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Stephen Byrne

President’s Message 

My first pleasurable duty is to say a very sincere thank you 
to Tine Krijnen  for her wonderful organization of the Conclave 
in Amsterdam. Everyone was in agreement that this was a very 
special event, well planned and full of interesting things to do. 
I know that more will be said elsewhere in this issue, and I will 
leave it to other contributors to fill in some details and add their 
thoughts.

Once again our competition brought splendid examples 
of the work of miniature book makers, and thanks go to Tony 

Firman for his organization, and to the judges for their efforts.
Next I would like to thank all those who voted in the election of MBS Officers. As it 

turned out the slate was elected unanimously. We now have the task of taking the MBS 
forward through the next few years, and I am always pleased to hear from members 
who have ideas for future development and for outreach to the wider public. If you 
have ideas don’t keep them to yourself, communicate them to the Board members, by 
email, letter or phone. We are ready and waiting for your ideas.

One idea we have had suggested is that if you are unable to get to Conclave, 
show your support by sending a bundle of keepsakes, just to let delegates know 
that you are thinking about them. Nothing too elaborate, just a greeting. I’ll remind 
you in a later issue so you can prepare something for the 2016 Conclave that will be 
held in McKinney, TX, hosted by Barbara and Ray Williamson. The recent issue of the 
Microbibliophile has a center spread of some of the keepsakes from this year. 

Thank you for your support of the Miniature Book Society. 

Editor’s Note:

Congratulations to Tine Krijnen on a very successful Grand Conclave! As this editor 
is the next Conclave host, let me say, Tine, you are one hard act to follow. We’ll do our 
best here in Texas in 2016. Look forward to more information and shameless marketing 
in the MBS Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/groups/162789178994/) and 
in upcoming Newsletters. P.S. If you haven’t yet paid your MBS dues, please sit down 
and do it now by mail or Paypal to Treasurer Karen Nyman.
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Sixty-five Miniature Book Society members from eleven countries gathered in 
Amsterdam beginning Thursday, August 6, 2015 (pre-Conclave touring) through Monday, 
August 10, 2015. The gracious Conclave hosts were Tine Krijnen and her husband Hans. 
So many attendees have commented on the friendly and welcoming attention provided 
by the staff at the Conclave’s Bilderberg Garden Hotel. Tine treated early attendees to a 
world famous Book Fair in the town of Deventer with hundreds of book dealers. Early 
attendees also enjoyed a dinner party at an Italian restaurant, Dal Barone.  

On Friday as the MBS Board met to handle business matters, other attendees toured 
every nook and cranny of Amsterdam. Tine provided a self-guided list of very interesting 
museums, hidden courtyards, antique 
stores, libraries, churches, and restaurants. 
Registration opened Friday afternoon 
with a surprise! Tine distributed a “make-
your-own keepsake” of Amsterdam…a 
map folded into a box, with surprise pages 
for autographs of all the members who 
were arriving. A lot of cutting and stapling 
apparently occurred with cocktails in 
hand. The keepsake bag this year was 
full of inventive and clever items. This 
great Conclave beginning was followed 
with evening activities in the brand new 
Restaurant De Kersentuin - beautiful, 
modern, sleek with windows overlooking 
their garden. There members enjoyed 
dinner, a book swap, and silent auction.

Following Saturday’s breakfast was 
the MBS General Meeting. The MBS 
Board presented the Annual Report. It 
was favorable, primarily due to generous 
donations by our wonderful members 

and careful cost-cutting measures by our various volunteer committees. With more 
donations, we can help build our publications fund, so that we can possibly receive a 

publication book next year when we 
meet in McKinney, Texas.  Remember you 
can give a gift of membership to a friend 
or just add a little extra to your dues, if 
you are able.  PLEASE MAKE SURE TO PAY 
YOUR DUES NOW! It is essential to keep our 
Society alive and solvent.

President Stephen Byrne and Vice-
President Jim Brogan were elected for 
another 2 years - 2016 and 2017.  Darleen 
Cordova was elected as a member-at-large 
for another 3 years. Gail Faulkner and Karen 
Nyman will serve the second year of their 
2-year terms in 2016.

The Grand Conclave 2016, next year in McKinney, Texas, USA will be held on August 
5 – 8.  The Conclave hosts are Barbara and Ray Williamson (willibj1@att.net). McKinney is 
served by two nearby airports, Dallas Fort Worth International and Dallas Love Field with 
great airfares. The Conclave headquarters is the Sheraton McKinney, a new state-of-the- 
art hotel. Great plans are in the works with tours of the Stanley Marcus Miniature Book 
Collection at SMU, a reception at the University of North Texas’ Miniature Book Collection, 
a tour of the Bush Presidential Library, workshops, good ole warm Texas hospitality and 
great food! 

Saturday afternoon members boarded a bus for a 45-minute trip to The Hague.  They 
toured the Koninklijke Bibliotheek (KB) and the Meermanno Museum.  We met Ricky Tax 
who is the collection manager for the Meermanno.  He introduced us to the Bibliotheca 
Thurkowiana Minor, a wonderful cabinet designed and constructed for the museum by 
Gus and Luce Thurkow, founders of the Catharijne Press. Tax opened this magnificent 
case…a miniature book library with a hidden room for erotica.  The library included a 
desk, globe, statue of Don Quixote, and beautifully carved desk and shelving in a two-
story representation of a regular library, all done in miniature.  Mr. Tax regaled members 
with its history at the final banquet on Sunday evening.  Members left this exhibit to go 

on a bus tour through The Hague, 
a beautiful and peaceful city.  Then 
back to the hotel for a big evening 
of bidding on over 127 auction 
books.  Michael Garbett was the 
auctioneer this year, as Father Joe 
Curran could not make the trip. 
In "Father Joe" tradition, Michael 
facilitated a fun and exciting 
auction. The Annual Auction raised 
$3,034 to help our organization.  

The much-anticipated Annual 
Miniature Book Fair was held on 

Silent Book Auction

MBS General Business Meeting with Stephen Byrne,  
Gail Faulkner.

Bibliotheca Thurkowiana Minor by Gus and Luce Thurkow

Miniature Book Society’s
Amsterdam Grand Conclave XXXIII Report
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Sunday. It was truly an international 
gathering with miniature books 
and dealers from all over the world.  
The Book Fair is a mecca for any 
microbibliophile.   Angelika Jaeck 
invited 30 of her German Book Club 
friends to the event. Some of the 
other dealers were Horst-Dieter 
Branser (Germany), Michael Garbett, 
(England) Ian and Aidan Kahn (Maine, 
USA), Manuel Garcia de Fuentes 
(Spain), Emil Goozairow and Yaroslav 
Kostyuk (Russia), Jarmila Sobota 

and Jana Pribikova (Czech Republic),  Stephan 
Ortbaurer, Master Bookbinder, (Austria), and Arno 
Gschwendtner (Switzerland).  

The evening Awards Banquet concluded the 
Conclave. Robert Orndorff , Awards Chair, presented 
the 2015 awards: The Anderson Yarnell Award to 
Darleen Cordova, the Norman Forgue Award to 
Muriel Underwood, and the President’s special 
award, The Glasgow Cup, to Past President, Mark 
Palkovic.  Congratulations to all.  The three 2015 
Distinguished Competition Book Awards went to 
Roberto Patetta (Italy) for L’Homme Aux Quarante 
Ecus; Dorothy A. Yule, Left Coast Press, Hediday; and 
Manuel Garcia de Fuentes, garciadefuentes press, La 
Corbata (The Tie). 

The post-Conclave tour on Monday began with a bus ride 
through the city to the village of Hoorn where everyone boarded 
a century-old steam train.  The train ride included a very detailed 
explanation and demonstration of early 20th century period 
Dutch clothing customs. The train arrived at the next location, 
Medemblik in time for a short walking tour of the village.  The next 
stage of the adventure included boarding a small steamship for 
a relaxing hour-long passage to the Zuiderzee Museum, which 
included many shops and period exhibits.  A great day for all! 
Heartfelt gratitude to our host, Tine Krijnen! P.S. The 2015 Grand 
Conclave was profitable! MBS netted $3,413.83 after all expenses.

Michael Garbett, Auctioneer

Annual Miniature Book Fair

Glasgow Cup awarded 
to Mark Palkovic

THE 2015 MINIATURE BOOK COMPETITION
By Tony Firman

 As always, the books submitted this year were very impressive. There were a 
total of 21 entries, coming from six countries: Australia, France, Italy, Japan, Spain, and 
the USA. Once again the judges undoubtedly had a real challenge, but their comments 
make it clear that they faced that challenge diligently. As expected, the entries 
covered a wide range of subject matter, both fiction and non-fiction, and there was a 
corresponding variety in the formats and binding of the entries.

The 2015 Competition Catalog continues the style that has proven very successful 
for the last two years. It provides representative photographs of both the outside and 
the inside of each book, together with a brief paragraph on the subject matter (in 
other words, the contents of the book), plus another on the format and binding (in 
technical terms, “the container”). Each entry receives an entire page of coverage, and 
each of the three winners receives two pages, including larger photographs and the 
judges’ comments.

How the judges managed to select three of these wonderful books to receive 
Distinguished Book Awards is beyond me, but they did. You can see the results and 
judges’ comments in your Catalog, which you should have received by now. However, 
here is a brief summary of the results.

Winner: L’Homme aux Quarante Écus; a novel by Voltaire from 1768, in a classic 
half-leather binding by Roberto Patetta, with a matching slip-case. Roberto lives in 
Milan, Italy; he is not an MBS member, nor has he previously entered the Competition.

Winner: Hediday; subtitled “A portable holiday to celebrate the work of Hedi Kyle”, 
this tour de force by Dorothy A. Yule consists of five linked components incorporating 
various structures created by Kyle. Dorothy has won Distinguished Book Awards in the 
past.

Winner: La Corbata (The Tie); a study of the history and techniques of the necktie 
created by Manuel Garcia de Fuentes, and bound by Dolores Díaz Gallego. An 
outstanding feature of the book is its binding in the form of a man’s shirt and tie, and 
its packaging is a miniature replica of a haberdasher’s shirt box.

The results of this year’s Competition continue to tell us that miniature 
bookbinding is alive and well. We should encourage more entries from young people, 
like those from the 2014 Competition. It would be very exciting to see that sort of 
participation again, so if you know a school where there is a book arts program, 
please get in touch with them, and urge them to enter their students’ work in future 
Competitions. As always, the Competition and the Catalog are made possible only 
by the work done by my fellow committee-members: Ray Williamson, who made 
the photographs; Barbara Williamson, who post-processed the photographs so they 
reproduced so well in the catalog; and Pat Caernarven-Smith, who assisted with 
research and proofreading.
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PIERRE-ANDRE BENOIT
Little known in the Americas, Pierre-Andre Benoit was a famous French poet, author, 

painter, illustrator, publisher, bookseller, collector, and creator of artists’ books. He was 
born in Ales, in the south of France in 1921 and died in 1993.

According to Wikipedia, PAB (as he was known) was responsible for producing nearly 
425 livres d’artists (artist’s books), providing writings and/or illustrations in collaboration 
with many of the important French artists of the twentieth century, including Braque, 
Picasso, and Miro.

On January 23, 2015 there was a large auction in Paris of 215 works from PAB’s 
collection. The sale included books, paintings, and works of art on paper. And, if we 
use 4 inches or 100 mm in height as the usual European standard for the definition of a 
miniature book, the sale included almost 30 examples. About a dozen met the English 
definition of three inches, the smallest being a book only 5 x 4 mm! Most of these 
miniature books were produced in his hometown of Ales, from the 1950s to the 1990s.

The lengthy preface in the sale catalogue described Pierre, with exceptional 
sensitivities, coming from a provincial bourgeois family into a world of letters. He 
became a meteorologist at 21, but an unpublished poem caught the attention of Michel 
Seuphor, a famous author, who became PAB’s mentor. After ten years as an editor, his 
father gave him a printing press with types in 1946, and his destiny became fixed. He 
became devoted to aesthetic research, literary, and metaphysical interests.

He wanted to live as a free man. His activities alternated between becoming a printer, 
bookseller, author, illustrator, writer, illustrator of poems of his friends, and collector of 
art and books. The catalogue preface went on to say that “PAB was a paradoxical man, 
he oscillated between contrary poles: metaphysical and the senses, between infinity 
and the tiny, between friendship and solitude, between eternity and the moment.”

In the 1950s and again in the 1980s he wrote two and four-line poems which he then 
printed in miniature-size books using the same text-type and format. The books were 
then beautifully bound by famous French binders, particularly George Leroux. PAB’s 
aesthetic mantra was simplicity, in both the poems and printing style. He was quoted as 
saying “nothing is more difficult than simplicity.”

In 1989 PAB donated his collection of art works to his hometown, Ales. The town 
purchased a castle, the Chateau de Rochebelle, to house his collection of modern and 
contemporary art, dominated by the graphic arts. The second floor is devoted to PAB’s 
passion for books, including books of small format. The museum is open daily, except 
holidays, and is a popular  draw for Ales.

The sale at the Tajan Auction house in Paris included over 200 lots of art works that 
PAB had collected, paintings, prints and sculptures, as well as some of his own books, 
including about a dozen of the smallest miniature books.

The miniature books were among the most sought after in the sale, with the prices 
realized generally far above the estimates. Some of the books sold are shown below, 
with prices realized in Euros (One Euro = approximately 1.10 dollars):

Lot 36:  ETE 54. Ales, PAB; 1954 oblong 12 x 17 mm. 
Poem, 24 copies. (Leroux, 1992). One of the smallest books published
By PAB. Realized 5,965 euros, hammer.

Lot 50: Meurs. Ales, PAB, 1960; 41 x 30 mm.  
Bullfi ghting poem, inspired by the original drypoint by
Pablo Picasso on celluloid. 50 copies signed by Picasso and PAB.
Realized 17,397 euros.
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1 -  New York: Hotel McAlpin, n.d. Knickerbocker Leather and Novelty 
This is an advertising copy.

2 - London: Hill, n.d. 199 pp. 3 ½" x 2 ½".
3 -  Venice: Rosen, 1906. 256 pp. 2 7/8" x 2 ¼".
4 -  Cincinnati: Mosaic Press, 1982. n.p. ½" x 7/16".
5 -  [Chester Le Street, Co. Durham, UK: Cesterian Press,] 2006. n.p.
6 -  London: T. Fisher Unwin, n.d. 256 pp.
7 -  New York: Little Leather Library, n.d. 156 pp.
8 -  London: Burgess and Bowes, n.d. 252 pp.
9 -  West Molesey, Surrey: Brady, 2002. 252 pp.
10- Boston: H. M. Caldwell, n.d. [1900s?]. 247 pp. 

Printed by the Ballantyne Press, Edinburgh.
11- Edinburgh: Nimmo, May, and Mitchell, n.d. 247 pp.
12-  [No place: Barbara Raheb, [1977?]. 256 pp.13/16" x 11/16.
13- No place: No publisher, no date. [18 pp.]. 7/16" x 5/8".
14- Pittsburgh: Pittsburgh Bank for Savings, n.d. 217 pp. 

Printed by Kinckerbocker Leather and Novelty Co. 3 ¼"  x 2 ¼".

JIM HARNER’S SHAKESPEARE COLLECTION

Shakespeare is perhaps the world’s most popular author and the most used for the 
creation of miniature books. And Jim Harner, Ph.D, has collected most of them!

Jim has been a member of our Society, first attending the Conclave in New Orleans 
back in 2005. He recently retired as Professor of English and the Samuel Rhea Gammon 
Professor of Liberal Arts at Texas A&M where he had been since 1988. He has received 
many international and national awards in the academic and library areas of bibliography 
of both literary research and especially Shakespeare. He was the Editor of the “World 
Shakespeare Bibliography Online” from 1989-2014. In addition he has maintained a 
close relationship with the Folger Shakespeare Library in Washington, DC, where he says 
he expects to bequeath his Shakespeare collection.

Talking with Jim he explained that he has been a book collector since his undergraduate 
days. While at TAMU around 2003 with his kids gone he said they no longer needed such 
a large house. So he began downsizing by giving away many of his larger books but still 
wanted to collect something. 

After spending an afternoon examining the miniature Shakespeare volumes in the 
Ruth Adomeit collection in the Lilly Library at Indiana University in Bloomington, he 
started collecting Shakespearean miniature books in earnest.

Jim further told me that he stopped collecting the mini-Shakespeares in 2014 when 
he was preparing to move to Virginia in his retirement. Of his collection, most are 
three inches in height or below, but there are several above 3 inches, mostly multiyear 
sets, and some others included “since they are important in the publishing history of 
“miniature Shakespeares”. 

He graciously sent 
me the list of his entire 
collection, which he says 
he never counted. The list 
seems to show about 300 
entries. For example, we 
have condensed the list 
to show the 10 different 
editions just of Hamlet, 
Prince of Denmark. There 
are 14 editions of The 
Merchant of Venice, 13 for A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream, 
and so on.  Since the list 
is too long to include in 
MBN, readers may request 
the list by emailing your 
editor (jiestl@mac.com). 

A list of 14 different printed editions of The Merchant of Venice, 
all in Jim Harner's collection.

Lot 84: Victory. Rivers, PAB, 1987;  34 x 42 oblong. 13 copies; 13 copies (Georges Leroux, 
1989). Realized 9,941 euros.

Lot 86:  Rivers, PAB, 1988; oblong 13 x 21 mm. (Leroux 1991) 
10 copies on vellum.with 2 originals gouaches. 12,427 euros.

Lot 87:  Net. Rivers, PAB, 1988; oblong 20 x 25 mm. 
Poem. 14 copies. (Leroux 1992). The extreme care required to
achieve a binding mosaic of such size and such perfection seems 
Impossible to man’s fi ngers. 14,912 euros.

mailto:jiestl@mac.com
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INDEXES FOR MINIATURE BOOK INFORMATION
We now have three different online indexes or lists of information where anybody 

can find published information about miniature books and the miniature book world, 
by computer.

Two indexes can be found on mbs.org, the Miniature Book Society website, and the 
third has recently become available on request.

The Miniature Book News (MBN) index contains an alphabetical listing of the articles 
in the MBN newsletters from its beginning in 1965 to the present. (By comparison, the 
15 News-letters of the LXIVMOS index, published between 1921 and 1929, which was 
prepared by Robert E. Massmann, is available in a book by that name, but is not available 
online.)

The second online index is the Miniature Book Society (MBS) Newsletter Index. This 
index, in great detail, was prepared by Karen Nyman, and encompasses information in 
all issues of the MBS journal from its beginning in 1983 up to 2013.

The third index has recently been prepared by Jim Brogan, editor of The Micro-B (MB) 
journal. This index contains a chronological list of 1898 line items going back to1977. 
Jim describes this index as a Microsoft Excel spreadsheet that is searchable as well as 
sort-capable. It is available upon request, as he does not intend at this time to post it 
online or mail all of the subscribers a blind copy. You can write Jim or request by email 
at jbrogan1@verizon.net.

All three indexes are very extensive and they do not overlap.
The MBN Index Includes information such as the title or subject of an article, 

indicating whether it includes illustrations, or a person, a book, auction results, and 
other information. The title indicates in which MBN issue the article can be found.

The MBS Newsletter Index gives similar information, including titles of articles by 
month and year of publication, but does not include listings of new books or the MBN 
Index.

The Micro-B index contains a list of items and articles in chronological order from 
January 1977 to the present. Each line will show an article by title, author, and publisher 
(if a book), and other information. This index includes titles of newly published miniature 
books which the other two indexes do not.

Creative Shakespeare examples by Maryline 
Poole Adams, in Harner's collection.

Two of Jim Harner's miniature book cases.

mailto:jbrogan1@verizon.net
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TOKYO MINIATURE BOOK SALOON

In 1979 the first bookshop in the world devoted 
exclusively to miniature books opened in an 
upscale area of Tokyo, Japan. 

An article about “The Miniature Book Oval 
Saloon, Lilliput” appeared in MBN 43 (December 
1980), reporting that it had 1250 mini-book titles 
and 3,000 volumes in stock, from around the world, 
both antiquarian and modern. Media publicity 
heralded the opening.

The shop was the creation of Mr. Kazushige 
Onuma, who was the president of a large periodical 
distribution company, Periodica Japonica, Inc., in 
Tokyo, dealing in back issues of foreign academic 
periodicals.

In 2003 I was in touch with Rico Onuma, 
Kazushige’s daughter, who had been working as 
the manager of the Saloon for the previous 10 
years. Rico subsequently gave me information 
about  this tiny and unique shop which we 
reported on in an article in MBN 116 (April, 2003). 
We excerpt from that article:

The Oval Saloon bookstore was named so 
because of its oval shape. Rico was delighted to 
find an old file with letters from me to her father 
dating back to 1977.

Rico reported that the shop specialized in 
all kinds of European and American miniature 
books, up to 3 inches, and held nearly 4,000 titles in stock. Two-thirds were modern 
publications, and about one-third were antiquarian. She indicated that most of their 
customers were Japanese. “Miniature books appeal to some discerning people who are 
fond of fine bindings, printings, papers, illustrations, etc. However, young collectors are 
on the increase in recent years.”

That report was 12 years ago. Sadly, Rico’s father wrote a letter, dated September 24, 
2015, to “Dear Editors” (Barbara Williamson 
& Karen Nyman) informing them that his 
only daughter, Rico, had recently died, at 
56, of cancer. He wrote that “She, instead 
me, used to manage my whole collections 
and tiny shop at Aoyama area since 1979. 
NHK, Japan’s national TV, introduced the 
LILLIPUT as the only specialized shop of 
miniature books in the world (where he 
was interviewed). My name is indexed in 
Bondy’s Miniature Books as a collector.”

Kazushige goes on to say that he 
is now aged 86 and has decided to 
close the shop. “I have no personal 
computer nor mobile phone as a 
20th century old man deserted in 
“nuovo cimento (new ordeal)” But 
I can enjoy these sad days with my 
six racing horses at the last stage 
of my life. My collection will be 
sold at a liberal and reasonable 
price a lot to a willing collector or 

dealer and by circumstances at 
auction.”

Sadly it appears that an iconic, 
lovely and unique bookshop 
offering miniature books 
exclusively for over 36 years will 
no longer be around. We send 
our condolences to Kazushige 
and wish him well.

Kazushige's daughter, Rico is 
shown in two of the photos 
inside the Lilliput Saloon.
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My First Conclave
By Dorothy A. Yule

 When I learned that the 33rd Conclave was to be held in Amsterdam, I thought 
it the perfect excuse to visit Europe, where I had not been in almost 20 years. I 
persuaded my sister Susan to come with me on this adventure. I was excited to see 
that a visit to the Meermanno Museum was planned since Susan and I have two books 
in their collection and I had never visited there. 

 We arranged to travel through London so we could visit old friends on our 
way back home. Both London and Amsterdam were so much more developed and 
crowded than I remembered. The last time I visited Amsterdam (more than three 
decades past) I had come by car, so it was wonderful to see the countryside laid out like one
of Susan’s illustrated maps when we flew in. We managed to get a train in to the central
station as we wanted to stop at the Pott Change to get some euros, and at the Apple
store to get an electrical adapter. With the help of our pocket computer, we started off
on our first walking tour of the city, enjoying the sights and foolishly listening to the
Google lady directing us which way to go. Near the Rijksmuseum, we realized that she
was sending us in circles so we studied the map and navigated without her and her
battery-draining GPS calculations. We were glad to arrive at the Bilderberg Garden
Hotel with its welcoming staff and comfortable accommodations. That first night we
ate dinner at the hotel and slept soundly.
 On Friday we walked back toward the center of town, wandering among the 
canals and taking in the visual feast. We ate lunch at a cafe overlooking the canal near
the central station. Then we met up with an old friend I hadn’t seen in 30 years for
a pleasant afternoon visit on the plaza of the NEMO science center. She walked us
back toward our hotel, showing us some of her favorite places. That night we enjoyed
meeting many of those attending the conclave, and, as Neale Albert had promised in

Dorothy Yule and sister Susan

New York, they were warm and welcoming. The silent auction was great fun before
and during dinner. I bid on Tiny Books: The Picnic, because I found the binding and
format so appealing, and Kathleen Roberts gave me some insight into its history.
On Saturday, after another great meal at the hotel, we got on the bus for The Hague
where Ricky Tax introduced us to the exhibit at the Koninklijke Bibliotheek and to the
collections at the Meermanno. At the Meermanno he shared some delicious cake
with us all, now broken into three smaller groups. Upstairs, he brought out a box of
miniature books not on display to share with us, and then opened the doors to the
wonderful and amazing Bibliotheca Thurkowiana Minor. He even showed us how one
shelf slid out to reveal the erotic books tucked in a corner behind it. Back on the bus
and back to the hotel, with a quick stop to take pictures at the Peace Palace, we had a
little time to rest. We found a lovely restaurant near the Opera for dinner, which didn’t
leave nearly enough room for the sumptuous dessert buffet. The live auction was very
lively and everyone seemed to enjoy Michael Garbett’s antics as he conducted the 
proceedings.
 Then the distinguished book awards were announced and presented by Tony
Firman, and I was very happy that my HEDIDAY was among the winners.
The book fair on Sunday was very enjoyable and educational — to be able to see
and touch such a wide range of miniature books was wonderful and inspiring (and so
tempting!). After circulating for a couple of hours, Susan and I went off to do a little
more exploring in Amsterdam. We spent some time at the Rijksmuseum enjoying the
art and admiring the renovated interiors. Naturally the doll house miniatures were a
high point. Then we took one of the boats that goes around the city for an hour and
soaked up a little sun. We managed to get in a little rest before the final dinner. The
food was delicious, the company fine, and the presentation by Ricky Tax was edifying
and enjoyable.
 We had signed up for the post-conclave trip to the Zuiderzee Museum, so after 
warm goodbyes at breakfast on Monday, we got on another bus which took us to 
Hoorn. There we got on a steam train where people wore the old-fashioned costumes 
of a prosperous farm wife and a working woman from yesteryear, and Tine Krijnen 
explained their respective dresses and head-gear for us. The car was set up with tables
and benches which made for pleasant conversations. We rode the train to Medemblik
where we had a short time to explore the town. We waved goodbye to the castle from
the steam boat that took us to the Zuiderzee Museum. Downstairs on the boat, we had
vegetable soup and croquettes, a local speciality; Tine showed us how to split them on
the bun to eat them without making a mess. At the Zuiderzee we wandered around
the various houses watching people dressed in old-time costumes, some performing
crafts or gardening. There were demonstrations of things like making a rope and 
visitors were able to turn the crank to make a jump-rope of their own. The various cottages
gave a good idea of Dutch life in former times, how different people might have
lived. I especially liked the Novelty Shop, adjacent to the Print Shop, where all kinds of
fabulous masks were on display (and Tom Shessler was kind enough to share his 
photos of the masks with me — my phone wouldn’t adjust to the dim lighting there). 
At the appointed hour, Tine herded us onto a ferry back to where our bus was waiting  
to return us to Amsterdam. The next morning we ate our last breakfast at the Bilderberg,
said our last farewells to new friends, and headed back to England.



18  |  mbs newsletter November 2015 mbs newsletter November 2015  |  19

THE SPIRIT of a MINIATURE BOOK COLLECTOR
The Conclave Keepsake

By Jim Brogan

As members of the Miniature Book Society, we are collectors.  Some of us collect 
letterpress books, others  art books, some all types of books, and many of us collect 
keepsakes.  A keepsake as defined by Webster’s is ‘something that you receive and keep 
to help you remember a person, place, or event: a memento or souvenir’.  A Conclave 
keepsake certainly fits that description fully.

The first MBS Conclave was held in 1983 and there are more than a few examples 
of the keepsakes that were exchanged there. The number of keepsakes exchanged has 
grown in some years and been not so plentiful in others.  The practice continues to this 
day and there were some fine examples created for the Amsterdam Conclave.

I can remember the day that I arrived in San Diego to attend my first MBS Conclave 
in 2008. It seems like only yesterday that I opened the bag that was given to me as 
part of the registration process.  There were maps and various announcements and 
schedules of activities and menus, all the things that you expect at a professional 
conference.  However, there were also included in the collection several ‘keepsakes’, 
those special creations that some of the attendees provided as tokens of appreciation 
for each attendee.  With each subsequent Conclave, I always look forward to that bag 
of special things, the keepsakes.  Some are handmade, some large and some small, 
some ornate, others less complex.  However, the content of each keepsake reflects the 
expressions and creativity of each provider and the amount of thought that is included 
in every one.  These, to me, are priceless.  I am sure that some of the members are 
fastidious collectors of the keepsakes from each conclave.  There are members who 
spend a tremendous amount of time providing a keepsake and some require less time 
and materials.  However, they are all treasures, a reflection of the event, the place, and 
the person who provided the keepsake. 

I ask that you plan on attending the next Conclave, to be held in McKinney, Texas, 
in August of 2016.  Also, think about creating a keepsake for the attendees.  As I said, 
the process is about renewing old acquaintances as well as meeting new friends.  The 
keepsake is a great way to say hello.  It certainly does not have to be elaborate or 
complex; it is the thought that counts.  I hope that in the next issue of the Newsletter, or 
perhaps the MBS website, I will be able to show you some examples of great keepsakes 
and even show you the process of just how to create some of these little treasures. 

Part Two: Long Live Letterpress 
or Making the World a Better Place, 

One Press at a Time
by Paul Ritscher

I don’t have a large miniature book collection, just a few hundred titles. I look 
for books that were printed letterpress, with an eye towards quality in materials and 
production. I have found that many of the printers who were encouraged by Glen 

and Muir Dawson have the right combination of taste and technique. I have quite 
a few miniatures printed by William Cheney, and would have to put him and the 
miniatures from the Fleece press in England at the top of my list. A local bookseller 
made it possible for me to have an almost complete collection of the books printed by 
Herschel and Anne Logan, and although they are not the finest printed books, there 
is a pleasant wholesomeness in their production that makes them appealing. Most 
of them were printed on a small Washington hand-press. I was fortunate to have met 
Roger and Elizabeth Hilleary shortly before Roger’s death. He was looking for someone 
to take his remaining paper and binding cloth, and a local bookseller contacted me 
about it. I will always appreciate Roger’s kind words about my books, and value the 
copies of his that I have in my tiny library. At one time Roger owned a Columbian 
Press, and produced some very tidy editions on it. 

I prefer to make miniatures that scale proportionately down from standard sized 
books, taking care to use papers that aren’t too heavy for their size, and type-to-page 
dimensions that make them appealing to hold and read. I find that many miniatures 
have bindings that are too heavy for their size, or have type that spills nearly to 
the edge of the margins, and that makes them less appealing to me. Proportions 
in miniature books should be similar to large books, and the rules of typography 
apply to miniatures in the same way, the books produced by Achille St. Onge and 
the Tamazunchale Press are perfect examples. Unfortunately the types, high-quality 
papers, and inks that were available to printers a couple of generations ago are much 
harder to find, making it more difficult to produce such items. Most of the good 
papers and binding materials have to be imported from Europe, and over the last few 
years these sources have been diminishing. I was lucky enough to be able to purchase 
a fair amount of cotton rag paper that will make it possible to make a number of 
editions before I will have to search for more. A good miniature book is determined 
by the attention to the smallest details, and more than forty years as a printer has 
given me the skills and knowledge to do so. Currently I have five miniatures in various 
stages of planning or production, the most elaborate being a specimen book of types 
in my shop that are appropriate for miniatures. With the recent acquisition of a leather 
paring machine, my future editions will benefit from more interesting bindings. I have 
started making miniature bookplates, with the thought of them eventually gracing a 
book on the subject.

I appreciate that the Miniature Book Society exists to further support the making 
and collecting of miniature books. The opportunity to see what other publishers are 
offering is invaluable when planning my own productions, and the chance to get to 
know about people who are so far-flung around the world helps me to realize that 
there are others with the same interests and goals. In some ways I am sad to see fewer 
books printed letterpress using hand-set types, it seems like the end of an era. The 
computer doesn’t quite have the typesetting ability that a trained compositor has, 
and those small details make the difference in my estimation. As the world moves 
more to digital, the opportunities for anyone to make a miniature book become more 
available. I hope that new publishers will model their new books after the older and 
best examples from the past. 
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NOVEMBER 2015 
CHANGEABOUTS

New Members:

Glendolyn Alkas
13400 Vista del Rey
San Antonio TX  78216
210 493-7676 (h & f )
glendolynalkas@gmail.com

Daria Bouwman
Laan van der Kroft 22
Den Haag  2552 HZ
NETHERLANDS
00 31 06 200 897 31 (cell)
dariabouwman@hotmail.com

Gabrielle Glenn
3762 Mays Crossing SW
Atlanta GA  30331-2058
404 696-2255 (h)
gabrielleglenn@yahoo.com

Alvey Jones 
1303 East Stadium Blvd
Ann Arbor MI  48104
734-395-8698 (cell)
alveyjones@att.net
www.alveyjones.com

Meermanno Museum
Prinsessegracht 30
Den Haag  2514 AP
NETHERLANDS
070-3462700 (o)
info@meermanno.nl
www.meermanno.nl

Patrice Miller
1412 San Saba Drive
Dallas TX  75218
214 320-3426 (h)
214 533-2212 (cell)
pmlotz@aol.com

Elaine Nishizu
417 N Orange Drive 
Los Angeles CA  90036
323 934-2211 (h)
714 670-0537 (o)
310 483-6822 (cell)
enishizu@gmail.com

Stephan Ortbauer
Wahringerstrasse 59
Vienna  1090
AUSTRIA
0043-1-4091053 (h & o)
s.ortbauer@wuk.at
www.ortbauer.at

Carolyn Parsons
1205 William Street 
Fredericksburg VA   
 22401-5429
540 361-4724 (h)
540 654-1752 (o)
540 907-6678 (cell)
cparsons022@gmail.com

Janet Reynolds 
803 Seafoam Road
Houston TX  77062-5035
832-498-3924 (c)
713-740-5268 (o)
JReynolds015@comcast.net
www.janetmreynolds.wordpress.
com

Renewed Members:

Margaret E. Challenger
100 University Ave E #306
Cobourg ON  K9A 1C8
CANADA
905 373-1638 (h)
tmarg@bell.net
Design Calligraphy

Georges Toneman
Dodo Uiterwaal
Kerkstraat 44
Den Haag  2514 KT
NETHERLANDS
0031 703106053 (h)
0031 0640706003 (cell)
georgestoneman@yahoo.com

Address Changeabouts:

Courtney Macklin
2731 Robinwood Avenue
Toledo OH  43610-1356

CATALOGUES 
RECEIVED

Karen Nyman Miniature Books
Miniature Book Catalogues 57 and 58

BRIEF NOTES
The Tiny Book Show. Coming Summer 
2016.  Calling all Artists! 

The Tiny Book Show is the latest 
creative adventure of Food for the 
Soul Train, and they need your help 
filling their library shelves!   Maude, 
a vintage caravan, will become a 
bookmobile of Lilliputian proportions, 
stopping in select locations around the 
country to display a collection of tiny 
books hand made by artists and writers 
from around the world. 

The Tiny Traveling Library that 
joined the epic Type Rider II: The Tandem 
Poetry Tour was filled with more than 
400 books made by children and adults 
around the country. Its "How-to" titles 
were so popular - ranging from "How to 
Annoy Your Siblings" to "How to Make 
Killer Egg Salad in 6 Minutes" to "How to 
Do Nothing" that the library took on a life 
of its own. Now, one year later, it’s time 
for an official call to artists of all ages and 
abilities to contribute new books to the 
growing library.

To learn more about the exhibit and 
how to participate please visit Food 
for the Soul Train. Questions? Email 
us here. 

The 49th California International 
Antiquarian Book Fair will be held on 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday, February 
12 – 14, 2016 at the Pasadena Convention 
Center, 300 E. Green Street, Pasadena, CA 
91101. The theme for the Book Fair will 
be “A Wonderland of Books – Celebrating 
150 years of Lewis Carroll’s Alice in 
Wonderland”. A discounted entry fee is 
available for MBS members. For more 
information, visit: cabookfair.com or call 
800-454-6401. 

http://food4thesoultrain.com/typerider/
http://food4thesoultrain.com/typerider/
http://food4thesoultrain.com/tiny-book-show
http://food4thesoultrain.com/tiny-book-show
mailto:tinybookshow%40gmail.com?subject=
http://cabookfair.com
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Issued in March, July, November. Items for
publication, including advertising material, 
should be sent to the Editor. Publication 
deadlines are: February 1, June 1, October 1. 
Payment for advertising should be made to 
Miniature Book Society Inc. and sent to the
Treasurer.

The Miniature Book Society is an international 
nonprofit organization founded in 1983 
and chartered by the state of Ohio, USA. Its 
purposes are to sustain interest in all aspects 
of miniature books;to provide a forum for the 
exchange of ideas; to serve as a clearinghouse 
for information about miniature books.

Website: www.mbs.org

Board of Governors for 2015
President: Stephen Byrne
Vice-President: James Brogan
Secretary: Gail Faulkner
Treasurer: Karen Nyman

Members at-large:
Cherry Williams
Michael Garbett
Darleen Cordova
Melinda Brown

Membership in the Society is open to all 
interested individuals, organizations and 
institutions Membership dues in United States 
dollars: $40.00 individual/couple for USA 
members, $45.00 individual/couple for
Canadian members; $55.00 individual/
couple outside North America. Corporate 
membership: $50.00 (USA), $55.00 (Canada), 
$65.00 (outside North America).

Advertising Rates
Full Page 4.5 x 7.5" $100.00
Half Page 4.5 x 3.75" $50.00
Quarter Page 2.25 x 3.75" $30.00

Send ads to:
Barbara Williamson
612 Harvest Drive

McKinney, Texas 75070
 email: willibj1@att.net

Mail payments for ads (in US dollars) 
(paypal address minibook@cox.net) to:

Karen Nyman, Treasurer
702 Rosecrans Street

San Diego, CA 92106-3013 

Membership inquiries and dues payments:
Karen Nyman, Membership Chair
702 Rosecrans Street
San Diego, CA 92106-3013
(619) 226-4441
karennyman2@cox.net

Newsletter Editor:
Barbara Williamson
612 Harvest Drive
McKinney, Texas  75070
(214) 548-4692
 willibj1@att.net

Miniature Book News Editor
Julian Edison
8 St. Andrews Drive
St. Louis MO 63124
(314) 567-3533
jiestl@mac.com

Manuscripts, letters and news items are 
welcomed and are subject to editing due 
to space and style limitations. Preferably 
submissions should be made electronically, by
e-mail or disk. Attachments in Microsoft Word 
are preferred. Articles in the Newsletter do not 
necessarily express the views of the Board or of 
the Editor.

Deadline for the next issue: February 1, 2016.

Printed by Alliance Printing & Mailing Services
Middletown, OH

Miniature Book Society Newsletter
A publication of the Miniature Book Society Inc. Number 100

OAK KNOLL BOOKS
310 Delaware St., New Castle, DE 19720
800-996-2556 • oakknoll@oakknoll.com
www.oakknoll.com

Browse our stock at 
www.oakknoll.com/mini

Personalized quotes and catalogues 
available upon request

Miniature Books at Oak Knoll
Over 1,200 books published from 1815 to present



After 52 Years,  
Selling over 4,700 Miniature 

Books in Collection
 For those of you who are MBS 
members, please EMAIL to the 

listing in the directory.  All others, 
please utilize email link: 

books@miniaturebooksforsale.com
An EXCEL file of the miniature book 

inventory will be emailed to you. Feel free 
to ask for more photos on miniature books 
and/or the other collections.

I reserve the right to not sell some items. 
The Excel list is updated monthly. Only the 
latest list with prices will be honored. To 
request list or correspond, PLEASE indicate 
“miniature books” on subject line. 

Personal checks accepted from MBS 
members, in US dollars. Paypal is accepted 
(with 3.9% of total to cover fees).

THE MICROBIBLIOPHILE©

A Bimonthly Journal About Miniature Books and the Book Arts, since 1977

   The Microbibliophile  
P. O. Box 5453 

North Branch, NJ 08876 

“Try a single issue $7.00, postpaid”

Subscription Information:   
editor@microbibliophile77.com (PayPal available)

‘Wishing you the best in health 

            & happiness for the New Year’

mailto:editor@microbibliophile77.com

