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A few weeks have passed since many of us met in McKin-
ney but the memories of the wonderful Conclave hosted by 
Barbara and Ray Williamson are still in the forefront of my 
thoughts. From arrival to leaving, we were entertained and 
kept busy in a very nice hotel. I am sure you will read else-

where about the events that took place, but I just need to thank Amy and Maya 
of the Creative Caravan for their wonderful presentation and on-going work 
to encourage the love of miniature books. And, of course, an enormous thank 
you to Barbara and Ray for their tremendous organization on our behalf. I 
know from experience that hosting a Conclave is no easy matter, and can easily 
consume your life for months on end. The anxiety that it will all go smoothly 
can be quite worrisome, but we know now that Barbara and Ray excelled at 
their task.
   Looking forward now, we decided at Conclave to look at various initiatives, 
such as having a junior membership of MBS. Just how that will work is still 
being discussed, so watch this space. Also, it was decided that the website 
should have a place for members to put the texts of talks they have given. This 
is in an attempt to offer material to those who might wish to give a talk about 
miniature books but are not sure how to begin. Do have a look on the web 
site and do try to give at least one talk in your locality to promote the love of 
miniature books. If you manage to do that, please let me know the where and 
when so we can keep track of what is happening.
    We owe a great deal of thanks to those who serve on the Board of MBS. 
Rules state that we have limited time in our roles, and so it was that our Trea-
surer, Karen Nyman, stepped down to be replaced by Cathie Abney. I can not 
stress enough how much Karen has done for the MBS over the past few years, 
ensuring in so many ways that we were all kept informed of the financial situ-
ation, the membership numbers, and acting as shop keeper for our small store 
of MBS items to name but a few things. Thank you so much Karen. MBS 
members, please support Cathie in her new role as she gets to grips with the 
intricacies of the MBS finances.

Have a question?  Have a suggestion?  
Want to add something to an article?  

Here is your chance to have your voice heard.  This is your 
invitation to become a part of the Miniature Book conversation.  

MY MINI MEMO
Just send your message to MBSNEWS@COX.NET.

You may add pictures of miniature books you discovered or made. Questions to Julian 
or our resident master of miniature book making Tony Firman are welcomed.

(All messages are subject to edit, review, and space allocation.)

Introducing:
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The long awaited auction of miniature 
books from the Lilliput Oval Saloon 

in Tokyo took place at the PBA Galleries 
auction house in San Francisco in August 
2016. The title of the sale was:

Miniature Books
Rico Onuma Memorial Auction

From
Lilliput Oval Saloon (1979 – 2015)

Owned By
Kazushige Onuma

Tokyo
Part I

   Kazushige Onuma is a retired Japanese 
businessman who had established the 
world’s first and only bookshop in 1979 
with miniature books exclu-
sively (see MBN 158, March, 
2016 for an article about this 
unique endeavor). Rico was 
Kazushige’s only daughter 
and she managed the tiny shop 
alone for many years. She died 
of cancer in 2015. Onuma de-
cided to close the shop and sell 
the books.
   The first of two sales at the 
PBA Galleries was held on Au-
gust 18, 2016. With 500 lots in 
Part I, this sale becomes the largest auc-
tion sale ever in terms of separate lots, 
eclipsing the Spielmann sale at Sothebys 

auction house in 1964 (only one lot, com-
prising over 848 volumes), the Houghton 
sale at Christies in 1979 (351 lots), and 
the Winterstein sale also at Christies in 
2000 (341 lots). The Spielmann sale was 
sold in one lot “as a collection not subject 
to return.”
   PBA issued an exhaustive catalogue, in 
print and online, with each lot showing 
the object(s) in a black and white photo-
graph, with accompanying high and low 
sale estimates.  Of the 500 lots, 314 actu-
ally sold for a total of $77,350 hammer 
or $92,820 including the 20% buyer’s 
premium. Additionally, some 20-30 lots 
were sold after the auction by private 
sale. As is usual, PBA allows a registered 
bidder a week after the sale to contact the 
auction house and bid on any lot that was 

not sold at the sale itself.
   A lot is unsold if it does not 
reach a reserve price, if there is 
one determined in advance, or 
if the bidding does not reach at 
least half of the low estimate. 
The actual bidding usually 
starts with the auction house at 
about half of the low estimate.   
   Part I encompassed antiquar-
ian and modern miniature book 
items, in separate sections, in 
approximately equal amounts. 

The antiquarian section was subdivided 
into several subjects, including Almanacs 
of several countries, Thumb Bibles, clas-

Rico Onuma Memorial Auction

Auction Gives Collectors
A Chance to Win Rare Miniatures

sics (Cicero, Boethius, Horace, Epicetus, 
e.g.), David Bryce, Korans, and miscella-
neous items, some quite unusual or very 
rare.
   The modern section was subdivided into 
over 15 of the better-known publishers 
(Black Cat, Bromer, Catharjine, Dawson,
 Kingsport Press, Poole, Schori, Some-

such, St. Onge, Peter & Donna Thomas, 
e.g.,) in addition to miscelleneous items.    
   In general the modern lots sold some-
what better compared to their estimates 
than the antiquarian works. However, as 
one might expect, the modern books were 

generally in better condition.
   Part II of the sale will be held on De-
cember 8, 2016. According to PBA,  “Part 
II of the Rico Onuma Memorial Auction 
will again include selections of individual 
antiquarian and modern miniature books 
as well as a large selection of micro-
miniatures by Barbara Raheb, Bela Blau, 

Mosiac Press, Toppan Press, and many 
others. In addition to many fine individ-
ual titles, this auction will include many 
larger lots of books, offered by publisher 
or other themes; a great opportunity for 
booksellers and collectors alike.”

Highlights of the PBA Auction
La Clef des Rebus 

Heading:(Rebus)
1800, 70 x 58 mm,  period full 
red morocco, bordered in gilt. 

Charming book of rebus.    
 Estimate; $700-$1,000 

  Price Realized:  
$4,200

Toulouse-Lautrec: Watercolor 
Miniatures by Gordon Murray
Hand-painted throughout,  Twelve original wa-
tercolor miniature paintings (two folding) after 
works by Toulouse-Lautrec. 71x66 mm, rose 
cloth with an inset watercolor in the front cover, 
slipcase. Copy No. 1 of 1.  
Estimate:  $2,000 - $3,000  Price Realized:  $1,920

The Bible. Verbum Sempiter-
num [&] Salvator Mundi

1693, 51 x 40 mm, London, Printer F. Collins 
for T. Ilive, With the often lacking imprimatur 

leaf. One of the most important of early 
English miniature books.

Estimate:  $1,500 - $2,500 
Price Realized:  $2,700
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Miniature books can be found around 
the world at antique fairs and flea-

markets, Arabic souks, from book deal-
ers and their catalogues, swapping with 
friends, on eBay, at book and ephemera 
fairs, and from auction houses. There are 
thousands of sources, and MBN has tried 
to keep up with the major areas.
   All major cities in the US, UK, and 
Western Europe have flea markets or 
fairs, many that are open year-round, tra-
ditionally on Saturdays and/or Sundays. 
These often yield surprising finds.
  Auction houses are sources, but it is 
impossible to keep up with the hundreds 
around the world. However, unless you 
can visit and inspect a book in advance of 
the sale, or have someone represent you 

in advance, you are at the mercy of the 
auction company’s catalogue for an accu-
rate description and photograph.
   Book and manuscript auction sales will 
sometimes include miniature books. But 
there are many auctions of antiques, Is-
lamic, Judaica, miniatures, ephemera, 
and other subjects where one would nev-
er expect to find miniature books that just 
might by serendipity have them. Today 
with the internet one could spend hours 
or days just searching!
   Below is a list of auction houses that 
have included miniature books at some 
time. We begin with the better known 
ones.  The list is by no means compre-
hensive, but are presented as a way for a 
beginner to start bidding:

Auctions and Auction Houses of the World

Great Places to Win Big By   Bidding on Miniatures 
   And of course there are many small-
er houses that might include miniature 
books for sale occasionally.
   The major auction houses employ cata-
logues online as well as printed advance 
catalogues. The catalogues present a de-
scription of the item and a photograph. 
Usually the house lets you view the items 
in advance. If you cannot appear person-
ally, you can engage an outside dealer or 
agent to inspect the item and/or handle 
the bidding. The usual cost for this ser-
vice is 10% of the final sales price.
   Items in the catalogue are usually listed 
by numbers called “lots.” A lot may be a 
single book or item or a group of books. 
Bidding itself can be done in a variety 
of ways: in person, by an agent, by tele-

phone, or with your computer, all live. 
Or you can leave a bid with the auction 
house in advance. 
  Of course, if you cannot see the item 
yourself, you are dependent upon the 
catalogue description, particularly about 
the condition of the item. The description 
usually includes a low and high estimate 
of the “hammer” price for what the house 
expects the item will sell. “Hammer” 
means the point at which the auctioneer 
determines the final price and cracks the 
wooden hammer down on the wooden 
pedestal. The actual final price to the win-
ning bidder will include an add-on fee by 
the house of anywhere between 5-25% 
of the hammer price, depending upon the 
price range
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Sotheby’s is a British multinational corpora-
tion headquartered in New York City. Sothe-
by’s is the world’s fourth oldest auction house 
in continuous operation. *High End Auctions*
New York • London • Major Cities

Christie’s, found-
ed in 1766 by 
James Christie, 
is the world’s 
leading art 
business,Christie’s has its main headquarters 
in London on King Street and Rockefeller Pla-
za in New York  *High End Auctions*
New York • London • Major Cities

New York • Los Angeles • San Francisco

Bonhams is a privately owned British auction 
house  One of the world’s oldest and largest 
auctioneers of fine art and antiques

Heritage Auctions is an auction house estab-
lished in 1976 in Dallas, Texas. Heritage is the 
largest collectibles auctioneer in the world.
*Few Miniature Books*

Dallas
PBA Galleries is a 
San Francisco auc-
tion house special-
izing in rare books, 

The ubiqitous go to 
auction for every man 
and woman.  As close 
as your computer.

Dominic Winter
Auctioneers

EST. 1988

Founded in 
1988, Dominic 
Winter Auc-
tioneers has 

emerged as one of the world’s leading special-
ist auctioneers with a worldwide customer 
base, holding over twenty auctions annually.

United Kingdom

Swann Galler-
ies is a New York 
City auction 
house founded in 1941. It is a specialist auc-
tioneer of antique and rare works on paper

Some other auction houses that advertise in Fine 
Books and Collections magazine are: 

Addison & Sarova Auctioneers
Macon, GA

Freeman’s 
Philadelphia

New England Book Auctions
   South Deerfield, MA

Waverly Rare Books At Quinn’s
Falls Church, VA

Bubb Kuyper
Haarlem, NL

Dreweats Bloomsbury
London

Bamfords
Derby, UK

Lelie Hindman
Chicago

Skinner
Marlborough, MA

San Francisco

manuscripts, maps and atlases, photographs, 
Americana, and modern literature. Approxi-
mately twenty-five auctions a year

Bubb Kuyper Auctions is a Dutch auction 
house specializing in antiquarian books, 
manuscripts and graphics and is based in 
Haarlem . It is the largest book auction in the 
Netherlands.

Bamfords is a family-run business and since 
its formation in 2002 has grown.



Creativity Is  Bound to Pop 
In June, we received word that a new 

miniature book competition had been 
established in the Netherlands by two 
Miniature Book Society members, Tine 
Krijnen and Lidy Schoonens. Tine was the 
host for the wonderful MBS Conclave in 
2015 in Amsterdam. Excerpting from the 
emails sent to 
us:
The Dutch 
H a n d b o o k -
bing Founda-
tion (Stichting 
Handoekbinden) 
organized an 
International 
M i n i a t u r e 
Bookbinding 
Competition 
in 2016-2017, 
in coopera-
tion with the 
M e e r m a n n o 
Museum in 
The Hague and 
the Private-Press De Buitenkant in Am-
sterdam.
   Bookbinders worldwide were invited to 
enter this very clever competition. Each 
participant was to receive three sets of 

sheets with a text by Geert Mak, a famous 
Dutch writer, from which the participant 
was to use one set to bind a book, not 
taller than three inches. “All bookbind-
ing methods and covering materials are 
allowed ….The books will be judged on 
quality of craftsmanship, design, use of 

materials, and 
originality of 
the project. 
The winners 
will receive 
an amount of 
money to the 
value of first 
prize € 1000, 
--2d prize € 
750—3d prize 
€ 500.” The 
prize-winning 
books would 
become the 

property of the 
M e e r m a n n o 
Museum.

   There was an entry fee of € 75 per entry 
to cover various costs. Entry information 
on a form was to be have been sent in by 
October first, with the competing book to 
reach the competition committee by April 
30, 2017. The jury is to be made up of five 
experts of hand bookbinding and design.
   Unfortunately, this issue of the MBN 
will reach readers after the close of this 
year’s competition entry. However, we 
already have some good news from Tine. 
As of mid October, already 150 entries 
have been submitted, including some 
MBS members. So this competition is off 
to a great start, and we wish them good 
luck for this innovative and exciting proj-
ect.

International Miniature Bookbinding Competition

BIBLIOTHECA THURKOWIANA MINOR: Miniature li-
brary created by Gus and Luce Thurkow.  The cabinet includes 
1515 miniature books, about 30 from Thurkow’s Catharijne 
Press, and is housed in the Museum Meermanno, The Hague, 
Netherlands

Children are always mesmerized by the more than 
1,500 books and minute details.  It took three years 
for several craftsmen to construct the library.  It may 
not be the largest, but most agree it is the most per-
fectly housed miniature book library in the world.

Creativity Is  Bound to Pop 
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A recent report about the miniature 
books in the National Library of Rus-

sia in Moscow revealed the following:
“The collection comprises around 2,000 
miniature books which are no more than 
100x100 mms. (3.9 x 3.9 inches) in size. 
These exquisitely designed and printed 
masterpieces are important expressions 
of the book arts. They speak about the 
delicate taste and craftsmanship of their 
makers. The earliest miniature items are 
from the 18th century.
  In the nineteenth century, 
many Russian publishers be-
gan to produce popular, fine 
books of very small size. Pub-
lishing houses of A.Suvorin 
and F.Ioganson, the print shop 
of the Department for the 
Production of State Papers 
published miniature series of 
works of Alexander Pushkin, 
Ivan Krylov, and other famous writers. 
After the revolution of 1917, miniature 
editions of political works, the works of 
the Marxist-Leninist writers, and state 
papers appeared alongside tiny volumes 

of literature and art.
   The tiny books were brought 

together in a single collec-
tion. Since 1972, miniature 
items have shelfmarks with 

the prefix “72-0.”
   It is important to note that 

the collection includes 
miniatures up to 4 
inches (100 mm), 
which is the standard 

in Russia, Germany, 
and East European 

countries. Louis Bondy 

decreed a limit of 3 inches (76 mm) in 
height  which is what the English coun-
tries and France respects.
   The 1856 Fables is the earliest Russian 
miniature book and very rare.
   In his Miniature Books, Bondy states:  
“Of all the microscopically printed min-
iature books the Fables by Ivan Andreiv-
itch Krylof in the Russian language is 
perhaps the most difficult to find. It was 
published by Jacob de Reiche in St. Pe-
tersburg in 1855 and measures 1 3/16 by 

15/16 inches and has 86 pages. 
It is magnificently printed in 
unbelievably small Russian 
type. The original binding of 
great delicacy consists of fine-
ly lithographed boards using 
blue and green inks. The pub-
lisher was the director of the 
establishment entrusted with 
the printing of Russian paper 

money and the little volume was intended 
as a specimen. 
   The bibliography, Mikrobiblion, No. 137 
writes that it counts amongst the greatest 
rarities, and Nauroy, also describes it as 
tres rare. The only copy I had the plea-
sure of handling was that formerly in the 
Vera von Rosenbert collection.”
  Who was Krylov? Russia’s most famous 
writer of fables and folk tales, he lived 
from 1769 to 1844 and, like Aesop, sati-
rized people’s foibles in the disguise of 
animals. 
   Vladimir Markov, a collector and pub-
lisher of miniature books in Russia and 
member of our Miniature Book  Society, 
told us at the 1993 Chicago Conclave that 
he knew of only four copies of The Fa-
bles in all of Russia.Ivan Krylov

Miniature Books in the Russian National Library

Fables, 1856
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Four undergraduate students at Wash-
ington University in St. Louis, Mis-

souri, with a major in Interdisciplinary 
Project in the Humanities, were given an 
assignment to look at the miniature books 
in the Olin Library’s Special Collections 
Department, and come up with an idea 
for an exhibit.

   What they come up with was an exhibit 
of modern propaganda and politics. 
   The students were in a Book History 
class taught by two professors. Here is 
what Cassandra Klosterman, one of the   
student leaders, explained to me:
   “In the book history class, we were 
given the option of writing a final paper 
or working together with other students 
to put together an exhibit featuring the 
miniature books in your collection. Riva, 
Serena, Corrine, and I volunteered to try 
to put together the exhibit. We came up 
with the topic for the exhibit ourselves 
after looking through some of the books 
in your (Julian Edison’s) collection and 
doing a bit of research on the history 
of miniature books. We were especially 
struck by all of the copies of the little 
red book, the pamphlets from Germany, 

and all of the soviet pieces. Propaganda 
seemed to be the unifying feature of all of 
these texts. Moreover, we were more ac-
customed to seeing small batch art min-
iature editions, so these books that were 
clearly meant for mass consumption de-
fied our expectations of how miniature 
books were used.

    We divided the task of 
writing the placards, the 
introductory materials, 
and essays between our-
selves. Riva and Serena 
wrote the majority of the 
placards. I wrote the piec-
es about miniature book 
published in Hungary and 
the Little Red Book. Cor-
rine wrote the introduc-
tion to the exhibit and the 
piece about tamzidat and 

camzidat. We consulted a wide range of 
sources from anthropological studies of 
Mao’s China to articles from Miniature 
Book News about the history of miniature 
book publishing.”

A few examples of the books they chose 
for the exhibition, called “Pint-Sized Pro-
paganda,” were:

Mao Zedong. Little Red Book, Beijing: 
1968. Formally known as Quotations 
from Chairman Mao Zedong, Distributed 
to citizens who were expected to read and 
rehearse the book’s contents.

Tito – Hua Duo Feng. Novi Sad: 1978.  
Commemorates the meeting of the Chi-
nese President Hua, and  Yugoslavian 
President Josip Broz Tito.

The Internationale. Budapest: 1970. In 
33 languages, it was originally written as 
a poem, used in the late  19th century 
as an international anthem for left-wing 
political parties.

Marx-Engels. Manifest Der Kommunis-
tichen Patei. Berlin: 1973. Miniature edi-
tions of The Communist  M a n i f e s t o 
printed in commemoration of the 125th 
anniversary of the first printing of the  
Manifesto.
   Andrews, Byron. The Facts About the 
Candidate, Chicago: 1904.
Political book to support Theodore 
Roosevelt’s run for his second term in 
1904. Printed in  English, German, Dan-
ish, and Yiddish.

Proletariats of the World, Unite. Slova-
kia: c. 1970.  Pays tribute to the phrase 
“Proletarians of the World, Unite” in 55 
languages.

Lenin. The Culture, Budapest: 1890. A 
microminiature released to commemorate 
the 110th anniversary of  Lenin’ birth.

Hoffmann, Heinrich. Der Fuhrer Macht 
Geschichte (“The Leader Makes His-
tory”). Berlin: 1933-1939. Part of a se-
ries. From 1933-1939 of “Winter Relief” 
campaign booklets, which were given as 
small gifts to German citizens who do-
nated to the Nazi government.

General Cass’s Letter to the Harbor and 
River Convention, Chicago: 1848.
America’s first piece of miniature po-
litical satire, intended to mock General 
Lewis Cass in his 1848 presidential bid 
against Zachary Taylor. This tiny pam-
phlet reproduces Cass’s brief letter in a 
humorous but biting piece, including the 
last line stating, “in the word of Cass, the 
‘c’ should be omitted.”

The superb exhibition was curated by 
Serena Fang, Corinne Zeman, Riva 
Desai, and Cassie Klosterman, students, 
and continues to be shown this fall at 
the Washington University Library in St. 
Louis, Missouri.

Pint-Sized Propaganda: A Student-Curated Exhibit

Collectors of Miniature   Books UNITE!
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OaklandOaklandOakland
Oakland

Love’s Summer’s half a century past, 
when hearts were young and gay —

A great excuse to leave your heart  
in Brooklyn by the Bay!

The 35th of Grand Conclaves,  
admirers of the small,

Will be convened in Oakland, quite the 
city to enthrall:

Across from San Francisco,  
where the Technorati play,

The downtown Oakland Marriott will 
host our weekend stay.

Enjoy the lovely weather and the  
panoramic views,

The gateway to the Golden State has 
wonders to amuse:

All nature and the arts combined  
with intellect and heart,

The freshest foods from local farms, and 
thrifty rides on BART!

Come see the Bay Bridge eastern span — 
worth many second looks —

Come visit friends like old bookends 
surrounding tiny books!

Come visit beautiful

in the San Francisco Bay Area!

Friday, August 11– Monday, August 14, 2017

Next summer the Grand Conclave XXXV will be held in the 
beautiful San Francisco Bay Area, during the fiftieth anniver-
sary of the “Summer of Love”. 

The downtown Oakland Marriott will be the Conclave hotel, 
with great meeting spaces, a panoramic view from the Skyline 
Room (where we will have our meals), and recently redeco-
rated rooms. The hotel is just a few short blocks from BART, 
with easy access to both Oakland and San Francisco Air-
ports. A trip into downtown San Francisco itself only takes 
about 10–15 minutes from the 12th Street Oakland Station. 

We will have great workshops with Book Artists Judith 
Serebrin and Alisa Goldin, and visit the collections of min-
iature books at the Book Club of California and the Special 
Collections of the San Francisco Public Library. Julie Chen, 
internationally renowned Book Artist and a professor at the 
Book Arts program at Mills College, will be our speaker at 
the Sunday night awards dinner. 

In addition, Dorothy A. and Susan Hunt Yule (les2twins), 
who are hosting, are working on a very special limited edition 
book to commemorate this auspicious celebration of tiny 
books and good friendships.

Keep an eye on the Miniature Book Society website in the 
coming months for further details, which will also appear in 
the next Miniature Book Society Newsletter.

OaklandOakland
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They come amongst us so seldom that we often don’t recognize the true 
significance their impact has on our lives.  We get accustomed to their 
kindness, their generosity and the depth of their knowledge and we just 
accept their presence without realizing 
how unique they are and how blessed we 
are to have them among us.
   No, not angels, but people such as our 
Julian Edison.  For fifty years, he has giv-
en of his vast knowledge and researched 
through countless books and references to 
better inform collectors and enthusiasts. 
His Miniature Book News (MBN) publi-
cation was begun in 1965, a year after his 
London purchase of the Percy Spielmann 
collection of over 800 miniature books 
and tons of reference material. MBN was 
a stand-alone journal for 108 issues when 
it was incorporated  in 2001 into the Min-
iature Book Society Newsletter. 

Celebrating

Author, Julian auto-
graphs his book.

Washington Univer-
sity in St. Louis dis-
plays part of Julian’s 
collection.

Art, museums and books are 
part of Hope and Julian Edi-
son’s passion to preserve.

“miniature books” was such a perfect title, 
Edison used it for both of his books; the bot-
tom book co-authored with Anne Bromer. 

Conclaves certainly mean miniature books 
but the real draw are the friendships which en-
dure from year to year.  Caroline Brandt never 
seems to run out of miniature book topics and 
Julian is always an eager listener.  Many of the 
newest members are pleaed when Julian stops 
and asks how they got into miniature books.
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T he long awaited auction of miniature 

books from the Lilliput Oval Saloon 

in Tokyo took place at the PBA Galleries 

auction house in San Francisco in August 

2016. The title of the sale was:
Miniature Books

Rico Onuma Memorial Auction

From

Lilliput Oval Saloon (1979 – 2015)

Owned By
Kazushige Onuma

TokyoPart I
   Kazushige Onuma is a retired Japanese 

businessman who had established the 

world’s first and only bookshop in 1979 

with miniature books exclu-

sively (see MBN 158, March, 

2016 for an article about this 

unique endeavor). Rico was 

Kazushige’s only daughter 

and she managed the tiny 

shop alone for many years. 

She died of cancer in 2015. 

Onuma decided to close the 

shop and sell the books.

   The first of two sales at the 

PBA Galleries was held on 

August 18, 2016. With 500 

lots in Part I, this sale becomes the largest 

auction sale ever in terms of separate lots, 

eclipsing the Spielmann sale at Sothebys 

auction house in 1964 (only one lot, com-

prising over 848 volumes), the Houghton 

sale at Christies in 1979 (351 lots), and 

the Winterstein sale also at Christies in 

2000 (341 lots). The Spielmann sale was 

sold in one lot “as a collection not subject 

to return.”   PBA issued an exhaustive catalogue, in 

print and online, with each lot showing 

the object(s) in a black and white photo-

graph, with accompanying high and low 

sale estimates.  Of the 500 lots, 314 actu-

ally sold for a total of $77,350 hammer 

or $92,820 including the 20% buyer’s 

premium. Additionally, some 20-30 lots 

were sold after the auction by private 

sale. As is usual, PBA allows a registered 

bidder a week after the sale to contact the 

auction house and bid on any lot that was 

not sold at the sale itself.

   A lot is unsold if it does not 

reach a reserve price, if there is 

one determined in advance, or 

if the bidding does not reach at 

least half of the low estimate. 

The actual bidding usual starts 

with the auction house at about 

half of the low estimate.   

   Part I encompassed antiquar-

ian and modern miniature book 

items, in separate sections, in 

approximately equal amounts. 

The antiquarian section was subdivided 

into several subjects, including Almanacs 

of several countries, Thumb Bibles, clas

Rico Onuma Memorial Auction

Auction Gives Collectors

A Chance to Win Rare Miniatures

Did you 
know the MBN was
 inspired by THE NEWS-LETTERS 
OF THE LXIVMOS, published by 
James D. Henderson, Scrivener, of 
Boston in the 1920s.



Rebecca Bingham~
“When I discovered the world of miniature 
books, Julian Edison’s name was one of the 
first that I heard. As the founder and editor of 
Miniature Book News, he was admired for 
his meticulous research and for providing on-
going information about 
a topic that had relatively 
few current resources. 
He was also known for 
his collection, of course, 
which was admirable by 
any metric.
   As a new collector, I 
mostly admired him from 
a safe and timid distance. 
When I started publish-
ing and he contacted me 
to order a book, I was 
thrilled and (ok, I admit it) kind of puffed up 
about the whole thing. That early kindness 
meant a lot to me. The respect he showed me 
helped me to respect myself and my fledgel-
ing publishing venture.
   I’ve had a chance to know him a little 
more. That closer contact has reinforced 
my early admiration of him as a force in the 
world of miniature books and has deepened 
that respect with genuine liking and enjoy-
ment of him as a person. Julian Edison is 
truly one of our treasures.”

Susana Lopez del Toro~ 
“I have admired the work of Julian Edison 
since I knew his work and dedication to 
microbibliofilia. For me, Julian has always 
been legendary. So when during the conclave 
of 2015, Karen Nyman came to tell me that 
Julian wanted to meet me, I was surprised 
and flattered. It was a great honor to meet 
Julian in person and chat with him. Congratu-
lations to Julian.”  

Karen Nyman~  
“I joined the Miniature Book Society in June 
of 2005.  Julian was host of the concave in 
Seattle in 2007 and was President of MBS.  
   He was a very busy man! I mentioned to 
him that I was interested in hosting the fol-
lowing year in San Diego. What I remember 
most is that he questioned me quite thorough-
ly about my background and skills to make 
sure I would be able to handle the job.  
   He accepted my offer and the following 
year I hosted the San Diego Conclave.  Julian 
helped me during the entire planning process 
and made sure I was on the right track.  
   Julian became my mentor in the world of 
miniature books and I still go to him 
quite often for advice and counsel. What 
amazes me most about Julian, even more 
than his vast knowledge, is his kindness.  He 
handles everything in the kindest, 
most thoughtful way.  He is a real gentleman 
and I am proud to be his friend.”

Cathie Abney~
“Likable: adj.  pleasing, to find pleasant or 
enjoyable.
Easy Going:  adj.  relaxed, even tempered, 
nonchalant, happy-go-lucky.
Gentleman:  n.  a polite, well-mannered 

man.
   I first came to know of 
him two years ago when 
I started doing the Con-
clave Auction Catalog. 
So generous; whatever 
he donates, he has spe-
cially selected with great 
thought and with great 
hopes for the success of 
the auction.
   I’ve always enjoyed 

watching Julian; looking so dapper in his 
‘Julian style.’ And every now and again that 
smile lights his face, like he quietly remem-
bered a funny story. 
   At McKinney, because of my election to 
Treasurer, he introduced himself to me with 
a two-handed hand shake, the warm and 
“really nice to meet you” kind. I think for 
next year’s conclave I want to ask him to tell 
me about what got him started in miniature 
books. I bet it is fascinating.”

Michael Garbett~ 
“My first Conclave was in Williamsburg in 
1991, and this was where  I met Julian. An 
interesting chap, I thought. An indefatigable  
collector of antiquarian  miniature  books 
and a staunch supporter of the MBS. I like 
to think that since then  we  have become  
friends. He is always interesting  to talk to, 
and  generous with his time and knowledge. 
Hurrah for the Miniature Book News.”

Eileen Cummings~
“Julian was my Vice President and that is 
why I had the Glasgow Cup awarded 
to him. He was my “right arm”  
because my husband suddenly became 
ill in a short time and died in July 2006 
and I needed Julian to follow through with 
presidential duties. It was a horrible year 
for me but thanks to Julian, he followed 
through with all that needed to be done, and 
then some!                  He’s my hero!”

MBS Members Send Their Esteem
From Charming to Invaluable    Resource: Julian Makes his Mark 

Julian Edison  Susana Lopez    Manel García 
             del Toro          de Fuentes  
       Churruca

Amsterdam, 2015

Jim Brogan~
“Julian is a true leader and a man to go to 
when you need to get  job done. When I was 
a relatively new member he asked me to host 
a Conclave. He assured me that he would 
provide ample guidance and help in every 
way he could to make it a success, Princeton 
2009 was certainly a fun time for everyone 
and a learning experience for me. In 2010 
I was toying with the idea of resurrecting 
The Microbibliophile. I asked Julian for his 
advice and counsel. Once again, Julian was 
full of enthusiasm and encouragement and 
his personal  offer to help in any way re-
quired. Truly a leader and facilitator, always 
willing to share his experiences, and provide 
positive reinforcement.”

Arno Gschwendtner ~
An ode to Julian

Before I first met Julian Edison, I had many 
dreams how it would be to meet the biggest 
collector of minibooks that ever lived. 
I was very excited to meet him the first time  
at the conclave in Dublin, Ireland. 
   Julian and I had a long time email and mail 
contact and we exchanged tons of reference 
and secondary literature the years before. 
But when I first met him live in Dublin it 
was like meeting a very good old microbib-
liophile friend - like to read again the same 
book that you read and loved 20 years ago.
   Julian doesn`t only have unbelievable 
knowledge about books and collectors - he is 
always happy to share that enormous knowl-
edge.  Four years ago I had the opportunity 
to visit him, his wonderful wife Hope and his 
incredible book-collection the first time at 
his home in St. Louis.   For me a dream came 
true to see the most important miniature li-
brary anyone in the world has ever collected.  
It was like finding the Holy Grail - it literally 
blew my mind. 
   The collection was not a large pile of books 
- it was a very well, fine selected, with great 
love and passion and knowledge built library 
of miniature books.
   Nearly every minibook that I have seen in 
a bibliography or that I have read about was 
there for physical examination.
   In any language you can imagine, in 
the most beautiful bindings and from the 
beginning of writing and printing until the 
present days.   After three days - and taking 
over 6000 pictures - I needed nearly a year 
to digest all my fantastic impressions of his 
incredible collection.
   Dear Julian, thank you for your gener-
ous sharing of your information, for your 
unbelievable passion to search for and to 
collect the most important miniature books 
and for giving the miniature book world the 
important academic value that it now has -
nobody laughs now when you ask if an anti-
quarian has some miniature books for sale ;-)
   All the best for the next 50 years of col-
lecting, health, new hidden treasures and un-
known minibooks and the same support from 
your lovely wife Hope as the years before
wishes you your Austrian (micro)bibliophile 
friend                   ~ Arno

Dublin Conclave:  Arno Gschwendtner, Kathy King, 
Angelika Jaeck, Julian and Hope Edison
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Bill Stoneman, Harvard University~
“My colleagues and I were pleased to 
open an exhibition of Julian’s miniature 
books when the then newly renovated 
Houghton Library exhibition room  

opened as The Edison 
and Newman Room 
on Thursday 14 April 
2005.   It was a very 
festive occasion and 
acknowledged the 
role of Julian and 
other family members 
in making the renova-
tion possible and in 
endowing a fund to 
support exhibitions 

and public and scholarly programs.  
   On that day Houghton Library pub-
lished a miniature keepsake of the ex-
hibition which was authored by Julian, 
but kept a secret from him.  I suspect 
that you can well imagine the challenge 
in keeping this publication a surprise 
for the author! When I gave the word, 
trays of the keepsake were brought in to 
the Room and it took a while for them 
to be distributed to Julian and those 
assembled, and for them to realize what 
we had done.    
   My colleagues and I had taken the text 
which Julian had prepared for each sec-
tion of the exhibition of his collection 
and reproduced them, complete with a 
final  “Further Reading.”  Julian was 
surprised and delighted.  In a note to me 
afterwards he made what I think of as  
a very Edisonian comment!  “I note that 
the book has its ISBN # (which means 
that the LC is supposed to have two cop-
ies!).”  The book contains a colophon 
and notes that it was published in an 
edition of 1000 copies.  Julian’s delight 
in his collection is infectious and 
especially evident on that day.  We 
thanked him and toasted him and his 
family.  
I wish I had thought then to conclude 
my toast with another very Edisonian 
phrase:  “To Be Continued.” 

Anne Bromer~
“There are few giants in the field of min-
iature books.  That may be an oxymoron, 
but it describes Julian Edison.  He may, 
in fact, be the grandest giant the minia-
ture book world has ever known.
   From his college days at Harvard, 
Julian has collected miniature books 
and then spread the word about these 
treasures through articles, lectures, and 
exhibitions, including one at the Grolier 
Club in NY in 2007 and more recently at 
Washington University in St. Louis.
   For fifty years, Julian has written about 
miniature books through his wonderfully 
informative Miniature Book News. He 
has covered every topic of interest and 
traveled to every country where min-
iatures are prized.  He interviewed and 
fostered relationships with collectors, 
printers, artists, librarians, publishers, 
and at least one bookseller in the field.
   I have known Julian for most of my 
bookselling  career, 
perhaps all fifty 
years of it.  I am 
proud that he co-
authored Miniature 
Books: 4000 years 
of Tiny Treasures 
with me.  It is his 
unparalleded collec-
tion of miniatures 
that formed the 
foundation for that 
book, which is the standard in the field.
   I have never met a more curious per-
son than Julian Edison.  Once he hears 
about a connection to miniature books, 
he pursues it.  There isn’t any impor-
tant miniature at auction that he hasn’t 
known about.  He usually is the buyer 
and then writes about the book and its 
broader subject in MBN for all to learn 
and enjoy
   Thank you Julian.  May you continue 
to flourish for years to come educating 
and edifying all of us fortunate enough 
to share the love of miniature books that 
you so dearly cherish.”

by Jim Brogan
   I hope that everyone has had the oppor-
tunity to visit the new ‘presentations’ sec-
tions within the MBS website.  The inclu-
sion of these files serve three purposes; 
informational sharing with all members, 
facilitation of ideas for a presentation you 
may be thinking about delivering, and 
general ‘outreach’ to public viewers of 
our website. 
   The presentations are a part of a renewed 
interest and expansion of our ‘outreach’ 
activities.  The MBS is a sharing organi-
zation and as such, we all love to 
talk about miniature books.  Our 
talent pool is deep and in some 
areas very specialized.  Meeting 
people, sharing our knowledge, 
and hopefully recruiting new 
members are fun activities.  
   If you have made a presentation to a 
group and would like to share it via our 
‘presentations’ section, please forward it 
to Karan Nyman who maintains the or-
ganizational web page content.  There 
are several other activities that I want to 
mention in my brief message today and 
as we develop the plans for the activities, 
I will share them with everyone through 
our website, our email message protocol, 
and our Newsletter.  If you have addi-
tional ideas or thoughts please feel free 
to contact me directly so I can understand 
what your ideas are and how they may 
help us grow the organization.
   Already in place and ongoing are our 
efforts with our traveling exhibits in both 
the United States and Europe, the annual 
MBS book Competition, and our most 
recent implementation of the Student As-

sistance Grants process.  An additional 
opportunity that we are working on de-
veloping is teaming with The Creativity 
Caravan on things that will outreach di-
rectly to adults and children regarding the 
introduction of miniature books into their 
lives.  
   We are just beginning this planning and 
do not have anything concrete to share 
just yet but we hope this will be a ma-
jor new step for the MBS.  Amy Tingle 
and Maya Stein, the founders of The Cre-
ativity Caravan, are extremely talented 

people.  They recently com-
pleted a 10,000-mile caravan 
trip across the United States 
helping people understand that 
‘tiny books matter’.  Amy and 
Maya provided a recap, as our 

guest speakers at the Awards Banquet at 
the McKinney Conclave, of their very 
successful caravan and ongoing work.  
Their website is www.thecreativitycara-
van.com.
   I hope that my brief recap of our ‘out-
reach’ activities will spark a few ideas.  
We can work together to move our orga-
nization forward on our journey through 
the world of miniature books.   

Outreach
Help Move Mini’s Forward

Correction:
 The “Exhibition Catalog” erroneous-
ly printed Manuel Garcia de Fuentes y 
Churruca’s email.  The correct email is: 
notario@notariachurruca.com
Use this email if you wish to order 
Las Edades Del Hombre 
(The Ages of Man)
Manuel Garcia de Fuentes y Churruca

Garciadefuentes Press
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Texas-Size Conclave
Rocks Our World

It may seem amazing that something 
that is only three inches high and made 

out of paper could attract so many people 
to one spot once a year.  But it happened 
for its 34th time in Texas.
   Collecting miniature books may be a 
passion for the people who attended the 
McKinney Conclave hosted by Ray and 
Barbara Williamson, but it just couldn’t 
compare to the joy of sharing that passion 
with the 68 fellow microbibliophiles.
   Each collector was greeted with a bas-
ket of 26 lovingly made keepsakes which 
ranged from the artistic Rebecca Bing-
ham’s “Fadeaway Girls” foldout minia-
ture to Pat Sweet’s 22 “Songs of Texas.”  
   After the Texas Barbecue Buffet, the 
Silent Auction was held with nearly 100 
bids on 18 miniatures.  The result was 
$682.50 into the MBS coffers.
   The Conclave hotel, a luxury Sheraton 
Hotel, offered a wonderful night’s sleep.  
Saturday morning started out with the 
Annual General Meeting.  President Ste-
phen Byrne presided.  
   Jim Brogan and Tony Firman presented 
their workshops on “Keepsakes: A Shoe-
box Full of Memories” and “The Arche-
ology of Bookbinding.”  The evening 
auction netted over $4,000.
   After a most successful Sunday morn-
ing Book Fair, the Conclave gathered one 
more time for the Awards Banquet.  Amy 
Tingle and Maya Stein presented a pro-
gram about their ‘Tiny Book Show.’ 
   Awards were presented to Cherry Wil-
liams, Yarnell Award for significant con-
tribution to the MBS and Mariana Blau 
The Norman Forgue Award for contri-
bution to the world of miniature books.  
President Stephen Byrne announced the 
coveted Glasgow Cup went to Ray and 
Barbara Williamson.

Glasgow Cup recpients
Ray and Barbara Williamson

A quick conference between Dorothy Yule and 
Susan Hunt Yule (or is that Susan Hunt Yule and 
Dorothy Yule?) during the Saturday evening Live 
Auction determines just how much they should bid 
or wait.

Welcome to Texas, Y’all Flags were placed in flow-
er displays on every table for the opening session.  
Treasurer, Karen Nyman, listens to President Ste-
phen Byrne open the 34th Conclave.

“For He’s a Jolly Good Fellow” brought the entire Conclave to their feet to sing the praises of  
President             Stephen Byrne.  Tammy Miller, Shannon Strubble,  Caroline Brandt, Neale  
     Albert, Carol  Kouyoumdjian and Barbara
                Williamson showed they love for 
                       Byrne’s hard work.

A Perfect  Cheerleader,  Joan 
Knoetzer led the Conclave in hon-
oring the rather shy President Ste-
phen Byrne. 

A perfect display of Pat 
Sweet’s Bo Press Books 
attracts buyers from 
members and from the 
McKinney community.  

A newcomer discovers the world of miniatures.
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Distinguished Winners

The Twins’ Travels
Dorothy A. Yule
Susan Hunt Yule 

XI LXIVMOS:
Memoirs of a Bibliomidget

Anne Brommer

Tsuki yo no Mahiru
Miyako Akai

A little public display of affection from Pat Caer-
narven-Smith before Tony Firman gives his talk on 
“The Archeology of Bookbinding” during the Satur-
day sessions is totally welcomed.  Firman, the Book 
Exhibition Chair and a major maker of miniature 
books both entertained and informed the Conclave  
through his interactive display of major bookbind-
ing innovtions throughout the ages.  Firman owns 
Tony Firman Bookbinding in Haslet, Texas.

A trailer named “Maude” (Mobile Art Unit De-
signed for Everyone) introduces the Conclave and 
the world to miniature Books.  Amy Tingle and 
Maya Stein gave the banquet night presentation.

Every great man has an even greater spouse and 
Stephen Byrne, President of the Miniature Book So-
ciety has Marian, one of the most able ladies and 
one of most humorous.   Nina Mazzo reacts to an-
other hilarious quip from Marian.  The two finally 
settled down as the auction got started.

Out of 21 entries from seven countries the Dis-
tinguished Book Awards went to three MBS mem-
bers: Miyako Akai for “Tsuki yo no Mahiru,” 
Anne Bromer for “XI LXIVMOS: Memoirs of a 
Bibliomidget”and  Dorothy Yule and Susan Hart 
Yule for “The Twins’ Travels.”

Changeabouts
Glen Bessner
34 Lafayette Drive
Woodmere NY  11598
516 295-9587 (h)
718 266-0432 (o)
718 373-4041 (f)
glen@sbelectricalsupply.com

Lori Dekydtspotter
3019 E. Daniel Street
Bloomington IN  47401
812 334- 7634 (h)
812 855-3157 (o)
812 340-4709 (cell)
LOdekydt@indiana.edu

Linus & 
Mary Kay Downes
14808 Harvest Court
Centreville VA  20120
703 266-9556 (h)
703 222-8126 (cell)
mkdownes@fcps.edu

Charlotte Estep
5300 West Wildlife Lane
Tishomingo OK  73460
580 371-9689 (h)
580 371-6229 (cell)
c.estep@hotmail.com

Jonathan D. Finch
2410 FM 546
McKinney TX  75069-1277
972 898-4213 (cell)
JDFBooks78@gmail.com

Donna Gephart
1992 Ridgewood Drive
Eureka CA  95503-6676
707 442-8747 (h)
707 845-2120 (cell)
gephart.donna@gmail.com

Marjorie D. Korb
508 South Ruston Avenue
Evansville IN  47714
812 477-2603 (h)
mdkorb@gmail.com

Melinda Morgan
85-25 86th Street
Woodhaven NY  11421-1203
214 336-6382 (cell)
melindamorgan777@yahoo.com

Jenny Pickett
8352 Lullwater Drive
Dallas TX  75218-1148
214 503-3196 (home)
214 215-6607 (cell)
SJAPickett@msn.com
Free Range Box Co.

April Powers
101 Pruett Street
Blue Ridge TX  75424-4444
682-240-9717 (cell)
april_powers@yahoo.com 

Renewed 
Members:
Rebecca Bingham
Rebecca Press
6805 Forest Hill Drive
University Park MD  20782-1439
301 699-5438 (h)
301 455-5961 (cell)
rbingham@ix.netcom.com
resabi.net/collecting-miniature-books-2/

Address 
Changeabouts:

Suzanne Pfeiffer
7406 Spring Village Drive #210
Springfield VA  22150-4481

David Rutgers
4395 70th Street, Unit 13
La Mesa CA  91942
619 980-6445 (cell)
619 232-6555 (o)

Sharon A. Sharp 
3320 Robinhood Road Unit 514 
Winston-Salem NC 27106 
828 964-2190 (cell)
sharphandmadebooks@gmail.com

Email 
Changeabouts:

Sue & Steve Herber
sue@sueherber.com

Telephone
Changeabouts:

Reverend 
Joseph L. Curran
617 547-0399 (o)

New Members:

Better Rush to Renew
Your own MBS
Membership!
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Membership inquiries and dues payments:
Karen Nyman, Membership Chair
702 Rosecrans Street
San Diego, CA 92106-3013
(619) 226-4441
karennyman2@cox.net

Newsletter Editor
Rick Hill
9290 Tower Side Drive #406
Fairfax, VA  22031
(972) 345-3619
mbsnews@cox.net

Miniature Book News Editor
Julian Edison
8 St. Andrews Drive
St. Louis MO 63124
(314) 567-3533
jiestl@mac.com

Manuscripts, letters, “My Mini Memo” and news 
items are welcomed and are subject to editing due 
to space and style limitations. Preferably submis-
sions should be made electronically, by e-mail or 
disk. Attachments in Microsoft Word for text  and 
JPEG for images are preferred. Articles in the 
Newsletter do not necessarily express the views of 
the Board or of the Editor.

Deadline for the next issue
February 1, 2017

Printed by
Alliance Printing & Mailing Services
Middletown, OH

Issued in March, July, November. Items for pub-
lication, including advertising material, should be 
sent to the Editor.  Publication deadlines are: Feb-
ruary 1, June 1, October 1.  Payment for advertising 
should be made to Miniature Book Society Inc. 
and sent to the Treasurer.

The Miniature Book Society is an international 
nonprofit organization founded in 1983 and char-
tered by the state of Ohio, USA. Its purposes are to 
sustain interest in all aspects of miniature books; to 
provide a forum for the exchange of ideas; to serve 
as a clearinghouse for information about miniature 
books.

Website: www.mbs.org

Board of Governors for 2016
President: Stephen Byrne
Vice-President: James Brogan
Secretary: Gail Faulkner
Treasurer: Karen Nyman

Members at-large:
Cherry Williams
Michael Garbett
Darleen Cordova
Melinda Brown

Membership in the Society is open to all inter-
ested individuals, organizations, and institutions 
Membership dues in United States dollars: $40.00 
individual/couple for USA members, $45.00 in-
dividual/couple for Canadian members; $55.00 
individual/couple outside North America. Corpo-
rate membership: $50.00 (USA), $55.00 (Canada), 
$65.00 (outside North America).

Miniature Book Society Newsletter
A publication of the Miniature Book Society Inc. Number 103

Send ads to:
Rick Hill

9290 Tower Side Drive, Apt 406
Fairfax, Virginia 22031-6038

email: mbsnews@cox.net

Mail payments for ads (in US dollars)
(paypal address minibook@cox.net) to:

Karen Nyman, Treasurer
702 Rosecrans Street

San Diego, CA 92106-3013

Advertising Rates
Full Page
1/2  Page
1/4  Page

4.5”    x  7.5”
4.5”    x  3.75”
2.25”  x  3.75”

$100
$50
$30

James Jim Harner, 
70, passed away peace-
fully on May 26 in 
Richmond, Virginia. 
He received his B.S. 
(magna cum laude) from 
Indiana State University 
in 1967 and his Ph.D. 
from the University of 

IllinoisUrbana-Champaign in 1972. He was a 
professor of English at Bowling Green State 
University (Ohio) from 1971-1988; from 
1988 to 2015, he was a professor of English at 
Texas A&M University, where he was named 
the Samuel Rhea Gammon Professor of Lib-
eral Arts in 2000.
    A noted bibliographer, he was the author 
or editor of more than 30 books (print and 
electronic) including the Modern Language 
Associations Literary Research Guide (which 
went through six editions and which, in 2009, 
received the American Publishers Associa-
tion award for the best humanities electronic 
publication and was named one of the Times 
Literary Supplements highly selective books 
of the year for 2009). For his editing of the 
World Shakespeare Bibliography Online 
(1988-2015), he received both the Besterman 
Medal and the Besterman/McColvin medals 
(the only person to have received both).
   A lifelong book collector, he amassed one of 
the worlds most complete collection of minia-
ture editions of Shakespeare.

Remembering
Miniature Book SocietyFRIENDS

Juniper Von Phitzer aka Lloyd L. Neilson died peacefully on September 17, 2015.  The 
Juniper Von Phitzer Press Archive has found a home at The Lilly Library, Indiana University, 
Bloomington. In addition to the 89 miniature Juniper Von Phitzer Press books published from 
1985 to 2005, with a guide to that collection written by Marvin R. Hiemstra, the Archive includes 
a collection of miniature books that inspired the Press and reference books for the printer.

Robert D Fleck Jr.  
Robert D. Fleck, Jr., of 
New Castle, Delaware, 
passed away after a brief 
battle with cancer, on 
Thursday, September 22, 
2016. Robert was born 
on February 4, 1947. 

    He graduated from University of Delaware 
in 1969 with a BS in Chemical Engineering 
and from University of Virginia in 1971 with 
an MS, also in Chemical Engineering. He 
worked only briefly as an engineer before de-
ciding to follow his passion for books.
    He founded and spent 40 years running Oak 
Knoll Books as an antiquarian book dealer. He 
specialized in the field of books about books; 
essentially the history of all aspects of book 
making, including printing, typography, bind-
ing, design and papermaking. Bob was also 
lucky enough to have his son Rob join him 
in business at Oak Knoll after Rob graduated 
from the University of Delaware.
   He was well-known and respected through-
out the international antiquarian community, 
serving as president of both the ABAA and the 
ILAB during his long career. 
    When not involved with books, Bob en-
joyed his Friday night dates with his wife Mil-
lie, playing tennis, watching sunsets with a 
glass of wine at their beach house in Fenwick, 
watching Phillies games, and spending time 
with family, especially his grandchildren.
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After 52 Years, 
Selling over 4,700 Miniature

Books in Collection

  An EXCEL  file of the miniature book 
inventory will be emailed to you. Feel 
free to ask for more photos on miniature 
books and/or the other collections.
  I reserve the right to not sell some items. 
The Excel list is updated monthly. Only 
the latest list with prices will be honored. 
To request list or correspond, PLEASE, 
indicate “miniature books” on subject 
line.
Personal checks accepted from MBS 
members, in US dollars. Paypal is accept-
ed (with 3.9% of total to cover fees).

For those of you who are MBS members, 
please EMAIL to the listing in the directory. 

All others, please utilize email link:
books@miniaturebooksforsale.com

THE MICROBIBLIOPHILE©

A Bimonthly Journal About Miniature Books
 and the Book Arts, since 1977

The Microbibliophile
P. O. Box 5453

North Branch, NJ 08876
Try a single issue $7.00

First-class postpaid

Subscription & Advertising Information:
editor@microbibliophile77.com

  

It’s Time
to 

RENEW
Send your RENEWAL form 
and Check for $40 or $45 for 
International Membership  

Karen Nyman, 
Membership Chair
702 Rosecrans Street
San Diego, CA 92106-3013

Or you will have nothing
but memories of the
Miniature Book Society!

Thanks Julian,for 50 Years 
         of   the   MBN
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Miniature Books
 at Oak Knoll

Take 20% off when you shop online!
Enter MINI20 at checkout to redeem.

Browse our stock of over 1,300 books at
www.oakknoll.com/mini

Personalized quotes and catalogues available upon request.


