including that first one in 1983. 
Although I didn’t join the MBS until a year or two after its creation, I did attend that first 
book fair. It was a trip down memory lane for me as I recalled the joy and wonder of seeing 
the bibliographic creations and meeting people I had only heard about until then, all in a 
beautiful outdoor setting.

Miriam is planning to attend the Grand Conclave in Lexington, Kentucky September 3-6, 
2010, and I hope you will plan to attend, too. Registration information is available with this 
newsletter. Please send in your registration as soon as possible so that our host, Kathleen 
Bryson along with her assistant Gabrielle Fox may have accurate numbers for the various 
exciting events that have been planned. I look forward to seeing you in Lexington!

Editor’s Note
This could well be called The Year of the Miniature Binder.  We have an article on a
Gabrielle Fox workshop, as well as an article on how to bind a miniature in the Miniature 
Book News section.  At the Conclave we are being offered the opportunity to see Neale 
Albert’s exhibit of designer bindings, to hear Jan Kellett talk on materials used in book 
binding as well as a talk by Lisa Olmer of European Papers (who will hopefully have a  
table of supplies for sale at the Book Fair). We will also be able to create our own MBS 
publication under the direction of James Reid-Cunningham (President of the Guild of
Book Workers) and Paul Evans Holbrook (Director of the King Library Press).  At the 
Banquet James will provide a talk: “Eye, Hand and Tool.”  For those able to stay an extra
day there is the optional visit to Larkspur Press.  All in all a series of choice offerings
for the miniature lover—and I hope that means everyone who is able will be at the 
Conclave.

Book samples on display at the 
Gabrielle Fox workshop

“Panoramic Miniature and False Floor Box”

Continued on inside back cover
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CONCLAVE  INFORMATION

Grand Conclave XXVIII will be held at the Lexington Hyatt-Regency Hotel in downtown 
Lexington, Friday, September 3 through Sunday, September 5, 2010.

HOTEL ARRANGEMENTS:  The hotel is holding a limited number of rooms at the discounted 
price of $109., single-quad occupancy for MBS members.  Reservations must be made by August 
1, 2010 and you must identify yourself as an MBS member. The number to call for reservations is: 
1.800.233.1234.

Complimentary shuttle service is available to and from the Lexington Bluegrass Airport. A 
courtesy phone is located near the baggage claim area, and is available daily from 6:00 am. through 
12 midnight.  Return times must be arranged through the Guest Services department at the hotel.

Complimentary parking is provided in the Lexington Convention Center parking lot, directly 
across the street from the hotel.

CONCLAVE REGISTRATION:  The registration fee is $250. per person.  This fee includes 
the keepsake bag, 3 breakfasts, Saturday lunch and evening dessert reception, Friday buffet dinner 
and Sunday awards banquet, 2 receptions, bus transportation to events at the Headley-Whitney 
Museum and the King Library Press, all programs, and admission to the Book Fair on Sunday.

DEADLINES
Conclave Registration:  August 1; mail check and registration form (see insert) to:  

Kathleen Bryson, 209 Catalpa Rd., Lexington, KY 40502

Lexington Hyatt-Regency: August 1; please see contact information above Reservations 
MUST be made by this date to qualify for discount.

Auction Items:   August 5; proceeds benefit MBS. Mail items to:   
Jan Becker, 1700 Dix Road, Middletown, OH 45042

Silent Auction Items:   August 25;  proceeds split between donor and MBS.
Mail to: Karen Nyman, 702 Rosecrans St., San Diego, 
CA 92106

Keepsakes:   August 25; mail to: Kathleen Bryson, 209 Catalpa Rd.,  
Lexington, KY 40502

QUESTIONS?   
Contact Kathleen Bryson at kbryson@insightbb.com or 859.269.2142

2010 CONCLAVE PROGRAM

Thursday, Sept. 2, 2010        (Pre-Conclave)
6:30 pm Informal gathering for drinks and dinner at DeSha’s Restaurant, across the 

street from the Hyatt.  Take the sidewalk by the park and fountains, or take the 
pedway from the Civic Center/Hyatt complex.

Friday, Sept. 3, 2010
10:00 am - Noon Board Meeting with lunch for Board members only.
1:00 - 4:00 pm Registration
4:30 pm Board bus for trip to Headley-Whitney Museum
5:00 - 7:00 pm Reception (Cash Bar) and viewing of Neale M. Albert’s exhibition, Brush Up 

Your Shakespeare, which consists of  about 100 miniatures, many with designer 
bindings, as well as a miniature of the Globe Theatre especially commissioned 
for this exhibit. Silent Auction

7:00 pm Board bus for return to the Hyatt
7:30 - 9:30 pm Buffet Dinner
 Meet the Press - MBS publishers on hand to sign books
 Book Swap - Bring books to trade with other collectors

Saturday, Sept. 4, 2010
7:30 - 9:00 am Hot Buffet Breakfast
9:00 - 11:00 am MBS Annual Membership Meeting
11:00 - 11:45 am Presentation by Jan Kellett, De Walden Press, Qualicum Beach, BC: “Under 

Cover,” about materials used in book binding. Presentation by Lisa Ohlmer, 
European Papers, Columbus, OH: “Small Books, Big Impact - Creative 

Display of Miniature Books.”
11:45 - 1:00 Lunch
1:00 pm Board bus for trip to the King Library Press, University of Kentucky
1:15 - 5:00 pm At King Library Press you will create the MBS publication for 2010 under 

the direction of James Reid-Cunningham,  President of the Guild of Book 
Workers, and Paul Evans Holbrook, Director of the King Library Press.  You 
will also have the opportunity to visit the University of  Kentucky Art Museum 
where two fine special exhibitions are on display.

5:00 pm Board bus for return to the Hyatt
 Dinner on your own  (many options downtown)
8:00 - 10:00 pm Dessert Reception
 Auction with Father Joe Curran

Sunday, Sept. 5, 2010
7:30 - 9:00 am Hot Buffet Breakfast
9:00 am - 12 noon Book Fair for MBS members only
12 - 1:00 pm Break for lunch - (box lunches available for booksellers only; all others, lunch 

on your own.)  There are several restaurants nearby at all price levels.
1:00 - 4:30 pm Book Fair open to the public
6:00 - 7:00 pm Reception (Cash Bar)
7:00 - 9:00 pm Awards Banquet
 Guest Speaker, James Reid-Cunningham, “Eye, Hand, Tool: The Collision of 

Art, Craft and Conservation in the Contemporary Book.”

Monday, Sept. 6, 2010 (Post-Conclave)
7:30 - 9:00 am Continental Breakfast
9:00 am Board bus for OPTIONAL tour to Larkspur Press
10:15 am Visit  Larkspur Press (Gray Zeitz), Monterey, KY
11:30 am Board bus for trip to Elk Creek Vineyards for lunch (lunch at your own expense)
2:00 pm Board bus for return to Hyatt
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attended the Book Fair with  his family at my invitation.  He examined the miniature books 
and then  autographed commemorative envelopes released in 1980.  I presented  him with a 
miniature photo album on Sergey Pavlovich Korolev,  founder of the Russian space program

Cuban visitors (basically translators and teachers of Russian language)  showed great interest 
in three lectures accompanied by color slides:  “The History of Miniature Books in Russia,” 
“Russian Micro Books,”  and “The Soviet and Russian Astronautics in Miniature Editions.”

In a small show window of a distant pavilion were the rare memorial  objects involved with 
space 30 years ago: Soviet and  Cuban banners  with autographs of astronauts, the special book 
of records, two pieces of  the ground from the Cosmodrome Baikonur, a mini-model of the 
yacht  “Granma,” commemorative coins and medals, and -- most unexpected  for me -- the 
tiny book (52 x 70 mm) José Marti “El Manifiesto de  Montecristi”, Fidel Castro “La Historia 
me absolvera.”  It was printed in  1975 in Havana (Editorial de Ciencias Sociales del Instituto 
Cubano del  Libro).  In early April in Moscow the Russian translator Yuri Girin, who  was 
participating in the Book Fair, presented me with this rare book.

Initial hopes for significant book purchases were not justified.  At the  Book Fair only two 
publishing houses offered tiny books (in Spanish):  Los Libros Mas Pequenos Del Mundo (The 
Smallest Books of the World)  from Lima, Peru, and Bonsai from Buenos Aires, Argentina.

In the center of Havana there were only two antiquarian book shops, in  one of which were ten 
tiny prayer books in bindings of velvet, mother- of-pearl, and bone.  The very expensive price 
($150-500 US) contrasted  sharply with the poor condition of the 20th century books.

There is a book bazaar on the Plaza de Armas (Square of the Weapon).   At my first visit I found 
only three miniature books: Cervantes’ Don  Quixote in two volumes (Madrid, 1947) and the 
Cuban edition.   Unfortunately, I was too late--they had been sold!

There were pleasant surprises.  On of my compatriots living in Havana  found for me the tiny 
book Constitucion de la República de Cuba  (61 x 42 mm), which was published in Havana 
in 1986. 

International Book Fair in Havana      
Yaroslav Kostyuk, Moscow, Russia

In an article printed in the 
MBS Newsletter, Julian 
Edison referred to  me as Our 
Man in Moscow, referencing 
the Graham Greene novel 
Our Man in Havana.  Perhaps 
Julian is prescient and foresaw 
my recent trip  to Havana.

The 19th Havana 
International Book Fair was  
February 11- 21, 2010,  in the 
ancient fortress of San Carlos 
de la Cabaña  (in the eastern 
part of  the capital on the 
shore of the Atlantic Ocean.)  
Russia was the focus of  the 
Fair and about 20 Russian 
writers, poets, publishers, translators and  literary scholars were discussed at round tables.

Russia was allocated three halls, with 30 Russian publishing houses in  attendance.  After the 
Fair all books from the Russian exposition were  given to the José Marti National Library, the 
Library of the Embassy of  the Russian Federation, and the Library of the Church of Our Lady 
of  Kazan (city of Havana).

Some exhibits related to the Jubilee and to commemorative dates (the  50th anniversary of the 
establishment of diplomatic relations between the  USSR and Cuba; 65th year of Victory in 
the Great Domestic War; the  30th anniversary of flight into space of the Soviet-Cuban crew).  
Two  major exhibits were devoted to the works of Leo Tolstoy and Mikhail  Sholokhov.

I prepared four exhibits of miniature books published in the USSR and  the Russian Federation: 
“Books on a military theme--to the 65th anniversary of Victory in the Great Domestic War” 
(29 books published  1970 - 2008); “Chekhov’s works in miniature editions - the 150th  
birthday” (14 books published 1985 - 2002, including The Chameleon  in the world’s smallest 
edition (0.9 x 0.9 mm); “Tolstoy’s works in  miniature editions -- the 100th anniversary of the 
death” (8 books  published 1977 - 2003); “The Soviet and Russian astronautics in  miniature 
editions” (11 books published 1975 - 2007).

The “space” exhibit was devoted to the 30th anniversary of the Soviet- Cuban crew flight aboard 
Soyuz-38 under the program Intercosmos,  held in September 1980.  In addition to books, 
there were book plates  (ex libris) made for Yury Romanenko and Arnaldo Tamayo Méndez, as  
well as badges, postal envelopes, and commemorative medals and coins  devoted to the flight.

The collection of tiny books attracted the attention of Raúl Castro Ruz,  President of the Cuban 
Council of State and of the Council of Ministers  of Cuba.  Cuban cosmonaut A.T. Méndez 

Crowd at the book Fair

Yaroslav and Cuban astronaut Méndez
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Caroline Lindemann 

Caroline Lindemann published 
her first miniature book Miniature 
Finger Paintings by Mary Ann 
Brandt in 2008.  Mary Ann was a 
noted Richmond artist who died  in 
2007.  Caroline stayed in contact with 
widower Paul Brandt who fascinated 
her with his many talents and 
interests.  A retired engineer, he had 
built a 41 foot  ketch in his backyard.  
(He had been a naval officer in the 
Pacific during WWII.) He was also a 
musician who built 11 harpsichords, a 
writer, a poet, and a  philosopher.  

 Needless to say, these two very 
special people fell in love.  They were 
married on May 11, 2010 in the chapel 
of Caroline’s retirement community.  

Unfortunately, Paul’s cancer re-
occurred and he passed away on June 30, 2010. We wish the best to Caroline.

Gabrielle Fox’ World of Small
by Lyall F. Harris

   Whoever said “bigger is better” hadn’t come across the work of Gabrielle 
Fox. Not only her books but her handmade wooden tools—miniature 
plows, presses, sewing frames—conjure a fascinating, magical world. 
One might imagine this world existing in some gnome realm, little hands 

crafting jewel-like creations in the night; upon waking we marvel to discover exquisite hand-
bound books in leather and special papers, some housed in boxes. But the little hands in the 
night do not belong to a gnome; it’s Gabrielle Fox and she works by the light of day.
   On October 27th and 28th, 2009, at The San Francisco Center for the Book in conjunction 
with the annual Guild of BookWorkers’ conference, HBC sponsored Gabrielle Fox’ 
workshop, “Panoramic Miniature and False Floor Box.” Seven lucky women gathered at 

the Center for her 
sixteen-hour class and 
step-by-step learned to 
create a 2 1/2” book 
with fold out boards in 
the front and back and 
an accompanying box 
with an unexpected 
way to remove the 
book. The book and 
box were small, but the 
time to make them was 
comparable to a similar 
endeavor on a larger 
scale. Smaller does not 
mean faster.

   Gabrielle Fox is a Cincinnati native with family ties to England. After graduating from 
the University of Cincinnati with a BA in English Literature with emphasis on Writing, 
she moved to England to attend Guildford College of Technology for two years where 
she earned a Diploma in Fine Binding and Conservation. She then began working in 
conservation in London. She returned briefly to Ohio where she initiated the Conservation 
Lab at the University of Cincinnati. She then returned to England, spending most of the 80s 
in the UK. In 1990, she moved back to Cincinnati where she still holds a part-time position 
at the University. 

Book sample with Gabrielle in the background.

Znidersic Exhibit        

In case you missed Anjelika’s message on the MBS bulletin board:

Hi miniature book lovers around the world.

Martin Znidersic is displaying a large part of his miniature book collection in Ljubljana, 
capital of Slovenia; from October 15 to December 8, 2010. Martin is preparing an exhibi-
ton catalog in Slovenian and English. Ljubljana holds the UNESCO title  World Book 
Capital  from 23 April 2010 and 23 April 2011.

A group of people from the German miniature book society - Freundeskreis Miniaturbuch 
Berlin - will visit Ljubljana from October 15 - 17, 2010. Are any other people interested 
in joining us? Maybe we could have an international miniature book meeting  Any one 
interested in attending please contact me as soon as possible.

Best wishes from Germany,
Angelika Jaeck

Martin has information of his own to add:
This may be the most extensive miniature book exhibit ever. It has examples from 52 coun-
tries. He notes that the South African books had nothing to do with the World Football 
Championship where Slovenia defeated Russia!
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   Gabrielle also began teaching in England; this would become a lifelong endeavor. In fact 
it was one of her early British students who planted the seed for miniature books when she 
sought consultation with Gabrielle about a collection of miniature books the student had. 
The miniature book appeals to Gabrielle for a number of reasons, among these: because she is a 
conservator, she needs to keep her level of precision sharp and working in miniature achieves 
this, this work allows her to experiment with expensive materials such as leather because 
only a small amount is required, and she is keenly interested in the history of miniatures, the 
impetus behind their making and their historical use. Gabrielle is the author of The Essential 
Guide to Making Handmade Books (2000 North Light, reprinted in 2004) and is currently 
working on a guide to making miniature books. As another of her book-related pursuits, she 
is the sole US representative of Australian handmade miniature equipment. 
   An array of miniature books, some in boxes, made out of a variety of materials was spread 
out on Gabrielle’s worktable. The smallest of these was just under one inch: a book on herbs 
housed in a box, complete with hand-sewn endbands. Gabrielle began the workshop with a 
quote from the Trevor Jones article Getting Down to it: Binding a Miniature Book: “There is 
no need to feel that these modest dimensions will stunt your imagination!”
   We began by binding a delicate group of signatures. The content was a collection of haiku 
and other short poems published by Larkspur Press (KY). Gabrielle had created a limited 
edition of these, preprinting and collating the signatures using Kwikprint and colored foil 

on fine Tanai Kozo 
Japanese paper. We 
sewed on fraynot 
fabric tapes with 30/3 
thread. We made a 
liner, hand-rounded 
the 3/16” spine, and 
created a hollow tube 
for the spine. From 
140 lbs watercolor 
paper we cut six 
boards of slightly 
different widths (to 
accommodate the 
multiple, folded 
covers) and glued 
these, along with a 
spine from the same 
watercolor paper, to 

our chosen decorative paper. The strip of decorative cover paper was quite long as this would 
be wrapped back around the boards to create the interior of the covers. But before this step, 
we adhered the text block to the spine. Next, we prepared the tapes and liner with adhesive 
and affixed them to the cover. Then we pasted down the remaining flaps that would cover 
our three boards on the inside, with enough left over to create endpapers.
   We then proceeded to create the box. Here we had the option of using a heavier, 300 lbs 
watercolor paper. The “trick” to this box is a window in the bottom (of any shape) through 
which a finger can fit in order to push the book up and out of the box. Because she is a 
conservator, Gabrielle always has an eye on the best way in the long-term to handle—in this 
case extract—a book. This clever “false floor” solves the problem of having to awkwardly 
get at the book, possibly damaging the binding, nestled in its tiny box. We created a panel 
to place in the interior of the bottom of the box in order to cover the hole; the panel was 
covered with the same decorative paper used throughout, so that from the outside, the hole 
is not as evident and might not be immediately noticed.
   Gabrielle had examples of this box and book where she used differing materials so that, for 
example, different kinds of paper might be featured in one ensemble or tooled leather and 
cloth in another. The long strip that forms the covers and flyleaves were hand painted in yet 
another example of the book we made. She further proposed the idea of using the folding 
interior covers for content, as a preface and addendum to the content in the book. This 
structure is tiny, but the content and decorative possibilities are vast.
   Gabrielle Fox has carved out a place for herself as a conservator, trainer and teacher, and 
authority in the field of miniature books. The seven of us came away from the workshop with 
a 2 3/4 x 2 1/2 x 5/8” bundle, but the experience was exponentially larger.

Resources:
Miniature Books: Their History from the Beginnings to the Present Day, Louis W. Bondy
Miniature Books: 4,000 Years of Tiny Treasures, Anne C. Bromer & Julian I. Edison
The Neale M. Albert Collection of Miniature Designer Bindings, Neale M. Albert
More Making Books by had: Exploring Miniature Books, Alternative Structures and Found 
Objects, Donna & Peter Thomas
The Essential Guide to Making Handmade Books, Gabrielle Fox  www.gabriellefox.com

   Lyall F. Harris won the Hand Bookbinders of California scholarship to attend Gabrielle 
Fox’ workshop. She is a San Francisco-based painter, book artist and writer: www.lyallharris.
com.

Reprinted by permission of the author. This article originally appeared in the Spring, 2010 
issue of “The Gold Leaf,” The journal of the Hand Bookbinders of California.



DESIGNER BINDINGS:   
NEALE ALBERT and DEBORAH EVETTS

Former MBS president Neale Albert, of New York, 
has put together in some dozen years a formidable 
assemblage of miniature designer bindings.  He has 
accomplished this feat by commissioning many of 
the finest hand book binders in the world to create 
bindings of books that he would send to them. His 
only instruction to each was “bind what you think is 
best.”

In 2006 Neale published a catalogue about his 
bindings in conjunction with an exhibition at the 
Grolier Club in New York. Over 250 of these exquisite 
bindings were described and pictured in this elaborate 
catalogue/book. In May of this year (2010), Neale 
made a gift of these bindings to the Grolier Club. 
To hold these books a special cabinet with pullout 
drawers was custom made and installed in the Club’s 
second floor gallery. 

The gift was formally presented to the Club at a reception at which Designer Bookbinder 
Deborah Evetts spoke on “the joys of miniature bindings”.

Deborah is an internationally recognized designer 
bookbinder, originally from England but now living in 
Connecticut. She was a long time Head of Rare Book 
Conservation at the Pierpont Morgan Library in New 
York, and has lectured on all aspects of bookbinding 
and conservation of works on paper in the US and 
abroad. Her bindings are in a number of prominent 
libraries and private collections worldwide.

Deborah’s talk at the Grolier presentation was so 
broad and detailed, accompanied by power-point 
illustrations, that we are including her entire text 
below. Selected illustrations are used to highlight 
some of the details of this fascinating, and perhaps 
unique, explanation of how a miniature book is 
actually bound in leather by hand.

MINIATURE BOOK NEWS

Julian I. Edison, Editor

8 ST. ANDREWS DRIVE  •  ST. LOUIS, MO  •  63124
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SMALL, SMALLER, SMALLEST:  
THE JOYS OF BINDING MINIATURES

The late Louis Bondy, a London antiquarian bookseller and recognized authority on miniature 
books, gives three inches as the cut off height by which to judge whether a book is a miniature or 
not, and I believe this is a generally accepted standard, with some rare exceptions. 

Small books have captivated many bibliophiles, Samuel P. Avery - whose collection was given to 
the Grolier by his son - Arthur A. Houghton Jr., Stanley Marcus, Julia P. Wightman and Julian 
Edison, all Grolier Club members, come to mind. 

Many binders do not enjoy binding miniatures books because of the difficulties in handling that 
they present. The text blocks are rarely to scale – if you imagine an octavo novel printed on 
lightweight card, you will have some appreciation of the difficulties a binder faces when binding 
a very small book printed on overly thick paper. 

Neale Albert does not claim to be a 
bibliophile --  his approach to collecting 
miniature books is very different --   he 
collects miniature bindings as art. In 1997 
while searching for little books to fill the 
shelves in a miniature room, Anne Bromer, 
the Boston antiquarian bookseller, gave him 
a catalogue of 37 small designer bindings that 
she had commissioned. Neale recognized 
the artistry in this form of expression and 
being no stranger to commissioning work 
from artists, he set about assembling a representative collection of small bindings from the 
members of Designer Bookbinders and the Guild of Book Workers. His collection was shown at 
the Grolier Club in the Rare Book Room, in 2006.  (1)

I bound Covered Bridges and Edward Lear’s The Jumblies for Neale. My designs tend to be 
representative, introducing the reader to the text. Covered Bridges - views and description of the 
few covered bridges that have survived in Pennsylvania - is no exception.  The Jumblies, as I’m 
sure you will recall, went to sea in a sieve “With only a beautiful pea-green veil tied with a ribbon 
by way of a sail.” This design is a little more abstract with the repeated use of a binder’s tool to 
represent the sea, a blind mesh - created by pressing plastic screening onto the damp leather - 
reminiscent of the sieve and an onlaid pea green sail.

I published a miniature book in 1990, a collection of Ogden Nash’s animal verses, in an edition 
of fifteen under the imprint of the Copicomp Press. It was typed out on a computer, cut and 
pasted onto 8-1/2 x 11 typing paper and copied onto Faulkner hand made paper using a Ricoh 
copying machine. It is rather successful as far as scale goes but the Digital Deckmate computer 
did not have spell-check, or I forgot to use it, and my appalling spelling and typing are there for 
all to see - luckily it is very rare. It comes in various Thai silk and printed cotton bindings and 
one designer binding. 

1
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Many binders were commissioned by Mel Kavin of California to bind Bernard Middleton’s book 
You Can Judge a Book By Its Covers. From these Mel put together a traveling exhibition. I bound 
two copies of which this is the second version of two very similar designs.  Anne Bromer asked 
me to bind her publication Shall I Fly Shall I Die and again I bound two copies with slight 
variations. I always bind two copies of a miniature just in case anything goes wrong!

This was a lesson learned from John Corderoy, my first teacher, who told me that when he was 
an apprentice he had been part of the team binding the miniature books for Queen Mary’s dolls 
house. All the books had to be bound in full leather - sewn, full gilt, rounded and backed, boards 
laced on, head banded, gold tooling, etc.  The scale was one to twelve and many of the texts were 
original stories written among others by J. M. Barrie, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Thomas Hardy, 
Rudyard Kipling, and Somerset Maugham.  Well as John told it, he was attempting to round and 
back one of these tiny books, holding it in a pair of band nippers, when he loosened his grip just 
enough for it to fly out across the cluttered bindery never to be seen again. Here having a spare 
copy saved the day.

The problem when binding very small books, aside from their size, is the disproportionate size 
of the tools and equipment. Gabrielle Fox, one of the foremost producers of miniature bindings 
here in the USA, sells sets of miniature equipment made by Frank Wiesner of Toowoomba, 
Australia, for $1500. Frank is a fine cabinetmaker and has won many awards for his furniture. 
Gabrielle herself uses a set made for her by Lionel Rose, an English precision engineer and 
musician; unfortunately he is not interested in making any more. His presses have one cheek 
longer than the other so that they can be held in their full sized counterparts. The sewing frame 
can be clamped to the edge of a workbench.

While putting this talk together I decided to have some fun and bind two mini books from 
scratch so that you could see for yourselves some of the lengths to which the binder must go to 
achieve acceptable results. I shall be using a lot of bookbinding terms so please stop me if you 
don’t understand.

Most modern mini bindings have flat spines, are case bound and are either stamped or tooled flat 
before casing-in. These two books of daily texts from the Religious Tract Society, dating from the 
mid 19th century, are properly bound with their boards laced on.  Raking light shows the slight 
lumps where the sewing supports 
are laced through the boards. The 
covers have been stamped, but the 
spines are hand tooled. I decide on a 
hybrid, conventionally rounded and 
backed but then cased rather than 
laced on, and all hand tooled.

A sheet size of 3-1/4 x 2-1/2 was 
folded in half, then slit just over half 
way and folded again. This gave me 
a quarto format measuring 1-5/8 x 
1-1/4.  (2)
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To mark up the sections for sewing I put them 
between cardboards and held them together 
with a small G-clip, then divided up the spine 
for two tape sewing supports. (3 )

The four mm tape, the narrowest I had, 
still seemed too wide. Thin but very strong, 
the mercerized cotton thread covered with 
polyester, was just right and created the perfect 
amount of swell for easy rounding and backing.
Not having a purpose built sewing frame I 
managed without. This is the final kettle stitch. 
(4)

One set of end papers was made by pasting out 
a piece of Japanese paper and sprinkling it with 
gold flakes. A little bee’s wax and a piece of 
buffalo horn gave it a nicely polished surface. 
To prevent the folds sticking together during 
binding waxed paper was laid between them. 
When searching for a marbled paper for the 
second set I found the perfect piece with just 
enough for the two folds, but had to abandon 
it because the paper was much too thick. In the 
end I settled on a photocopy of a Victorian end 
paper and colored in the stars.

With the end papers tipped on they were ready 
to be glued and set aside to dry under weights.  
(5)

For the edge treatment I decided on graphite 
tooled with gold. 

To start with the fore-edges were trimmed 
in the guillotine. This was tricky because the 
guillotine fence would not come close enough 
to the knife to push the book into place, so I 
cut a rectangular block from an old phone 
directory and used that against the back fence 
to push the book into position to trim off 1/8 
of an inch.

Both books were put in the press, between 
boards and sanded. Colored with graphite and 
then gauffered using gold foil and a tiny round 
tool.  (6)

3

4

5

2

6
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Next came rounding and backing. Here the book is 
being set between the backing boards, which are just 
over 4 inches long, before being put into the laying 
press, where the joints were gently knocked over onto 
the boards. (7)

The heads 
and tails 
of one 
book was 
guillotined to a trimmed size of 1-1/2 x 1-3/16 & 
for variety the second to 1-3/8 x 1-3/16.  They were 
then colored and gauffered. Here the edge has just 
been burnished.

Head banding is very difficult on miniature books, 
because the silk must be the thinnest one can 
find and the core material, in this case linen cord, 
extremely fine. The silk catches on everything and 
keeping the tension even, seems almost impossible, 
but with great patience all things are possible. This 
picture of an average 1-1/2” wide headband, sewn 
over cord wrapped with vellum, will give you an idea 
of how tiny these headbands are.  ( 8a & 8b)

I lined between the tapes and then all along with 

Japanese paper, 
to smooth out 
the surface of the 
spine. After it had 
dried a light sand-
ing smoothed it a 
little more.  ( 9)

The edges of 
the boards were 
sanded and the tips of the corner too, this softens the 

sharp edges. 
Then the corners next to the spine were trimmed. 
We call this back cornering and it is to accommodate 
the leather when it is turned in over the edges of the 
boards.  ( 10)

Leather was cut in one piece for both books because it 
would be easier to work on a larger piece during the 
initial paring.   (11)

7

8a

8b

9 10

11
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First it was edged all round, then put through a hand paring machine before being cut to size and 

further hand pared all round the edges where it would turn in.   ( 12a & 12b)

The grain of leather is flattened out during paring, so to bring 
the grain up again the leather is dampened and “boarded”. 
Boarding is the 
name for rolling 
leather back and 
forth with the 
surface together 
while pressing on 
the fold with the 
palm of the hand 
or as in this, case 
with the fingers. 

This evens out and brings up the grain again.
Covering comes 
next. The pasted 
out leather is 
wrapped round 
the book, then 
with the boards 
in place the back 
strip can be centered     (13 ) Next the corners are sliced off on 
the bevel, the top and bottom edges turned in and the corners 

formed.   (14a & 14b)  Before placing the book in the 
new cover the turn in leather at the head and tail of the 
spine is pulled out a little,   (15 )  so that, with the book 
is in place, the head cap can be formed  (16)  before the 
bijou tome is put to dry under a weight. 
When dry the turn-ins are trimmed out evenly and a 
filler is adhered to level off the inside of the board. 

Designing for miniature books requires particular 
attention to scale, and a careful choice of tools. I drew 

12a 12b

13
14a

14b

15

16



mbs newsletter July 2010  |  19

up an abstract design for the first 
book and a traditional one for the 
second.

The onlaid dots were punched out of 
very thin leather, pasted out on a piece 
of Mylar, positioned with a needle 
and pressed into place with a bone 
folder through paper. When I got this 
far I decided it needed some gold to 
enliven the design.   (17a & 17b)
 
The traditional design required 
a diaper of a tiny diamond tool 
with gold line round the edge and 
onlays in the corners and across 
the spine. This is a platform with 
sliding sides intended to hold a very 
small book while tooling, but it was 
much too small for my books. So I 
just held onto them with my finger 
and thumb. I prefer the French 
shellac glaire, Fixor, because it can 
be tooled from one hour to years 
after it has been applied, unlike the 
traditional egg white glare. Here 
the gold is laid on and pressed down leaving a nice clear impression showing through the gold. 
Finally the endpapers were put down and I could admire my work.  (18)

Miniature bindings, like regular bindings, come in a great variety of shapes, sizes and designs as 
Neale’s collection demonstrates and what fun they all are!  

(Taken from a speech by Deborah Evetts.)

17a

17b

18
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Luce Thurkow reports that the auctioneer 
in Haarlem has a number of bids from the 
USA on materials in Jan Janssen collection 
of miniature materials. He did not have any 
details, but was pleased that MBS members 
had shown interest.  

Texas Activities 
Staff of the Rare Book Room at the Denton 
Campus of the University  of North Texas 
Libraries publishes a newsletter called “Books 
&  Friends.”  The issue, Vol. 24, No. 1, 2010, 
contained an article on their  miniature book 
collection, including recent acquisitions.  
Among those  are gifts from Peter and Donna 
Thomas and from Julian Edison.  

There are tentative plans for an exhibit of 
miniatures with materials from the Miniature 
Book Society for Spring 2011. Their 
digitizing activities continue with the MBS 
Newsletter, the Miniature Book  News, 
the annual MBS Competition catalog, 
expanding their current  website on miniature 
books, and a planned website on World War 
II Nazi propaganda “button books,”  

Microbibliophile to Return 
Jon Mayo and Jim Brogan are planning 
to restart Microbibliophile    They plan 
retain all the best features of the former 
magazine. Great news for fans and especially 
former subscribers since they  would  like to 
complete any unfulfilled subscriptions.  The 
last  published issue was April 2006.  

 You can let Jim know how many issues you 
are owed at  jbrogan1@verizon.net .  Use the 
same email address if you are  interested in 
becoming a new subscriber and they will keep 
you  informed of progress on their work.  

Palkovic Book to Baku 
Mark Palkovic’s The First Published Account of 
the Wright Brothers Flight (by A.I.  Root) was 
featured in a contemporary art exhibit,  “Art in 
Small Packages: Miniature Artists Books from 
America,”  organized by the U.S. Embassy in Baku, 
Azerbaijan.  The book is  now on permanent display 
in Baku’s Miniature Book Museum. You can read 
the article about the book (complete with video) 
at http://www.uc.edu/News/NR.aspx?id=11627  

New Supplier 
Pat Pistner noted a new supplier for book binding 
tools, including some for miniature work. (I was 
quite taken with the bone folder in ebony carved 
to look like a raven’s head.) Check it out at http://
www.etsy.com/shop/randyarnold  

Albert Designer Binding Exhibit 
The Neale M. Albert collection of designer bound 
miniature Shakespeare books–Brush Up Your 
Shakespeare–will be on  display at the Headley-
Whitney Museum in Lexington, KY,  August 15 
through October 31.  

New Themed Guest House 
First we have The Library B&B in Ann Arbor, 
MI, and now Ellen  Wiener has opened an old 
fashioned house aimed at writers, readers, artists 
and academics on the North Fork of Long Island, 
NY. This is an encouraging trend for those who are 
not fond of huge hotels.   Check  www.theinkhotel.
com

Williams Exhibit in Minneapolis
Form+Content Gallery will present Jody Williams’ 
“Small Orders,” an exhibition of artist’s books, 
prints, and specimen boxes, September 23 – 
October 30, 2010. The work focuses on the natural 
world and its small inhabitants.

  

 OTHER NEWS  
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CHANGEABOUTS
New Member:
Bill & Lynda Conway
5383 Library Road
Bethel Park PA  15102
412 833-6985 (h)
conway1091@verizon.net

Frank Mt Pleasant Library 
of Special Collections & 
Archives

Chapman University
One University Drive
Orange CA  92866
714 532-7711 (o)
rboyd@chapman.edu

Ellen Golla
P O Box 864
Trinidad CA  95570
707 677-1676 (o)
ellen@paperchipmunk.com

John Howell
5205-1/2 Village Green
Los Angeles CA  90016-5207
323 296-2725 (h)
310 367-9720 (cell)
kjrHowell@mac.com
www.alibris.com/stores/

jnhowell
John Howell for Books

Kikuko Maeyama
15-01 Jordan Court
Bayside NY  11360
718 352-8858 (h)
917 367-9415 (o)
Kikko.maeyama@gmail.com

Sabina U. Nies
1086 Beswick Way
Ashland OR  97520
541 282-4370 (h)
SUN@SUNbookarts.com
www.SUNbookarts.com
SUN Book Arts

Barbara Korbel
1522 S Oak Park
Berwyn IL 60402
708 484-3902 (h)
312 255-3667 (w)
korbelb@newberry.org

Ellen Novinsky
19 Winchester Street Apt 

605   
Brookline MA  02446
617 277-9202 (h)
ellnnov@aol.com

Renewed Member:

Susan M. Callan
8065 West Port Madison
Bainbridge Island WA  

98110
206 842-4547 (h)
smcallan@yesmagazine.org

Lani Kowal
1410-16 Harrison Garden 

Blvd
Toronto ON  M2N 7J6
CANADA
416 218-8881 (h)
lani_kowal@sympatico.ca

Vladimir Markov
Lenina Street, 9  Apt 8
Dubna, Moscow Region  

141983
RUSSIA
+7 496 21 537 11 (h)
+7 916 243 1436 (cell)
ekunchenko@mail.ru
Dubna Phoenix

Mary Maynor
709 Golfcrest Drive
San Antonio TX  78239-

2623
210 650-5510 (h)
210 358-1486 (o)
210 823-2524 (cell)
mmaynor@swbell.net

Lisa Ohmer
European Papers, Ltd.
539 East Town Street (Rear)
Columbus OH 43215
614 316-3948 (h & o & c)
lohmer@europeanpapers.

com
European Papers, Ltd.
Columbus Center for Paper 

& Book Arts

Web Page Changeabouts:

Tony Firman
www.

TonyFirmanbookbinding.
com

Address Changeabouts:

David L. Donaldson
P O Box 771260
Memphis TN  38177-1260
 
Audrey Fatula
1815 John F. Kennedy Blvd.
Philadelphia PA  19103

Kelly Houle
P O Box 20253 
Fountain Hills AZ  85269
kelly.m.houle@gmail.com                

Email Changeabouts:

Karen Nyman
karennyman2@cox.net

Susan Dawson Smith
smithsparker@comcast.net

Telephone changeabouts:

Eileen Cummings
619 417-3113 (cell)

David L. Donaldson
901 680-8141 (h)
901 412-8991 (cell)
 

In Memorium

Robert Boyd Burroughs, a member from 1987 to 2007, 
died March 23, 2010, in Tucson, AZ. Born August 21, 
1925 in Hutchinson, KS, he graduated from California 
State Polytechnic College in San Luis Obispo, CA, with 
a degree in Dairy Manufacturing.   After serving in the 
Marine Corps, Burroughs worked management positions 
in international corporations which allowed him to 
indulge his collecting passions in such varied countries as 
Turkey, Morocco, Vietnam, and Japan.

Stephen Harris Cape, a member from 1997 to 2009, 
died April 15, 2010. Born Nov. 11, 1953, in Springfield, 
IL, Stephen received his bachelor’s degree from Illinois 
Wesleyan University and two master’s degrees from 
Indiana University. He was a cataloger of rare books and 
special collections at Lilly Library at Indiana University. 
Stephen co-chaired Conclave XIX with Paul Brown in 
Indianapolis.  He also curated the 4000 Years of Miniature 
Books exhibit at the Lilly Library.

J. Hill Hamon, professor of Biological Sciences at 
Transylvania University, Lexington, KY, died May 
8, 2010. A Navy fighter pilot, he later received his 
Master’s at the University of Kentucky and PhD at 
the University of Florida in avian paleontology.   He 
became nationally known for his Whippoorwill Press 
with works distinguished for their graphic design and 
perfect execution.   Miniatures included Beethoven’s The 
Heiligenstadt Testament and Benjamin Franklin’s The 
Ephemera.

Bruce Crossan Ogilvie, June 21, 1915 - May 11, 2010.  
His degrees in Geography translated into cartography 
work with the OSS during WWII.   Ogilvie taught at a 
number of universities before joining Rand McNally 
where he was known as “The Geographer,” responsible for 
the production of thousands of atlases, maps, and globes.  
His Chanticleer Press printed five miniature books, 
including The Heart Shaped World Map and A Litter of 
Picknickers.

BRIEF NOTES  

 New Catalogs  

 Miniature Books for 
Sale #25, May, 2010.  
Karen Nyman, San Diego, 
CA.  (Online)  

 Miniature Books. 
Bradbury Miniature 
Books Catalog #53, 
June, 2010. Brooklyn, N.Y.   

 Conclave 
Reminders  

Auction items by Aug. 5 
to Jan Becker    
1700 Dix Road   
Middletown, OH  45042
janmbecker@hotmail.com   
613-422-5956  

Silent Auction items 
by Aug. 25 to    
Karen Nyman    
702 Rosecrans Street    
San Diego, CA  92106    
karennyman2@cox.net   
619-226-4441 (home & 
fax)   619-225-8585 (office)  

Keepsakes by Aug. 25 to   
Kathleen Bryson    
209 Catalpa Drive   
Lexington, KY  40502   
kbryson@insightbb.com   
859-269-2142  
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Miniature Book Society Newsletter
A publication of the Miniature Book Society Inc. Number 84

Issued in March,  July,  November.  Items for 
publication, including advertising material should be 
sent to the Editor.  Publication deadlines are: February 
1,  June 1, October 1.  Payment for advertising should 
be made to Miniature Book Society Inc. and sent to the 
Treasurer.

The Miniature Book Society is an international non-
profit organization founded in 1983 and chartered 
by the state of Ohio, USA.  Its purposes are to sustain 
interest in all aspects of miniature books;to provide 
a forum for the exchange of ideas; to serve as a 
clearinghouse for information about miniature books.

Website:  www.mbs.org
Toll-free phone (USA & Canada):
1-877-MBS-1983

Board of Governors for 2009-2011
President: Mark Palkovic
Vice-President: Stephen Byrne
Secretary: Edward Hoyenski
Treasurer: Karen Nyman
Past President: Julian Edison

Members at-large: 
Christina Amato
Kathy King
Joan Knoertzer
Karen E. Roehr
     
Membership in the Society is open to all interested 
individuals, organizations and institutions Membership 
dues in United States dollars: $40.00 individual/couple 
for USA members, $45.00 individual/couple for 
Canadian members; $55.00 individual/couple outside 
North America.  Corporate membership: $50.00 
(USA), $55.00 (Canada), $65.00 (outside North 
America.

Advertising Rates
Full Page 4.5 x 7.5" $100.00
Half Page 4.5 x 3.75" $50.00
Quarter Page 2.25 x 3.75" $30.00

Send ads to:
Joan Boring

3204 Wildwood Rd.
Middletown, OH 45042
joan_boring@yahoo.com

Mail payments for ads (in $ US dollars)  
(paypal address minibook@cox.net) to:

Karen Nyman
702 Rosecrans Street

San Diego, CA 92106-3013 

Membership inquiries and dues payments:
Karen Nyman, Treasurer
702 Rosecrans Street
San Diego, CA  92106-3013
619-226-4441  (h)
619-225-8585  (o)
619-226-4441  (f )
karennyman@cox.net
Mail payments for ads
(in $ US dollars) (paypal address
minibook@cox.net )

Newsletter Editor:
Joan Boring
3204 Wildwood Road
Middletown, OH  45042
(513) 594-7395
joan_boring@yahoo.com           

Miniature Book News Editor 
Julian Edison 
8 St. Andrews Drive 
St. Louis MO  63124 
(314) 567-3533 
jiestl@mac.com

Manuscripts, letters and news items are welcomed and 
are subject to editing due to space and style limitations.  
Preferably submissions should be made electronically, by 
e-mail or disk. Attachments on Microsoft Word would 
be preferred.  Articles in the Newsletter do not necessarily 
express the views of the Board or of the Editor.

Deadline for the next issue: September 1, 2010.

Printed by Alliance Printing & Mailing Services 
Middletown, OH

Continued from inside front cover:
Book samples on display at the Gabrielle Fox workshop

“Panoramic Miniature and False Floor Box”

Beginning work:

Text block

Text block 
& boards

Equipment:

Miniature 
equipment with 
book

Miniature plow

Boards with decorative paper Demo of inside flap

Box making

A brief 
moment of 
relaxation



Plum Park Press publishes 
classic books in miniature formats – 
perfectly readable, and 
using color, maps, and 
fold-out diagrams 
as appropriate. 
The books are 
limited editions, of archival quality, 
and hand-bound in various appropriate 
bindings.

Moon Pear 
Publishing offers 
original mystery and 
adventure fiction for 
readers of all ages. 
The books are simple 
paperbacks, but in a miniature format.

For details, please see our website at 
www.TonyFirmanBookbinding.com.

As it looks filled

Beginning to fill our 

MBS Traveling display case


