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President’s Report to MBS  
 This issue of the Newsletter will be the last one before the September Conclave 
in San Diego .
 There have been a number of exhibitions and other activities since the Seattle 
Conclave in October . And sadly we have lost a few long time members of the 
Society .
 The San Diego Conclave, September 12-14, is coming along splendidly under 
the able direction of Karen Nyman who will give us a detailed report .  A Registration 
Form is also included in this issue . A large turnout is expected, so it is important to 
make your hotel reservation as soon as possible if you have not already done so .
 Michael Garbett, Nominating Committee Chair, is proposing a slate of officers 
for the Board of Governors for 2009-2010, which includes some individuals 
that will require a vote by the membership . A ballot is enclosed for this purpose . 
Please return your ballot to Janet King, MBS Secretary, at 204 Westwood Ave ., 
Delaware, OH  43015 . Or, members can email their vote to Kathy King at  
kking@midohio .net . 
 The Nominating Committee slate follows: Terms are normally for two years, 
and the date in parenthesis is the year ending the second year . An asterisk indicates 
that this person requires a vote by the membership . 

President Mark Palkovic* (2010)
Vice President Peter Thomas (2009)
Secretary Edward Hoyenski* (2010)
Treasurer & Membership Karen Nyman* (2010)
Members at Large: Kathy King* (2010)
 Joan Knoertzer* (2010)
 Kimberly Molitor (2009)
 Jill Timm (2009)
Past President Julian Edison (2010)
    
 With this issue is a little surprise: Enclosed is a miniature copy of 
MINIATURE BOOKS: 4,000 Years of Tiny Treasures. This miniature edition of 
our book, produced by Harry Abrams, Inc. in association with the Grolier Club 
of New York, was published privately and not for sale. This mini book is being 
sent as a personal gift from me to all current members of the Miniature Book 
Society -- Enjoy!
 
 We look forward to seeing at least some of you in San Diego!
 Julian I. Edison
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Editor’s Note
 Thank-you’s all round to people who have worked so hard to keep MBS functioning 
and to the people who have volunteered to run for upcoming offices .  (I trust Michael 
Garbett didn’t twist your arms too badly .)  A special cheer to Julian Edison for stepping 
up as this year’s President and for doing such a great job on the Seattle Conclave .

 Be sure to get your votes and Conclave registration in as soon as possible . The San 
Diego Conclave promises to be a marvelous opportunity to meet and make friends, learn 
some unusual things, see some grand sights, and spend as we usually do when surrounded 
by wonderful tiny creations .  Hope as many of you as possible can come . 
 Joan Boring

The Geisel Library
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Pricing Miniature Books

 Some time ago in an MBS Newsletter Paul Devenyi, who was Editor at that time, 
asked how publishers of new miniatures determine the price of their books .  I am sure 
there are probably as many answers to that as there are publishers, but I would like to take 
a little space to explain my rationale .
 I have only been making miniature books for the past six or seven years, and since 
then I have seen my skills and knowledge develop so that now I no longer feel ashamed to 
show my books to people . The first ones were not all that well made, but I did manage to 
sell them because, I believe, I put a price on them which was very reasonable . I recognized 
that I was a beginner, that they were nowhere near the quality of the books professional 
binders and printers were producing, and as such I should not charge much .
 My present books, which I usually make in editions of twenty five or fifty, are much 
better made, and I feel justified in charging a bit more now . 
 So to the question of how I fix my prices:
 General consensus has it that one has to take 
into account the material cost of the book, which 
includes the paper and boards, leather or other 
covering, printing ink, wear and tear on equipment 
etc . You may say that each book only takes a small 
quantity of these materials, but fifty small quantities 
can add up to quite a lot . Add to the material costs 
the time taken in researching, in designing, in laying 
out the text, organizing any graphics (that’s one 
thing I don’t do myself in my books, but I have a very 
able wife who produces artwork for me), then you 
can see that each edition does not appear overnight . 
 I’m very lucky in some respects in that I am not trying to make a living making 
miniature books . (Can anybody do that?) I am making because I enjoy the whole process 
from initial selection of text to the interaction with those who buy my books . So I ignore 
most of the factors mentioned above and look at a finished book and ask what I myself 
would pay for it, and whether others would pay the same . I arrive at an answer which 
is reasonable enough to encourage people to buy, but which will enable me to sell the 
edition and thus cover the cost of my trips to Conclave . There you have it! I am making 
my books just to pay for my trips – and to buy other publishers’ books to add to my 
growing collection .
 I hope other publishers will explain how they arrive at their prices . I am sometimes 
quite staggered at the prices placed on books which seem very ordinary, even though I 
recognize the hard work which goes into them . I am sure Joan will be pleased to hear 
from you to continue this discussion .
 Stephen Byrne
The Final Score, and The Pack Horse Press – nobody has a book from that impression yet 
– you’ll have to go to Conclave 2008 to get one .

From Stephen’s latest  
Medieval Musical Instruments
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Abbott Juvenile Library
Msgr. Francis J. Weber

 Just when a collector begins thinking that he 
or she has exhausted any given market, something 
invariably appears on the horizon to prove the 
contrary .
 I was aware, for example, that  Jacob Abbott 
(1803-1879) had authored several volumes for 
juveniles which appeared in 1836 from the publishing 
house of Allan Bell and Company on Warwick 
Square in London .  In fact there were two titles 
already in the Weber Collection of Miniature Books 
now at the Huntington Library in San Marino, CA .
 Only recently did I discover that there were ten volumes in the series, most of them 
printed by Stewart and Company in a standard size (3 x 1 7/8) on uniform paper .
 All the books were bound in green pebble cloth with gilt edges and bearing their 
individual titles on the spine .  Each of the volumes comprising Abbott’s “excellent, 
popular and instructive production” touched on a different subject:

1 . The Young Christian.  313 pages, 1836 .  No printer identified;
2 The Mother at Home.  190 pages + 16 advertising pages, 1836;
3 . The Child at Home.  206 pages, 1836;
4 . Parental Duties.  189 pages + 18 advertising pages, with the publication date 

trimmed out;
5 . The Little Philosopher.  214 pages + 2 advertising pages, 1837;
6 . The Fireside.  204 pages, 1836;
7 . The Teacher.  274 pages, 1836 .  Printed by Andrew Shortrede on Thistle Lane in 

Edinburgh;
8 . Advertising calls for Everyday Duty, but The Way to Good replaces this volume in 

the set .  276 pages, 1837;
9 . China and the English.  280 pages, 1836 .  Printed by Andrew Shortrede;
10 . The Corner Stone .  247 pages, 1837 .  Printed by Stewart and Company of Old 

Bailey .
 In  the author’s own words, his books were “originally published in numbers” under a 
fictitious name .  The favorable reception received under those circumstances “induced the 
publisher to issue them in a form more convenient for general use .”
 He goes on to say that the parent or teacher who takes up this little work is advised 
“to notice that it is not intended to give to children a superficial, and consequently useless, 
acquaintance with subjects and sciences beyond their grasp; but, as its title imports, to 
teach them to think and to reason about common things .”
 In one of the volumes, The Little Philosopher, an advertisement attests to there being 
ten volumes “in a case” which was fashioned from balsa wood, in the architectural form of 
a Doric building with facsimile marble pillars at both ends .

Cataloging Your Collection with LibraryThing
Karen (Dawson) Ganske

 Collectors may index their collections on 4x6 cards, in a spreadsheet, or by adding 
notes to a printed bibliography .  I tried several methods, but none were  as much fun as 
using LibraryThing to catalog my miniature books .  
 At www.librarything.com you can find a book in one of many large library catalogs 

or at Amazon and grab the catalog record for 
your own collection .  Presto, it is ready to go with 
publication information and subject headings and 

sometimes Library of Congress numbers .   You may also add items manually, or from the 
catalogs of other LibraryThing members . Unfortunately, the University of Iowa is not 
yet included in the choices, so you will not be able to import catalog records from their 
Charlotte Smith Collection .  The best source I found for my collection was the University 
of California Libraries and my statistics show I have exported records from 14 different 
libraries .
 Once you have a catalog record, you can add ‘tags’ of your choice, images of your 
miniature book, and comments .   I enjoyed including as many source catalogs as possible 
when I first joined in 2005, but this year, it was the images that motivated me to continue .   
You can select a book cover from those already in LibraryThing, but for the most part, I 
had to upload my own .  
 LibraryThing is one of many ‘social networking’ sites, and you can choose how social 
you want to be .  For almost two years, I kept my membership in ‘private’ status, so others 
could not see it .  I have not added my full name, address or email .  I have found only one 
other member (out of 301,907 members in November 2007) who intentionally collects 
miniature books .  His account is ‘public’ and he enters in to more of the social aspects 
than I have, with more personal information, and fun to read comments and reviews . 
 A good discussion of making a catalog or index of your collection appears in 
“Indexing your Collection” by Msgr . Francis J . Weber in The Microbibliophile Vol IX, 
No .1 March 1985 .   Reasons to make an index include avoiding the purchase of duplicates, 
documenting for insurance, and educational value as well as enjoyment .  When I started 
a LibraryThing catalog, I gained these plus numerous advantages over a card file .  I can 

 None of the usual bibliographical sources mentions or much less enumerates all the 
Abbott volumes nor is there any hint of a cabinet which  was probably provided only 
when the series was complete in 1837 .
 My previous understanding was considerably enhanced, however, when I 
recently acquired an encased set of Abbott’s Juvenile Library .  Each of the books carries 
the written inscription: “James Louise Southey, with grandmother Stuart’s love, June 
18, 1869 .”  To this date I know of no other set of these books in any private or public 
miniature collection in the United States .
 All of which confirms that “bibliographies never stay definitive very long .”

The recently discovered  
complete set in its bookcase.



10  |  mbs newsletter june 2008 mbs newsletter june 2008  |  11

Meeting with Cervantes
 From 2003 to 2007 as participant 
of the Russian Delegation I took part 
in many international book fairs where 
I showed tiny Russian books (less than 
100 mm, 4 inches) .  During trips to 
Frankfurt, Warsaw, Beijing and Taipei 
I bought new books and also found 
many new friends, among them many 
publishers, bookbinders and collectors . 
 My visit to the capital of Argentina 
was no exception .  In Buenos Aires 
from April, 16th to May, 7th 2007 under the motto “Books without borders” the 33rd 
International Book Fair was held, the longest in the world .  I unexpectedly received 
the offer to participate from the “Foundation for Social, Economic and Intellectual 

instantly sort by author, title, date or tag .  My tags reflect printers, publishers, binders 
and special features, so that if someone asks how many books I have from Hillside Press, 
I can click on that tag and see 6, with images and details . You can arrange a list using 
six variations of order and content .  I love to look at the collection in “Cover View” 
showing 100 covers at a time .  ‘My fun statistics’ summarizes the collection by date of 
publication and language .  I can view tags as a ‘cloud’ that displays them by size according 
to frequency .  I can do all of this anywhere with an Internet connected computer .  Friends 
and family can see it . (In case they want to make a gift of something I do not have!) You 
can put a widget on a blog that displays random books from your collection .  Every time 
someone looks at the blog, different books appear . [See an example created for this article 
at www .miniaturebookshelf .blogspot .com .]
 What are the limitations? LibraryThing’s best-loved social features are not a perfect 
match for my interests, but that is fine with me .   The catalog is on the web and the 
program might be ‘down’ when you want it .  It is important to print your information 
as a back-up .  Even a ‘private’ account might be too public for some . Imported catalog 
records of miniature books may be incomplete or inconsistent .  Dimensions may be given 
in inches or centimeters or not present at all . You can download more than one record for 
the same item from the University of California Libraries and find they are not identical . 
The cover images are not relative .  I can look at the ‘cover view’ and know the actual size of 
an item, but someone else might not perceive the size difference between a 1/2 inch book 
and a full size reference book .  
 The bottom line is that using LibraryThing makes cataloging your collection fun as 
well as useful .  It can be addictive . I find myself repeatedly showing co-workers and family 
when I make additions and improvements .  It might inspire others to start collecting!
 Recommended reference:  
 PC Magazine review from 2006: www .pcmag .com/article2/0,1895,1992855,00 .asp 

Programs (Fond of Filatov),” which was the organizer of the Russian exposition .  Since I 
had practically no time to prepare, the exposition was based on the  books I exhibited in 
Taipei . I only had to make a list of the books and signatures in Spanish .  
 This year, after a 16-year break, Russia took part in a Book Fair in Argentina for the 
first time as a state, giving visitors a unique opportunity to get acquainted with Russian 
miniature books .  Among the first visitors were families of employees of the Embassy 
of the Russian Federation, Diaspora natives of Russia (the largest in Latin America) 
and Ukraine, and also students, teachers and translators, in general, all those who were 
interested in Russia . 
 All three stands - “Art of Book Binding”, “Classics 
and Modern in Miniature” and “Microbooks of Russia” 
attracted attention . Even the Ambassador of Ukraine in 
Argentina was surprised, when I showed him a specially 
brought gift – a tiny atlas of Ukraine, published in Kiev! 
 Among the other participants of the book exhibition 
were only two publishing houses with miniature books: 
the local “Bonsai” (Buenos Aires) and “Los Libros Mas 
Pequenos Del Mundo” (The Smallest Books in the World) 
from Lima (Peru) .  “Bonsai” prints books in Spanish, with a 
simple cover (size 40 x 50 mm, in editions of 3,000 copies) .  
The Peruvian publishers brought fine books (size 42 x 62 
mm, editions of 10,000 copies), published in Spanish, Portuguese (especially colorful - 
all with color illustrations) and English languages .  In addition there were wooden book 
cases which contained from 6 up to 90 miniature books .  I bought one of those cases 
with the complete set of 12 books, including Cervantes, Saint-Exupery, Carlo Collodi, 
Mahatma Gandhi, Che Guevara and Fidel Castro Ruz . 
 The second purchase was more unexpected .  A bookbinder from the local school 
of restoration approached me with 5 volumes Don Quijote by Cervantes, published in 
Buenos Aires in 1916 . All books (size 53 x 83 mm, edition unknown) had dark red firm 
leather binding with gold stamping . On the front cover the name, year of the printing 
and the initials of the owner (A .E . MORELLI) were visible, on the spine - the name and 
number of volume . As she explained, these tiny books belonged to her father, a lawyer, 
and he received them as a gift from the publisher .  Certainly, with great pleasure I bought 
these books, now stored in my Moscow apartment!   
 The walls of main hall at the entrance to the fair displayed an exhibition with a 
retrospective exposition of the rarest and best editions of Don Quijote . Among them was 
only one miniature book! 
 Unfortunately, it was not possible to meet local bookbinder Sol Rebora, a former 
MBS member whom I met at the Conclave 2004 in Bath, England . The opening hours 
of the Book Fair (3 -10 pm) left little time for walks and sightseeing . Therefore it was not 
possible to get thoroughly acquainted with Argentina’s beauty and the things Argentina 
is famous for: tango, asado (meat), wine, products from leather, etc .
 My memories are of books and a torrential rain, Yaroslav Kostyuk

Ukrainian Ambassador to Argentina and Yaroslav Kostyuk

Peruvian miniatures exhibit
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Miniature Books On Grapes And Wine

 In 1990 a group of wine book collectors founded The Wayward Tendrils—A Wine 
Book Collectors Society .  Our Quarterly has often featured fine press, and miniature, 
books on grapes and wine, a special collecting interest of many members .  Thousands 
of books have been published about wine, in the English language alone, but only a 
small cluster of miniatures titles has been produced (other than the Rubaiyat of Omar 
Khayyam—there are some three dozen miniature editions of the Rubaiyat according to 
Doris Welsh’s Bibliography of Miniature Books, 1470–1965) .  
 When the artistic talent and craft of the fine press printer and book binder come 
together to produce a miniature book on wine, this little gem becomes a treasured 
centerpiece of the library .  A few delicious tastes for your sampling:
 The earliest book in the Unzelman wee-bit of a collection of miniature books on 
grapes and wine is The Bunch of Grapes by Aunt Laura, published in 1863 in Buffalo, NY .   
Its delicate size (1 5/8” x 1¼”) and gilt-stamped cloth cover are a perfect accompaniment 
for the “sweet” story inside .  Miniature book collectors will recognize Aunt Laura and 
Aunt Fanny, the pen names of the popular mid-19th century author, Frances Barrow, 
who wrote a series of thirty miniature stories for children .  The Bunch of Grapes is an 
endearing “Sunday School lesson” story of a poor, little boy who saved his hard-earned 
pennies to buy a bunch of grapes for his sick friend . He was rewarded by the farmer with 
a twig of the vine and lessons on how to grow his own grapes . He became a well-to-do, 
successful nurseryman and grape grower (wine grapes, too!) . 
 Of several, our favorite miniature edition of the Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam is a 
lovely 1905 publication by Anthony Treherne & Co ., London . It is printed on fine, 
watermarked paper, with all page edges gilt, and bound in full tree-calf, ornately decorated 
in gilt (2½” x 2”) . 
 Two productions from Whitney Seymour’s Lime 
Rock Press in 1981 win our personal award for novel 
design .  The Corkscrew Book, measuring 3” x 7/8”, is 
bound in grosgrain ribbon and slipcased in a corkscrew 
handle . Seymour compiled twelve pages of wine proverbs 
(“Wine in the bottle does not quench thirst .” – English 
Proverb), and decorated each page with a drawing of a 
corkscrew .  His companion volume, Thoughts from the 
Cork, measures 1¼” x 7/8” and uses two halves of a cork 
as a binding . He gives a brief dissertation on the cork, 
and a reminder to treat it with respect and kindness, then entertains his readers with 
quotes from famous imbibers .
 To be continued next issue...
Gail Unzelman has been collecting wine books, pamphlets, postcards, and ephemera for 
almost forty years.  She helped found the Wayward Tendrils, and has since served as the 
Society’s Quarterly editor/publisher. She recently discovered the joy of collecting wine-
related stamps (postage and poster!).  There is no hope.

IN MEMORIUM 

Marjorie Strode Coffey                     
March 3,2008, Marjorie died at her home in 
Gainesville, FL at age 86 .  With a BA from 
the University of Maryland and an MFA from 
Syracuse University, she was a talented artist and 
writer, creating miniature books via her Coffey 
Grounds Press, as well as paintings, sculpture 
and church vestments .  She has donated her 
manuscripts, books and art work to the George 
A . Smathers Libraries at the University of 
Florida .

Jane Walker Conneen, 1921-2008
Jane grew up in France and Switzerland, returning 
to the U .S . at 13 to attend school in New York 
and study painting .  She moved from linocuts 
and life-sized botanical drawings to miniature 
etchings and finally to miniature books, with 
The Winding Roads of Ireland from The Little 
Farm Press receiving the a Distinguished Book 
Award .  She hosted Conclave XV in 1997 at the 
family farm in Bethlehem, PA .  Her sketch books 
and other memorabilia will go to the Skillman 
Library at Lafayette College, Easton, PA .

Judge Leonard Goldstein, 1931-2008
Born in Cleveland, OH, he was educated at 
Kent State University and UC Berkeley’s Boalt 
Hall School of Law .  The Judge was noted for 
his ability to dissect complex legal cases, and was 
best known for presiding over the Ford Pinto 
product liability case in the 1970s .  Away from 
the bench he collected and published miniature 
books under his Gold Stein Press imprint .

Marjorie K. Owings
Died Nov . 16, 2007 in Sandusky, OH, where 
she retired after 62 years as a librarian .  She was 
a charter member of the local Historical Society, 
a member of the DAR, and active with Back to 
the Wild, an animal rehabilitation center .

BRIEF NOTES
New Publications

Edgar Allan Poe / Orphan Poet 
/ Writer of Fantasy by Suzanne 
Pruchnicki .  The Bronte Press .  9 hand-
colored illus .  Bound over boards . Ed . 
of 40 .

Marie Antoinette and the Diamond
Necklace by Suzanne Pruchnicki . The 
Bronte Press .  9 handcolored illus . 
Bound over boards in the colors of the 
Valois . Ed . of 45 .

To be introduced at the San Diego 
Conclave:
The Mini-book of Jokes from the 
Collection of Norbert Kerenyi.  
Hand-colored illus; goat-skin binding 
with leather onlay .  Beaux Art 
Publishing . 

Medieval Musical Instruments by 
Stephen Byrne. Color, gilded illus . by 
Marian Byrne . Cloth bound with inlay 
of title and illus .

New Catalogues 
Received

Children’s Miniature Books, Series 
II, Catalog 6. Gail Curry – Books, 
Overland Park, KS .

Miniature Books.  Bradbury 
Catalog 41 .  February 2008 .
Catalog 42 .  May 2008 .
Brooklyn, NY .

Miniature Books for Sale, catalogs 
14 & 15.  March & May 2008 .  Karen 
Nyman, San Diego, CA .   (Online)

A Catalogue of Miniature 
Books, 28 .  July 2008 .
Michael Garbett, Almondsbury, South 
Gloucestershire

Awards

Jody Williams received the first 
Annual Book Artist Award from the 
Minnesota Center for Book Arts .
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New Members: 

Tina Auclair
64 E . Grand Avenue
New Haven, CT   06513-0425
203-466-3348  (h)
ctcontacts@aol .com

Lunawati Bennett
3385 Christopher Street
West Palm Beach, FL  33417
561-803-2715  (h)
Lunawati_bennett@pba .edu

Cheryl Blue
6550-18 Ponto Drive
Carlsbad, CA  92011
760-707-2060  (h)
Cherylblue99@aol .com

Michael Diederich
689 Birch Avenue
San Mateo, CA  99402-1950
650-533-3868  (h)
diederich .michael@gmail .com

Mary Drabik
4252 Highland Drive
Shoreview, MN  55126
651-490-1344  (h)
mdrabik@gmail .com

Joseph A. Esposito
7100 Game Lord Drive
Springfield, VA  22153-1313
703-912-3380  (h)
josephesposito15@aol .com

Katrina Ivatts
2609 N . Nottingham Street
Arlington, VA  22207
703-536-5234  (h)
Kivatts22207@verizon .net

Andrea F. Jones
2469 Purdue Avenue, Apt . 104
Los Angeles, CA  90064
310-996-5575  (h)
Afj1381@gmail .com

Meg Kennedy
1408 Greywall Lane
Wynnewood, PA  19096
610-896-8327  (h)
meg@book-arts .com

Jana Mar
370 Rosecrans St ., Apt . #202
San Diego, CA  92106
619-222-4829  (h)
janatmar@sbcglobal .net

Andrea Martin
1434 Van Buren Avenue
St . Paul, MN  55104
651-659-0890  (h)
651-335-5566  (cell)
Amartin0890@mac .com

Paula Nelson
880 Rosecrans Street
San Diego, CA  92106-3043
619-523-9493  (h)
penretro@cox .net

Yvonne Perez-Collins
4816 Mt . La Platta Drive
San Diego, CA  92117
858-414-4560  (h)
envisionit@sbcglobal .net

Jim Rainer
5229 Sonora Drive
North Vancouver, BC  V7R 3V7
CANADA
604-985-2758  (h)
jrainer@shaw .ca

Camille A. Riner
24905 Mica Ridge Road
Custer, SD  57730
605-673-4650  (h)
criner@dakotaphoto .com

Ingrid P. Wicken
P .O . Box 273
Norco, CA  92860
951-735-5106  (h)
Ingrid@skilibrary .com

Robin Williams
7 Sweet Swan Lane
Santa Fe, NM  87508
505-438-8668  (h)
robin@theshakespearepapers .com
www .theshakespearepapers .com

Renewed Members: 

Kelly Houle
15454 E . Sycamore Drive
Fountain Hills, AZ  85268
602-316-0884  (h)

James F. Stitzinger
23800 Via Irana
Valencia, CA  91355
818-519-4419  (h)
661-294-9702  (f )
jstitz@pacbell .net
www .booksforlibraries .com

Richard Wong
226 N . Bush Street
Santa Ana, CA  92701
714-664-0253  (h)
richwongco@yahoo .com

Address Changeabouts:

Robert F. Orr Hanson
8300 Wyoming Blvd . NE
Albuquerque, NM  87113

Yaroslav N. Kostyuk
123, 3/1 Borisovski Proezd
Moscow, 115563, RUSSIA
(7-495) 390-3227  (h)
(7-985) 105-1270  (cell)
yaroslav@mtu .ru

Vladamir Markov
ul Lenina 9, Apt . 8
Dubna, Moscow Region
RUSSIA  141980

Email Changeabouts:

Suzanne Crowley
www .suzannecrowley .com

Paul Devenyi
pmdevenyi@rogers .com

Carolyn Killeen
Hydepark305@yahoo .com

Robert George Kirkpatrick
thegeokir@yahoo .co .uk

Diane Mallstrom
dmallstrom@hotmail .com

Paul Showalter
nolenandpaul@peoplepc .com

Web Page Changeabouts:

Pat Carlson
http://tinyurl .com/4kbws5

Michael Garbett
www .mgbook .co .uk

Telephone Changeabouts: 

Suzanne Crowley
817-421-2807  (h)

Lynne Kelly
360-793-2755

Robert George Kirkpatrick
01227 765829  (h)

Changeabouts
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More Micro Minis

 I realize that some people despise the tiny minis but other people like to hear more 
about them . After all, love them or hate them, they are all part of the mini book world . 
So here is information about a recently produced “Smallest Bible,” and a report of a 
“Smallest Koran” produced in 2004 which we recently heard about .
 Will this rush to the smallest ever end?

Smallest Bible ever: Scientists could fit more  
than one nano-Bible on the head of a pin

 Talk about the separation of science and 
religion . A group of Israeli scientists printed 
the entire text of the Hebrew Bible on to 
an area smaller than half a grain of sugar, no 
doubt enraging anti-science religious zealots 
and anti-religion scientific hard-liners alike . 
It took the nanotechnology experts from the 
Technion institute in Haifa an hour to etch 
the Torah’s 300,000 words by blasting gallium 
ions onto a tiny silicon surface .
 The scientists weren’t trying to make any specific statement about religion, but 
instead to draw attention to the capabilities of nanotechnology as a way of storing data .
 The Guinness Book of World Records current “smallest bible ever” is probably the 
wordier King James Version . However, since it’s fifty times larger this new one, we think 
it’s safe to say that nanotech will be the medium of all future “world’s smallest book” 
claims .

World’s Smallest Koran
 The smallest published Koran book 
measures 1 .7 cm × 1 .28 cm × 0 .72 cm (0 .66 
in × 0 .50 in × 0 .28 in) . It is published in an 
unabridged, bound version, in fine print 
Arabic and is 571 pages long .The book was 
published in Cairo in 1982 and is owned 
by Dr . Muhammad Saeed Karim Beebani 
of Pakistan .
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Meeting of the  
European Miniature Book Friends in Loket 

 The second meeting of the European miniature book 
friends was held from June 22 – 25, 2007 in Loket, Czech 
Republic . The first one was in 2001 in Berlin, Germany .
Jan and Jarmila Sobota, long-time members of MBS and 
master bookbinders were the hosts . 
 The main group of participants came from Germany 
since the miniature book society Freundeskreis Miniaturbuch 
Berlin arranged a bus tour from Berlin to Loket . Together 
with other participants from Germany, the Ukraine, Russia, 
Hungary and the Czech Republic about 50 people attended 

the meeting . 
 On Friday afternoon, the whole group met 
for a guided tour of the picturesque medieval 
town of Loket . The river Ohre flows on 2 sides 
of the town and many of the houses in Loket 
are clustered around the castle from the 12th 
century .
 After the sightseeing, we split up into 3 
groups to visit the different stations of our 
bookbinding afternoon .
 One station was the Galerie u Sobotú“, 
a small studio for framing, bookbinding and restoration run by Radek Sobota, one of 
Jan and Jarmilas sons . Here we were able to view the books that where recently shown at 
the National Museum in Prague, from the XII International Triennial of Design Book 
bindings, organized by the Society of Czech Bookbinders . There were no miniature books 
in this exhibition but it was a wonderful collection of beautiful modern bindings .  
 Another activity was Jan and Jarmila’s house and studio - J & J Sobota Book Arts 
Studio . Jan showed us some their exquisite book bindings . Sobotas really are experts in 
their field and can capture the essence of the book text in the binding .  Upstairs in their 
apartment, Jarmila and her sister served refreshments and had a selection of the book 
related gift items to view and buy . 
 Jan and Jarmila are masters of bookbinding and internationally renowned . Their work 
has been exhibited in many countries and they have both received many prizes . Their 
books are found in many public and private collections . The Sobotas lived in the United 
States from 1984 – 1997, where they operated their private school of Bookbinding and 
Restoration . Jan restored rare books at the Cleveland Health Sciences Library and later 
became Director of Conservation in the Bridwell Library of the Southern Methodist 
University, Dallas, Texas . Back home in the Czech Republic, they set up their bookbinding 
studio and school in Loket . If you want to learn how to bind books or improve your 
bookbinding skills, a workshop in their studio can be taken for one week or several months . 
Jan developed a new technique in book binding, the “two or three coverboard structure” 
and it can be learned in one of their workshops . Besides book binding, Jarmila specializes in 
decorative papermaking and is also known for her unique dramatic book-paintings . 
 Both Jan and Jarmila create original and unusual book objects and miniature books 

are a small but successful part of their work . They have won the MBS Distinguished Book 
Awards in 1991 (Song of Songs), 2004 (Christmas Carol), 2005 (The Cask of Amontillado) 
and 2006 (The Hound of the Baskervilles) .
 When Mel Kavin asked bookbinders to bind his miniature book You can judge a book 
by it’s cover, both Sobotas had completely different approaches as shown here:
 For more details and many examples of their 
books, visit their website:  
http://www .jsobota .cz .
 Another highlight of our meeting in Loket 
was the Museum of Design Bindings . This 
Museum opened 2001, also initiated by the 
Sobotas . Their popularity among bookbinders 
from all over the world helped to obtain 90 % 
of its exhibits in form of donations . It was first housed 
in Black Tower at the Castle but has now moved to the 
Town Hall .  The exhibition “Bookbinding throughout the 
Ages” shows a fantastic display of bookbinding, most of 
them from the 20th century but there are also facsimiles 
of old books . Part of the exhibition is a small bookbinding 
workshop from the end of the 19th and beginning of the 
20th century . The workshop is fully functioning with all 
of the necessary machines and tools . They used to have 
demonstrations in this workshop, but the Town Hall was 
under restoration, so the bookbinding museum was officially closed but Jarmila managed to 
obtain a special permission for us to see the exhibition . There are several miniature books in 
the exhibition: DESATERO (10 Commandments) by Jan and Jarmila Sobota, YOU CAN 
JUDGE A BOOK BY ITS COVER, by Tina Mirua,  VICTORIAN SIGNATURES by 
Gabrielle Fox, MANUSCRIPT by Jan Vrtílek, THE BRONTE BALLET BOOK by Jan 
Sobota, jr ., MISTLETOE by Maryline Poole Adams .
 After these exciting events, everyone met at the hotel Ferdinand for a slide show of the 
large and small books made by Jan and Jarmila .  Jan’s apple-shaped book and the binding 
for Neale Alberts Crazy House and one of the newest creations from J&J, The Raven were 
especially stunning examples . 
 The book fair in Loket was held on Saturday afternoon with book sellers and book 
binders from Germany, Russia, the Ukraine, Hungary and the Czech Republic . A new 
bookbinder from Germany – “Plauener Miniaturbuecher” - showed her miniature books 
for the first time . Most of the sellers were from Germany, collectors who offered their 
duplicates for trade or sale, the owner of the miniature book store “minilibris”, delegations 
from our sister societies in Stuttgart and Leipzig, and a book binder with old and new 
books from his workshop . I offered a variety of miniature books from England, the States, 
Hungary and Germany as well as the new book on miniature books by Julian Edison and 
Anne Bromer . 
 The meeting was an excellent venue for collectors and bookmakers who only know 
each other through mails and phone calls to meet in person . We would have liked to have 
more people from other countries at our meeting but although many were interested, the 
time and place was not right for them . 
 There rest of the one and a half days in Loket was spent with individual sightseeing 
(castle, town wall, surrounding forests) and a trip to the cloister in Tepla, where they have 

Angelika and Jan

Loket Castle

You Can Judge A Book By Its Cover  
binding by Jan Sobota

You Can Judge A Book By Its Cover  
binding by Jarmila Sobota
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AUCTION ACTION ACTIVITIES

 Miniature books continue to be 
offered at auctions . Some recent ones in 
the USA and the UK:

1) Christies, London, South Kensington, 
Octrober 25, 2007 . Over 50 lots of 
mostly European books were sold at 
prices generally within the estimates . 
Some items, with approximate dollar 
equivalents realized: 
 a . Lot 119: 

The Bible in 
Miniature…
London: J . 
Harris 1778 . 
(Welsh 1010); 
$900 .

 b . Lot 120: The 
Book of Common 
Prayer… London: 
William Clowes, 
c . 1880 . Dos-
a-dos binding: 
$1,000 .

 c . Lot 25: London 
Almanac…, 
1780 . 
(Spielmann 
311A): $550 .

 d . Lot 143:  Bijou 
Illustrations 
of the United 
States. London: 
Rock Brothers . ., 
c . 1850 . (Welsh 
1277): $1,000 .

 e . Lot 145:  Bijou 
Picture of Paris. 
London: Rock 
& Co…, c . 1850 
(Welsh 1283): 
$450 .

 f . Lot 148: 
Das Buch der 
Bruderlichen 
Bestraffung… 
1740 . (Welsh 
1494): $1,600 .

 g . Lot 160: 
London 
Almanack… 
1805 
(Welsh 
4603): 
$800 .

2) Swann Galleries, New York, 
November 29, 2007 .
 A rare miniature magazine by 
Bernhardt Wall, The Etcht Miniature 
Magazine, lot 153, was sold .  Twelve 
issues, complete, each 
measuring 1 ¾ x 1 
¼ inches, with 386 
miniature etchings, 
were published in 
1948 . This issue was 
number 24 of 60 sets, 
signed by Wall, and 
ex-collection of Jean 
Hersholt with his 
bookplate . Wall states in the prospectus: 
"… The subject matter will be about well-
known personages, bits of text, and spots 
where history was made…"

a the beautiful library .  One evening was spent in the beer cellar of Hotel Ferdinand, where 
they brew their own beer and another one at the Castle restaurant . After one or two beers 
even language barriers can be overcome!
 The last event of the meeting was an optional tour of Karlovy Vary, a lovely spa city 
near Loket, on Sunday morning . 
 Angelika Jaeck from Germany

An Excess Of Exhibitions?

 Quite a number of miniature book exhibitions have appeared recently, or are scheduled 
to appear . We report on those known to me as we go to press . No doubt there are others 
which we would like to learn about .

1) An exhibition of Neale Albert’s miniature designer bindings will be held in the Historic 
Reading room of the John Rylands Library in Manchester, England, from June 4 to Oc-
tober 18, 2008 . The Rylands Library specializes in designer and fine bindings, and had 
asked Neale to exhibit the books that had been on display at the Grolier Club in New 
York in 2006 .

2)  An ongoing exhibit of your editor’s miniature books, as we go to press, which began 
March 17 is continuing until June 6 at the Olin Library of Washington University in St . 
Louis . This display of about 200 volumes is a smaller version of the exhibit at the Grolier 
Club last year .

3)  Four different venues in Rhode Island exhibited miniature books during April and May . 
The Rhode Island Center for the Book held events at the Providence Public Library, 
where Anne Bromer gave an illustrated lecture,  The Rhode Island School of Design, 
North Kingstown Free Library and the University of Rhode Island Library in Provi-
dence . The events were collectively titled: Tiny State: Tiny Books: Miniature Books in 
Rhode Island .

4)  An exhibition of around 1,000 miniature books took place from February 15 to March 
15 in the library of Castilla in Toledo, Spain . Books from the fifteenth century to the 
present of a wide variety of bindings (silver, ivory, leather, wood, parchment for example) 
and languages (Coptic, Latin, Russian, Chinese, French, English, and Spanish, among 
others)  were displayed . Included were 22 small editions of Don Quixote as well as other 
Spanish volumes .

5)  An exhibition of 300 new miniature books by young artists was held in Tokyo in Sep-
tember of 2007 . A separate article goes into detail .

6)  Kathy King reports that the MBS traveling exhibit is just down the road from her in Co-
lumbus, Ohio .  It is being hosted by European Papers from April 26 to July 26 .  Janet and 
Kathy King attended an opening reception for the exhibit on April 26 .  Along with the 
books from the MBS exhibit, local members Nancy Fiumera and Lisa Ohmer displayed 
many miniature books from their collections .  Also during the month of July, Janet and 
Kathy will have a miniature book display at the local library in Delaware, OH .



20  |  Miniature Book News June 2008

3) PBA Galleries, San Francisco, January 
10, 2008 . Over thirty lots with over 100 
mostly modern American volumes were 
offered,
 Lot 313 had 7 silver book covers, 
various places and dates, with some 
scratching and some edge wear to leather 
edges, but overall good or better, realized 
$748 .
 Lot 318,A complete set of Eben 
Francis Thompson's The Rose Garden 
of Omar Khayyam, with 7 items in its 
original box, Worcester, MA: 1932-33 
realized $748 .

AUCTION ACTION ACTIVITIES

4) PBA Galleries, San Francisco, March 
20, 2008, included nearly 30 lots of 
additional books from the collection of 
the late Diane Peterson .

5) Swann Galleries, New York, April 24, 
2008 had a nice copy of the Holy Bible 
by David Bryce, c . 1911 chained to its 
miniature wooden lectern, lot 199, which 
sold for $650 .

 

World Leaders and Miniature Books
 
 World leaders have been photographed in past issues of MBN looking at miniature 
books with fascination . Our own Rev . Joseph Curran was shown in the October, 
2002 MBN presenting miniature books to Pope John Paul II at the Vatican in 1995 . 
French President Jacques Chirac and Chancellor Gerhard Schroder of Germany were 
photographed with a miniature book on the inauguration of the 2001 Paris Book 
Exhibition .
 In 2006 Heinz Wartelsteiner, brother of Martin Wartelsteiner, principals of the 
Leipzig miniature book publisher Miniaturbuchverlag, presented one of their new 
productions to Pope Benedict XVI .
 Here is the photograph of the 
presentation together with a part of what 
Martin wrote to me about it .
 
 The picture was taken in Rome last 
November . The Pope is receiving the first 
copy of a miniature book title, called the 
First Encyclica of Pope Benedict XVI.: Deus 
caritas est (God is the Love)" . The text is 
German and Latin, and it is the worldwide 
only miniature edition and of course also 
authorized by the Vatican . . . We sent in this particular title, together with a second one, 
to participate in the MBS 2006 miniature book competition, by the way .

Miniature Book Society Newsletter
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and about 50 people made their own 
miniature books . A selling corner was set 
up in the corner of the gallery, and some of 
the displayed books were available for $1 
to $140 . More than 200 miniature books 
were sold with 2000 visitors and total 
sales were $3,200 . Definitely it was a tiny 
success and heated up the boom . Setagaya 
Arts Foundation hopes to exhibit the same 
kind of miniature books next year .
 Miyako Akai

 About the author :
Miyako Akai lives in Japan. During 
studying architecture she wrote 
novels. From 2002 she started 
making books of her own. When 
she made books of short stories, 
they were getting smaller in the 
course of time, and then they 
became miniature books. In 2006 
for the first application to MBS, she 
won the Distinguished Book Award, 
and won again in 2007.

Japanese Miniature Books Made by the Young
Displayed at a Public Exhibition

(September 21st to 30th 2007)

 Japanese young generation exhibited 
300 new handmade miniature books 
in a center of Tokyo . Setagaya Arts 
Foundation, a section of City of Setagaya  
organized this exhibition in a public space . 
The gallery is in a landmark tower just 
one-minute walk from a railway station . 
Near-by are a City office branch and a 
public theatre .
 In Japan, handmade miniature books 
have become a small boom particularly 
among women in their 20-30 years . In 
recent years, several how-to-make books  
have been published, with flea market 
and group exhibitions being held in many 
places . Newspapers and magazines support 
this small boom . Of course, top news is 
that Caged made by Miyako Akai and 
Takayuki Nakamura won the 2006 MBS 
Award for the first time as Japanese, and 
it encourages many miniature book lovers 
in Japan . With these movements, Setagaya 
Arts Foundation held a Miniature Book 
Exhibition . 27 budding artists including 
Miyako Akai and Takayuki Nakamura 
displayed their handmade miniature 
books; most contents consisted of their 
original texts and pictures, not miniature 
copies of famous literature .
 The gallery of the exhibition was only 
50 square meters, but large enough for the 
miniature book display! At the entrance, 
7 panels were hung that helped the 
understanding of miniature books, which 
were History of Miniature Books, Miniature 
to the Moon and The Smallest Books Now 

-Nanobook etc . Miyako Akai translated 
selected chapters from Miniature Books: 
4000 years of Tiny Treasures and Miniature 
Book News, July 2007.
 In the center of the room, Caged was 
displayed in a glass case with the award . 
For a close look of the small object, people 
bent down to observe it keenly .
 Against the wall, 27 of 28cm squared-
boxes were piled up . In each box, artists 
put in their own miniature books in 
their own way . For example, a box was 
beautifully decorated with a scroll picture, 
flower arrangement and miniature books 
of Japanese traditional binding . In some 
boxes people found the books in bottles or 
drawers . From there they could freely pick 
the books up and have a look . 
 The display of the boxes made an 
appeal for stopping people who went 
to the service counter or the theatre . 
Children were excited to have the first 
contact to the miniature world, elder 
people enjoyed new miniature books with 
nostalgia by fresh artists . Some started to 
read, some sat down like in a library . Yes, 
a miniature book library! Short stories, 
Haiku, illustrated books, photo albums, 
books of travel, almanacs, and so on . Some 
artists had good skill of binding and gold-
stamping, some artists made their books 
for the first time . However, the books were 
interesting to read .
 During the 10-day period, one of the 
major newspapers reported the exhibition . 
Workshops were held 6 times by 4 artists, 

Display setting for miniature books
Miyako Akai (right) and an organizer, Takashi Sakai

An example of the display of boxes:  
Bottles

An example of the display of boxes:  
Japanese traditional style



Vladmira Kubickova checking out the assortment of 
miniature books on display .

Vladimir Markov

David Wice, Dr . Richard Childs, Leila Wice

As usual, minibibliophiles 
 are looking down!


