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Friends, 2016 was a year in which we, as miniature 
book enthusiasts, saw and experienced so many 

great events featuring miniature books. Amongst them 
were the wonderful Conclave in McKinney, the abso-
lutely amazing exhibition of Neale Albert’s Shakespeare 

collection, and the sales at PBA Galleries which enabled collectors to add 
to their collections. 
   But now we must look forward. Plans are well underway for the Con-
clave in Oakland, one which promises to be as special as every other. 
Please do your best to be there to enjoy the wonderful atmosphere of a 
Conclave. We will have a new MBS miniature book for all members, 
specially written and designed by Dorothy and Susan Yule, who are also 
working so hard as Conclave hosts.  See the information on page 14-16.
   We are blessed with many people who offer their time for the benefit of 
the MBS, and our new Treasurer Cathie Abney now has the reins of our 
finances within her grasp. Please note the new email address, cathiemb-
streas@gmail.com, (also, available at the back of this magazine and on 
the web site) for payments to MBS. We have to thank Karen Nyman yet 
again for her tremendous work over the past several years.
   For those of you who create miniature books, please do consider enter-
ing the MBS competition, which every year amazes us with wonderful 
entries. All the books entered will be featured in the catalogue and will 
be displayed at Conclave. Details are on the web site and on page 8 of 
this issue.
   The web site is a valuable resource for all those interested in miniature 
books.  Do look at it and offer suggestions for items to be included as it 
is updated.   
    I look forward to meeting up with old and new friends in Oakland.

Color  It may have taken us 35 years, but the MBS Newsletter 
has finally matured enough to be a full color publi-

cation.  And this premiere issue also provides our readers with more 
pages than we have previously printed.  It is all part of our optimist 
ambition for our organization.  With this change to color, we hope 
to attract a more diverse group of people.  And that means young 
people. And it starts with each one of you making an effort to interest young 
people in the production and collecting of miniature books.   
   If you are not sure how to start, look at our “Outreach” article.   We also have 
several brand new advertisers.  You will help the MBS greatly if you will mention 
that you saw their ad in the Newsletter, when you buy from them.   

Stephen Bryne

Rick Hill

Notes from Rick
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I can take just about anyone 
off the street and drive 
them over to Barnes and 

Noble and buy them a book.  And 
that is about as close to what we do in 
collecting miniature books as taking 
your spouse for your 50th wedding 
anniversary to McDonald’s would 
be.
   We don’t really collect miniature 
books.  We collect art.  We obsess 
over the quality of the paper, the size 
and selection of the font and it’s ap-
propriate use in telling the story, the 
thread used in the binding, the mar-
bled endsheets, and the appearance of 
the book’s cover.  
   It is often daunting attempting to ex-
plain our passion for this form of art 
to the general public.  A good example 
comes at the end of a New York Times 
interview with Neale Albert about his 
‘doll house’ library.  The reporter no-
ticed a minuscule glint of gold under 
a protective cover about the size of a 
large grain of sand.  He asked Albert, 
“What is the name of the book?”
   “It’s called ‘The Chameleon,’” Al-
bert said.
  “What’s it about?”  the reporter 
asked.
   Albert shrugged, surprised the re-
porter had even asked and said, “I 
don’t know.”
   To the reporter a book, any book, 

is merely the story.  To 
a collector of miniature 
books, it is a work of ar-

tistic wonder.  And we are will-
ing to pay dearly to obtain that artistic 
wonder.
   The cost is not merely calculated in 
dollars, euros, pounds sterling or yen.  
To some the cost is just one small 
component in the over-reaching ache 
to accomplish something marvelous, 
something magical, and something 
to put the wonder and awe in another 
person’s eye.
   So, it is with many of our collec-
tors of microminiature or doll house 
books.
   It only makes sense that if one ac-
quires microminiature books then one 
must have a suitable home for those 
books.  For most of us, we settle on a 
nice wooden bookcase or just an old 
shoe box.
   But there exists those special collec-
tors who create entire worlds for their 
most prized possessions.  They build 
palaces, libraries, Fantasy Island re-
treats complete with marbled floors 
and Louis XVI chairs with authentic 
oval back, fluted legs, and period ma-
terial.  Is it fair to call these works of 
art ‘doll houses?’  
   Of course, the most famous creation 
in this mode was “Queen Mary’s 
Dolls’ House.”  Completed in 1924 

Every Respectable Dollhouse must have       a Library

Constructing   a believable    Miniature World Means
There Must    be Books for    the Inhabitants to Read    

The Library from The Cliveden House near Lon-
don was the inspiration for Neale Albert of New 
York City to commission a scale model by Kevin 
Muvaney and Susan Rogers in 1992.  Neale reads a 
book from his Cliveden Library.

It is difficult to comprehend that this is all scaled 
down in The Pistner House.  A perfect example of 
an 18th-century chair was created by Le Château In-
teriors.  The books are Raheb, Lilliput, Mosaic and 
top books custom bound by Robert Lyon. 

A giant envades the Cliveden House Library, but 
it is only Neale Albert as he straightens a patron of 
his miniature library.
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it is a perfect replica in miniature of 
an aristocratic home.  Several of our 
own MBS members have created rep-
lica’s of houses and libraries in min-
iature which are every bit as alluring 
as Queen Mary’s.
  The pinnacle of such undertakings 
began in 1990 when Florida resident, 
Patricia Pistner, dreamed a 
dream.  Her dream was to 
build  a house in miniature 
which reflected her deep 
love and study of 18th 
century French design.  
  The house, known simply 
as ‘The Pistner House’  
(pronounced Pìze-ner) was 
created in Kew, U.K. by 
The Modelroom, a world 
class builder in miniature.  
The inspiration came on a 
visit to the Palace of Ver-
sailles when the Pistners 
passed a private museum 
that had once been an 
18th-century home.  The 
influence of the Musée de Lambinet is 
obvious.
   As part of an 18th 
century personage 
of nobility’s posses-
sions would have 
been a private library 
liberally stocked 
with some of the fin-
est bindings the  world would ever 
see.   Many authorities recognize the 
18th century art of the bookbinder to 
be the pinnacle of craftmanship.  Pist-

ner made it a priority of The Pistner 
House that only the finest 
microminiature books should 
find a place on the library 
shelves. 
   The library is stocked with 
some period miniatures from
France, however, the bulk of the 350 

volumes came from such 
artists as Barbara Ra-
heb, Mosaic Press, Jane 

Bernier,  Lilliputian 
Press, and other quality 

presses.
   Every miniature library 
is unique.  For Gary, In-
diana member, Zlatana 
Draskovich, her adult 
doll’s house has taken 
the resemblance of the 
‘Fantasy Island House,’ 
from the late 1970’s 
television show.  
   Draskovich has lim-
ited her library to 
books no larger than 1 

1/4” although she collects larger sized 
books but not for her 
doll’s house.  Her li-
brary boasts a com-
plete set of Sherlock 
Holmes with a work-
ing light in the bookcase.
   While miniature libraries may dom-
inate many microbibliophile dolls’ 
houses,  another miniature seems to 
be just as important to Pistner, Drask-
ovich and Ellen Diamond’s collec-
tions: miniature musical instruments.  

A perfect set of eight miniature books from 
1895 Collection Miniscule. Housed perma-
nently in The Pistner House in Florida, the 
books were purchased in France by Pistner 
still in their original PIrault & Cie paper 

wraps.  Pistner commissioned historical book-
binder, Robert Lyon of Williamsburg, Virginia 
to create the books as examples of 18th centu-
ry French binding.  (Books are shown in their 
actual size.)

The meuble à écrire debout - writing desk at 
which one stands - holds a collection of al-
manacs microscopic, published in Paris at the 
end of the 18th century.   The desk is 4 1/4” x 
3.” The almanacs are 1 1/8” x 3/4” and were 
given by Parisian chocolate shops to their best 
customers for Christmas.  These French alma-
nacs are among Pistner’s favorite miniature 
books in The Pistner House library.

Pat
Pistner

Just like children, it is hard to have a favorite. 
For Zlatana Draskovich, one of her most prized 
pieces is Jan and Jarmila Sobata’s William Shake-
speare’s Hamlet, 2009, of only 30 copies.

A music room is the second favorite among min-
iature doll’s house collectors Zlatana Draskovich. 
Pat Pistner, and Ellen Diamond.  The collection to 
the left is from the Diamond house.  Draskovich has 
commissioned artists to create a sarcophagus-shaped 
piano lid top with rosewood and an inlay of papyrus 
lily and wheat motif decorating the soundboard. 

Homes for our books continued
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By Tony Firman

Happy new year! And that means 
it is time for another wonderful 

miniature book competition. In case 
you don’t know the rules, your 
entries must have been cre-
ated since the beginning of 
2015 (two years ago), but can 
still be created until April 30 

of this year (2017). That means that 
you still have time to make some-
thing, even if you don’t have some-
thing already on hand.
  Here is a quick reminder of the basic 
rules:

1. A book can be no more than three 
inches (76.2 millimeters) in any di-
mension, although a slipcase or 
other container can be larger.
2. You may submit up to three en-
tries.
3. The book must have been bound 
and published in an edition of at 
least three like copies.

  The entries will be judged by a panel 
of three professionals in the book arts, 
who will select three winners based 
on (among other things) creativity, 
appropriateness of the design to the 
content of the book, and technical ex-
cellence.
  All the entries will be exhibited at 
the Conclave in Oakland in August. 
Each entry will also be represented 

by two photographs in a color cata-
log that will be distributed at the Con-
clave and sent to all MBS members.
  I would like to remind everyone that 
it is also possible to submit one-of-a-
kind “artist’s” books for the Catalog 
and the Exhibition, although they will 
not be judged. We have not seen many 
of these in the last couple of years, al-
though we have in some years past. 
I think this is a fine opportunity for 
you to show off your work, even if 
you don’t publish editions. And you 
do not have to sacrifice a unique (and 
possibly very expensive) work: your 
book can be returned to you after the 
Conclave.
  And remember: If you have a book 
in the Exhibition, and you are at the 
Conclave, I can almost guarantee that 
people will ask to buy it!
Entry forms and past Catalogs are 
available on the MBS website:
http://mbs.org/competition.html
  Paper forms and additional informa-
tion are available from:

Tony Firman, 
MBS Competition Chair

P.O. Box 507
Haslet, TX 76052-0207, USA

How much does it cost?
  The entry fee is $30 per entry for 
MBS members, $50 per entry for 
non-members. 
  You can enter from now until April 
30. 

2017 Miniature Book Competition & Exhibition

A Call For All Entrants

Queen Mary’s Dolls’ House Library contains 
over 200 volumes written by contemporary 
authors of the 1920’s.  The books were bound 
by Sangorski & Sutcliffe, famous bookbinders 
from London.  The Library is on the first floor 
of the Dolls’ House and contains among other 

objects, a miniature portrait of Queen Eliza-
beth I over its fireplace. Complete with a chess 
set and copies of the Architectural Review, 
it is pleasing to note a small photograph of 
Queen Mary on one of the desks.  The Dolls’ 
House resides at Windsor Castle.

Draskovich established a theme with 
her music room of ancient Egypt.  The 
walls and ceilings have an Egyptian 
motif and were executed in oils and 
24K gold leaf.  The floor is Italian 
Marble.
   As any collector of miniature books 
can tell you, this is a serious avocation.  
So it is with those who surround their 
miniature books in miniature libraries 
which become miniature homes.  
  The ‘art’ of collecting is never just in 
the acquisition.  It evolves into a matter 
of fashioning something much greater 
than mere collecting.  It evolves into an 
entire miniature world we create that 
becomes much greater than ourselves.      
It becomes art.

A library can only hold so many books, however 
Ellen Diamond’s vast collection of doll’s house 
sized often overflows.  Other than the size of the 
library shelves to restrict the number of micro-min-
iature books another problem for the doll’s house 
collector is finding a current publisher of quality 
miniature books to add to their collection.  It is no 
problem to open eBay and find doll’s house books, 
but most are cheap and printed on a computer.  The 
skill of a diamond-type printer is sorely needed to 
fill that missing gap in quality.
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If you grew up between the 1910’s and 
the 1980’s, the charming art of Grace 

Drayton will be well known. Her Camp-
bell’s Soup Kids and Dolly Dingle paper 
dolls were a staple of American culture 

for over seventy years. Less well 
known are her many contributions 
to the miniature book world.
 I have yet to find any reference

          to her books in the body of minia-
ture book literature. That ends here with 
this preliminary list of miniature books 
illustrated by Grace Drayton.
   The first books we’ll consider are those 
of the Baby Bears set of twelve books. 
These measure 2 3/4” × 2 1/8” and contain 
eight pages including the paper wraps. 
They are all printed in black and orange. 

Published by John H. Eggers 
Company in 1920, my copies 
all contain additional copyright 
dates of 1913 and 1914 held by 
the Century Company, though 
I haven’t located any printed by Century 
yet. These were issued as a set in a box 
with additional artwork. 
   The next group of Drayton mini books 
would be the Dolly Dingle travel books. 
There are at least two sets of four books 
each. They measure 3 1/4” × 2 1/2” and 

each have eight pages including the paper 
wraps, and are printed in brown 
on yellow paper. Also pub-
lished by John Eggers, they 
are all copyrighted 1922. They 
make mention of doll cutouts 
and stories, which will bring 
us to The Pictorial Review. 
  The Pictorial Review was 
a fashion magazine that, 
from the late 1910’s to the ear-
ly 1930’s, had a page or two 
containing cut-out paper dolls 
drawn by Drayton each month. Several 
issues included small comic strips that 
were meant to be cut out and folded as 
books for the dolls. I have run across sev-
eral that were cut and folded, but recently 
I’ve begun seeking out the complete, un-
cut pages from the magazine. 
    I have also come across a series of 
booklets that are unsigned and have no 
publisher information that have Drayton’s 
artwork. While they appear contemporary 
to the other books, and are in a similar 
format,  I believe they may be alleged 
unauthorized copies as other books in the 
series have the artwork of another well-
known illustrator,  Thornton Burgess. 
   The last items in this survey are a cou-
ple of comic strip/accordion fold books. 
These have the same titles as earlier 
books, but are smaller as well as being 
printed on a heavier card stock.  These 
come from the book, Adventures of Dolly 
Dingle Paper Dolls, published by Dover 
Publications in 1985

   What follows is my preliminary list of 
Drayton miniature books I’ve identified 
to date:

Baby Bears, 12 vols. in box by John H. Eggers Co.: all titles are The Baby Bears 
and...the Wishing Rings...the Honey Pot...the Visit to Grand Ma...the Snow Man... 
The Valentines...the Mad March Hare...the April Showers...Mrs. Kitty...the Robbers 
...Elly El...the Weather Cock...Xmas.

Dolly Dingle, 2 series, 4 vols. each: Series 1, Dolly Dingle in England, Dolly Din-
gle in Ireland, Dolly Dingle in Scotland, Dolly Dingle in Belgium.  Series 2, Dolly 
Dingle in Holland, Dolly Dingle in Spain, Dolly Dingle in Italy, Dolly Dingle in 
Switzerland. 

From The Pictorial Review:
Oct. 1919 - Benji Bear, The Good Bunnie
Nov. 1919 - Miss Mousie, Hippo
May 1922 - Kittie Cutie Doll
June 1922 - Fido Doll
July 1922 - Kuddle Bunnie doll
Aug. 1922 - Susie Bear Doll
Jan. 1923 - The Little Quack Quacks, Minty Mousie
Apr. 1923 - Bumpty
Aug. 1923 - Bobby and Dolly and the Soap Fairy
Oct. 1923 - Good Manners
Jan. 1927 - (no title) Dolly
Feb. 1927 - To My Valentine from Her Boyfriend
Apr. 1927 - The Naughty Boy
May 1927 - Bunny
Jun. 1927 - Our Baby
Jul. 1927 - (no title) Animals
Mar. 1929 - (no title) Butterflies
(no date)  - Good Manners
(no date)  - Bobby and Dolly and the Fido Bank
(no date)  - (no title) Halloween

Smaller reproduction on card stock: 
     Minty Mousie, Bobby and Dolly and The Soap Fairy
Booklets with no Identification: 
    Bonnie Blue Bell, Thanksgiving Day

       by Todd
Sommerfeld

MMM-Good:  New Group of       Miniature Books Discovered and
Documented Baby Bears and       Dolly Dingle Join Our Book List  

That’s What Miniature Books Are:

I always welcome questions, comments, 
and criticisms at contratodd@gmail.com
If you know of any Grace Drayton minia-
ture books not on my list, please drop me 
a note so we can add them. 
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During the last night of the last Con-
clave in the Great State of Texas, 
after the last presentation at the 

last dinner, a speech about bringing min-
iature books to the people, young, old, 
and young-at-heart, by Amy Tingle and 
Maya Stein, evoked something mystical 
and miraculous in many attendees.
   Call it an epiphany.  For that’s what it 
was.  Many of us realized that the future 
of The Miniature Book Society lay in the 
hands of our youth.  We looked around 
the room and we saw few faces under 
50 years of age.  We realized we need-
ed some younger faces and that meant 
younger members.  The answer to our 
dwindling numbers had just been handed 
to us by Tingle and Stein:  interest young 
people in making and collecting minia-
ture books.
   But where to begin?  Pat Pistner of Flor-
ida was very keen to immediately suggest 
an associates or junior membership for 
our Society and at a reduced rate.  Presi-
dent Stephen Byrne promised to take that 
suggestion up with the board.  
   But what can I do?  What can YOU 
do?  Where do you start?  And how do 
you do it?
    Well, here is how I answered that call.  I 
turned to my five year old grandson, Ben-
jamin Helgert and I asked him,   “What is 
your favorite thing, other than your Gran-
dad, of course?”   
   “SUPER HEROS - D.C. and Marvel!” 
he answered.
    Last week it had been dinosaurs and I 
was perplexed  at his answer of super he-
ros in D.C., we live in Washington D.C. 
and I haven’t seen any super heros there 
in a very long time.   But, I was informed 
that D.C. was the old comic brand, the 
same one I bought as a kid.

    So, we started on our journey to make 
Benjamin’s first miniature book about 
Super Heros.
   It would be a collaborative effort.  I 
would prompt, he would tell me, and to-
gether we would produce.   Since Ben is 
in kindergarten, I suggested that we do an 
ABC book of Super Heros.  I showed Ben 
three examples of miniature ABC books 
and he approved.  

   Step by step of our journey to making 

Ben’s ABC Book of Super Heros.
1

Start with the child’s favorite interest
2

Have the child write out what will be 
included in the book.   

(I helped with spelling and it was 
also a learning experience for Ben.)

3
Together write out a page-by-page 

description of photos, text & graphics.
4

Together gather those images,
decide on font, graphics & design

5
Do all pre-press work whether on 
computer or letterpress together 
(this can also be a great learning time) 

6
Allow the child to pick the weight 

and type of paper to use.  
Print the signature front and back

(this can be too complicated for 
the very young printer; so either guide them 

or, at the least, let them 
click the mouse to print)

7
The child should ‘proof read’ 
the first page that is printed.
(a lot of pride comes to their face)

8
Fold and cut your signatures

(the reason for the upside down pages 
all comes together)

9
Punch holes for sewing 

10
Together sew the signatures

 (Ben sat on my lap and we worked 
together on this - no injuries!)

11
Trim the pages

(This is a dangerous machine and I allowed 
him to only pull down the handle.)

12
Attach the mull and begin 

the casing of the book / Cover Design 
(I found that we could work together, how-
ever, I had to do the intricate work such as 

the endsheets and attaching the cover.  Even 
with this Ben helped to glue and help with the 

stamping of the cover.)

  Before we were finished with the project, 
Ben began talking about his next book, 
Dinosaurs.  And he wanted to know what 
book I would make for myself.  
   The secret is simple:  give a little of 
your time to spend with a child.

7

2

7

A is for

Ant-Man

Z is for

Zantanna

Yis for

You

9 11

Outreach 2.0
Your New Super Power:
Bringing Miniature Books
To our New MBS Members

10

12

12

Five days from 
start to finish.  
A slow process 
means no frus-
tration and lots 
of excitement 
and smiles.   The 
numbers refer to 
step by step pro-
cess.

Ben with President 
Obama and his 
Dad.  Three super 
heros in one.

Pride in his accomplishment is obvious on Ben’s 
face as he proofs the first signature.  He now un-
derstands how books are made and wants to make 
a second.
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Come visit beautiful

in the San Francisco Bay Area!

Friday, August 11– Monday, August 14, 2017

OaklandOaklandOakland

This summer’s Grand Conclave XXXV will be held in the beautiful San Francisco Bay Area, 
during the 50th anniversary of the “Summer of Love.” Your hosts are Susan and Dorothy Yule.

Oakland’s Marriott will be the conclave hotel, with great meeting space and a panoramic view 
from the Skyline Room (where we will have our meals). We have a block of rooms at a rate 
of $189 per night (plus taxes); this special rate will be available for three days prior to and 
following the conclave. Amenities include free in-room WiFi, newly redecorated rooms with 
flat-screen TV, an exercise room and an outdoor pool. Rooms must be booked by Wednesday, 
July 12. To make reservations, go online to: https://aws.passkey.com/e/49048761.

The Bay Area Rapid Transit System is a block away from the hotel, providing easy accessibility 
to world-famous destinations, as well as easy access to both the Oakland and San Francisco 
airports. A trip into downtown San Francisco only takes about 20 minutes from the hotel. 
Our trips into San Francisco will be made on BART. Clipper cards, which can be loaded with 
cash value at any BART ticket machine, can be purchased in advance at https://www.clippercard.
com (cards bought online are free for seniors and the senior BART discount fare is about 35% 
of full price). Clipper cards can also be used on other mass transit. For those who prefer to 
drive, parking is available at the hotel (in-and-out daily parking for overnight guests costs 
$40, or $35 daily with no in-and-out privileges. Hourly rates are $2 for 20 minutes, $4 for 40 
minutes, $6 for 1 hour, $14 for 2 hours, $24 for 3 hours, $35 for 4–8 hours).

The city of Oakland also runs a free shuttle bus that goes up and down Broadway, from Jack 
London Square to Grand Avenue (in trendy “Uptown”). It stops near the hotel entrance  
(http://www.meetdowntownoak.com/shuttle.php).

In addition to the conclave itself, Oakland offers a wide range of dining, shopping, and 
cultural opportunities. The Oakland Museum of California is seven blocks from the hotel 
and will feature two exhibitions: “Of Dogs and Other People: The Art of Roy DeForest,” and 
“Dorothea Lange: Politics of Seeing,” in addition to the permanent collections on display.  
Of particular interest to members of the society may be “Aristotle’s Cage,” an installation by 

Michael C. McMillen, which features a tabletop miniature scene of the desert with lighting 
and sound effects (if you are interested, Dorothy has a few free passes). A self-guided gallery 
stroll under the auspices of Oakland Art Murmur (http://oaklandartmurmur.org/saturdaystroll/)  
in the neighborhoods of Uptown, Lake Merritt and Downtown Oakland is offered on  
Saturday afternoons. For other Oakland attractions, see the “Visit Oakland” guide  
(http://visitoaklandguide.com/#/76/). 

Historic Berkeley is only a BART ride away, with many cultural attractions, good shopping 
and the Bancroft Library at the University of California (there is usually a self-guided  
exhibition in the Bancroft Gallery; see http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/libraries/bancroft-library).  
The Berkeley Art Museum and Pacific Film Archive recently reopened in a new building 
(http://www.bampfa.berkeley.edu/). More information can be found at “Visit Berkeley”  
(http://www.visitberkeley.com/). For people interested in miniatures, Castle in the Air is worth 
a visit. This is a store in the Fourth Street shopping neighborhood (accessible by bus, cab, or 
Uber/Lyft ride from downtown Berkeley); take a virtual tour at https://www.castleintheair.biz/
store/. A wonderful out-of-the-way emporium is Tail of the Yak in Berkeley’s Elmhurst neigh-
borhood (another cab, Uber or Lyft from Ashby Avenue or Rockridge BART). It carries all 
manner of eclectic goods, some antique and some modern (https://www.facebook.com/TailOfTheYak/ 
and http://www.atlasobscura.com/places/tail-of-the-yak).

Downtown San Francisco, with attractions including SFMOMA (https://www.sfmoma.org/) and 
the American Bookbinders Museum (http://bookbindersmuseum.org/), is also easily accessible by 
BART. For more information, see http://www.visitsfbayarea.com/. The city offers several self-guid-
ed walking tours (http://sfgov.org/visitors). 

Conclave Registration costs $340 per person. An interactive PDF of the registration form is 
available on the Miniature Book Society website, www.mbs.org.

D E A D L I N E S

 Conclave registration  July 12, 2017: Mail check and registration form to  
  Cathie Abney, 3105 Milton Road, Middletown, OH 45042-3656

 Oakland Marriott July 12, 2017: Online registration at https://aws.passkey.com/e/49048761

 Auction items July 7: Proceeds benefit MBS; please mail items 
  to Cathie Abney, 3105 Milton Road, Middletown, OH 45042-3656

 Silent auction items August 1: Proceeds split 50/50 between donor and 
  MBS; mail to Karen Nyman, 702 Rosencrans Street, 
  San Diego, CA 92106-3013

 Keepsakes August 1: MBS welcomes all keepsakes; mail to 
  Dorothy A. Yule, 6170 Broadway Terrace, Oakland, CA 94618
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8 St. Andrews Drive  •  St. Louis, Missouri  •  63124

Part II of the of the sale of miniature 
books from the Lilliput Oval Saloon 

in Tokyo took place on December 8, 2016 
at the PBA Galleries in San Francisco. 
This portion followed the Part I sale on 
August 18, which we reported on in MBN 
160 (November 2016).
   All of the miniature books, together 
with some reference material, came 
from the tiny bookshop 
in Tokyo that Rico On-
uma’s father, Kazushige 
Onuma had opened in 
1979. Rico had been the 
manager of the store until 
her death in 2015. Sadly, 
Kazushige then  decided 
to close the store and he 
engaged the PBA Galler-
ies to sell the books.
   PBA scheduled to auc-
tion the books in a Rico 
Onuma Memorial Auc-
tion in two parts. Part I sale 
on August 18 included 500 
lots encompassing some 
3,000 books. The books that were sold 
realized $77,350 hammer or $92,820 in-
cluding the 20% buyer’s premium.
   Part II consisted of 454 lots, of which 
only 58 were unsold. About half of the lots 
involved just one book. But the other half 
included many books so that the grand 
total of books was several thousand. Un-
sold items are likely to be included in fu-
ture PBA sales.

   Part II realized $84,560 hammer, or 
$101,508 including the 20% Buyer’s Pre-
mium. Thus, the total realized from the 
two parts was over $161,000 hammer or 
over $194,000 with the Buyer’s premi-
um. The two parts were together the larg-
est sale of miniature books ever, totaling 
over 5,000 volumes!

   The printed catalogue for Part II 
was arranged cleverly 
to appeal to individual 
buyers as well as poten-

tial dealers who might be 
more interested in lots 
with multiple books. The 
online catalogue showed 
every lot in color. Sev-
eral lots were directed 
to include many books 
from a well-known 
press, such as Borrowers 
Press, Schori, Black Cat, 
etc.  The books for each 

press were split up into sev-
eral lots because there were 
many duplicates. In this 

way a given group could appeal to differ-
ent bidders.
   Section I of the December sale consisted 
of 91 lots of Antiquarian books. This mis-
cellaneous group sold well and included 

Rico Onuma Memorial 
Auction Part II Ends Era

PBA Auction Scatters Lilliput Books Around the World
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A spectacular 151 Barbara Raheb books in a 
custom revolving case attracted great interest and 
hefty bids.  The case was comprised of nearly the 
entire catalog of the press from 1977 through 1979.  
When the gavel finally came down, this one of a 
kind went for $6,000.
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an Ellen Terry Shakespeare with revolv-
ing case with 40 volumes ($1440, includ-
ing the Buyers Premium), a rare Dutch 
song book of 1769 ($660), a 1896 Gale-
leo ($900), a unique German religious 
book in unusual oblong shape, c. 1750 
($3,900), two volume Kern der Kerke-
lyke Historie of 1755 ($780), French 
almanacs, a Rosemary Press edition of 
Omar Khayyam of 1921 ($480), NS a 
nice selection of English Thumb Bibles. 
The condition of the offerings was mixed 
which of course affected the prices.
   Section II comprised nine lots of Bibli-
ographies and References.
   Section III had 15 lots of bookcases and 
accessories for miniature books.

   Section IV comprised 95 lots of indi-
vidual titles, including a few from Anne 
and David Bromer, the Catharijne Press, 
Joe D’Ambrosio, an erotic set, Gleniffer 
Press, Poole Press, and some of the small-
est books in the world from Toppan Print-
ing Company and Waldmann & Pfitzner.
   Section V had 160 lots of modern books 
and collections. Most of these lots com-
bined multiple copies of various presses: 
Allembic, Black Cat, Borrower’s, Bron-
te, Catharijne, Dawson’s Book Shop, 
Gleniffer, Hillside, Juniper Von Phitzer, 
Juniper Serra, Pequeño, Barbara Raheb, 
REM Massmann, Ward Schori, Achille J. 
St. Onge, and Peter & Donna Thomas in 
separate sections, among others.

A variety of miniatures found nowhere else in the 
entire wide world.  The Lilliput Oval Salon was 
a one-of-a-kind shop in Tokyo, Japan. The likes 
of which we will never see again.   Rico Onuma 
watched over every miniature book in her store.

One of 12 volumes from The 
Calendar of Saint-April the 19 
x 11 mm book with slipcase had 
29 engraved portraits. (Shown to 
size.)   The book sold for $450.

A Catalogue of 3 pt Gill Titling 
Gleniffer Press 1976. A 
legendary rarity, “Cop-
ies were stolen from the 
press. Only a few have sur-
vived.”.  Sold for $1,920. 

A rare set of Des-
sin Erotica Drawings, 

1985-’88 12 Volumes
Sold for $360.

A LOT of Borrower’s Press 
Books in a lot. Thirty-three 
fine, limited edition, micro-
miniature books from the 
press of Jane Bernier. Fine 
and desirable volumes for 
the doll’s house library. No 
duplicates. Some include

Bill of Rights-Long-
fellow’s Poetry.  
-Jane. Wildflow-
ers-Browning, 
E.B. Sonnets from 
the Portuguese-
H a w t h o r n e , 
Nathaniel. Mr. 
Higginbotham’s 
C a t a s t r o p h e -
Bernier, Jane. 
American Birds-
Bernier, Jane. 
Herbal Medicine-

Coad, Arlyn & 
Luman. Puppet 
Theatre: The Art. 
1 Poe, Edgar Al-
lan. The Tell-Tale 
Heart-The Three 

Bears-Bernier, Jane. 
French Cooking-
Bernier, Jane. Sea 
Shells & Others

books shown to size

GONE!Going...Going...
   The Borrower’s Press had the most 
books with 12 separate lots totaling al-
most 500 books. Duplicates were spread 
out in order to entice different bidders.
   Section VI had 56 lots of mostly mod-
ern European miniatures.
   Section VII had 62 lots of miscellaneous 
books sold without price reserves.
   Alas, the books from this unique store, 
offering only miniature books, have now 
been scattered around the world. The 
name of the shop, Lillliput Oval Saloon, 
was unique itself. The inside of the tiny 
store was oval in shape! 
   The miniature book world has lost a trea-
sure that will not be easily replicated.
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If a miniature book is conceptually a 
physical object that communicates 

information in print, writing, or even 
digital form, then the definition could 
include a Babylonian tablet, a hornbook, 
ABC round disks in a cylinder container, 
a silk scroll, accordion pages folded into 
a walnut, or even a computer chip con-
taining text from the bible.
 Wikipedia’s definition of a 
book: “A book is a set of written, print-
ed, illustrated, or blank sheets, made of 
ink, paper, parchment, or other materials, 
usually fastened together to hinge at one 
side.”
   But if we more broadly define a book 
as a physical object of writing system or 
medium designed for communication, 
then scrolls, tablets, accordion 
leather strips, albums, a com-
puter chip, a digitally printed 
plastic sheet, and recently 
the e-book, would 
conceptually at least 
all fit the definition 
of a book. So might 
globes --- spherical 
shaped maps.”
   Miniature, or pocket, 
globes would also fit 
into this genre because 
they contain maps and 
information.
   According to George Glazer, 
a map and globe gallery owner:
   “A standard pocket globe is a 
terrestrial globe, approximate-
ly three inches in diameter 
housed in a fish skin case. 
Inside the case are a pair 
of concave celestial maps 
of the northern and south-
ern skies. The globe often 
has axis points on which it can ro-
tate in the case; though some were made 
without. The heyday of the pocket globe 

was Georgian period England, from the 
early 18th century to about 1840. They 
were mainly made as novelty items for 
English aristocrats interested in geogra-
phy and astronomy. There are variations 
on the form including terrestrial globes in 
lidded boxes (wooden or cardboard) and 
celestial pocket globes. Another rare vari-
ation is a pocket globe in a brass meridi-
an. In addition, the interior of the case can 
vary to include astronomical or historical 
charts, or be blank (the latter especially 
on celestial pocket globes.) The minia-
ture size of pocket globes no doubt added 
to their appeal as precious objects, which 
still holds true for collectors today.
   The production of pocket globes co-
incides with the Age of the Enlighten-

ment in Britain, which encouraged 
members of the upper classes to 

acquire a broad body of knowl-
edge about the arts and sci-

ences. The fields of ge-
ography and astronomy 
were rapidly expanding 
during this period, with 
British explorers and 
scientists making major 
contributions. Societies 

were founded to fund ex-
ploratory expeditions, and 

foster research about foreign 
lands – from geography to nat-

ural history. World maps were con-
stantly being redrawn as voyages such 
as those of Captain Cook and Admiral 

Anson brought back new geographic 
information about the Western 

Hemisphere, South Pacific and 
polar regions. Such discover-
ies and Cook’s routes were fre-
quently noted on British globes, 

even at the small scale of a pocket 
globe.
    The earliest British pocket globes were 
manufactured by John Senex in the first 

half of the 18th century. After Senex’s 
death, John Ferguson designed his pocket 
globes, and his designs were handed down 
to Dudley Adams and Nicolas Lane, who 
published revised versions of Ferguson’s 
designs into the 19th century. 
   Although pocket globes in fishkin ce-
lestial cases were generally a British 
production, miniature globes were also 
produced in Europe, notably by German 
makers, who usually produced then in il-
lustrated cardboard boxes. These globes 
were more commonly made in the mid 
19th Century, and like miniature British 
globes of the Victorian era, were often 
produced for parlor use for families to 
study geography as a pastime.”
   Sylvia Sumira in her book Globes: 400 
Years of Exploration, Navigation, and 
Power, notes her favorites are the pocket 
globes.
   Sumira says, “They’re just delightful 
little things… The smallest is just 1.5 
inches in diameter. Many come in a wood 
or leather case that opens up to reveal a 
terrestrial globe that can be taken out. 
The concave surface of the case often 
contains a matching celestial globe.”
   Katie Taylor wrote about “Pocket-sized 
globes” in Explore Whipple Collections, 
Whipple Museum of the History of Sci-
ence, Univesity of Cambridge, 2009. 
She wrote, “ P o c k e t -
s i z e d globes, 

mea-

suring around three 
inches in diameter, 
had several functions 
including acting as sta-
tus symbols for gentle-
men and educational tools 
for children. Although the popularity of 
pocket globes peaked in the first half of 
the 18th century, makers continued to 
produce the items into the 19th century. 
Joseph Moxon brought pocket globes to 
England between 1659 and 1670.”

Pocket Globes
The Entire World in Your Pocket

The Earth. Nuremberg; J.G.Klinger, c. 1860. two-
inch diameter, with cover showing two children and  
an adult studying  globes. (shown actual size.)

Newton’s 3-inch Cased Terrestrial Pocket Globe, 
London, mid-19th century, twelve printed colored 
gores with cartouche in the North Pacific Ocean read-
ing Newton’s New & Improved Terrestrial Globe 66 
Chancery Lane , and 3 Fleet St., Temple Bar, housed 
in a turned, dome-top walnut 
c a s e with metal 

pins and the 
poles for 

axis of 
r o t a -
t i o n , 
ht. 4 
in.
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Globes

Founded in the twelfth century and rebuilt many 
times,  The Strahov Library in Prague is one of the 
most beautiful libraries in the world.  The library 
contains numerous globes which were used in the 
17th century by monks to study the planet and the 
sky. 

A small globe with giant information 
was the three inch Nathaniel Hill’s 
pocket globe (left, not to size.)  A 
New Terrestrial Globe, London, 1754, 
is the name of the pocket globe in 
fishskin covered wood case with two 
brass hook-and-eye clasps. 12 copper-
engraved hand-colored gores over 
papier-maché and plaster sphere, case 
lined with celestial maps of the north-
ern and southern skies.  Sold at auction 
for $11,250 plus premium.

The Nathaniel Hill English
 2¾” Pocket Globe 
(shown actual size) 

 1754 

 made 
up of twelve 
hand-colored 

engraved gores and 
two polar calottes.

The exterior of the case covered 
with fishskin. Sold Bonham’s $10,202 

Not just the world but the people 
from around the world are presented

 in this 1 1/2” globe in a card box.  
Attached in the box are 28 hand colored
 engraved figures of people from around

 the world.  The globe is signed C.B. and was most 
likely made in 1825 by Carl Bauer, Nuremberg.

Modern miniature globes are also available.  Pat 
Sweet of Bo Press fashions some of the most unique 
global creations on the planet.  Her “Map and Globe 
Collector’s Cabinet” is a mere 6 3/8” tall and holds 
seven globes, working drawers full of maps and all 
in a mahogany cabinet.  “A Silver and white Moon 
and Earth” is less than three inches tall and would 
look great in any miniature bookcase. 
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Microbibliophile, by William A. Bivona.
   I contacted Bill, who lives in Narragan-
sett, Rhode Island, about this subject and 
learned that the Little Leather Library 
Corporation (LLL) was born in a book-
store in New York in 1915 and was the 
first of three publishers eventually  to of-
fer “The Little Leather Library.”  I was 
astonished to learn that before ceasing 
publication that some 48 million copies 
of 100 different titles were produced. 
This outpouring might account for the 
situation that today LLL copies may be 
the most often offered miniature books 
on eBay.
 A recent entry in eBay described 
this series:

The Little Leather Library
by Beth Carswell

The Holy Bible
30-Volume Set

“From 1916 to 
1923, the Little 
Leather Library 
was a hot name 
in American pub-
lishing.  First 
conceived in 
New York City 
by brothers and 
bookshop owners 
Charles and Albert Boni, 
the firm came to reality with the help of 
Max Sackheim and Harry Scherman, 
two advertising executives the brothers 
approached. Scherman later went on to 
found the Book-of-the-Month Club in 
1926. Much in the way that Victorian yel-
lowbacks sought to put classic literature 
in more British hands by making them 

affordable, the Little Leather Library 
took an innovative approach to the mass-
marketing of the classics in the United 
States. 
   With the First World War well under-
way, the economic climate of the time 
was changing rapidly, and manufac-
turers, publishers and consumers were 
struggling to find viable solutions. The 
Boni Brothers, inspired by a promotion 
they saw in which a free small book was 
given with a purchase, set out to produce 
small, affordable copies of classic stories 
old enough to be in public domain, and 
free of copyright and royalties. Their first 
prototype, a copy of Shakespeare’s Ro-
meo and Juliet, was met with interest, and 
production began. Out of fiscal necessity, 
the books were not much to look at; the 
volumes measured approximately 3” by 
4” and consisted of text within a simple, 
drab cover with embossed titles. They 
were originally included in packages of 
Whitman’s Chocolates, then sold for a 
dime a volume at Woolworth’s depart-
ment store. 
   Advertised in popular national maga-
zines and soon available via mail order, 
the books took off and became quite 
popular. Production costs continued to 
be problematic however, and as a result, 
only the first volumes in the collection 
were actually bound in genuine leather. 
Despite the name “Little Leather Li-
brary”, the vast majority of the volumes 
were instead bound in a synthetic leath-
erette material.
   In addition to several books of the Bi-
ble, the corporation published 101 titles 
in total, mostly from iconic names in fic-
tion such as Robert Louis Stevenson, Leo 
Tolstoy, Oscar Wilde, Rudyard Kipling 

and many more.  The original titles, while 
still largely affordable, have become quite 
sought after by collectors of literature and 
literary history. The first volumes in real 
leather are of particular interest. 
   Short Stories Guy De Maupassant Lit-
tle Leather Library 1920s Redcroft Ed
3” x 4” Leatherette. Back cover is em-
bossed Little Leather Library Redcroft 

Edition. The 
Little Leather 
Library Corpo-
ration of New 
York was the 
first company 
to mass-market 
i n e x p e n s i v e 
books in the 
United States. 
The corpora-
tion, founded 
in 1916 by Al-
bert Boni, Har-
ry Scherman 
and Maxwell 
S a c k h e i m , 
made available 
a wide variety 
of classics by 
authors includ-
ing Rudyard 
Kipling, Henry 
W a d s w o r t h 
L o n g f e l l o w, 

William Morris, William Shakespeare, 
Edgar Allan Poe, Robert Louis Steven-
son, Alfred Lord Tennyson, Henry James, 
Leo Tolstoy, Oscar Wilde and William 
Butler Yeats in miniature editions. The 
101 books in this collection are brownish 
green in color, bound in imitation leather, 
and characteristic of the Redcroft edi-
tion published between 1920-1924. Only 
the first two editions were bound in real 
leather.
   When first published, the little books 
were sold at the Woolworth’s chain. By 
the 1920s, the books were advertised 
in magazines, selling in National Geo-
graphic from 1922 to 1924. Sometimes 

a miniature classic might appear in a ce-
real box as a promotion. Robert K. Hass, 
Inc., Publishers took control of the Little 
Leather Library Corporation in 1924.”
  In 2003, Bivona wrote a lengthy article, 
never published, entitled “A Collector’s 
Guide to the Little Leather Library.” Ac-
cording to Bivona the first 15 titles were 
marketed to the Whitman Candy Compa-
ny in a 3 ¾ by 3 inch size, and bound in a 
thin embossed leather. In order to market 
the series through Woolworth stores, an 
artificial leather similar to high grade oil 
cloth was used to lower the cost.
   Bivona has acquired 97 titles for his col-
lection and has developed lists of these 
titles and details of the various covers. He 
welcomes information from other collec-
tors (w.bivona@horizon.net).

Knickerbocker
  The Little Leather Library series should 
not be confused from the Knickerbocker 
Leather & Novelty Series.   The Knick-
erbocker editions were published around 
1915 in a series of 24 Shakespearean 
plays. Each volume measures 3 x 2 inches 
and are bound in attractive limp leather of 
different colors. They are usually found 
in a leather box with all of the plays. 

Gold Hot Foil Stamped Titles adds to the allure of 
the Knickerbocker Leather & Novelty Company’s 
Shakespeare Series.  Each volume had a different 
color and a portrait of Shakespeare based on the 
Droeshout engraving.

The largest series of miniature books by one publisher has 
had very little written about it. Not in any of the major refer-
ence books. A one-page article appeared in the January, 2003 

Little Leather Library Lowdown
Little Leather Library and 
The Knickerbocker Leather & Novelty Company
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Erzebet Barthold
46 Lawcliffe Cresent
Haworth, West Yorkshire
BD22 8RD  United Kingdom
erzebetbarthold@gmail.com
www.erzebetbarthold.com

Emiko Hastings
1300 Gardner Avenue
Ann Arbor MI  48104
509 240-4193 (cell)
734 647-0881 (o)
emi.hastings@gmail.com

Erwin Huebner
29 Salme Drive
Winnipeg MN  R2M 1Y8
CANADA
204 257-6734 (h)
204 474-6304 (o)
erwin.huebner@umanitoba.ca

Bill & Andrea Sawyer
5730 N Five Mile Court
Boise ID  83713
208 323-1345 (h)
wmbsawyer@gmail.com

Madeline Thoman
33 Avenue Faidherbe
93100 Montreuil
FRANCE
+33 684744412 (cell)
laviemini@gmail.com

Cherry Williams
1433 Kirkmichael Circle
Riverside CA  92507
310 945-7012 (cell)
951 827-5354 (o)
cherry.williams@ucr.edu

Allison Witkowski
164 Wyckoff Avenue
Wyckoff NJ  07481
201 445-3993 (h)
201 790-5544 (cell)
201 632-4804 (f)
awitkowski164@msn.com

Marsha Ziegler
1527 Gander Hill Drive
Holt MI  48842
517 699-1915 (h)
ziggy38@gmail.com

University of California, 
Riverside
Cherry Williams, Director 
of Distinctive Collections
900 University Avenue
Riverside CA  92521
951 827-5354 (o)
951 827-5354 (h)
cherry.williams@ucr.edu
www.ucr.edu

Renewed Members:
John & Karen Howell
John Howell for Books
5205-1/2 Village Green
Los Angeles CA  90016-5207
323 296-2725 (h)
310 367-9720 (cell)
info@johnhowellforbooks.com
www.johnhowellforbooks.com

Address Changeabouts:
Sherry Barber
5689 Widgeon Way
Frisco TX  75034
972 335-3746 (h)
469 585-8750 (cell)

Rev. Joseph L. Curran
49 Sixth Street
East Cambridge MA  02141-1594
617 547-0399 (o)
sacredheartofj@msn.com

Jan Kellett
238 Mill Road
Qualicum Beach BC  V9K 1H2
CANADA

Rev. Stephen Y. McGehee
39 Towana Road
Richmond VA  23206
804 837-9207 (cell)

Melinda Morgan
8644 90th Street Apt 7
Woodhaven NY  11421-1336

Rhoda Pollock
c/o Lorrie Smith
43 Oriole Avenue
West Sand Lake NY  12196

Paul Ritscher
1876 Cherokee Drive, Unit 2
Salinas CA  93906

Email Changeabouts:
Cathie Abney
cathieMBStreas@gmail.com

Sue Haffner
sueh@mail.fresnostate.edu

Lee Rolph
roving.albums@hotmail.com

Telephone Changeabouts:
Sally Grucan
860 652-5193 (cell)

Changeabouts
New Members:

First Student Project 
Grant Winner Named

We are pleased to announce that Asa 
Nakata has been awarded the first 

Student Award for development of her 
miniature book Traces of Inks. Nakata 
will be contributing an article to our July 
issue of the MBS Newsletter.
   Any student enrolled in a fine arts, 
graphic arts, book arts or information and 
library science program may enter.  Five 
grants will be given with a maximum 
value of $1,000 each.  Bromer Booksell-
ers in Boston has assisted with the grants.  
Further information can be found at: 
http://www.mbs.org/grant.html
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Membership inquiries and dues payments:
Cathie Abney, Membership Chair
3105 Milton Road
Middletown, Ohio 45042-3656
(513) 593-1015
cathieMBStreas@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Rick Hill
9290 Tower Side Drive #406
Fairfax, VA  22031
(972) 345-3619
mbsnews@cox.net

Miniature Book News Editor
Julian Edison
8 St. Andrews Drive
St. Louis MO 63124
(314) 567-3533
jiestl@mac.com

Manuscripts, letters, “My Mini Memo” and news 
items are welcomed and are subject to editing due 
to space and style limitations. Preferably submis-
sions should be made electronically, by e-mail or 
disk. Attachments in Microsoft Word for text  and 
JPEG for images are preferred. Articles in the 
Newsletter do not necessarily express the views of 
the Board or of the Editor.

Deadline for the next issue
June 1, 2017

Printed by
Alliance Printing & Mailing Services
Middletown, OH

Issued in March, July, November. Items for pub-
lication, including advertising material, should be 
sent to the Editor.  Publication deadlines are: Feb-
ruary 1, June 1, October 1.  Payment for advertising 
should be made to Miniature Book Society Inc. 
and sent to the Treasurer.

The Miniature Book Society is an international 
nonprofit organization founded in 1983 and char-
tered by the state of Ohio, USA. Its purposes are to 
sustain interest in all aspects of miniature books; to 
provide a forum for the exchange of ideas; to serve 
as a clearinghouse for information about miniature 
books.

Website: http://www.mbs.org

Board of Governors for 2017
President: Stephen Byrne
Vice-President: James Brogan
Secretary: Gail Faulkner
Treasurer: Cathie Abney

Members at-large:
Cherry Williams
Michael Garbett
Darleen Cordova
Melinda Brown

Membership in the Society is open to all inter-
ested individuals, organizations, and institutions 
Membership dues in United States dollars: $40.00 
individual/couple for USA members, $45.00 in-
dividual/couple for Canadian members; $55.00 
individual/couple outside North America. Corpo-
rate membership: $50.00 (USA), $55.00 (Canada), 
$65.00 (outside North America).

Miniature Book Society Newsletter
A publication of the Miniature Book Society Inc. Number 104

Send ads to:
Rick Hill

9290 Tower Side Drive, Apt 406
Fairfax, Virginia 22031-6038

email: mbsnews@cox.net

Mail payments for ads (in US dollars)
(paypal address cathieMBStreas@gmail.com to:

Cathie Abney
3105 Milton Road

Middletown OH 45042-3656
513 593-1015 (cell)

Advertising Rates
Full Page
1/2  Page
1/4  Page

4.5”    x  7.5”
4.5”    x  3.75”
2.25”  x  3.75”

$100
$50
$30

Remembering
Miniature Book SocietyFRIENDS

William H. Loos 
William H. Loos of 
Tonawanda, New York 
passed away on January 
24, 2017.  Loss was born 
on February 26, 1937.  
   He had been a member 
of the MBS for 11 years.  
In Tonawanda, he was the 
Rare Book Curator at the Buffalo and Erie 
County Public Library for 30 years, retiring 
in 2002.
  Loos graduated from the University of Buf-
falo and Syracuse University, specializing in 
Rare Book Librarianship.
  The Buffalo and Erie County Public Library 
is the repository for many of Mark Twain’s 
manuscripts, including the second half of 
Huckleberry Finn.  Loos had often wondered 
to where the first half of Huckleberry Finn 
had disappeared over a hundred years previ-
ous.
   The answer came from an old trunk in Cali-
fornia that had been carried crossed country 
decades ago.  Descendants of James Fraser 

Gluck, a Buffalo lawyer and book collec-
tor who was a friend of Twain found the 
manuscript.
   A New York Times article on Febru-
ary 14, 1991 referenced Loos on the 
discovery of the first half of the Twain 
manuscript, “William H. Loos, curator of 
books at the Buffalo library, said yester-
day that the discovery might be described 
as nothing more or less than the resurfac-
ing “of an overdue book.” He said he sus-
pects Mr. Gluck, a major benefactor of 
the library who was instrumental in per-
suading Twain to donate the Huck Finn 
manuscript, borrowed half of the manu-
script and forgot to return it.”
   Loos was instrumental in returning the 
‘overdue’ manuscript back to the home 
that Twain had personally chosen. 

   Loos was also a popular lecturer throughout 
the northeast.

William Loos was 
instrumental in 
bringing the lost 
first half of the 
The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn 
back to its rightful 
place next to the 
second half at the 
Buffalo and Erie 
County Public Li-
brary where Loos 
was the Rare Book 
Curator.  The manu-
script was set to be 
sold by Sotheby’s in 
Los Angeles.  Loos  
helped to barter 
a deal among the 
owners, the BECPL 
and The Mark Twain Foundation to bring 
the papers back to the Buffalo and Erie 
County Library.

“Where can we 
find more 

miniature books
 to buy?”

That is the #1 question
MBS members ask.

If you sell miniature books,
you should be advertising
in the MBS Newsletter.
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THE MICROBIBLIOPHILE©

A Bimonthly Journal About Miniature Books
 and the Book Arts, since 1977

The Microbibliophile
P. O. Box 5453

North Branch, NJ 08876
Try a single issue $7.00

First-class postpaid

Subscription & Advertising Information:
editor@microbibliophile77.com

  

PEDAUQUE 
               by Prue Batten
2 3/4” x 2 1/4”, 59 pages, 10 illustrations
In this lovely story-within-a-story by Aus-
tralian writer Prue Batten, a medieval trou-
badour tells his master’s young son a legend 
of Occitan: A queen suspected of sorcery and 
shape-changing and how she was vindicated.  
The tale is illustrated with historiated initials 
drawn from medieval manuscripts. 

$48 
 http://www.bopressminiaturebooks.com

Bo Press
Miniature Books

www.TonyFirmanBookbinding

The Blue Carbuncle
A Sherlock Holmes

story by
Arthur Conan Doyle

Archival paper

and ink.

Hand-bound.

All the original

illustrations by

Sidney Paget.

And a blue

carbuncle on

the cover!

Only $45.

           The
Eileen Cummings’

Collection
Selling 4,700 

Miniature Books

email 
minibooksforsale@gmail.com

for an Excel© file  or 
numbers file for Mac 

of miniature books for sale.

“More Miniature 
Books for sale
than you can carry”
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Miniature Books
 at Oak Knoll

Take 20% off when you shop online!
Enter MINI20 at checkout to redeem.

Browse our stock of over 1,300 books at
www.oakknoll.com/mini

Personalized quotes and catalogues available upon request.




