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President’s Report to MBS  
 This is your new captain speaking!
 Writing for this report began on the airplane back from a very full and active 
Twenty-Fifth Conclave.  More on the Seattle Conclave elsewhere in this issue. 
 Briefly we had some 75 attendees from the USA and several other countries.  
The Board met on Friday to receive a financial report and discuss several issues.  
These matters, including future Conclave locations, whether and how to continue 
the traveling library, were brought up for discussion at the membership meeting on 
Saturday.
 On Friday afternoon Sandra Kroupa, rare book and special collections curator 
at the University of Washington Library, hosted a large group of members with 
an interesting talk and display of beautiful books.  On Saturday afternoon Artist/
Designer Michael Jacobs gave an enthusiastic talk about his “Evolution of A 
Miniature Book Artist”, with interesting photo slides.  On Saturday evening, Father 
Joseph Curran used his wit and wisdom to wheedle bidders out of $3,700 at the 
annual auction!
 At The Seattle Antiquarian Book Fair, held on Saturday and Sunday, our 
traveling library, reinvigorated by Edward Hoyenski, was on prominent display.  The 
splendid MBS exhibition and competition catalogues, produced by Neale Albert, 
were available for interested visitors.
 Seattle is a very energetic city and members found time to visit the new ultra 
modern, still controversial downtown Public Library, designed by Rem Koolhaus, 
the world-class outdoor Sculpture Park, and of course the top attraction:  the Pike 
Place Market where the fish vendors throw salmon and king crabs back and forth.  
Surprisingly the weather was perfect, without any of the rain that we had been 
cautioned about.
 Many members contributed to this successful Conclave. Special thanks are due 
Lynne Kelly.  Since I began as sole host but had never been to Seattle, Lynne, who 
lives outside Seattle, volunteered as co-host.  Her untiring dedication to help make 
the arrangements proved invaluable.
 We wish to thank Eileen Cummings for her two years as MBS president, served 
under difficult personal circumstances.  We also wish to thank Neale Albert, Stephen 
Bryne and Phil Morrison for their service on the Board.  Coming onto the Board are 
Peter Thomas as Vice-President and Kimberly Molitor and Jill Timm as members at 
large.
 Special recognition should be accorded Neale for his nine year MBS tenure 
that included one year as Secretary and 4 years as President. Neale has also been 
very generous in making several personal contributions to the MBS which include 
donating the proceeds from the sales of his book on designer bindings.  After 
producing the splendid exhibition and competition catalogue this year, he has 
graciously offered to continue doing this job.
 At the Board and membership meetings we discussed future Conclave locations 
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Editor’s Note
 Another successful Conclave and many people to thank.  Julian Edison and 
Lynne Kelly did the bulk of the preparation—right down to the dahlias on the 
banquet tables!  But many people put in time and effort to see that everything went 
well, from our speakers and auction workers to the cheery people at the Seattle 
Antiquarian Book Fair who were not only willing to talk about their materials, but 
the best ways to get around the area.  Now we can look forward to San Diego and 
the promised 70 degree weather.  And remember—Conclave organizers always need 
volunteers.
 A personal thank-you to all the people who sent material for use in the 
Newsletter.  I am still working my way through much of it, but I am truly grateful—
we have material for several issues! 
 Joan Boring

and how much the miniature book world has changed.  The principle printers and 
publishers of yesterday, St. Onge, Black Cat, Schori, Dawson, and Hillside, for 
example, are gone.  Several large collections have been given to institutions.  While 
there are many collectors around the globe today, not all who are members of the 
MBS, it would be almost impossible to put together a comprehensive collection 
even if someone wanted to.  Antiquarian material is much scarcer today and costs 
more.  The scene has shifted from printed books to contemporary books as art and 
object.
 Michael Garbett, nominating committee chair, asked if I would serve as the 
next president and I said yes (if so voted), but only for one year. The MBS is in 
excellent shape with experienced chairs of our committees.  Finances are also in fine 
condition.  But with all the changes we are facing, we need to find younger, more 
energetic leadership who can step in to head the Society to move it forward.
 Julian I. Edison

Seattle Conclave 2007
Peter Thomas report on the MBS visit to University of Washington Libraries:

 After a pleasant stroll though the grand gothic entry of the Suzzallo Library, past a 
rotunda filled with a display of decorative cloth bindings, our group was taken into the 
secret depths of the south Allen addition, to the special collections department, where 
librarian Sandra Kroupa, Book Arts and Rare Book Curator, was waiting to receive us.  
She had several tables filled with miniature books set out for us to view.  But before we 
were turned loose to look at the books Sandra gave a talk about the collection and the 
books we would soon be seeing. 
 She began by saying she had been at the library for almost 40 years, but never before 
had looked at the collection purely from the aspect of size.  She went on to tease us, 
showing a simple brown leather bound book. It was a beautiful miniature calligraphic 
manuscript book, on vellum, from 1902.  It seemed slightly larger than miniature, and 
she told us it measured more than 3 inches, so she could not show it to us, as it was too 
large.  “In fact,” she said, “I have a whole library truck sitting here, full of books that are 
all slightly over three inches, and so I guess I cannot show them to you either.”
 She continued to tell us that many of the miniature books in her collection arrived 
there by accident. An example was a Running Press book, Air Mail Postage Stamps, that 
some one in the library had ordered expecting a “real book”. 
 After this humorous beginning, she then turned to showing and describing some 
of the older miniature books in the collection, first was a thirteenth century manuscript 
book.  The book was not under three inches when it was made, but because it had been 
rebound, probably several times, each binder trimming the edges of the book, it had 
shrunk and shrunk, and now was under three inches.
 She showed us some others, a thumb bible, and a scrolling alphabet book that was 
housed in a wooden barrel. As a way of complementing the large show of decorated cloth 
bindings we had seen in the library rotunda, she showed us a miniature of that genre, 
explaining that often these books have no publication date, but that by a knowledge of 
the kinds of fabrics used and the styles of stamping used one could often date them to the 
decade.
 Sandra then went on to describe her appreciation for the skills of the modern book 
artist, calligraphy, letterpress printing, papermaking, hand bookbinding, and of her 
passion for the books made by these artists. She then showed examples of books she had 
purchased for the collection. 
 She began with Carol Blinn’s first Once upon a Time book, from what is now a series 
of nine books.  The text was a humorous story written about her pet ducks. Then she 
showed the work of other modern book artists including Julie Chen’s Bon bon mots, 
Alisa Golden’s Jacob’s Ladder book Fly on a Ladder, Genie Shenk’s one of a kind Dreams 
2002. Sandra told us of her interest in understanding the artist’s intent: what were they 
thinking and planning as they created the work, finding out who the person was that 
made the book and who they made it for, or as she put it, “finding out whose hand the 
book fits.”

Next, we go to the UCSD Geisel Library in La Jolla, to see their collection of miniature 
books supplemented by a private collection to be announced in the next Newsletter.  The 
Geisel Library houses the world’s largest collection of Dr. Seuss (Theodor Geisel) 
original sketches and verses, and a small portion of that fascinating collection will be on 
display also.  We will be having a gourmet boxed lunch in the Seuss Room.  Incidentally, 
the super-modern Geisel Library was featured in the cult classic film “The Attack of the 
Killer Tomatoes”, plus the TV shows “Star Trek” and “Mission Impossible”. 

The Copley Library Reading Room, USD                   The Geisel Library, UCSD                        

After lunch, the bus will take us to The Athenaeum, San Diego’s oldest cultural 
institution.  It is a privately funded membership library devoted exclusively to art and 
music, and it is in the heart of the charming village of La Jolla.  We will be seeing 
Miniature Books Made by Artists, accompanied by a talk by Erika Torri, the 
Athenaeum’s director.  She will discuss thei r vast collection of over 1,500 artist’s books, 
focusing on miniature books by California artists, and she’ll touch on the history of the 
library and its historic Moorish building. 

The rest of the afternoon is free to explore La Jolla.  There are many interesting things to 
see within an easy walking distance.  We will return to the hotel by 4:00 pm. 

Keepsakes:  Edward Hoyenski is accepting keepsakes. A keepsake can be almost 
anything – a miniature book, calendar, bookmark – anything relating to miniature books. 
Please send 100-125 copies of your keepsake to:  Edward Hoyenski, Rare Book Room, 
UNT Libraries, P O Box 305190, Denton TX  76203.

Karen Nyman, Conclave Host 

P.S. More Conclave details and regi stration form in the July issue! 

COLLECTOR’S SHOWCASE 

Would you like to participate in the Collector’s Showcase, an exhibit of miniature books 

submitted by MBS collectors, at the University of San Diego?  You must be a registered 

attendee of the Conclave to submit books for exhibition.  Books must be received by 

August 12.  They will be on display at the USD library from August 15- September 15.   If 

you have an interest in displaying a portion of your collection, contact Karen Nyman to 

discuss the details.  Email her at karennyman@cox.net or call her at 619-226-4441.
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 She then showed the work of local Northwest book artists, beginning with several 
books by Anne Bingham, including her Complete Illustrated Shakespeare in one   volume, 
the work of Catherine Michaelis’s May Day Press, Mare Blocker’s Animal Facts, with 
postage stamp looking illustrations that Mare made herself, tipped into the book. She 
showed several books by Elsi Vassdal Ellis, including her The Ghosties & Ghoulies & 
Things That Go Bump in the Night ABC, which was chosen as a distinguished book when 
entered in the MBS competition and exhibition.
 She closed the presentation saying that she does not see that it is her job to try to 
define the words book or book arts, or miniature book for that matter. Her job is to 
show her patrons all the things that might be considered books then let them as viewer 
decide. 
 Finally she set us free to look at the books.  They were placed on tables and we 
were invited to pick them up as we looked at them.  And as we viewed, we took that 
opportunity to decide, and by we, I mean the royal we.  And what I decided was that all 
the books were interesting for one reason or another, and we were all going to go away 
from that visit a bit richer for the wonderful experience we had with the miniature books 
in the collection at the University of Washington Libraries.

Membership Meeting
 The meeting brought a few surprises, including the announcement that Frank 
Anderson was very much alive.  Since attendees had not yet seen our October issue, 
they did not know that Frank had been referred to as deceased!  Unfortunately those 
at home had seen the statement and many were upset by the thought of their friend’s 
demise.  Apologies were made, and continue to be made, all round, especially to Frank 
and Jeanette.
 On a really odd note, the Lilly Library in Bloomington, Indiana, cannot locate the 
MBS archives that were lodged with them.  They are looking but, as was pointed out, we 
gave them money early on for the maintenance of the material, but did not continue the 
supporting funds.
 The MBS Traveling Exhibit has been refurbished, courtesy of Edward Hoyenski.  
It sustained some damage during the New Orleans sojourn when Hurricane Katrina 
trapped it for an extended period.  It has been cleaned and downsized to lower shipping 
costs and to help avoid future damage.  Ed was presented with a plaque of appreciation 
for all of his work.
 Karen Nyman presented details about the 2008 Conclave in San Diego, CA, which 
will focus on the collector.  (See p. 10) This led to a discussion of future sites.  Members 
voted on any they would be likely to attend.  The possibilities included Lexington, KY, 
35 votes; Minneapolis, MN, 29; Deauville, France, 23; the Czech Republic (no city 
specified) 19; Kiev, Ukraine,16.  Members recognized the fact that the majority present 
were from North America, so a different continent would provide a better opportunity 
for members in Europe and Asia to attend.
 The Board voted Ian and Helen MacDonald lifetime memberships for all their work 
for MBS, including hosting the Glasgow Conclave and establishing the Glasgow Cup.

 The Board decided to switch publication of the MBS Newsletter to three times per 
year with color covers and a standard 24 pages.
 Members had their afternoon free to visit the Seattle Antiquarian Book Fair & Book 
Arts Show at the Seattle Center Pavilion.  There was a wonderful variety to the dealers 
on hand, with materials ranging from true ephemera like sewing patterns to magnificent 
rarities that included a selection of books with foredge paintings.  Edward Hoyenski had 
set up the MBS Traveling Exhibit to introduce attendees to modern miniature books, 
while Bromer Booksellers presented a range of miniatures that started with truly old and 
rare examples.  Vamp & Tramp Booksellers were across the aisle from the MBS exhibit 
and had work from Ed Hutchins and Shoestring Press among their wares.
 Late afternoon brought Michael Jacob’s 40-slide presentation of his life: “Growing 
Smaller: the Evolution of a Miniature Book Artist.”  Jacobs progressed from leather 
work to hair styling to papier maché sculptures and dimensional graphics to creating 
the world’s largest photo album for the 1990 Kodak Goodwill Games.  By 1993 he had 
moved on to books, most of them interactive.  He now teaches classes on making mini-
books and books in boxes, as well as writing instructional manuals like Cards That Pop-
Up, Flip & Slide and Books Unbound.  He closed with his definition of what is minimally 
required for an item to be called a book: “a tiny, intimate handheld object that reveals 
information over time.”
The silent auction generated $909.50. Highlights included:
 • Queen Mab from Romeo and Juliet – $105                                                                                                                    
 • ABCs for Book Lovers – $50
 • Bats: Myths and Misconceptions – $55
 • Abraham Lincoln’s Last Full Measure of Devotion – $40
 • Emperor Kang Xi – $45
 • King Tut.  Barbara Raheb – $100
 • Little Boy.  Black Cat Press – $50
 • Kordeh Avista (holy prayer book) – $65
Highlights of the regular auction included:
 • The Neale Albert Collection of Miniature Designer Bindings, 2006 – $45
 • Englebreit, Mary.  2 untitled books.  Ash Ranch Press, 1990 – $40 & $45
 • Weber, Francis J.  Up 65 Years to Larchmont.  Dawsons Book Shop, 1970 – $50
 • Mount, Robert.  Scrimshaw History.  Tabula Rasa Press, 1986 – $45
 • Byron, George Gordon.  Stanzas Composed during a Thunderstorm, 2 vol.   Dubna 

Phoenix, 1996 – $60
 • Bingham, Rebecca.  Alphabet Salmagundi.  Rebecca Press, 1988 – $45
 • Jacobs, Michael.  Galileo: a Telescopic View.  Michael Jacobs, 2007 – $65
 • Cervantes.  1)  A Hundred Proverbs from Don Quixote.  2) El Ingenioso Hidalgo 

Don Quixote.  Garcia de Fuentes Press, 2005 – $85 the pair
 • Bromer, Anne C. & Julian I. Edison.  Miniature Books, 4000 Years of Tiny Treasures.  

Abrams, 2007.  (Miniature versions) – $100 & $130  
 • Edison, Julian I.  A Miniature Lesson in the History of the Book.  Howard University, 

2005 – $40
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 In addition to the usual donations, there were collections of reference materials, 
correspondence and ephemera left to the MBS by the late James DeLancey.  These were 
auctioned after the books.
 Sunday brought the annual Book Market—morning for members, afternoon for the 
public.
 The banquet offered two special guest speakers, Anne Bromer and Julian Edison, 
our resident Minbibliomaniacs according to the caps they wore. Caroline Lindemann’s 
writeup on their talk follows this report.

Awards are certainly one of the highlights of the evening and this year’s winners were:
 • Special President’s Award to Caroline Lindemann as a celebration of 25 years of  
    Conclaves
    • Anderson-Yarnell Award to Jill Timm
 • Norman Forgue Award to Maryline Poole Adams
 • Glasgow Cup to Julian Edison
This year’s Distinguished Book Award Winners:
 • Miyako Akai for Dancing on the Cloud
 • Jan Kellett for Qualicum Blue
 • Neale M. Albert for Ithaka 

Talks by Julian Edison and Anne Bromer at the Miniature Book Society Conclave 
XXV, Seattle, WA, 14 October 2007 from notes by Caroline Y. Lindemann

 Julian Edison’s interest in miniature books began when, on their first wedding 
anniversary his wife, Hope, gave him a nine volume set of the Pickering Shakespeares. In 
1964 he met Ruth Adomeit who told him the Spielmann collection was coming up for 
auction in July at Sotheby’s in London. The collection had been put together by Louis 
Bondy for Percy Edwin Spielmann, and Julian bought it in toto.
 Julian then started his newsletter,  Miniature Book News, based on James Henderson’s 
1920s Newsletter of the 64mos. He had contact with Anne Bromer from whom he bought 
books and with whom he exchanged information. Mr. Bondy’s Miniature Books was 
published in 1981, and as time went on Julian felt another one was needed to educate 
the public. In 2000 he became a member of the Grolier Club in New York City which 
encouraged him to mount an exhibition of miniature books. 
 Anne Bromer was introduced to miniature books about thirty-five or forty years 
ago by Sam Murray of Wilbraham, Massachusetts. Mr. Murray had acquired a tool chest 
from Dayton, Ohio, that was filled with miniature books. He showed them to Anne for 
whom it was an epiphany moment. She bought them all, then bought the tool chest from 
Rabbi Kalman Levitan upon purchasing his miniature book collection.
 Anne met Robert E. Massmann, a retired librarian from New Britain, Connecticut, 
publisher of REM Miniatures, and found him a great source of bibliophilic information. 
Then Frank Anderson of Kitemaug Press in Spartanburg, South Carolina, introduced 
Anne and her husband, David, to the famous collector, Irene Winterstein of Zollikon 

near Zurich, Switzerland. They visited her often until her death in 1999. From 1977 
to 1989 Anne published 14 books under the Bromer Booksellers imprint (including 
Twelve of Hearts in 1982, and two other manuscript books). She also issued Miniature 
Books Deserve More Respect in 1985.
 In 1999 Julian suggested that he and Anne co-author a new book. The result was 
Miniature Books - 4000 Years of Tiny Treasures, a volume that would be a scholarly 
reference text as well as a large and luxurious coffee table book. They secured Harry 
Abrams, Inc. who agreed to publish the book in association with the Grolier Club. Julian 
and Anne wanted to tell stories, not just produce a Bondy update. The book is divided 
into nine chapters covering various kinds of miniature books. Stanley Marcus of Dallas, 
Texas, the famous head of Neiman Marcus and a collector and publisher of Somesuch 
Press miniature books, had bought many volumes from Bromer Booksellers.   Mr. Marcus, 
who was then over ninety years old, wrote the Preface. He died in 2002, and the book is 
dedicated to him. Steve Adams of St. Louis was the photographer, and almost all of the 
book’s photographs are reproduced in actual size.
 In conjunction with the publication of their book there have been two miniature 
book exhibitions, one at the Boston Public Library with books from Bromer Booksellers, 
the Library, and Julian Edison, and one at the Grolier Club with a large number of books 
mostly from Julian’s collection. Articles have appeared in the Boston Globe, the New York 
Times and in publications all over the world, as well as features on various TV and radio 
shows. Julian and Anne have been surprised by the reception and are very grateful. They 
feel they have made a tiny contribution to the world’s culture.

IN MEMORIUM 

Founding Member Marion “Marnie” Montgomery Flook 1924-2007

 Avid miniature book collector Marnie Flook succumbed to a stroke on October 27, 
2007.  
 Having graduated from Radcliffe College with a degree in Biology,  Marnie specialized 
in rock gardens and alpine flowers.  She served on the Board of  Trustees of Longwood 
Gardens and for 20 years as archivist for The North American Rock Garden Society.  
She taught college courses and gave lectures around the world on rock gardening.  Her 
publications include the 1997 book The History of Rock Gardening in North America.
 She met her husband Bill through her interest in jazz and opera, and together they 
toured the world photographing plants in remote areas.
 The Marnie Flook Miniature Book Collection of over 2000 volumes is now 
housed at the University of Delaware’s Special Collections.
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GRAND CONCLAVE XXVI 
 

September 12-14, 2008 
San Diego, California  

Conclave XXVI will be held from Friday, September 12, through Sunday, September 14, 
at the Island Palms Hotel and Marina, in San Diego.  I have also scheduled optional pre-
Conclave and post-Conclave events so plan now to extend your stay and take advantage 
of all that has been planned especially for you. 

The Island Palms Hotel and Marina is a tropical paradise on Shelter Island.  Please 
note that Shelter Island is not really an island – it is actually a one-mile long strip of land 
that was built to create a marina for boats and yachts.  It is just 3 miles from the airport 
and 4 miles from downtown. 

Our deeply discounted group rate is $125/night for a standard single or double room.  
Triple and quad occupancies are available.  There are also several suite options available.  
All group rates have been extended for 3 days before & 3 days after our event. Be sure to 
identify yourself as a member of the Miniature Book Society.  Reservations must be 
made by August 12 to be eligible for the special group rates.  It is not too soon to book 
your room!  For best available view rooms, you must book early by calling the Island 
Palms at 619-222-0561 or 800-345-9995.   Overseas members should book their rooms 
by going to the hotel’s website www.islandpalms.com.  Our group code is GBOOK. 

Hotel amenities include free airport shuttle, free parking, 2 swimming pools and 2 spas, 
a fitness center, free bicycle rental, free high-speed wireless internet access, refrigerator, 
coffee & tea makers, hair dryer, cable TV with free HBO, iron and ironing board. 

CONCLAVE REGISTRATION 

Registration and library tour fees will be determined by July, when you receive the next 
issue of this Newsletter.  Three breakfasts and 3 dinners are included in the registration 
fee.  I am committed to making this 25th Anniversary Conclave as affordable as possible. 

PRE-CONCLAVE

All early arrivers are invited to my home for a Wine and Cheese Reception on Thursday 
evening, followed by dinner (at your own expense) at the San Diego Yacht Club, a 
beautiful venue right on San Diego Bay, walking distance from my home and our hotel. 

CONCLAVE

Friday:  This will be a relaxed day to allow attendees to check in, register, and mix and 
mingle.  The Board Meeting will be from 10 am to noon.  Registration is in the afternoon.  
We hope to have a casual reception poolside before dinner.  Dinner will be a Polynesian 
Luau Buffet followed by the Book Swap and Meet the Press. 

The Book Swap will be a more structured affair this year giving collectors an 
opportunity to swap their St. Onge, Raheb, Black Cat, Schori, and Dawson publications, 
in particular.  Meet the Press is designed to give our collectors an opportunity to meet 

our publishers.  All MBS publishers are invited to meet the people who buy their books 
and sign copies of their books that collectors bring.

Saturday:  Four Workshops and Presentations will follow Saturday morning’s 
breakfast and MBS annual membership meeting.  Patrice Baldwin is doing a workshop 
entitled “Leparello Variations” (variations on the accordion structure); Margit Smith is 
giving a PowerPoint presentation on “The Preservation of Books” (storage issues, 
damage, repair, etc.); Caroline Lindemann is preparing a talk on book collecting; and 
book artist Yvonne Perez-Collins is doing a workshop entitled “Tiny Writing for Non-
Calligraphers”.   Each program will run consecutively, for about 45 minutes each. 

Saturday evening’s dinner will be a Mexican Fiesta Buffet followed by the 
MBS Auction and Silent Auction.  Father Joe Curran has graciously agreed to officiate.   

Sunday:  The Book Fair will follow Sunday morning’s buffet breakfast, for members 
only in the morning, and open to the public in the afternoon.  Box lunches will be 
available for dealers only.  Sunday evening’s Awards Banquet will start with a cash bar 
cocktail hour and sit-down dinner.  Michael Garbett is our dynamic guest speaker! 

POST-CONCLAVE

For Monday, an exciting tour is planned visiting 3 unique and architecturally beautiful 
libraries.  First we’re going to the University of San Diego’s Copley Library for 
Collector’s Showcase, an exhibit of miniature books submitted by MBS collectors.  I am 
inviting our conclave-registered  members to mail me their favorite or most interesting 
miniature books to be showcased there.  The library is providing locked display cases for 
our use. If you have an interest in displaying a portion of your collection, contact Karen 
Nyman soon to discuss the details.  Email her at karennyman@cox.net or call her at 619-
226-4441.  Books must be received by August 12 and will be displayed for one month. 

Next, we go to the UCSD Geisel Library in La Jolla, to see their collection of miniature 
books supplemented by a private collection to be announced in the next Newsletter.  The 
Geisel Library houses the world’s largest collection of Dr. Seuss (Theodor Geisel) 
original sketches and verses, and a small portion of that fascinating collection will be on 
display also.  We will be having a gourmet boxed lunch in the Seuss Room.  Incidentally, 
the super-modern Geisel Library was featured in the cult classic film “The Attack of the 
Killer Tomatoes”, plus the TV shows “Star Trek” and “Mission Impossible”. 

After lunch, the bus will take us to The Athenaeum, San Diego’s oldest cultural 
institution.  It is a privately funded membership library devoted exclusively to art and 
music, and it is in the heart of the charming village of La Jolla.  We will be seeing 
Miniature Books Made by Artists , accompanied by a talk by Erika Torri, the 
Athenaeum’s director.  She will discuss thei r vast collection of over 1,500 artist’s books, 
focusing on miniature books by California artists, and she’ll touch on the history of the 
library and its historic Moorish building. 

The rest of the afternoon is free to explore La Jolla.  There are many interesting things to 
see within an easy walking distance.  We will return to the hotel by 4:00 pm. 

Karen Nyman, Conclave Host 

P.S. More Conclave details and regi stration form in the July issue! 
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Call for Entries – 2008 Miniature
Book Competition and Exhibition

 Rules and entry forms are available at www.mbs.org/comp.htm or by mail with a 
stamped self-addressed business-size envelope from:
  Neale M. Albert 
 Chair, Book Competition and Exhibition Committee
 815 Park Avenue
 New York, NY  10021

 Reminders:  To be considered in the competition entries must be no more than 
three inches in any dimension, have been published within the last two years, and be 
a part of a multiple edition.   A maximum of two entries per person and/or press.  The 
competition is open to all—members and non-members.
 This year, for the first time, we will accept one-off artist’s books or one-off bindings, 
which won’t qualify for a Distinguished Book Award, but will be eligible for the 
Exhibition and Catalog.
 A jury of professionals representing different interests in the book arts will select 
those three entries they feel best reflect the creativity, appropriateness of design to content, 
personal appeal and technical excellence of miniature book publishers, designers, printers 
and binders.
 The three Distinguished Book Award winners will be announced at the MBS 
Conclave in San Diego and become the property of the Society. They will be featured 
in the color Exhibition Catalog and as the centerpiece of the Traveling Exhibition.  All 
entries will travel for one year and you may elect to have your book returned after that 
time if it is not one of the three Distinguished Book Award winners.
 Of special note:  Copies of the 2007 Competition catalog are being mailed to all 
MBS members who were not at the Conclave.

Pre- & Post-Conclave 2008 Invitation!
 If you can provide your own transportation, Eileen Cummings invites you 
to visit her home in Ramona (40 minutes from the hotel), to see her collection 
of over 5300 miniature books.  This holds for time prior to the Conclave week-
end or after Monday, following the Conclave.  Contact Eileen for more details.  
INKYDEW@aol.com

MINIATURE BOOK NEWS

Julian I. Edison, Editor

8 ST. ANDREWS DRIVE  •  ST. LOUIS, MO  •  63124

NO. 135 - JANUARY 2008

Grolier Club Exhibition (Con’t)

 The large exhibition of miniature books which took place at the Grolier Club in 
New York from May through July, 2007 was reported on in the last issue of MBN. There 
were 12 segments to this exhibit, and the books were shown in 10 upright wall cases 
lining the Club’s main gallery hall, shown below with photos blown up on the far wall 
and volunteers strapping the books.
 We included six of these segments with text and photos in the MBN 133,  October, 
2007 issue. Those chapter/segments covered were Manuscripts; Early Printed Books; 
Religious works; Almanacs; Children’s Books; and Art of the Book.
 We will now include the last six segments: Presidents, Politics, Propaganda; Smallest 
Books; Life’s Pleasures; 19th-20th century to WWII; WWII to present; and Curiosities 
and Books as Objects.
 We are showing the wall texts that briefly explain each segment plus photographs of 
the wall case and some close-ups of the book elements. This will complete our report of 
this exhibition.

Please note this is MBN issue 135. An error was created when 2 issues were both numbered 130 
 (Oct. 2006 and Jan. 2007), so that Jan 2007 issue should be 131, 131 should be 132, etc.
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PRESIDENTS, POLITICS, & PROPAGANDA

 Miniature books have been used by presidents and would-be presidents, for politics and for propaganda purposes.
 A campaign book, Facts About the Candidate by Byron Andrews, was published in 200 pages in 1904 in Chicago to 
support Theodore Roosevelt in his second term. Measuring 2 3/8 inches in height, it was published in English, German, 
Hebrew, and Danish.
 The first printing in book form of the Emancipation Proclamation was issued in 1863. It was published in a seven-
page pamphlet by John Murray Forbes, an industrialist and confidant of Lincoln.
 Franklin D. Roosevelt, an inveterate collector and a member of the Grolier Club, amassed over 750 miniature 
volumes. Some friends had a miniature glazed wooden bookcase made and presented as a gift to him in 1934.
 Miniature books were used as propaganda under Fascism and Communism. Before and during World War II, the 
Nazi regime in Germany glorified and attempted to humanize Adolph Hitler in a yearly series of miniature  books with 

official photographs of Hitler in various activities.
 Under Communism after the war, Hungarian and Russian 
publishers produced dozens of volumes, some printed in thousands 
of copies, many trilingual with texts in Hungarian, Russian and 
English  quoting Marx, Engels, and Lenin or promoting the well 
known communist slogans.
 In China in the 1960s, millions of the famous “Little red 
books” were issued 
glorifying Chariman 
Mao Zedong. These 
miniature books, some 
only 2 inches tall, 
contained quotations 
from Chariman Mao 
and were distributed as 
guides to behavior and 
thought so they could 
be carried around and 
referred to easily.

Presidents, Politics & Propaganda segment at left, Smallest Books at right.

Various political books shown close-up: Facts About the Candidate, Nazi books, Mao books.

SMALLEST BOOKS
Miniature books tend to fall into four general size categories:
 macro-mini = 3-4 inches in height
 miniature = 1-3 inches
 micro-mini = 1/4-1 inch
 ultra micro-mini = less than 1/4 inch (7 mm).

 The European standard includes books up to 4 inches (100 
mm). Bondy’s standard, readily admitting to varying opinions 
but based on the majority of collectors he encountered, was a 
“magical figure” not to exceed 3 inches (76 mm), including the 
size of the binding. However, he went on to say that there were 
exceptions where the goal was miniature, combining small print 
with miniaturization of binding and design, such as certain 
traveling libraries and the Diamond Classics published by William 
Pickering in the 1820s. Early manuscripts and incunabula would 
be examples of other exceptions. The doll house standard is usually 
1 inch.
 The smallest book printed with moveable type is the Galileo 
of 1896. The smallest English book printed from moveable type 
is The Mite, printed in 1891 in Grimsby, England, and measuring 
3/4  by 1/2 inch.
 Since human beings collect all sorts of things, having 
the smallest object in a particular genre can be significant, and 
desirable for a collector.
  The smallest books, the ultra micro-minis, are in a class by 
themselves. A Russian collector recently listed 113 books all 10 
mm (3/8 inch) in height or less. The earliest one (Bloem Hofje) 
was published in Amsterdam in 1674. It was not until 1900 that 
another book smaller than that size was published. The race to 
publish the absolutely smallest book really began in the 1950s with 
The Lord’s Prayer, printed in seven languages in Munich, Germany, 
and measuring about 1/4 inch square. 
The two leading contenders at present, 
both identified by Guinness World 
Records are The Chameleon produced 
in Omsk, Russia, in 1996 and The 
Twelve Horary Signs—Chinese Zodiac 
produced by the Toppan Printing 
Co. of Tokyo, Japan in 2000. Both 
measure under one millimeter!

Three views of some of the tiniest books in this wall case.
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LIFE’S PLEASURES

 Aristotle thought the goal of life to be happiness attained by leisure. Leisure would provide the opportunity for 
enjoyment of art, music and literature, which would lead to relaxation and renewal. The Greeks added “wine, women and 
song.”
 Eating, drinking, and unfortunately smoking have been among pleasures enjoyed by humans. Here are a few 
examples of miniature tomes dealing with these subjects.  The Handbook of Practical Cookery  by Matilda Lees Dods 
published in London in 1906, covers many elements of food and its preparation in 836 thin pages, many illustrated. John 
Hamer’s The Smoker’s Text Book, published in London in 1870  lauded in prose and verse the pleasures of tobacco and 
smoking.
 Music and laughter are represented with books 
of songs some of which include music notation. In the 
seventeenth century a series of Groot Hoorns  Liede-
Boecks, or song books were popular. Hodgson’s Little 
Emerald Irish Songs and The Little English Warbler 
were colorful nineteenth century English song books 
with ribald and romantic ballads.
 Forbidden fruits or eroticism in miniature form 
probably goes back to Johann Henrich Meibom’s De 
flagorum usu in re venerea  (loosely translated as A 
Treatise on the Use of Flogging in Venereal Affairs). 
Published in the seventeenth century Meibom’s 
dissertation was the first treatment of flagellation 
intended to produce heightened sexuality.  Erotica in 
miniature is found in many languages.

Life’s Pleasures section at left and Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries To WWII at right.

First book on contraception, Smoking, etc.

Erotica. Music.

NINETEENTH AND TWENTIETH CENTURIES TO WORLD WAR II
 In 1981 Louis W. Bondy published a book, entitled Miniature Books: their history from the beginnings to the present 
day, describing the nineteenth century as “the supreme age of the miniature book.” Interest in education and literacy, in 
literature, music and religion as well as technological advances in the printing and production of miniature books, are 
some of the major influences that characterized the nineteenth century in Europe and America. Miniature children’s 
books and books of fables, plays, poetry, novels and essays all appeared during this period. A profusion of miniature 
volumes was produced by the religious tract societies in England and America and were often distributed free or at cost.
 Stereotype plates were used in some cases to increase print runs. The invention of lithography in the early nineteenth 
century and of photography at mid-century transformed miniature book production. The use of photography enabled 
the reduction of type pages to tiny proportions, yielding text that was sometimes unreadable to the naked eye. These 
technological advances made it possible for the Glasgow publisher David Bryce and Sons to make miniscule copies of 
already existing larger volumes such as the Smallest English Dictionary, the Koran and even the Bible. Books two inches 
high with 1000 pages or more could now be printed 
in tiny-type format on thin India paper and tightly 
bound in attractive leathers or more decorative paper, 
cloth or silver covers.
 During the nineteenth century type founders in 
Europe were able to cast increasingly miniscule type 
of exceptional quality for use in manual typesetting 
for miniature books. In the early part of the century 
miniature almanacs and calendar books appeared, a 
trend that was to explode in England, France, Germany 
and Austria. As the modern publishing industry 
developed, American publishers began to copy their 
British counterparts, bringing out similar or identical 
texts with American imprints.
 The early twentieth century saw a precipitous 
drop in the publishing of miniature religious books 
with the disappearance of editions from the religious 
tract societies on both continents. The popularity 
of small-format editions of  The Book of Common 
Prayer from the Oxford University Press and the 
numerous miniature publications of David Bryce 
and Son of Glasgow continued until about 1914. 
With the two world wars and the Depression, 
miniature book production declined. However, 
a periodic newsletter about miniature books, The 
News-Letters of the LXIVMOS, was published 
in Boston in 1927 and elsewhere around the 
world. This journal continued for twenty-one 
issues before ceasing publication after 
October-November 1929, the month the 
stock market crashed. Miniature books are 
sometimes called “64-mos.” LXIVMOS, 
which combines the Roman numeral for 64 
(LXIV) with MOS (from the Latin suffix 
denoting ordinal numbers), gets its name 
from the fact that an original printed sheet 
of paper folded six times (for printing books 
of miniature size) would contain 64 separate 
leaves or 128 pages.

Smallest Atlas, St. Louis 1904 Exhibition in a Nutshell.

Books of the era.

Group of David Bryce & Son books.
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WORLD WAR II TO PRESENT

 Miniature books continued to be published before and after 
World War II, but it was not until the early 1960s, with the appearance 
of a little work entitled The Miniature Book Collector and the formation 
of the Miniature Book Society, that the renaissance of miniature book 
publishing began in earnest. The Miniature Book Collector, or MBC as it 
was called, was written by lifelong collector Ruth Adomeit of Cleveland, 
Ohio and published from 1960 to 1962 by Achille J. St. Onge, a dedicated 
amateur turned high quality publisher in Worcester, Massachusetts.
 St. Onge’s first miniature book, Noel, came out in 1935 in 278 
copies. He went on to publish 46 miniatures before his death in 1978. His 
choice of interesting texts and his emphasis on superb printing by renowned European printers such as Enschedé in the Netherlands, 
on quality paper and on fine leather bindings by some of the best bookbinders such as Sangorski and Sutcliffe of London, established 
a standard of quality unmatched to this day. St. Onge’s Inaugural Address of John F. Kennedy, published in 1962, sold over 2,000 
copies, a large edition for a miniature book at the time.
  Other miniature book publishers of quality followed in St. Onge’s footsteps. The Black Cat Press of Norman Forgue in 
Chicago, the Schori Press of Evanston, Illinois and the Hillside Press of Franklin, New Hampshire, were three such publishers. 
 The major trends that developed in the period after World War II were the emergence of small private presses that have 
produced limited editions of 100-300 copies and a significant growth in the production of so-called artists’ books, especially in the 
United States. Books as art objects are often printed and bound by the artist/publisher in even smaller quantities. 
 In Europe, Hungary became the leading producer of miniature books after 
the war. During the communist regime Bondy opined, “the comparative shortage of 
industrial and domestic consumer goods ... made the collecting of miniature books one 
of the few outlets for the acquisitive instinct and the collector’s urge.” Prominent book 
publishers in Budapest produced inventive, interesting and highly artistic miniatures, 
some in editions of thousands. Many were printed in several languages including 
English. Volumes were devoted to Marx, Engels, Lenin and other communist leaders 

as well as to sports in the communist world. 
Over 500 miniature books were issued 
between 1948 and the fall of the Berlin Wall 
in 1989, when the communist economy of Hungary collapsed. 
 Germany has a leading reputation in general book publishing. Well-printed 
miniatures have come from 
Leipzig and other German 

book publishing centers. Russia also produced numerous miniature 
books in this period, but not of the quality of Hungary and Germany. 
Miniature books have continued to be produced in other countries 
around the world as well.

World War II to Present

Stanley Marcus books.

James L. Weygand books.

Hungarian books of the 1960s and 70s.

Dawson Book Shop

CURIOSITIES AND THE BOOK AS AN OBJECT

 Curious, odd, unusual and special books are part of the fun and 
interest of the miniature book world. Then there is the book as object that 
confronts the definition of a book as it is traditionally known. 
 Some examples are listed and shown here. Other unusual items can 
be found throughout the exhibition. 
 There are miniature books that are or were:
 • Printed with the same text but in two different sizes, miniature and 

micro.
 • Bound with a heart pacemaker laid into the inside front cover.
 • Flown to the moon and back.
 • Bound in paper currency.
 • Constructed in the shape of a snake.
 • Printed entirely on aluminum leaves.
 • Written as a story in which every word begins with the letter “S”.
 • Books stacked inside one another to imitate Russian 

nesting dolls.
 • Printed on birch bark.
 • Made as a stick structure where the pages are turned with 

dowels.
 • A major cause of the decline in the English birth rate.
 • A silicon chip ¼ inch square where all 180,000 words 

of the bible have been printed in 14-karat gold on the 
surface.

Oddities and Curiosities

Close up views of some of these unusual books, including  
replica of a violin case with 50 books about composers.

Grolier Club photos  
by Robert Lorenzson
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BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY EXHIBITION
 The magnificent Boston Public Library in Copley Square was the scene of an 
illustrated lecture by Anne Bromer on May 1 as well as an exhibition of miniature 
books. The exhibit which continued on until September 2, included books from Bromer 
Booksellers,  the Library, and Julian Edison’s collection. The Boston exhibit was held 
somewhat in parallel with the large exhibit at the Grolier Club in New York from May 
15 to July 28, 2007.
 A report of the Boston exhibit appeared in MBN 132 ( July, 2007).  The exhibit 
was held in a large room on the third floor with a number of horizontal display cases. In 
contrast the Grolier Club’s exhibition was contained in 10 large vertical display cases.
 Below are close-up photographs of a few of the highlights. Note the use of creative 
non-book elements utilized occasionally to heighten the artistic appeal. In some cases 
full page photographs from our regular size book were employed alongside the miniature 
books. Both exhibits were well attended.

New Members: 

Margaret Class
9301 La Jolla Circle
Huntington Beach, CA   92646-8324
714-962-3494  (h)
mlclass@earthlink.net

Joan Duggan
3420 Verdugo Vista Terrace
Los Angeles, CA   90065
323-259-8468  (h)
jedmapper@yahoo.com

Christa Lewandowski
71 Jennings St.
Worcester, MA   01604
508-887-2141  (h)
Lauralew11@hotmail.com

Susan S. Lupkin
Robert Gavora
9918 Yank Gulch  Rd.
Talent, OR  97540
541-512-9000  (h)
books@robertgavora.com

C. &  K. Okuyama
L’atelier du Lierre
1, av. Léon  Bourgain
Courbevoie 92400
FRANCE
33(0)1 43 33 44 08  (h & f )
Okuyama.kimihitoecatherine@neuf.fr

Julie Tomsett
2209 Grace Point Court
Franklin, TN   37067
615-794-5799  (h)
LadybugInspirations@comcast.net

Leila Wice
1035 SE Miller St.
Portland, OR   97202-6345
503-231-3739  (h)

Address Changeabouts:

Polly Eaton
18 Boxwood Circle
Yarmouth Port, MA  02645
508-362-8520  (h)

John and Suse Field
534 Spruce Street
P.O. Box 249
Monterey, VA  24465-0249

Manuel Garcia De Fuentes y Churruca
Centro Comercial Atenea, Local 1
CN340, KM168
Estepona, Malaga  29680
SPAIN

Edward H. Hutchins
30 Fleetwood Avenue, #1-J
Mount Vernon, NY  10552

Kyoko Ninomiya
1-12-8 Koyamadaira
Gotememba, Shizuoka
412-0029  JAPAN
81-550-87-1442  (h)

Marjorie K. Owings
333 East Water Street #8
Sandusky, OH  44870-2815
419-625-3690  (h)

Beverly and George Panas
11 Sandpiper Drive
West Warwick, RI  02893
401-615-8146  (h)

Lonnie Smith
4943 Kit Carson Drive
Broomfield, CO  80023
303-424-1993  (h)
303-880-8851  (o)

Ray and Barbara Williamson
1909 Huguenot Place
Severn, MD  21144
410-551-0434  (h)

Chris Wright
520 Wellington Street, Unit 616
London, Ontario N6A 3R2
CANADA

Email Changeabouts:

Patrice Baldwin
Patbooks2@lycos.com
www.mindspring.com/~patbooks

William and Nancy Bivona
mbivona@cox.net
wbivona@cox.net

Joan Boring
jboring@middletownlibrary.org 
joan_boring@yahoo.com

Susan M. Callan
smcallan@yesmagazine.org

Joe D’Ambrosio
www.dambrosiobooks.com

Jana Hirschman
janah@pixius.net

Stephen Y. McGehee
ymcgehee@bellsouth.net

Beverly Mehlhoff
Beverly.mehlhoff@av.abbott.com

Suzie Moffett
SLM@Mofsp.com

Pam Rudolph
pamcrudolph@yahoo.com

Richard Steiner
Rks-rks1@nifty.com

Muriel Underwood
miscgraphics@att.net

Mark White   (correction)
blackcatpress@comcast.net

Changeabouts

New Publications
Greenhorn by Ann Olswanger. One color 
pen & ink drawing. Case bound.  64 pages.  
2 ½ x 3 inches.  Ed. of 495.

Ireland’s New Golden Age by Suzanne 
Pruchnicki.  The Brontë Press.  15 original 
handcolored illus, under 3 inches.  Bound 
over boards.  Ed. of 40.

Notes by Czeslaw Miloscz (Nobel Prize 
in Literature 1980).  Shoestring Press.  
Letterpress with 30 sepia illus.  2 ¼ x 3 
inches. Ed. of 48.

Selections from Fireflies by Rabindrath 
Tagore.  Shoestring Press.  Offset lithography 

with hand-tinted illus.  2 ¾ x 3 inches.  
Ed. of 58.

Exhibits
little at the Louise Wells Cameron Art 
Museum, Wilmington, NC.  Nov. 16, 2007 
to March 9, 2008.  Includes work by Peter 
and Donna Thomas. 
http://www.cameronartmuseum.com/
exhibitions.php

New Catalogues
Children’s Miniature Book Catalog 5.  Gail 
Curry Books, Overland Park, KS.

Miniature Books.  Bradbury Catalog 39.  
October 2007. Brooklyn, NY.
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Miniature Book Society Newsletter
A quarterly publication of the Miniature Book Society Inc. Number 77

Issued in February,  June,  October.  Items for publication, 
including advertising material should be sent to the Editor.  
Publication deadlines are: January 1, May 1, September 1.  
Payment for advertising should be made to Miniature Book 
Society Inc. and sent to the Treasurer.

The Miniature Book Society is an international non-profit 
organization founded in 1983 and chartered by the state of 
Ohio, USA.  Its purposes are to sustain interest in all aspects of 
miniature books; to provide a forum for the exchange of ideas; 
to serve as a clearinghouse for information about miniature 
books.

Website: www.mbs.org
Toll-free phone (USA & Canada): 1-877-MBS-1983

Board of Governors for 2007-2008
President: Julian Edison
Vice-President: Peter Thomas
Secretary: Janet King
Treasurer: Kathy King
Past President: Eileen Cummings

Members at-large:
Edward Hoyenski
Kimberly Molitor
Mark Palkovic     
Jill Timm

Membership in the Society is open to all interested individuals, 
organizations and institutions.
Membership dues in United States dollars: $40.00 individual/
couple for USA members, $45.00 individual/couple for 
Canadian members; $55.00 individual/couple outside North 
America.  Corporate membership: $40.00 (USA), $55.00 
(Canada), $65.00 (outside North America).

Advertising Rates

Full Page 4.5 x 7.5" $100.00
Half Page 4.5 x 3.75" $50.00
Quarter Page 2.25 x 3.75" $30.00

Send ads to:
Joan Boring

3204 Wildwood Rd.
Middletown, OH 45042

jboring@middletownlibrary.org

Mail payments for ads
(in $ US dollars) to:

Kathy King
402 York Avenue

Delaware, OH 43015, USA 

Membership inquiries and dues payments:
Kathy King, Treasurer
402 York Avenue
Delaware, OH  43015
(740) 369-5517
Kking@midohio.net

Newsletter Editor:
Joan Boring
3204 Wildwood Road
Middletown, OH  45042
(513) 594-7395
jboring@middletownlibrary.org
or  joan_boring@yahoo.com 

Miniature Book News Editor:
Julian Edison
8 St. Andrews Drive
St. Louis, MO  63124
(314) 567-3533
jiestl@mac.com

Manuscripts, letters and news items are welcomed and are 
subject to editing due to space and style limitations.  Preferably 
submissions should be made electronically, by e-mail or disk. 
Attachments on Microsoft Word would be preferred.  Articles 
in the Newsletter do not necessarily express the views of the 
Board or of the Editor.

Deadline for the next issue: May 1, 2008.

Printed by: 
Alliance Printing & Mailing Services, Middletown, OH USA
Design: Jason Fiscus

Photo Credits
Conclave photos: Neale Albert, Jan Becker, Joan Boring,  

Michael and Judy Jacobs, David Wice. 
Grolier Club photos: Robert Lorenzson

Typical pose of the Miniature Book addict . . .

Auction of Collection of  
12 Unique Miniature Books

 Produced commercially by the seller during 
the 1950’s and to be sold as a collection with a 
minimum acceptable bid of $120.00.  Collection 
contains:
1. Sears Roebuck.  1 ¼” (2 copies)
2. Night Before Christmas.  ¾” (10 copies)    
3. National Geographic Magazine.  1”
4. Christmas Carol with magnifying glass.  ¾”  
5.  Family Album  (many pages).  ¾”
6.  Only a Doll Cut-Out Book.  ¾”
7. Another Doll Book.  ¾”
8. Scientific American.  1” 
9. Front and back covers of Harper’s Weekly, Ladies 
Home Journal, Leslie’s, The Munsey, Scientific 
American.  1” (2 copies)
10. Complete Bible.  1”
11. Miniature Dress Patterns.  ½”  
12. Railroad Storybook.  2”  (in sealed package 
with small metal locomotive).

Contact: Daniel Shackman Jacoby
dan7137@earthlink.net

1957 North Honore, C215   
Sarasota, FL  32235

Auction closes March 10.

Angelika Jaeck & Stephen Byrne Michael Jacobs

Richard & Donna Childs,  
Caroline Lindemann, Philip Morrison

Carol Kouyoumdjian David Wice
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Pricing Miniature Books
 Some time ago in an MBS Newsletter Paul Devenyi, who was Editor at that time, 
asked how publishers of new miniatures determine the price of their books.  I am sure 
there are probably as many answers to that as there are publishers, but I would like to take 
a little space to explain my rationale.
 I have only been making miniature books for the past six or seven years, and since 
then I have seen my skills and knowledge develop so that now I no longer feel ashamed to 
show my books to people. The first ones were not all that well made, but I did manage to 
sell them because, I believe, I put a price on them which was very reasonable. I recognized 
that I was a beginner, that they were nowhere near the quality of the books professional 
binders and printers were producing, and as such I should not charge much.
 My present books, which I usually make in editions of twenty five or fifty, are much 
better made, and I feel justified in charging a bit more now. 
 So to the question of how I fix my prices:
 General consensus has it that one has to take into account the material cost of the 
book, which includes the paper and boards, leather or other covering, printing ink, wear 
and tear on equipment etc. You may say that each book only takes a small quantity of these 
materials, but fifty small quantities can add up to quite a lot. Add to the material costs the 
time taken in researching, in designing, in laying out the text, organizing any graphics 
(that’s one thing I don’t do myself in my books, but I have a very able wife who produces 
artwork for me), then you can see that each edition does not appear overnight. 
 I’m very lucky in some respects in that I am not trying to make a living making 
miniature books. (Can anybody do that?) I am making them because I enjoy the whole 
process from initial selection of text to the interaction with those who buy my books.   So 
I ignore most of the factors mentioned above and look at a finished book and ask what 
I myself would pay for it, and whether others would pay the same. I arrive at an answer 
which is reasonable enough to encourage people to buy, but which will enable me to 
sell the edition and thus cover the cost of my trips to Conclave. There you have it! I am 
making my books just to pay for my trips – and to buy other publishers’ books to add to 
my growing collection.
 I hope other publishers will explain how they arrive at their prices. I am sometimes 
quite staggered at the prices placed on books which seem very ordinary, even though I 
recognize the hard work which goes into them. I am sure Joan will be pleased to hear 
from you to continue this discussion.
 Stephen Byrne

The Final Score, and The Pack Horse Press – nobody has a book from that impression yet 
– you’ll have to go to Conclave 2008 to get one.
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Meeting with Cervantes
 From 2003 to 2007 as participant 
of the Russian Delegation I took part 
in many international book fairs where 
I showed tiny Russian books (less than 
100 mm, 4 inches).  During trips to 
Frankfurt, Warsaw, Beijing and Taipei 
I bought new books and also found 
many new friends, among them many 
publishers, bookbinders and collectors. 
 My visit to the capital of Argentina 
was no exception.  In Buenos Aires 
from April, 16th to May, 7th 2007 under the motto “Books without borders” the 33rd 
International Book Fair was held, the longest in the world.  I unexpectedly received 
the offer to participate from the “Foundation for Social, Economic and Intellectual 
Programs (Fond of Filatov)”, which was the organizer of the Russian exposition.  Since I 
had practically no time to prepare, the exposition was based on the  books I exhibited in 
Taipei. I only had to make a list of the books and signatures in Spanish.  
 This year, after a 16-year break, Russia took part in a 
Book Fair in Argentina for the first time as a state, giving 
visitors a unique opportunity to get acquainted with 
Russian miniature books.   Among the first visitors were 
families of employees of Embassy of the Russian Federation, 
Diaspora natives of Russia (the largest in Latin America) 
and Ukraine, and also students, teachers and translators, in 
general, all those who were interested in Russia. 
 All three stands - “Art of Book Binding”, “Classics 
and Modern in Miniature” and “Microbooks of Russia” 
attracted attention. Even the Ambassador of Ukraine in 
Argentina was surprised, when I showed him a specially 
brought gift – a tiny atlas of Ukraine, published in Kiev! 
 Among the other participants of the book 
exhibition were only two publishing houses with 
miniature books: the local “Bonsai” (Buenos 
Aires) and “Los Libros Mas Pequenos Del 
Mundo” (The Smallest Books in the World) from 
Lima (Peru).  “Bonsai” prints books in Spanish, 
with a simple cover (size 40 x 50 mm, in editions 
of 3,000 copies).  The Peruvian publishers 
brought fine books (size 42 x 62 mm, editions of 
10,000 copies), published in Spanish, Portuguese 
(especially colorful - all with color illustrations) and English languages.  In addition there 
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were wooden book cases which contained from 6 up to 90 miniature books.  I bought 
one of those cases with the complete set of 12 books, including Cervantes, Saint-Exupery, 
Carlo Collodi, Mahatma Gandhi, Che Guevara and Fidel Castro Ruz. 
 The second purchase was more unexpected.  A bookbinder from the local school of 
restoration approached me with 5 volumes Don Quijote by Cervantes, published in the 
Buenos Aires in 1916. All books (size 53 x 83 mm, edition unknown) had dark red firm 
leather binding with gold stamping. On the front cover the name, year of the printing 
and the initials of the owner (A.E. MORELLI) were visible, on the spine - the name and 
number of volume. As she explained, these tiny books belonged to her father, a lawyer, 
and he received them as a gift from the publisher.  Certainly, with great pleasure I bought 
these books, now stored in my Moscow apartment!   
 The walls of main hall at the entrance to the fair displayed an exhibition with a 
retrospective exposition of the rarest and best editions of Don Quijote. Among them was 
only one miniature book! 
 Unfortunately, it was not possible to meet local bookbinder Sol Rebora, a former 
MBS member whom I met at the Conclave 2004 in Bath, England. The opening hours 
of the Book Fair (3 -10 pm) left little time for walks and sightseeing. Therefore it was not 
possible to get thoroughly acquainted with Argentina’s beauty and the things Argentina 
is famous for: tango, asado (meat), wine, products from leather, etc.
 My memories are of books and a torrential rain.
                                      Yaroslav Kostyuk


