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President’s Report to MBS  
  
 I am proud have been elected the new President of 
the Miniature Book Society, and humbled to follow in the 
footsteps of Julian Edison and the other past Presidents, all 
luminaries in the miniature book world. I want to thank 
everyone who made Conclave XXVI in San Diego such a 
success under the capable direction of conclave host Karen 
Nyman. Those in attendance enjoyed not only beautiful 
weather, but also Yachtfest, held the same weekend. Right 
outside my hotel room door were vendor’s exhibits that 
included a small airplane and a pair of full-size Maserati 
automobiles. (My entire collection of miniature books could 
easily fit in the trunk of one of these cars!) Added to that was the view of San Diego Bay 
and luxurious yachts, one of which had its own helicopter! Members who arrived early 
were treated to a gracious reception at Karen Nyman’s home nearby on a hillside facing 
San Diego Bay and the Conclave hotel. All miniature book enthusiasts had a great time 
at Conclave XXVI. If you were not able to attend, you were missed—and missed out on 
a great experience.
 Next year’s Conclave XXVII will be held near Princeton University at the Wyndham 
Princeton Forrestal Hotel and Conference Center in Plainsboro, New Jersey. Conclave 
host Jim Brogan is planning a wonderful meeting which will take place the weekend 
before Labor Day on August 27-31, 2009. Mark your calendar and plan to join us!
 In addition to me as President, other new board members are Edward Hoyenski as 
Secretary, Karen Nyman as Treasurer and Membership Chair, and Kathy King and Joan 
Knoertzer as members-at-large. Continuing members of the Board are Vice President 
Peter Thomas and Kimberly Molitor and Jill Timm as members-at-large. Julian Edison 
as Past President rounds out the Board membership. I look forward to working with 
them and to serving you as we revel in the joy of miniature books!
 Mark Palkovic

Tom, Mary and Paul Devenyi

Patricia Sweet

Donna Thomas and Anna Morrison

Nancy Kiraly

Rev. Joseph Curran and Kathy King

See story starting on 
page 4 for more photos 

& information on 
Conclave 2008!

Jeanne Goessling and Robert Orndorff

Jan Becker, Pat Pistner and Amanda Molitor

Michael Garbett’s infamous tie

C O N
C L AV E
2 0 0 8

We eat…and chat
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Notes from the Conclave… (continued)

Friday, Sept. 12

A Polynesian 
Luau buffet 
dinner 
brought 
out some 
appropriate 
outfits and a 
few serious 
revelers.

The Distinguished Book Competition had three 
freshman winners:  
Stephen Byrne for Haiku, Kelly M. Houle for Poem of 
the Gifts, and Camille Ann Riner for Wind Running.  
These wonderful works will be seen in our traveling 
exhibit. Pictures of these books can be seen on the cover 
of this issue. The background picture of the bird of paradise 
is simply because they appeared in masses all over San Diego.

Editor’s Note
 Again with the changes!  The Conclave was such a delight that the Board accepted 
the idea of shifting printing times by one month so that the meeting could be adequately 
covered—thus this issue comes in November.  (This is a moot point for 2009, but we 
won’t shift again.) It was grand seeing old members and meeting new ones.  Hopefully 
the economy will settle down by next year so that more people will have an opportunity 
to come, meet other members, and to be enticed by dealers’ and publishers’ wonderful 
offerings.
 Julian is taking respite from the Miniature Book News.   Between hosting last year’s 
Conclave and publishing Miniature Books: 4000 Years of Tiny Treasures with Anne 
Bromer, he deserves a break and our thanks.
 Joan Boring

Kim Molitor Donna Thomas
Michael Garbett and Neale Albert

Stephen Byrne with his 
Distinguished Book Award

Peter Thomas serenades the 
Luau attendees

Edward HoyenskiJoan Duggan and Eileen Cummings

The traditional “New Attendees” photo

Jarmilla and Jan Sobota
Glen Dawson, Caroline Lindemann,  

Karen Dawson Ganske

Notes from the Conclave…

Thursday, Sept. 11

Early attendees were able to visit Karen Nyman’s wonderfully situated home for a 
wine & cheese get-together as well as dinner at the San Diego Yacht Club (the first 
club of many in the area).

GBW-CBBAG  Joint Meeting

 The Guild of Book Workers (GBW) held its annual meeting, “Excellence in Hand 
Bookbinding” in Toronto, Oct. 16-18.  This was a joint meeting with the Canadian 
Bookbinders and Book Artists Guild (CBBAG), which was celebrating its 25th 
anniversary.  The  majority of the nearly 200 registrants were from the U.S.  Along with 
seminars and field trips, a book fair and auction, a number of vendors offered bookbinding 
materials, paper and tools.  Mary Devenyi represented miniature books by exhibiting 
several of her works.
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Notes from the Conclave… (continued)

Saturday, Sept. 13

Membership is down to 297 
(including 29 new people).  Last year 
we had 325.  Time to recruit!

Mark Palkovic will serve one year as 
President, then the bylaws require that 
we vote again.  (He is filling out Julian 
Edison’s term.)  Eileen Cummings 
and Janet King are leaving the Board.  
(Members-at-Large serve 3 years.)

A committee of Peter Thomas, Edward Hoyenski, and Joan Knoetzer is looking 
into lighter and sturdier cases for the MBS traveling exhibit.  There has been a great 
deal of damage over the years to both the cases and the contents.

Our group is joining with FABS (Fellowship of American Bibliophilic Societies), 
which has 8,000 members.  Check them out at http://www.fabsbooks.org  .

Edward Hoyenski proposed digitizing all issues of 
the MBS Newsletter and Julian Edison’s Miniature 
Book News.

The public will be able to attend the morning 
opening of the Book Fair. Feedback from 
booksellers will determine whether this is a 
worthwhile approach for the future.

The host for the 2009 Conclave in Princeton, 
NJ, is Jim Brogan, who produces our member 
handbook as well as organizing the traveling 
exhibit schedule.  The meeting will be August 
27-31, with a possible tour of Cotsen Children’s 
Library.  Jim is asking for ideas on workshops 
and presentations.  Contact him at  Jbrogan1@
verizon.net. 

Peter Thomas will be in charge of arranging 
future Conclaves.

Notes from the Conclave… (continued)
This year’s workshops were exceptionally informative; detailed notes follow.

Caroline Lindemann on her system for Collecting and Cataloging:

 Caroline recommended standard reference books on miniatures (Adomeit, 
Bondy, Bradbury, Brommer/Edison) as well as specialized items like The Neale M. 
Albert Collection of Miniature Designer Bindings. She collects eclectically, including 
miniature ephemera, which she keeps in mylar sleeves in a 3-ring binder, with chap 
books and flat items in sleeves.  Advises keeping everything related to collecting, 
especially receipts.
 Books are kept on acid-free mat board in an area with tinted windows to 
protect them from light.  U.S. books are shelved by publisher, foreign books by 
country.  
 Dealers can be great teachers, as can publishers.  Ask questions and pay bills 
promptly—you want maintain good relationships.
 The main part of Caroline’s collection, about 14,000 items, has been given to 
Special Collections at the University of Virginia.  Caroline noted that when you 
donate anything, you pay for the appraisal. 

Margit Smith on Preservation and Jane Bentley on Cataloging:
 Margit briefly covered what is common sense in protecting books: avoid 
direct sunlight, turn lights off, maintain a 65-72F temperature, do not store near 
waterpipes, keep area well ventilated.
 Then she moved on to some of the unexpected: avoid glass fronted, locked 
bookcases!  No matter how great such cases look, books need air circulation to 
prevent mold.  Handling no-no’s include Post-It notes, rubber bands or tape, and 
no ink pens in the vicinity.  Use acid free paper for book marks.  Use plastic baggies 
or bubble wrap for only brief periods.
 If you do have to deal with mold:  Inactive (the grey-powdery version), brush 
or wipe off with Wall Brite, a smoke/soot eraser which can be washed; Active (the 
squishy version), use well wrung-out soft cloth with 50:50 mixture of water and 

Brigitte Silvain and Muriel Underwood

Hope Edison

Jim Brogan, 2009 Conclave Host
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alcohol on the cover. Test an inconspicuous area first.  Make a list of treated books 
for further monitoring.
 Avoiding pests requires extreme cleanliness and air circulation.  Do not 
use poisons.  Silverfish are almost unavoidable, but can be dealt with by Dekko 
Silverfish Paks (borax).  Beer makers can spread hops on the shelves behind the 
books, but take care, as hops can be poisonous to some dog breeds.
 Two final tips:   
an art gum eraser will 
brighten gilt edges—just 
be sure to erase away 
from the head.  For 
bent down page corners 
dampen a Q-Tip with 
saliva and iron with a bone.

Jane Bentley offered a short introduction to LibraryThing and then went into 
detail about the more sophisticated Surpass Software which stores everything on 
your hard drive.  The system is designed for individual libraries, with a version 
that deals with fewer than 5000 volumes and another that will go up to a million 
volumes.  Non-librarians will appreciate the fact that it does not require learning 
how to do MARC records.
  
Yvonne Perez-Collins on Calligraphy for Non-Calligraphers
 Yvonne provided a hands-on 
workshop that let people trace 
over a printed phrase that started 
out about the size of kindergarten 
printing and gradually decreased 
to a minuscule size.  She explained 
it as building muscle memory.  
Sounds improbable but it actually 
worked for delighted attendees.
 Yvonne recommended starting 
out with a non-permanent ink, as 
it will not damage pen nibs.  Chinese and Japanese inks that are permanent have an 
ingredient that will attack the metal if it dries on the pen.  There are now numerous 
pens and colors of ink available that let you do very fine work.  To use brushes mix 
watercolors or gouache paints with distilled water to a light creamy consistency.
 Beginners need a very smooth paper.  Feel both sides--one will be smoother.

Kelly Houle on Her Anamorphic Art Work
 Kelly introduced her clever 
innovation—the first miniature book 
to contain an anamorphic picture.  
Such art was popular in the 16th 
century when artists would create 
a distorted picture which could be 
viewed by placing a polished cylinder 
on a specific point to see the true picture. Kelly has adapted this to book form by 
using a silvered Mylar sheet with a pull tab that lets the reader create a cylinder that 
reflects her picture.  
 In the Distinguished Book Award winner, 
Poem of the Gifts, the picture that appears is that 
of the author Jorge Luis Borges.  90% of the 
profits from the sale of this book will be donated 
to John Wood’s Room to Read program to 
create school libraries in underdeveloped 
countries.
 A background in math and science helped Kelly in her work, which has grown 
out of her work on full size portraits and has been extended to other miniatures 
and to a children’s book called Gracie’s Gallery.

Auction Information
The “Old Mexican Fiesta” buffet was 
accompanied by the Silent Auction which 
created some lively competition.  The sales 
prices were:
Utopia, etc.  $70; English Verse (Burns)  $40; 
Bryce’s English Dictionary $50;  
3 original anamorphic miniature drawings 
by Kelly Houle—Shakespeare  $125 – Ralph 
Waldo Emerson  $80 – Mad Hatter  $110; 
New Testament  $50; Christmas (Welch)  
$65; Norah Awakened (Ibsen) $40;  
Somebody’s Mother (Brine)  $45; Frithiof ’s 
Saga  $75; Malvern Story  (Kellett) $100.

The regular auction had its own moments.  An election year apparently triggers 
excitement as a pair of books by Msgr. Francis J. Weber went for $300.  (Earl 
Warren, a Personal Memoir and Wendell Willkie, a Personal Memoir.)   
A second Weber pair (John Paul the Great and The Space Needle) went for $54.

Notes from the Conclave… (continued) Notes from the Conclave… (continued)

Calligraphy with Janet and Kathy King

<- Reflecting Cylinder

Jill Timm, Jan Kellett, and Twyla Racz enjoying the Conclave

Jill Timm and Jan Kellett with Tom and Paul 
Devenyi and Eileen Cummings in the background
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Individual items that did well included:
Andrusko, Karoly–Francois Villon.  $34.
DeMaupassant, Guy–False Gems.  $35.
Edison, Julian I.–A Miniature Lesson in 

the History of the Book.  $55.
Egyptian Koran.–$39.
Lindemann, Caroline Y.–Many Littles 

Make a Much.  $38.
Moore, Clement.–The Night Before 

Christmas.  $35.
Selmer, Doris & Jerome.–First Museum 

of Los Angeles.  $30.
Sperry, Baxter–Western Engravers and 

Artists of the 19th Century.  $40.

There were a large number of collections of catalogs and ephemera that helped 
boost the final tally, with auctioneer Father Curran encouraging bidders.

Sunday, Sept. 14

The Book Fair proved 
quite popular.  Many dealers 
reported doing better sales 
than usual.   

Notes from the Conclave… (continued) Notes from the Conclave… (continued)

The presentation of awards started with a thank-you gift to Conclave host Karen 
Nyman—a mini-calligraphy created by Amanda Molitor.

Jan Kellett presented the Norman W. Forgue award to Frank J. Anderson in 
absentia.

The Anderson-Yarnell Award 
went to Philip and Anna 
Morrison for all their efforts on 
behalf of the Society.

Helen and Ian MacDonald sent 
their regards from Scotland 
via Stephen Byrne and Julian 
Edison presented the Glasgow 
Cup to Neale Albert for his 
work as President and long 
standing supporter of the 
activities of the Society.

Jan Sobota checks out the Beaux Art display

Karen Nyman and sister Tina Auclair

De Walden Press display

Msgr. Francis Weber
Kelly M. Houle, winner of a Distinguished Book Award 

for Poem of the Gifts

Philip and Anna Morrison receiving the  
Anderson-Yarnell Award from Jan Kellett

Marian Byrne of The Final Score
Jim Brogan and Eileen Cummings

Angelka Jaeck
I, Robot on the Sobota display

Lynne Kelly enjoying the auction
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Michael Garbett was 
the after dinner speaker, 
wearing a glaring blue/
red/green/and white 
striped tie (see photo 
on inside front cover) 
that he claimed came 
from Highgrove, Prince 
Charles’ home.  He discussed forgeries in general and in miniature. He even 
suggested topics for a workshop on miniature forgery, including items like the Book 
of Hours coated with venom that killed John of Bavaria (offer a warning with your 
fake).  Other ideas included creating Civil War poems bound in horsehide, Carnet 
de Bal (the ones in best shape never had dance partners names in them, but you 
could do one for a ball before the Battle of Waterloo and include names of men 
who had died in the battle), or do the ever popular Sumerian cuneiform tablet 
signed by Nebechanezzer, King of the World!

And finally, thanks to Karen Nyman’s astute business sense, the Society 
actually cleared over $2800 on this Conclave!

Notes from the Conclave… (continued)

The MBS Exhibit at Island Palms on Shelter Island, San Diego, California.   
The Exhibit will be in Panama City Library, Florida, until Jan. 15, 2009.

Nolene and Mark Showalter take in the speech with Yvonne Perez-Collins

Mon. Sept. 15  Post-Conclave Excursion  

 Those who stayed over were able to take the bus tour to La Jolla to USCD’ s Geisel 
Library with a display of its miniature books, supplemented by the the collection of 
the William Andrews Clark Memorial Library at UCLA.  (Michael Garbett pointed 
out a Jeremiah Rich forgery—at this point very collectible.)  The Geisel has Dr. Suess 
materials displayed in a major portion of one floor of the building with the display of 
miniature books in the hallway leading to that section.
 On to the Athenaeum, a membership library with a collection of over 1500 artist’s 
books.  A goodly number of the Society’s members were represented in the collection.  
One odd item that got a lot of attention was a vending machine that dispensed tiny 
books in plastic containers.

Left: 
   David St. Onge
   Glen Dawson

2nd Row: 
   Richard Child
   Maryline Poole Adams
   Hubert Silvain

Bottom Row:   
   Lynne Kelly & Dr. Suess
   Members view the  
   miniature books



14  |  mbs newsletter november 2008 mbs newsletter november 2008  |  15

2008 San Diego Conclave
Karen Nyman Thanks her Helpers 

 When I volunteered to host the 2008 Conclave in San Diego, Julian Edison kindly 
agreed to let me budget it as a “no-profit event”.  I spent as little money as possible 
but put in a lot of time planning and coordinating.  I am pleased to announce that the 
Conclave was profitable after all – we netted over $2,850! 
 Although I did not have a co-host, I had an enormous amount of help from 
MBS members, many of them quite new to our organization.  Several made generous 
contributions of books and gift baskets, helping me to keep my costs low.  Many more 
contributed their ideas, opinions, expertise and a lot of time.   My sincerest thanks to:  
Neale Albert, Julian Edison, Paula Nelson, Tina Auclair, Barbara Williamson, Angelika 
Jaeck, Peter and Donna Thomas, Eileen Cummings, Pat Pistner, Michael Garbett, 
Father Joe Curran, Stephen Byrne, Jana Mar, Jim Lorson, Bob Massmann, Caroline 
Lindemann, Yvonne Perez-Collins, Kelly Houle, Kathy King, Janet King, Edward 
Hoyenski, Jill Timm, Lynne Kelly, Joan Boring, Gary Miller and Jan Becker. 
 Thanks also to the 81 members who made this the best-attended conclave in at 
least 6 years. I appreciate the effort it took to break away from your busy schedules and 
fly all the way to San Diego.  Hosting the conclave was so much fun for me that I’m 
woefully sorry it’s over…I miss it!  I’m already looking forward to next year’s gathering 
in Princeton, New Jersey, and wish host Jim Brogan much success.

Karen Nyman

Miniature Book Display as Publicity for MBS
 
Kathy and Janet King set up an attractive display 
of their miniature books at the Delaware County 
Library in Delaware, Ohio, during July.  They 
displayed articles on MBS and on antiquarian 
books and showed various types and sizes of new 
miniature books and keepsakes in the glass case 
provided by the library.

Pamphlets with the web site were 
made available to anyone interested 
in MBS.

The library staff commented that the 
display was well received and Janet 
and Kathy urge other members to 
display their miniatures to promote 
the Society.

Ed. note:  This is a wonderful idea for 
promotion.  Our traveling exhibit always 
draws attention, but it can only be at one 
library at any time.  This is a splendid way 
to introduce miniatures to the reading 
public.

One of a Kind Designer Bindings 

 Mary Devenyi (Beaux Art Publishing in Toronto) is moving into the field of 
one-of-a-kind designer bindings using the texts of her previous books.  She plans to 
introduce these at the MBS Book Fair in Princeton in August of 2009.   
 This brings up the question of how many of our members do one-of-kind bindings 
and especially how many do them by commission?  I sometimes get a request for 
someone willing to do bindings, but I know only a few specific binders and would like 
to compile a list of who is available to do what. 

What I need to know is: 
•  Do you accept commission work for binding? 
•  Miniatures only, or any size? 
•  Do you limit your work to one-of-a-kind, or are you willing to take on larger jobs?

With this information at hand, I can easily let people know who to contact in their 
area—so thank you in advance for responses.
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Publishers at the Conclave

Achille J. St. Onge   
 (David & Anne St. Onge)

Angel Press Berlin   (Angelika Jaeck)
Beaux Art Publishing    

(Paul & Mary Devenyi)
Bo Press   (Patricia Sweet)
Book of Kell’s   (Kelly Houle)
Childs Miniature Book Company   

(Richard Childs)
Cyclone Books    (Caroline Lindemann)
Dawson’s Book Shop   

 (Glen Dawson & Karen Ganske)
De Walden Press   ( Jan Kellett)
EC Press   (Eileen Cummings
Edition du Capricorne   (Anick Butre)
El Camino Real Press    

(Monsignor Francis J. Weber)
Envisionit   (Yvonne Perez-Collins)
The Final Score   (Stephen Byrne)
Flying Pig Press   (Mark Palkovic)
Gray Goose Press   ( Jeanne Goessling)
Good Book Press    

(Peter & Donna Thomas)
Grace Press   ( Julie Tomsett)

Hubert Silvain  
Iron Bear Press   (Gary & Kathy Miller)
Jan and Jarmila Sobota
Julian I. Edison   
Junipero Serra Press    

(Monsignor Francis J. Weber)
Kater-Crafts Bookbinders   

( Judith Howard)
Kelden Press   (Lynne Kelly)
Kurbel Books   (Rev. Joseph L. Curran)
Lorson’s Books and Prints    

( James Lorson)
Mar Michel Press  (Michele Crahan)
Miniature Book Society
Miscellaneous Graphics   

 (Muriel Underwood)
Mystical Places Press   ( Jill Timm)
Peter & Donna Thomas
Piccolo Press   (Neale Albert)
Poole Press   (Maryline Poole Adams)
Shoestring Press    

(Philip & Anna Morrison)
Vladimir Ilyin   (Vladimir Ilyin)

MINIATURE BOOKS ON GRAPES AND WINE, cont.
by Gail Unzelman

 The year 1981 produced a vintage harvest of wine-related miniature books.  Edgar 
Allan Poe’s classic horror tale, The Cask of Amontillado, received a fine miniature 
treatment (2½”x2”) from Anne & David Bromer, Boston.  Linnea Gentry, Amaranth 
Press, illustrated, designed, and printed the limited edition of 150 copies (35 of which 
were DeLuxe).  The “regular” edition is bound in violet colored handmade paper over 
boards, with silver stamping. The DeLuxe copies are bound in full black morocco, with 
diamond-shaped onlays of green and purple leathers on each cover, and silver stamping. 
A visual delight. (Upon release, the two editions were $50 and $150.  I wish I had 
bought both; the now rare DeLuxe is $650, when you can find one!)  
 In 2005, J & J Sobota, Czech Republic, produced their miniature version of The 
Cask of Amontillado. It was designed, printed, published, bound, hand-numbered and 
signed by Jarmila Sobota in an edition of only 20 copies.  Goatskin, snakeskin, and a 
velvet-lined box complete the package that won the 2005 Distinguished Book Award 
at the Exhibition of the Miniature Book Society. Quite striking. 
 Not in the category of fine press, but a joy nonetheless, is Champagne by Jane 
McDonald (1996; 2¼”x1¾”).  The charming color illustrations are reproductions of 
beaux-arts posters, paintings, and the like. The binding is clever and whimsical: the blue 
paper covered boards are decorated with white dots simulating Champagne bubbles, 
while the gold colored dust jacket has a cut-out of a Champagne bottle that allows the 
bubbles to pop through!  Makes you happy. 
 Wine from My Garden by Miriam 
Macgregor, a 2 3/8” x 1 7/8” finely 
crafted work of art, was printed for 
Lorson’s Books & Prints by The 
Whittington Press in 2000. Macgregor 
begins the book, “Wine is the fermented 
juice from fruit, flowers, and vegetables,” 
and then provides 15 magnificent hand-
colored wood engravings as illustration.  
200 copies, numbered and signed by the 
noted artist, in slipcase. 
 The Little Wine Book 2000 by Dr. Paul Devenyi, with six hand-colored illustrations 
by Mary Devenyi, was published in an edition of only 29 copies at their Beaux Art 
studio in Toronto, Ontario. Mary, an accomplished artist, and Paul, a wine afficionado, 
are also avid, well-known collectors of miniature books. This 2½” x 2” pocket-guide 
to wine is bound by Mary Devenyi in burgundy leather and housed in a slipcase. A 
beautiful work of art!
 Come to the Cabernet: A Compendium of Wine Writers Critiques compiled by 
Sidney Berger is fun and fanciful, and pure Joe D’Ambrosio!  Book artist D’Ambrosio 
designed, produced, and bound the edition of 50 copies for Lorson’s Books & Prints. It 

Karen Nyman and Julian Edison

James Lorson and the Silvains
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is almost impossible to describe this 2½” x 2½” creation: but picture the outside front 
cloth cover as representing the bottom half of a rounded wine bottle (with paper label), 
and inside the front cover the endpaper is cut-out so as to view into a wine cellar with 
cut-out wine bottles...all in a folding clamshell box?  
 The most recent arrival on our miniature-wine-book shelf is the superbly crafted 
Autobiography of a Vine. Being Chapter XIV of  My Vineyard at Lakeview by a Western 
Grape Grower [Albert N. Prentiss].   “In the literature of grape culture there is no more 
appealing salute to the vine than this brief chapter,” first published in 1866.   Designed 
and printed letterpress by Peter Koch, and illustrated with images from several 19th 
century American winegrowing classics, it is the first book from Kylix Press (St. Helena, 
CA).  Limited to 185 hand-bound copies: 150 cloth & hand-colored paper, 35 full 
leather. 
 With Don Quixote, we raise a toast: “Many littles make a much!” And bring great 
pleasure.

Added thoughts about  
pricing miniature books…

     First, you should know that long ago we gave up 
on the idea that one could presume some reasonable 
relationship between sell-prices of miniature books 
and the time, skill, knowledge, effort and material 
costs that can go into producing an edition.
    Like Stephen Byrne and, I suspect, most other non-
commercial miniature book publishers,  we’ve come 
to accept that the potential market is very limited 
and difficult to reach (with the exception of MBS 
membership).   
    Though our editions only run from 40 to 65 
copies, some titles have not yet sold out!
       *** SO... (we say to ourselves) Nobody is forcing 
you to publish miniature books.***
     True. And here again, we share Stephen’s pleasure in all of the steps that go into the 
process:  We publish Miniature Books because we enjoy doing so.
    To return to the pricing question:  “How does Shoestring Press arrive at a selling 
price?” Not too sensibly, I’m afraid. We ignore the hours spent designing, printing and 
binding as well as  cost of materials. We ignore overhead, reprint charges...in fact, we 
ignore every cost factor that should  bear on establishing a sensible price. 
     So...if we don’t take into account the time, overhead or cost of materials,  how do we 
arrive at a price? 
     Well the process goes something like this... we look at our completed edition, 
admiringly. We compare it to similar books, both ours and volumes from other 
publishers.  We sleep on it, ponder it some more...
     Then, we try out different prices, until we pick one that seems about right.
     “Not very logical...right?”  But that’s pretty much the way it is... we set a price that 
has no logical basis whatsoever: We don’t even try to pay our way to the next Conclave.  
I suppose if it were a real business, we would have gone  bust  35 years ago at about the 
time Shoestring Press started publishing limited edition books.
    But we’re NOT a business at all.  We’re just a not-young couple with antique printing 
presses that enjoy complete freedom in making books the way we choose, when we 
choose to do so. And to set prices that seem (to us) fair and reasonable. 
     It is not a process we would recommend to other publishers.
     Philip & Anna Morrison
 Shoestring Press

New Publications

Christmas in the Olde Coaching Days 
by Susanne Pruchnicki.
The Brontë Press.  9 hand-colored illus.  
Ed. of 20 signed & numbered.

Queen Mab from Shakespeare’s  
Romeo & Juliet by Gabrielle Fox.
Squiggle Dot Press.  Illus. With wood 
engravings on handmade paper.   
Ed. of 45, each individual.

Workshop offered

5-day miniature bookbinding course  
in France in July 2009.
Contact Barbara Brear
bbminiatures@yahoo.com

New Catalogs 
Received

Miniature Books.  Bradbury Catalogue 43  
July 2008 and Catalogue 44
October 2008. Brooklyn, NY.

A Catalogue of Miniature Books, 28   
July 2008. Michael Garbett,  
Almondsbury, South Gloucestershire.

MicroMiniature Books for Sale
Catalog 17, Nov. 2008.   
Karen Nyman, San Diego, CA.   (Online)

The Miniature Book Sale
Collection of Lois Boorman.
Joshua Heller Rare Books, Inc.
P.O. Box 39114, Washington, DC  
20016-9114

Children’s Miniature Books
Series 11, Catalog 7.   
Gail Curry Books, Overland Park, KS

BRIEF NOTES

Unusual publications from Shoestring Press
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IN MEMORIUM 

Shannon Mahoney Mitchell
Shannon died Jan. 13, 2008, in Vancouver, WA, at the age of 85.  She and her husband 
Maurice traveled extensively for his work, so she was familiar with many languages 
and used her knowledge in her work  in miniature calligraphy.  She started by copying 
pages of Gregorian chants and moved on to create books of ancient texts and scrolls 
in miniature.  Her ongoing interests led her include even more languages, including 
Swedish, Indonesian, Maori and Polish.

Just received notice that Jim Lorson of Lorson’s Books and Prints has died.

New Members: 

Irene Adams 
L. Tom Perry Special Collections 
1130 HBLL, Brigham Young University 
Provo, UT  84602 
801-422-3175  (o) 
Irene_adams@byu. edu

Nathalie Benoit 
Kenmare Salmon Cie 
Kilmurry, KENMARE 
Co Kerry, IRELAND 
00 353 64 42 193  (h) 
Nathalie.benoit@kenmaresalmon.ie

Bludeau Partners International LLC 
13 Oxford Road 
Hastings on Hudson, NY  10706 
914-574-1842  (o) 
bludeaupartners@optonline.com

Jane Gammon 
711 West Healey Street 
Champaign, IL  61820 
217-352-0677  (h)

Joshua Heller 
3720 Albemarle St.  NW 
Washington, DC  20016 
202-966-9411  (h & o) 
Joshua Heller Rare Books, Inc.

Mary Jane Henley 
3822 E. Calle Cayo 
Tucson, AZ  85718 
520-529-1659  (h) 
maryjanehenley@mac.com

Joan Hermanowski 
P O Box 403369 
Miami Beach, FL  33140 
305-804-9587  (h) 
JAH36AMI@Hotmail.com

Timothy Humphries 
10128 Big Canoe 
Jasper, GA  30143-5117 
706-268-1060  (h) 
humphrit@tds.net

Barbara Kaufman 
11 Clifford Crescent 
Melba Australian Capital Territory 
2615  AUSTRALIA 
b.and.b@effect.net.au

Susana Lopez del Toro 
C/ Anita Vindel, 15-E 
28023 Madrid 
SPAIN 
645 37 34 75  (h) 
slopez@gyj.es 
snueveo7m5@gmail.com 
www.minilibros-buch-book.com

Mrs. Sandra L. Roeder 
5167 Renaissance – C 
San Diego, CA  92122

David Rutgers 
501 West Broadway 
Suite A – Box 310 
San Diego, CA  92101 
drutgers@kayerose.com

San Diego Book Arts 
Gary Miller 
P.O. Box 90340 
San Diego, CA  92169 
858-274-5110  (h) 
gmiller3@san.rr.com

Stuart Teacher 
3070 River Road 
New Hope, PA  18938 
215-880-5367  (h) 
buz@buzteacher.com

Mary Tieger 
1208 Concord Street 
San Diego, CA  92106 
619-886-5755  (h) 
marytieger@mail.com

Jacalyn Waldfogel 
5083 Kernwood Court 
Palm Harbor, FL  34685 
727-480-7974  (h) 
jacalyn@tampabay.rr.com

Ellen Wiener 
51535 Main Road 
P.O. Box 936 
Southold, NY  11971 
516-317-0269  (h) 
ellenwiener@gmail.com

Norman Wolff 
900 S. Hanley Road  Apt. 3A 
St. Louis, MO  63105 
314-503-0079  (h) 
Wol2f@att.net

Renewed Members:

Ferenc Barabas 
59 Str Banat 
Bekescsaba, Bekes 
H-5600 HUNGARY 
3666 527 160  (h & f ) 
Typografika 
typografika@globonet.hu

Mary Glenda Beeler 
4455 Island Road 
Miami, FL  33137 
305-576-9350  (h) 
jbeeler@sprintmail.com

Loretta Gentile 
10 Albert Street 
Waltham, MA  02453 
781-891-1025  (h) 
gentileloretta@yahoo.com

Lathrop and Dorothy Hoffman 
1955 Vista Avenue 
Sierra Madre, CA  91024-1551

Klara Voctarova 
Ivana Olbracata 392 
25001 Brandys nad Labem 
Czech Republic 
004 20603483245  (o) 
Klara@brandys.nl

Address Changeabouts

Robert F. Orr Hanson 
222 Uptown Loop NE 
Apt. 2209  
Albuquerque, NM  87110

Telephone Changeabouts:

Karen Nyman 
619-225-8585  (o) 
619-226-4441  (f )

Changeabouts2009 Miniature Book  
Competition and Exhibition 

RULES FOR ENTRIES: To qualify for an award the books and the slipcases or portfolio 
boxes must measure no more than three inches in any dimension; a maximum of two entries per 
press and/or person; must have been published and bound in a multiple edition (of like copies); 
have been published within the past two years (2007– 2009).

This year, for the first time, we will accept one-off “artists’ books”, or one-off bindings. They 
won’t qualify for a Distinguished Book Award, but they will be included in the exhibition and 
they will be included in the catalog, in a separate section. This is a new opportunity for our 
creative members who don’t make multiples to show their work. If your entry includes a slipcase 
or portfolio box that exceeds this size limitation the slipcase or portfolio box will not be shown 
to the jury members. 

THE JURY of professionals, representing different interests in the book arts, are charged to 
select those three entries which best reflect the creativity, appropriateness of design to content, 
personal appeal and technical excellence of miniature book publishers, designers, printers and 
binders. 

THE DISTINGUISHED BOOK AWARD will be given to the top three books selected by 
the judges. These winners will be announced at the Miniature Book Conclave each year. Win-
ning entries become the property of the Miniature Book Society. All entries travel for one year 
in the Traveling Exhibit. You may elect to have your book returned after the year of traveling if 
it is not selected as one of the three Distinguished Books. The Distinguished Books will be the 
centerpiece of the International Traveling Exhibition, displayed at the Conclave Exhibit and be 
featured in the Miniature Book Exhibition Catalog. All entrants, judges and MBS members will 
receive a full color printed copy of the Catalog. Many of the past catalogs are available in our 
MBS store. We also have the latest issues in a PDF file for your viewing.   
Check http:www.mbs.org  for the 2001 through 2007 issues.

THE TRAVELING EXHIBITION will feature the winning books as well as other selected 
entries. The new custom designed Traveling Exhibition will be on display internationally at 
libraries, universities, museums and other public forums that feature the book arts. 

ENTRY FORM (pdf )  available at  http://www.mbs.org/comp.htm
Additional information and entry forms may be obtained by sending a stamped self-addressed 
business-size envelope to:
 Neale M. Albert, Chair, Book Competition and Exhibition Committee.
 815 Park Avenue
 New York, NY 10021

 nalbert@paulweiss.com
 212-861-9093
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Miniature Book Society Newsletter
A quarterly publication of the Miniature Book Society Inc. Number 79

Issued in March,  July,  November.  Items for publication, 
including advertising material should be sent to the 
Editor.  Publication deadlines are: February 1,  June 1, 
October 1.  Payment for advertising should be made to 
Miniature Book Society Inc. and sent to the Treasurer.

The Miniature Book Society is an inter-national non-
profit organization founded in 1983 and chartered 
by the state of Ohio, USA.  Its purposes are to sustain 
interest in all aspects of miniature books; to provide 
a forum for the exchange of ideas; to serve as a 
clearinghouse for information about miniature books.

Website: www.mbs.org
Toll-free phone (USA & Canada): 1-877-MBS-1983

Board of Governors for 2008-2009
President: Mark Palkovic
Vice-President: Peter Thomas
Secretary: Edward Hoyenski
Treasurer: Karen Nyman
Past President: Julian Edison

Members at-large:
Kathy King
Joan Knoertzer
Kimberly Molitor
Jill Timm

Membership in the Society is open to all interested 
individuals, organizations and institutions.
Membership dues in United States dollars: $40.00 
individual/couple for USA members, $45.00 
individual/couple for Canadian members; $55.00 
individual/couple outside North America.  Corporate 
membership: $40.00 (USA), $55.00 (Canada), 
$65.00 (outside North America).

Advertising Rates

Full Page 4.5 x 7.5" $100.00
Half Page 4.5 x 3.75" $50.00
Quarter Page 2.25 x 3.75" $30.00

Send ads to:
Joan Boring

3204 Wildwood Rd.
Middletown, OH 45042

jboring@middletownlibrary.org

Mail payments for ads
(in $ US dollars) to:

Kathy King
402 York Avenue

Delaware, OH 43015, USA 

Membership inquiries and dues payments:
(until Dec. 31, 2008) 
Kathy King, Treasurer
402 York Avenue, Delaware, OH  43015
(740) 369-5517  •  Kking@midohio.net

Membership inquires and dues payments:
(after Jan. 1, 2009)
Karen Nyman, Treasurer
702 Rosecrans Street, San Diego, CA  92106-3013
619-225-8585  (o)
619-226-4441  (f )
karennyman@cox.net

Newsletter Editor:
Joan Boring
3204 Wildwood Road
Middletown, OH  45042
(513) 594-7395
jboring@middletownlibrary.org
or  joan_boring@yahoo.com 

Manuscripts, letters and news items are welcomed and 
are subject to editing due to space and style limitations.  
Preferably submissions should be made electronically, by 
e-mail or disk. Attachments on Microsoft Word would be 
preferred.  Articles in the Newsletter do not necessarily 
express the views of the Board or of the Editor.

Photo credits:  Neale Albert, Jan Becker, Joan Boring, 
Mike Houle, Angelika Jaeck, Kathy King, Phil 
Morrison, Camille Ann Riner

Deadline for the next issue: February 1, 2009.

Printed by: Alliance Printing & Mailing Services
Middletown, OH USA

CYCLONE BOOKS
announces

Miniature Finger Paintings
By Mary Ann Brandt

 The book tells the fascinating story of how the late Richmond artist brought the ancient 
art of finger painting into the modern fine arts world. It contains a Foreward by her husband,  
Paul E. Brandt, Mary Ann’s explanation in her own words of what finger painting meant to her, 
and sixteen full-color illustrations digitally printed in their original size by the Deitz Press, 
Richmond. Eileen B. Mott’s text tells of Mary Ann’s life and accomplishments, including a 
Fellowship at the Virginia Center for Creative Arts in Sweet Briar, Virginia and exhibitions at the 
University of Richmond and Virginia Museum of Fine Arts.
 Caroline Lindemann’s first miniature book publication, produced entirely in Virginia. 
Printed letterpress in computer set 9pt. Times Roman on Mohawk Superfine paper by David M. 
Clinger of Richmond, and hand bound by John M. Field of Monterey, both MBS members.

3” x 2 1/2” 48pp.
100 copies: $50 ea  •  35 Deluxe copies, numbered and signed: $65 ea

 Contact: Caroline Y. Lindemann, 1500 Westbrook Court #1109
  Richmond, VA 23227      Tel. 804-200-1260

Anick Butré

Competition Entries Competition Entries

Melinda Brown, Ellen Diamond  
and Jan Kellett making keepsakes
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A precious wedding present for the marriage of Capponi–
Ridolfi and a pearl of Florentine Miniature Book Making

- Dono d’Amore - Book of Hours from 1500 
Ms 483, Biblioteca Riccardiana, Venice.

Deluxe facsimile edition with introductory study by Giovanna Lazzi.
Vallechi: Florence, 2007. 464 pp, 5 x 6.6 cm. (2 in. x 2.6 in.)  

ISBN 88-7096-158 $2,350  •  Ed. of 483.

This beautiful MS was probably commissioned by the Capponi family for the wedding, in 1500, of 
Niccola di Andrea di Niccola Capponi and Antonia di Battista di Luigi Ridolfi. The Capponi and Ridolfi 
were aristocrats by birth and politicians by vocation, two historical families of Florence whose destinies 
were innumerable times interlaced with the history of the city, from medieval times until the end of 
the Ottocento. They belonged to the group of moderate liberals summoned by Leopold II di Lorena to 
administer the Grand Duchy of Tuscany. It seems that the book, according to the style of the decorations, 
was created during the last decade of the 15th century, a belief that refutes a previous one that gave a date 
around 1462 and which was linked to the wedding 
of Caterina di Niccola Capponi e Tommaso di 
Luigi Ridolfi. The mature and advanced style of the 
miniatures does not seem to concord with the earlier 
date. It is one of the smallest prayer books that has 
come down to the present day, only a few centimeters 
each side and yet of exquisite workmanship. An 
extreme synthesis of an art by then at its dusk, as was 
the miniature in the late 15th century, this manuscript 
was commissioned to Monte di Giovanni, one of the 
greatest Florentine masters of the time.

In special parchment paper, on which hot tooled gold has been applied, using the reverse procedure 
compared to typographical printing to give it all of the worn and vibrant naturalness of the backgrounds 
and the very subtle design of the highlights. Entirely bound and sewn by hand and lined in velvet like the 
original while the cut of the pages has gilt embossing, following the original. It comes in an elegant case 
with tooled silver and a commentary by Giovanna Lazzi, director of the Biblioteca Riccardiana of Florence. 
Limited edition of 483 copies.

FOR INQUIRIES AND ORDERS PLEASE CONTACT:
BLUDEAU PARTNERS INTERNATIONAL LLC

13 OXFORD ROAD, HASTINGS ON HUDSON, NY 
914.574.1842  •  bludeaupartners@optonline.net
MBS members are entitled to a 10% discount.

MINIATURE BOOK NEWS
Julian I. Edison, Editor

8 ST. ANDREWS DRIVE  •  ST. LOUIS, MO  •  63124
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More Micro Minis

 I realize that some people despise the tiny minis but other people like to hear more 
about them. After all, love them or hate them, they are all part of the mini book world. 
So here is information about a recently produced “Smallest Bible,” and a report of a 
“Smallest Koran” produced in 2004 which we recently heard about.
 Will this rush to the smallest ever end?

Smallest Bible ever: Scientists could fit more  
than one nano-Bible on the head of a pin

 Talk about the separation of science and 
religion. A group of Israeli scientists printed 
the entire text of the Hebrew Bible on to 
an area smaller than half a grain of sugar, no 
doubt enraging anti-science religious zealots 
and anti-religion scientific hard-liners alike. 
It took the nanotechnology experts from the 
Technion institute in Haifa an hour to etch 
the Torah’s 300,000 words by blasting gallium 
ions onto a tiny silicon surface.
 The scientists weren’t trying to make any specific statement about religion, but 
instead to draw attention to the capabilities of nanotechnology as a way of storing data.
 The Guinness Book of World Records current “smallest bible ever” is probably the 
wordier King James Version. However, since it’s fifty times larger this new one, we think 
it’s safe to say that nanotech will be the medium of all future “world’s smallest book” 
claims.

World’s Smallest Koran
 The smallest published Koran book 
measures 1.7 cm × 1.28 cm × 0.72 cm (0.66 
in × 0.50 in × 0.28 in). It is published in an 
unabridged, bound version, in fine print 
Arabic and is 571 pages long.The book was 
published in Cairo in 1982 and is owned 
by Dr. Muhammad Saeed Karim Beebani 
of Pakistan.


