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July/August 2002      Traveling 
Exhibit will be at the Leonard E. 
Shore Memorial Library, 183 Bruce 
Street South, Thornbury, Ontario, 
Canada  N0H 2P0  Contact: Ken 
Haigh leonard@georgian.net

August 31, 2002        Deadline: 
registration for Conclave XX.  
Conclave  Chair: Mark Palkovic  
513-556-1964 mark.palkovi @uc.edu

September, 2002        University 
of North Texas(Denton, TX), The 
Rare Book Room. Exhibition of 
Miniature Books. Contact: Edward 
Hoyenski 940-565-2769  ehoyensk @
library.unt.edu

 September 12, 2002   Deadline: 
donations to auction 2002. Contact 
Joan Boring, 3204 Wildwood Rd, 
Middletown, OH 45042 513-423-
1977

October 1, 2002         Deadline: 
donations to the keepsakes. Contact 

Miriam Irwin, 358 Oliver Road, 
Cincinnati, OH. 45215.  513- 761-
5977

October 11-14, 2002 Conclave 
XX, Covington, Kentucky at the 
Radisson Hotel.  Conclave Chair: 
Mark Palkovic 513 556-1964 mark.
palkovic@uc.edu

October 19-20, 2002   
Bookbinding Workshop: Miniature 
simplified French Bookbinding.  
Presented by John & Joy Tonkin, 
from Canberra, Australia.  College 
of Mt. St. Joseph (Ohio) in suburban 
Cincinnati.  contact: Mark Palkovic 
513 556-1964 mark.palkovic @uc.
edu.

editor’s note:  anyone having a date 
members should remember, please for-
ward that information to us at the 
NEWSLETTER so that we may include 
it in this continuing column.

Dates to Remember

Cabbage In Canada
MMembers 

Passing 
On

If you've never been to a 
Conclave, it's hard to realize what 
fun we have with these little trea-
sures. At the very first, the Grand 
Conclave, so named by Helen 
Dawson, people spontaneously 
brought small things to share with all 
the other participants.

It became a fun tradition, and 
whether or not you can attend this 
year in Covington, Kentucky, we 
hope you will consider donating 
something wonderful for our "Goodie 
Bags". 

As soon as you register every-
one finds a little niche to sit down 
and ooh and ahhh over the keep-
sakes. 

Keepsakes are witty, charming, 
educational, whimsical, funny, or 
serious. They can be in the form of 
booklets or books, pamphlets, from a 
single sheet to an elaborate binding. 
They may be paper constructions or 
trinkets.  They are in whatever form 
the imagination keepsaker-maker 
takes. The subjects may be suggestive 
of the geographical location of the 
Conclave or totally unrelated. They 
are often quotations; sometimes 
whimsical, sometimes entirely practi-
cal. They are small, original works of 
art; or Cracker Jack-like books. They 
should identify the donor in some 
way, if only in the packaging. 

If you are not a publisher, don't 
let that stop you. A little experience 
with printers, cutting, folding, collat-
ing, sewing (or stapling), hand-color-
ing, etc. is good for the soul. Makes 
you appreciate little books even 
more.We would like to have 100 cop-
ies of whatever you send in. If there 
are extra copies, we will usually put 
any extra goodie bags in the auction, 
but if you want the extra copies 
returned, please put a note in with 
them when you send them to me. I 
would love to have them by October 
1.

 Send keepsakes to:  Miriam 
Irwin, 358 Oliver Road, Cincinnati, 
Ohio 45215. [Please save me from 
making up the goodie bags at mid-
night the night before Conclave...]

Annual Meeting Of 
“Cabbage”

 As reported in the previous 
Newsletter, the Canadian 
Bookbinders and Book Artists Guild 
(CABBAG or, as it is known in 
Toronto: “Cabbage”) held its annual 
meeting in Toronto on May 28, 2002. 
Mary Devenyi was given a certifi-
cate for successfully completing a 
number of bookbinding classes.  My 
presentation on miniature books 
was received with great interest. 
Although this is a largely profes-
sional group of book people, most of 
them knew little about miniature 
books. A number of attendees 
picked up MBS application forms, 
hopefully a few will also complete 
and send them in.
 A great deal of interest was 

generated by the fact that the 2003 
MBS Conclave is planned for 
Toronto. There are a number of 
similarities between the two societ-
ies and certainly a common ground. 
Our Conclave XXI will coincide 
with the opening of the “Art of the 
Book” exhibition which in 2003 will 
celebrate CABBAG’s 20th birthday. 
This is a major juried show, which 
after the Toronto opening will travel 
the country for two years. It will 
take place at the Harbourfront 
Gallery, just a few minutes walk 
from the Conclave venue at the 
Royal York Hotel. We plan to have a 
special private visit to this exhibi-
tion for MBS members built into the 
Conclave program.
 It should be a treat for all 
book-lovers.
—Paul Devenyi

Esther Beamer 
 
We were sadden to learn of 
the death of Esther Beamer 
in Green Valley, Arizona, on 
March 24, 2002.  She was 93.  
Grandaughter Karen A. B. 
Wiley of Parker, Colorado 
has possession of Esther’s 
collection of over 1,000 
books and will be continu-
ing Esther’s MBS member-
ship.  While we mourn your 
loss, we at the same time 
welcome the continued par-
ticipation of the family in the 
Society.

Yolanda Carter
Yolanda Carter died April 
22, 2002 in Martinsburg, 
West Virginia.  She was 82.   
Her daughter Carman Carter 
writes that her mother con-
tinued, up to her last day, to 
look forward to tomorrow.  
We shall all miss her.

Keepsakes Needed, Keepsakes Loved

Some of the keepsakes from the past 3 United States Conclaves.
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Camera buffs are warned these 
days, especially those who have to 
travel through electronic surveillance 
gates at the airports: protect your 
film. Photo shops say that it is far bet-
ter to purchase your film at the point 
of arrival, or thereafter, rather than 
trying to use elaborate wrappings on 
the film. It is advised to have your 
film processed at the point of depar-
ture rather than taking the chance of 
having the film ruined as it goes 
through the gates. One-hour process-
ing is available at most major air-
ports.

 
Ripley's Believe It or Not for 

March 25, 1989 had a reference to 
miniature books printed deliberately 
small so that little children could be 
indoctrinated into reading the BIBLE 
from texts small enough for them to 
handle.

 
DIAMOND CUT DIAMOND is 

an eye-witness account of the capture 
of the Serapis by John Paul Jones, 
September 23, 1779. This historical 
sea battle was repeated in a minia-
ture volume by Hilleary & Petko in 

1981, 2 3/8 x 2 1/8 in. Included is a 
15-cent US postal stamp tipped in.

 
An unusual French miniature is 

the PETITE GALERIE MILITAIRE. 
When sitting on the shelf it looks like 
any other miniature book, but when 
opened, it unfolds into a long strip of 
56 inches, showing 26 military cos-
tumes of as many different nations, 
all hand-colored. Included is General 
des Etats Unis.

 
An "eye-full" of some French 

titles in mini form that surfaced in 
1893: ETRENNES A L'INNOCENCE, 
25 x 13 cm; LE PETIT BIJOU DES 
DAMES, 21 x 16 mm; L'APROPOS 
GALANT, 1825, 1 x 1/2 inches.

 
Christopher Plantin, 1585, print-

e d  K A L E N D A R I U M 
GREGORIANAM in red and black, 
25 x 22 mm. Of the two known copies 
in existance, one was owned by the 
Plantin-Moreus Museum in Antwerp, 
but was misplaced; the other was 
owned by Arthur A. Houghton, Jr. 
(1979) when it was sold at auction for 
$13,000.
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 One of the most elaborate cop-
ies of the Bible in miniature, or A 
CONCISE HISTORY OF THE OLD 
AND NEW TESTAMENTS, 4.1 x 3.2 
cm, was printed for E. Newbery in 
1780. It was 250 pages to the thick-
ness of 2.1cm. It was bound in full 
contemporary brown calf, gilt 
stamped and tooled on the covers 
and the spine--with an IHS and cross 
design on the cover. The book fea-
tured end papers which were mar-
blized and with additional fly leaves, 
topped off with a brass clasp and the 
whole reposing in a cloth solander.

 
Twenty-five years ago, in the 

Library of Congress Catalog 1972-
1977, the following numbers of for-
eign miniature books was noted: 
Spanish 6; Romanian 3: Russian 12; 
British 12; Lithuanian 1; Hungarian 
32; Italian 11; Polish 7; German 3; 
Chinese 2, Czech 2; Japanese 17; 
Yugoslavian 4; French 1; and Hindu 1.

 
The quality of the work of 

Achille J. St. Onge was consistently 
so high that he was remembered as 
the dean of American miniature 
book publishing. All MBS enthusi-
asts know how St. Onge's book 
ROBERT HUTCHING GODDARD-
FATHER OF THE SPACE AGE was 
taken by Astronaut Buzz Aldrin to 
the moon in July, 1969. This particu-
lar volume has an honored place in 
the Goddard Library at Clark 
University in Worcester, Mass.  Mrs. 
St. Onge donated a complete set of 
her husband's miniatures along with 
other book-related items and corre-
spondence. "We exhibit these vol-
umes from time-to-time in locked 
display cases," says Jean Perkins of 
the Goddard staff. "They are so 
superbly crafted that it's like display-
ing a collection of jewels."

 
--Val Poska

"The Sun King Visits Chantilly: 
being an account of the visit of 
Louis XIV to the Grand Conde on 
April 23, 1761"  water color illus.  
(60 copies) Bronte Press, 
Bourbonnais, IL. 2002.

Jill Timm, “Talking Rocks” 2.25 x 
2.75. 17 photographs with hand 
cutouts (50 copies). Mystical Places 

Press, Austin, 
TX 2002. 
Mystical Places 
Press has since 
moved to 
Wenatchee, WA 

Bradbury, Robert C. "One 
Hundred Favorite 20th Century 
U.S. Miniature Books" April 2002.
Worcester, MA.
 
Bradbury, Robert C. "Miniature 
Books. Catalogue 13" June, 2002.  
Worcester, MA.
 
Bromer Books. "Bromer 
Booksellers Catalog 114"  2002.
Boston, MA.
 
Bromer Books. "Bromer 
Booksellers Catalog 115"  2002.
Boston, MA.
 
Miniature Book Society.  "2002 
Yearbook" Cincinnati, OH.
 
Tuttle Antiquarian Books.  
"Miniature Books: A Miscellany. 
Catalog 436" May 2002.  Rutland, 
VT.

Mystical Places Press. “Mystical 
Places Miniature Book Catalog, 
Spring 2002” Wenatchee, WA

New BooksCatalogs

The auction at Grand 
Conclave XX in October 2002 will 
be organized by Joan Boring.  We 
are pleased that Father Joseph 
Curran has agreed to serve as 
auctioneer once again. Joan is 
ready to receive your donations 
at:

 Joan Boring
3204 Wildwood Road
Middletown, OH  45042
tele: 513-423-1977                                                

email: jboring@mail.mpl.lib.oh.us
 Deadline to be included in 

this year’s auction:  September 12, 
2002.

MBS Auction

Dear friends,
I have just finished talking with 
Neale on the phone, informing him 
of my resignation from the MBS 
Board. It has been a very tough 
decision for me. You all have seen 
me for so many years at the 
Conclaves, and I did enjoy working 
with you for two years on the 
Board. I will continue to come to 
most conclaves, although Peter is 
taking a turn this year in Kentucky. 
I am resigning because I am need-
ing a break from serving on the 
many boards I have been on in the 
last 15 years, from school PTA to 
High School Music Foundation, to 
summer camp, etc. This resignation 
also coincides with my daughters’ 
Tanya and Suzanne both being 
away at college next year. I am 
excited about exploring some new 
options for how I work. I feel that 
my position will be better filled by 
a member who is “on fire” to serve 
the Society. I have a love for the 
Society and for all of you and for 
miniature books especially, which I 
will continue to nourish and honor.
Sincerely, 

--Donna Thomas

DonnaThomas 
Resigns

Mystical Places Press Moves

I’ve Moved! When I quit my day 
job in October of 2000 to be a full 
time book artist, I also eliminated 
the reason I needed to live in Austin, 
TX.  IBM moved me to Austin in 
1996 to work on graphics in their 
software division. Beautiful as 
Austin is, it is too hot half the year, 
too flat for me and much too expen-
sive.

With creating books now my full 
time  job, I was free to live anywhere 
I wanted. That is easier to say than 
to find. After almost 2 years of 
searching, and ruling out delightful 
towns such as Silver City, NM, 
Trinidad, CO, Payson, AZ, and 
Weaverville, CA and many other 
places, I found “my” place smack 

dab in the center of Washington, in 
Wenatchee. My press and I moved  
to Washington in early July of this 
year. If you would like to see what 
Wenatchee looks like visit www.
mysticalplaces.com/wen.html. 
While my e-mail (jtimm@aol.com) 
and web site (www.mysticalplaces.
com) remains the same, my new 
address is 1400 Central Avenue, 
#107 Wenatchee, WA 98801-1499.

 You will probably soon see 
books with Northwest subject mat-
ter coming out of Mystical Places 
Press. 

See you at the Conclave.

--Jill Timm
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Museum of the 
Miniature Book 

On April 23, 2002 - the 
International Day of the Book - a 
unique event took place in Baku,  
capital of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 
The Museum of the Miniature Book 
was offically opened. 

Zarifa Salahova, the founder of 
the museum, is a phi-
lologist, member of the 
Board of the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Booklovers Union 
(Moscow) and of the 
Moscow Club of the 
Amateurs of the 
Miniature Books.  She 
has been leading the 
Republican Association  
“Kitab” (“The Book”) 
for over 20 years and 
also the Baku 
Association of the 
Women of Azerbaijan 
for over 10 years. 

The museum is on 
the first floor of her pri-
vate 3-floor house, in the 
centre of the historical part of Baku – 
Iccheri Sheher. 

In the morning of the opening 
day  a presentation was organized for 
the Press and many journalists from 
the newspapers, radio and television 
of Baku attended.  

In the afternoon numerous 
friends, colleagues, visitors, sponsors, 
representatives of  UNESCO and dif-
ferent Embassies, including Russia, 
Georgia, Italy, Japan, France arrived. 

In her opening speech, Zarifa 
Salahova thanked the President of 
the Azerbaijan Republic, Geydar 
Aliev, for the huge help in organizat-
ing the museum, and also the numer-
ous sponsors for their significant 
material contribution. 

The Chairman of Executive 
Committee of Council of International 
Booklovers Union - Sergey Shuvalov 
donated a microminiature with the 
portrait of Alexander Pushkin, drawn 
on half of a rice grain, which can be 
seen only through a magnifying 

glass. 
Yaroslav Kostyuk transmitted 

sincere congratulations from enthusi-
astic colleagues - members of the 
Moscow Club of the Amateurs of the 
Miniature Books - and presented to 
the Museum a miniature book issued 
by himself - “The First Slavonic 
Miniature Books”. 

All present admired the beauty of 
the museum. The sponsors were 

News from Europe
responsible for the internal furnish-
ing of the museum, 25 glass show 
cases and computer equipment, air-
conditioning and security systems.

As we know, collecting books, 
especially miniature ones, always 
requires a lot of time and money. One 
needs professional knowledge, love 
of books and, certainly, good luck to 
collect a worthy collection. Small col-
lections of the miniature books con-

sisting of a few hun-
dred copies remain 
deposited in some 
publishing houses, 
libraries, societies and 
museums. Earlier or 
later, each collector 
starts to reflect on his 
direction that of his 
own collection. Some 
collectors donate their 
collections to libraries 
or museums in the 
later years of their life. 
About 8000 miniature 
books from the collec-
tion of Ruth E. 
Adomeit, a well-
known American col-

lector, were left after her death in 
1996 to the Lilly Library at Indiana 
University in Bloomington, Indiana. 
In March 2000 “CHRISTIE`S” in 
London auctioned the Irene 
Winterstein Collection of Important 
Miniature Books. The private collec-
tions of many collectors from the 
former USSR were sold  and forgot-
ten. Some  miniature book collectors, 
have boundless love for miniature 
books and  create special museums 
for the books. 

Dr. Jun Ogasawara’s GENDAI 
MAMEHON-KAN (The Museum of 
Miniature Books of  Modern Age), 
surely the first in the world, was pri-
vately established by Dr. Ogasawara 
in 1967 at Fujieda near Tokyo. Dr. 
Ogasawa passed away some dozen 
years ago, but his daughter has inher-
ited the museum.

In the beginning of the 90s,  the 
well-known Ukrainian collector 
Veniamin Razumov opened the 
Museum of Miniature Books in his 

  Miniture books in one of the display cases.

own house in Gorlovka (Donetsk 
region, Ukraine). Later, he gave a gift 
the whole collection of the tiny edi-
tions, 7008 books, to his native city. 

In July, 1996 the Museum of 
Miniature Book was named after 
Veniamin Alexandrovitch Razumov 
by the decree of the Executive 
Committee of the Council of the city 
Gorlovka. After the death of the col-
lector, the whole collection was trans-
mitted to the urban library Taras G. 
Shevchenko, where it is on exhibition 
since June 2001. 

The exposition consists of 3,300 
miniature books from Zarifa 
Salahova’s personal collection. All 
books are placed in the 25 show 
cases. The collection is arranged in 15 
groups such as: “Books issued in 
Azerbaijan”, “Rare books”, 
“Religious issues”, “Pushkin`s 
books”, “Classical Literature and 
Poetry”, “Sports and Olympic move-
ment”, “Book graphics, bookplates”, 
“Children’s miniature books”, 
“Continents, countries, cities”, 
“Books from Eastern and Western 
Europe”, “Political Literature”. 

I think that the Museum of the 
Miniature Book will occupy a worthy 
place in the world culture. 

--Yaroslav Kostyuk
Member of the Board of the 

Moscow Club of the Amateurs of 
the Miniature Books

National Fair 
“The Books of Russia”

The fifth National Book Fair “The 
Books of Russia” was held in Moscow 
from March 13 - 17, 2002. About 923 
organizations from 12 countries par-
ticipated in this event and more than 
40,000 visitors where counted. 

Some of the miniature books 
shown at the fair were:

“The Miniature Books” from the 
publishing house SYTIN 
FOUNDATION, Moscow;

“Brilliants of the world litera-
ture” from the publishing house 
“Nasledie. Dialog-Sibir” (“Legacy  
Dialogue - Siberia) from Omsk, a 
series of miniature books in editions 
of  500 copies. Most of these books 
are in Russian, but some books by 

English, German or French authors 
are issued in their original language 
with a Russian translation.

Several books from the private 
publisher “Yaniko” (Moscow) in cloth 
binding.  

The journal “Printer and the 
Publisher” (Moscow) issued special 
colour inserts - blocks of miniature 
books for selfbinding.

On the occasion of their 30th year 
anniversary, the publishing house 
“IDEL-PRESS” (Kazan) issued its first 
miniature book: a 3 volume set in 50 
copies. The volume “99 names of 
ALLAH” is printed in Arabian, Tatar, 
Russian and English. The other two 
volumes - “Aphorisms” and “Omar 
Khayaam. Rubaiyyat” - are printed in 
Russian. The three volumes are 47x61 
mm, with red cloth binding, gold 
stamping on spine and covers and 
the set comes in a slipcase. 

Unfortunately, in the last years 

publishing houses from Moscow, St.-
Petersburg, Perm, Stavropol, 
Ekaterinburg, Mozhaisk and other 
cities have stopped completely or 
sharply have reduced their miniature 
book production.  Their place was 
taken by the amateurs and collectors 
of miniature books, who seldom par-
ticipate in international exhibitions. 
Frequently their books are printed on  
fine, expensive paper, have an origi-
nal hand-binding and are issued in 
editions of 100 copies. As a rule, these 
issues are distributed only among the 
collectors in clubs and are unavail-
able to others. Among these enthusi-
asts and publishers of the miniature 
books are members of the Moscow 
club of the amateurs of the miniature 

books (MCAMB) – Natalia Bernova, 
Mikhail Vyatkin, Anatoliy Karmishin, 
Yaroslav Kostyuk, Boris Merzlikin, 
Gennadiy Smirnov. 

In other parts of Russia, people 
engaged in publishing miniature 
books are: Vladimir Markov (Dubna), 
Leonid Kolpakhchiev, Grigoriy 
Kushner, Nikolay Kupriyanov, 
Valeriy Manukyan (St.-Petersburg), 
Anatoliy Konenko (Omsk), Grigoriy 
Kizel (Tver) and many others. These 
people have won awards at many 
Russian competitions and their 
books are in constant demand in 
Russia and abroad. 

As was last year, the exhibition 
of miniature books from private col-
lections of the members of the 
MCAMB was presented at the stand 
of the Ministry of the Printing of the 
Russian Federation. On display were 
399 books issued in Russia from 1893 
to 2002, under the motto “Healthy 
person - healthy nation”. The exhibi-
tion was very popular and success-
ful. Numerous visitors were disap-
pointed to hear that “these miniature 
books are not for sale “. I hope that 
this phenomenon is only temporary.

--Yaroslav Kostyuk, 
Member of the Moscow club of 

the amateurs of the miniature books

Display with the Russian miniatures.

Left to right: Yaroslav Kostyuk, Dmitry 
Sakharov in front of the exhibition.

Left to right: “99 names of ALLAH”, 
“Aphorisms”, “Omar Khayaam: 
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Transportation 
Arrangements

By car, Covington is easily 
reached through the inter-state high-
way system that passes through 
Cincinnati.

By air, the hotel is eleven miles 
from the Cincinnati/Northern 
Kentucky International Airport.  
Delta Airlines maintains a hub there.

Saturday Demonstrations/
Workshops 

The Book Arts will be demon-
strated  by four presenters, each 
well-respected in their fields.

 
ANN BAIN will demonstrate 

paste paper making.  Ann is a cal-
ligrapher and one of the founding 
partners of Conversation Pieces 
Gallery, Tipp City, Ohio, and has 
been involved in art "since forever".  
She began to focus on calligraphy 
some eighteen years ago when she 
realized that she could work with 
design, color, ideas, drama and lit-
erature all under one discipline.  Her 
gallery activities allow her an outlet 
for wall art as well as her handmade 
books, which continue to develop.

 
JACK COONEY will demon-

strate the making of sturdy and 
pleasing boxes for housing and pre-
senting a miniature book.  Made in 
30 minutes - start to finish!

Jack grew up in the old iron 
town of Troy, New York and learned 
there to appreciate "old things".  Jack 
says, "I'm still learning and do so 
now in the company of old iron 
bookbinding tools in my Shaker 
Press Books studio in Indianapolis, 
Indiana. " I will one day render in a 
small book the tale of my meander 
from the river banks of New York's 
Hudson to those of Indiana's White."

 

KATIE HARPER will demon-
strate Letter Press Printing. Katie 

holds a BA from 
the San 
Francisco Art 
Institute as well 
as a MFA from 
the University 
of the Arts in 
Phi lade lphia , 
Pennsylvania.  

Her background includes extensive 
work in letterpress and book arts as 
well as many years in commercial 
graphic design.  Katie is the propri-
etor of Ars Bevis Press and the mov-
ing force behind the planned 
Cincinnati Book Arts Center.

 
MARGARET RHEIN will give 

an ongoing demonstration which 
will focus on 
making novel-
ty papers that 
could be used 
in bookbinding 
projects with a 
variety of col-
ors and inclu-
sion materials.  
She will also 

bring along items to emboss pat-
terns on the papers as well.  Margaret 
says, "I have been involved full-time 
for the past 25 years in the art and 
craft of papermaking by hand at my 
studio, Terrapin Paper Mill, 
Cincinnati, Ohio.  "Over the years, I 
have made thousands of sheets of 
handmade paper, experimenting 
with a variety of fibers, shapes, col-
ors, textures in 2D and 3D approach-
es."

 
Monday Bus Trip 

"Bakeries, Buggies and Historic 
Beauty in Augusta, KY and Adams 
County, OH" will include a visit to 
Augusta, KY, a town on the Ohio 
River with 19th century homes, 

antique shops, and the Piedmont 
Art Gallery.  Augusta is also home to 
singer Rosemary Clooney as well as 
her brother, Nick Clooney (father of 
George).  In Augusta, lunch will be 
served at the Beehive Tavern, fol-
lowed by a tour of the Amish area of 
Adams County, Ohio.  Here we will 
stop at the Amish-run businesses 
Keim's Family Market, and Miller's 
Bakery and Crafts. The fall color in 
the area should be at its peak.

 
Conclave Keepsakes
Miriam Irwin is accepting keep-

sakes for the Conclave.  See story on 
page 2. Please feel free to contact her 
about the details of making a keep-
sake and what items may be appro-
priate.   150 copies of the keepsake 
should be sent to her at:

Miriam Owen Irwin
358 Oliver Road
Cincinnati, OH  45215
(h) 513-761-5977
o) 513-821-1270
email: mirwin@cinci.rr.com

Program Outline
 

Friday, October 11, 2002

10 am.-3 pm. Board meeting, including luncheon
3:30 pm-9pm  Registration
4:30 pm-5:30 pm  New member reception 
5:30 pm-6:30 pm   General membership reception (cash bar) and silent  
 auction (Joy and John Tonkin,hosts)
6:30 pm Buffet dinner and silent auction Bids may be made  
 before and immediately following dinner. 
 

Saturday, October 12, 2002

7:30-8:30am Continental Breakfast
9-11am The following four presenters will give ongoing, con 
 current demonstrations. Please feel free to move from  
room to room to attend any or all of them. 
 ANN BAIN (Conversation Pieces Gallery) will   
 demonstrate decorative paper.
 JACK COONEY (Shaker Press Books) will demon- 
 strate boxmaking.
 K. NELSON HARPER (Ars Brevis Press) will demon- 
 strate letterpress printing.
 MARGARET RHEIN (Terrapin Paper Mill) will   
 demonstrate papermaking.
 Water, soft drinks, and coffee and tea available in the  
 Hospitality Suite.

12noon-2pm: Riverboat Lunch Cruise on the River
3-4pm: Business meeting (all MBS members may attend)
4-5pm: Swap meet (members may trade books here -- no   
 money  changes hands)
5-7pm Dinner on your own
7 pm-8pm Auction preview
8:00 pm Auction  Father Joseph Curran, auctioneer; Joan   
 Boring, Auction Catalog.
 

Sunday, October 13, 2002

7:30-8:30am: Continental Breakfast
7:30-9am: Set up Book Fair  Bill and Nancy Bivona, Book Fair
 Managers
9am-Noon: Book Fair: members only
12-1pm: Book Fair closed
 Lunch Buffet (for exhibitors)
1-5pm: Book Fair:  General Public
6-7pm: Reception (cash bar)  
7-10pm: MBS annual banquet and awards presentation
 

Monday, October 14, 2002

8:30-5:30pm: Bus tour of Augusta, Kentucky and Ohio Amish 
Country Pre-registration required 

Hotel Arrangements
 
Radisson Hotel Cincinnati 

Riverfront, located in Covington, 
KY, immediately across the Ohio 
River from downtown Cincinnati, 
Ohio.  The hotel's address is:  668 
West Fifth Street

Covington, KY  41011
Radisson's toll free line: 800-
333-3333
859-491-1200
fax: 859-491-0326
www.radisson.com/coving-

tonky

Members may book one of the 
hotel's 236 guest rooms.  Be sure to 
mention you are a MBS member and 
are attending the Conclave.  In addi-
tion the facilities include six pent-
house meeting rooms and a revolv-
ing restaurant on the 18th floor that 
provides spectacular views of down-
town Cincinnati and the fall color of 
the Kentucky hillsides.
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Jana Pribikova
Bookbinding Studio 
Pribikova
Jana Svermy 14
4332201 Kadan
Czech Republic
 
Stephanie Wayne
300 Plum Street #90
Capitola, CA 95010

Morman & Emily Whytock
799 Glenvista Dr.
Glendale, CA 91206
(h) 818 244-1769
(fax) 818 244-1940

David M. Clinger
300 W. Franklin St. Apt 706E
P.O. Box 5013
Richmond, VA 23220-4971
 
Eileen Cummings
e-mail: inkydew@aol.com
 
Carolyn M. Killeen
6350 Pelican Way Blvd. Apt 
305
Naples, FL  34108-8130
 
Tine Krijnen-Bruin
Kerkebuurt 163
1647 ME Berkhout
Netherlands
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MBS London Pub Lunch

Soraya Marcano
e-mail: sorayamarcano@
yahoo.com
 
Ferial Rogers
e-mail:  ferial.rogers@virgin.
net

Marjorie Seyl
1612 SW 114th Street
PMB119
Seattle, WA  98146-3562

Jill Timm
1400 Central Avenue #107
Wenatchee, WA 98801-1499
509 663-2961

(Esther Beamer's member-
ship to her granddaughter)
 
Karen A.B. Wiley
10784 Wheatfield Lane
Parker, CO 80138

MBS Changeabouts
New Members Changeabouts

editors note: every year during the 
London Doll House Fair, MBS mem-
bers get together for lunch at a London 
Pub.  This is their report from that 
event.

 
If you ever hear anyone sug-

gest that doll houses are for chil-
dren, then you can bet your life 
that they have never visited the 
London Doll House Fair. Here the 
dollhouse is big time. The event 
draws visitors and exhibitors from 
all parts of the world, and is held 
in Kensington Town Hall. On 
Saturday, May 11th, members of 
MBS were well in evidence. At 
12:30pm on the dot they grouped 
outside and began the short stroll 
to the Elephant and Castle for our 
Annual Pub Lunch.

The President called for order, 
so we gave him our orders before 
he could change his mind...beers, 
red wine, dry sherry and a shandy 
or two and then we got down to 

the task of deciding what to eat. 
Neale and Margaret had carried 
out a reconnaissance the previous 
day and recommended the toasted 
baguettes. It sounded rather too 
Continental to me, I’m more of 
your sausage, egg and chips man. 
The French Connection proved the 
most popular and soup and salad 
was tried though I noticed that 
nobody chose the tripe and onions 
or the jellied eels.

As always there was a little 
business conducted. Although this 
was sometimes interrupted 
because our table was situated in 
front of the door to the ladies’ loo, 
and every so often we had to give 
way. Stephen Byrne, who had 
come down from the North 
Country with his wife, had a very 
nice bookcase made of old pol-
ished oak which I was pleased to 
buy. Pat Pistner was deep in con-
versation with Tine Krijnen, a 
Dutch bookmaker who was show-
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ing a sample of her latest offering, 
and Tim Sheppard was in quiet 
conversation with Lady Dale, a 
collector that I had invited to join 
us. John Hodgson, a maker of 
extraordinary miniature furniture 
provided us with interesting 
insights to his special field.

There were only ten of us, but 
we were definitely the noisiest 
group in the crowded pub. After a 
while we collected our things and, 
in warm sunshine, strolled back to 
the show.  Pat to sign more copies 
of her book, Tim and Tine to man 
their stands, others to wander the 
Fair one more time while Neale 
and I took a cab back to our respec-
tive hotels for a post prandial sies-
ta.

—Michael Garbett

Transfers

Glen Dawson at 90 - A Celebration

 My ninetieth birthday was June 
3, 2002, but I celebrated both before 
and after June 3.

May 4th there was an autograph 
party for Missing in the 
Minarets by William 
Alsup at 
Dawson's 
B o o k 
Shop. The 
b o o k 
r e c o u n t s 
events of 1933 
in which I was 
a participant.  I 
wrote a brief 
foreward. 

June 2nd 
found us with our 
former pastor and 
his wife, Ray and 
Anne Ortlund, vis-
iting us at our home 
in the afternoon. 
Residents of Villa 
Gardens were we live, 
friends and family 
came from far and near.  
Grandson Karl Ganske 
and his wife Julia gave 
sparkling musical num-
bers and I made some 
introductions.  About 160 
attended.  Mary Helen is 
confined to a wheel chair in 
the Health Center, but was 
able to attend.

Miriam Irwin wrote a very 
nice letter reminding us of the 
formation of the Miniature Book 
Society at her Tipp City farm 
twenty years ago and our participa-
tion in that event. 

On June 4th "The Encouragers", a 
retired men's breakfast group, invited 
some of my family to speak about me. 

June 15 found me at a luncheon 
organized by Tom Andrews and 
Margaret Dickerson at the University 
Club in Pasadena hosted by The 
Historical Society of Southern 
California, The Los Angeles Corral of 
the Westerners, and The Zamorano 
Club. 

Various publications and keep-
sakes have been printed for the occa-

sion: 
H o j a 

Volante, Number 217, 
published by the Zamorano 

Club, Msgr. Francis J. Weber, Editor, 
Regis Graden, Printer, 16 pages, Los 
Angeles, May 2002.

A special issue honoring Glen 
Dawson with articles by Larry 
Burgess, Msgr. Weber, Patricia Adler-
Ingram, Thomas F. Andrews, Doyce 
B. Nunis, Jr. and a bibliography of 
miniature books bearing the Dawson 
imprint (reprinted from Twentieth 
Century United States Miniature 
Books) An errata for this Hoja Volante 
is being compiled.

The invitation for the June 2nd 
event was designed and printed by 
Karen Dawson Ganske.

"Glen Dawson, 
Printer's Friend" written 
and printed by Vance Gerry 
(3 pages).

"Glen Dawson at 
Ninety, A Celebration, June 
15, 2002"  6 pages with por-
trait by Ansel Adams, pro-
gram and chronology. 
(designed by Hortensia 
Chu)

"The Hills of Home" 
with illustration of Eagle 
Rock, broadside designed 
and printed by Wm. Erik 
Voss at the Lyceum Press 
with nine sponsors.  8.5 x 
12.5 inches.

A brief text by Glen 
Dawson for Catalogue 448 

of Dawson's Book shop, 1978. The 
illustration of Die Piedra Gorda is 
from Eine Blume aus dem 
Goldenen Lande oder Los 
Angeles, Prague, 1876.

There was not supposed to 
be any gifts, but there were 
two special miniature books 
not listed in Bradbury:

Leonard Bernstein. 
Children of the Queen of 
the Angels.  Written and 
illustrated by Leonard 
Bernstein.  23 pages. plain 
wrappers 2 5/8 x 2 1/8" 

Los Angeles, 1970.  (I received 
#4 of 25 numbered signed copies). 
Printed at the University Press, a com-
mercial printer which then was in 
business near California State 
University.  Dedicated to Leonard's 
father (Morris Bernstein) founder of 
the Caravan Bookstore, now sole sur-
viving antiquarian book shop in 
downtown Los Angeles.

Imprenta Gloria. The Best Motion 
Picture of 1997, Titanic, by James 
Cameron, accordion fold, 19 pages, 
gold covers by Allayn O'Mara, 2 3/8 x 
2 7/8", designed and illustrated by 
Gloria Stuart, printed by John 
Robinson, 1999.  (copy signed by 
James Cameron and Gloria Stuart)

My many thanks for all who 
attended and all who sent greetings.

 --Glen Dawson
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period (from  the 14th to the mid 
17th centuries).

The miniature manuscript book 
we are referring to is described by 
Christie's as a Miniature Book of 
Hours, use of Rome, in Latin, 
Illuminated Manuscript on Vellum, 
(Bruges, 1530-1535).  Christie's con-
tinues that this is “an unknown 

work from  Bening’s finest 
period of jewel like execution 
and size.” It contains twelve 
calendar miniatures, twenty-
two full page miniatures and 
twenty-three full page borders, 
... “many of strewn flowers on 
grounds of yellow or brown 
flecked with gold, and includ-
ing birds or insects, others 
where the flowers are replaced 
with jewels, emblems, animals 
or figures...” This book con-
tains 216 leaves (i.e. 432 pages), 
and is bound in 19th-century  
paneled red morocco.

The above Bening manu-
script book measures less than three 
inches in height, the usual American 
standard for a miniature book. This 
was Louis Bondy’s standard also, 
but in his major treatise, Miniature 
Books, Bondy was talking about 
printed books. If we use the 
European standard of four inches or 
100 mm in height, then we have an 
even higher world record price for a 
miniature book. On July 6, 2000 
Sotheby's in London sold a previ-
ously unknown 16th-century Book 
of Hours, also illuminated by 
Bening, for $3,900,000 plus.  This 
book measures 87 mm by 63 mm. 

Over one million dollars was 
paid for a miniature book last year 
at  auction.  This book is the highest 
price ever reached, or at least 
recorded, for a miniature book 
under three inches in height.

London was the venue, 
Christie's auction house was the 
place, July 9, 2001 was the date, and 

lot 35 was the renaissance manu-
script that was estimated to bring 
700,000 to 1,000,000 pounds. It 
brought the lower figure, and when 
the auction house buyer’s commis-
sion is added, at about $1.60 per 
British pound at that time, the final 
figure came to over $1,100,000! 
Even at this writing, we do not 
know who purchased this little 
gem.

Why would a mini book cost 
that much, you may ask? This tiny 
book that realized this giant price is 
an unrecorded 16th century manu-
script, illuminated with twelve cal-

endar miniatures (i.e. miniature 
paintings), twenty-two full page 
miniatures and twenty-three full 
page borders all painted (and illu-
minated) by Simon Bening who was 
and is considered to be the master of 
miniature paintings at that time. The 
book itself measures 59 by 42 mm (c. 
2 1/2 by 1 3/4 inches).

Simon Bening, born around 
1483, became one of the most cele-
brated painters of the 1500s in 
Flanders (chiefly in Bruges, now 
Belgium). He was hailed by some as 
the greatest master of illumination 
in all of Europe.

Many people, including people 
in the book world, confuse minia-
ture books with miniatures. 
“Miniatures” as used in descriptions 
of books refers to the  paintings of 
scenes on pages of manuscript 
books, usually illuminated (with 
gold, silver, and colors) and usually 
produced during the renaissance 
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editor's note: Suzanne Pruchnicki 
writes that immediately after her visit 
with Mr. Weygand, she wrote down her 
impressions as recounted below.

An interest in meeting Mr. 
Weygand was aroused by two minia-
ture book titles from the Press of the 
Indiana Kid: Bewick  and Rockne 
because I own two original Bewick 
wood engraving blocks and because 
my uncle, Maurice "Clipper" Smith 
was a football star at Notre Dame 
under Knute Rockne. I had read 
about the Weygand books but had 
never met the publisher or seen any 
of his books. I was curious. 

After a phone talk with James 
and, then, his English wife, Joyce, a 
date for a visit was fixed upon. 
Weygand's hometown, Nappanee, is 
surrounded by Amish farms with 
rambling homesteads, old fashioned 
barns, cows, horses & buggies, a 
community of historical distinction. 

The April day was breezy and 
sunny; the trees lacy with burgeon-
ing leaves. 

The Weygand white clapboard 
house with sage green shutters 
looked Spring-like with a tree in 
blossom just to the left of the front 
door. Though Mr. Weygand sus-
tained a stroke in January (2002), he 
greeted us at the door. His wife, 
Joyce, who hails from Newcastle on 
Tyne, England welcomed us. 

We immediately noticed framed 
pictures of scenic subjects on the fire-
place mantel. These intricate works 
were needlepoint. A needlepoint 
map of Northumberland, done by 
Joyce, hung on the wall. Joyce point-
ed out the town from which she 
came, brought us books of photo-
graphs of Newcastle and, in a lively 
manner, drew our attention to St. 
Nicholas Cathedral in which she had 
been baptized, as well as to the stat-
ue of Earl Grey, the tea merchant. She 
told us of visiting the haunts of 
wood engraver Thomas Dewick who 
lived at Cherryburn and had a shop 
in Newcastle at "Amen corner". 

Joyce was a widow with two 
children when she and James met on 
a cruise. She lived at Corbridge in 
the shadow of Hadrian's Wall. They 
married in 1976. 

In English fashion, Joyce made 
tea and we drank it from porcelain 
cups she said had an interesting his-
tory also. They were the first tea 
cups she had bought when she 
began teaching school. At first her 
subject was domestic science but 
later, she was the teacher of math, 
needlepoint, and music. 

When we talked about the recent 
death of the Queen Mum of England 
at age 101, Joyce recalled standing 
outdoors in the cold with a row of 
students who lined the road on 
which King George and Queen 
Elizabeth were passing. Joyce vivid-
ly recalls the Queen's vigorous tap-
ping of the King's shoulder and 
insisting the King step back from the 
car and walk over to greet each 
chilled child. From that day, Joyce 
thought highly of her queen. 

We could have talked England 
and English places for hours when 
Paul broached the subject of seeing 
the miniatures. Mr. Weygand 
showed me into his book-filled study 
where an elaborate box housed his 
miniatures. Seated on a chair near 
the bookcase lined with much larger, 
thinnish books with paper label 
titles, I found a book published for 
Phillip Hagreen, an English crafts-
man who worked with the famous 
English artist and type-designing 
sculptor, Eric Gill. Many of the 
Weygand books were printed on 
esthetically textured hand-made 
papers with cockled deckle edges. 
The paper suggested a homespun 
charm of bygone days even as the 
design of the books, the type font 
and the timeless technical skill were 
exceptional. The fonts were not 
familiar to me but fitted the subject 
and content perfectly. In examining 
the miniature books one noted that 
the brief colophons did not mention 
the name of the font or the point size 

of the type. 
Weygand and I talked about the 

illustrator and painter Valenti 
Angelo; we chatted of the Plantin 
Moretus Museum of Printing in 
Antwerp and, naturally, of the 
Gutenberg Museum. 

After my perusal of the minia-
tures, a swap was made: three of my 
letterpress printed books for three of 
his - the Weygand Bewick and 
Rockne in particular. Joyce immedi-
ately told us that the Rockne title 
was not about him but rather about 
a member of the famed "Four 
Horsemen" of an immortal Notre 
Dame team. Weygand, as a student, 
fortuitously fell into a stroll across 
the Dome campus with a teacher he 
did not know. The two had an 
absorbing exchange but Weygand 
learned only later the professor was 
Elmer Layden, one of the illustrious 
Horsemen. After Weygand sent a 
copy of his Rockne to President 
Ronald Reagan, [who played the 
role of George Gipp in the Rockne 
film] the President sent a signed 
thank-you note which is now framed 
and hangs in a prominent place. 

Feeling our visit might be tiring 
James, we left, promising to write. 
Joyce told us she never writes. She 
has discovered a way to call England 
and Australia for less than the per 
minute charge of calling Elkhart in 
Indiana! 

On reflection, Weygand's minia-
ture books display a light wit, clever 
use of materials, excellent printing, 
above all: all parts in proportion. At 
the present, the doctor will not allow 
James to visit his press in the 
garage.... or go to the attic or into the 
basement. I encouraged him to enjoy 
a full recovery and a soon as possible 
resumption of his activities.

--Suzanne Pruchnicki 

A Morning with James Weygand 
["The Indiana Kid"] and his wife, Joyce.
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World Record Price for a Miniature Book

Two pages from Bening's manuscript, slightly enlarged.
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Bromer Booksellers
Bromer Booksellers, Inc. of 

Boston, Massachusetts, 
“Specializing in Rare & Unusual 
Books,” is one of Boston’s preemi-
nent rare book dealers, and has 
been a major purveyor of minia-
ture books for many years. I asked 
Anne Bromer, who together with 
her husband, David, own and 
operate the company, to give me a 
sketch about their firm and how 
they became involved in minia-
tures. Here is her report:

“It all started with a tool chest. 
We were shopping for books at 
Sam Murray’s place in Wilbraham, 
Massachusetts, and there it was in 
the corner of the top shelf of the 
highest bookcase. An eleven draw-
er, wooden case caught my eye. In 
no time I was entranced and 
hooked. Each compartment con-
tained dozens of miniature books, 
and eventually we bought them 
all. This was in 1972. Since that 
happy day, we have traveled the 
world buying miniature books. We 
have also been fortunate to pur-
chase from the private collections 
of Stanley Marcus, Frances Dunn, 
Rabbi Kalman Levitan and   Bruce 
and Priscilla Hubbard.

“We have issued scores of cat-
alogues containing miniature 
books, as well as specialized lists 
of tiny tomes. We were the first to 
build a collection of miniature 
books in designer bindings. We 
sold this collection en bloc and 
published a catalog of it entitled 
‘35 Miniature Books in Designer 
Bindings.’” The sleek catalog won 
various printing awards in 1987, 
the year of its publication. The col-
lection itself now resides at the 
Pierpont Morgan Library in New 
York City. We have published our 
own baker’s dozen of miniatures, 
several being acclaimed as very 
fine private press books. At an 
exhibit of Stanley Marcus’ minia-
ture books at the Library of 

Miniature Book Dealers
to make miniature books for each 
others’ birthdays, all in one copy, 
not only because we were 
intrigued by the small size and the 
difficulties to be overcome, but 
also we considered this to be the 
ultimate gift. It must have been in 
l983 that we went to the little vil-
lage of Oosterhout, destination: 
the convent of the Sisters of the 
Holy Norbertus, famous for their 
book restorations, who had just 
developed an apparatus for restor-
ing holes in paper and, as I already 
had made such an apparatus 
myself, I was curious. 

On the way to Oosterhout, in 
the car talking with two book-
binding friends who accompanied 
us, and after a heated discussion 
we all decided that the making of  
miniature books was the ultimate 
and most difficult way of book-
binding, a challenge thus; the con-

clusion was that diminishing the 
size to a scale of 1:4 would increase 
the difficulties with a scale of 4:1, 
in all aspects. In this same car the 
idea for a miniature book was 
born and herewith our first minia-
ture: Edgar Allan Poe’s: Two 
Poems. Letterpress printed from 6 
point type and illustrated with a 
tiny photogravure (“In her sepul-
cher by the sea” by our good 
friend Johan de Zoete), bound in 
black leather with a vellum title 
shield and published in an edition 
of 100 copies.

We sold a few copies, but it 
was no great hit, until we were vis-
ited by a famous and much more 
experienced antiquarian bookseller, 
Max Israel from Amsterdam, who, 
after having seen a copy, bought 25 
copies at once.

Then I woke up and we started 
working on a second publication. 

Few articles have been writ-
ten, past or present, about dealers 
in miniature books, who after all 
have been and continue to be cen-
tral to the continued interest in our 
field.

Louis W. Bondy was the most 
important dealer in the twentieth 
century. From 1946 when he 
opened his antiquarian book shop 
in London he became known as 
the world’s patriarch and purvey-
or of miniature books until his 
death in 1993.

We intend to write about some 
of the other key dealers of the past, 
but now we want to begin a series 
of the important dealers who keep 
the miniature book trade alive 
today.

Principal among present-day 
enterprises is the Catharijne Press 
of the Netherlands. Owned and 
operated by Guus and Luce 
Thurkow, a multi talented hus-
band and wife pair of bibliophiles, 
producers themselves of miniature 
books, collectors, binders, restor-
ers, scholars as well as dealers.

We asked Guus to write out a 
history of the Press, and here it is 
in his own words, “in a nutshell:”

                                                                 

The Catharijne Press
After binding and restoring 

books for many years Luce and I 
started an antiquarian bookshop 
in the center of Utrecht (Caroline, 
Anne and David will remember 
this beautifully furnished shop) 
specializing in books on books, 
bookbindings and miniature 
books. Next to keeping the shop 
we continued with binding, resto-
ration and conservation, and of 
course we visited auctions, book 
markets, etc. 

In this period Luce and I used 

Years later I phoned Max and asked 
him if he would sell us a few copies; 
he grinned on the phone and told 
me he had sold them all. So, if you 
happen to have a copy of our 
E.A.Poe, be careful with it, they are 
out of print for many years and 
now  worth a small fortune.

We soon met Abraham 
Horodisch in his shop in 
Amsterdam, who told us not to 
make oblong books any more, and 
the next year we visited London 
and, of course, Mr. Louis W. Bondy: 
we bought a few books from him 
and he gave us a very good advice: 
“Join the M.B.S.”, of which we, up 
to then, had never heard of. We did 
so and soon won a few M.B.S. 
awards, in 1987: Oscar Wilde’s The 
House of Judgment and 1991: The 
History of Reynard the Fox, but 
since then we have not participated 
in the yearly contest (maybe we 
should send in our Tulipomania). In 
Utrecht we also started with our 
first catalogue of miniature books; 
only 89 items, that’s all we could 
gather in a year’s time.

Health problems caused us to 
leave Utrecht and we settled down 
in the countryside, in the little vil-
lage of Zuilichem, where we had 10 
wonderful years living in a dike 
house along the riverside and sur-
viving two severe river floods (our 
Labradors had no problem with the 
floods, they enjoyed it, but we had 
to evacuate all our books!).

In this house well known 
American booksellers danced the 
tango, Melinda's Henry smoked his 
yearly chocolate cigar, Ruth took 
the wrong train but finally arrived, 
and Donn and I had a (long) drink 
on our terrace, overlooking the 
great river.

Now we are living in an apart-
ment in the center of ‘s-Hertogen-
bosch (Heronymus Bosch’s city) 
and looking back at a life full of 
books, large and small, having 
issued 18 miniature books. I often 

considered to stop, but every time 
Luce convinced me to go on, and 
besides, what can I do else? So we 
are now working on miniature 
book 19 (Cervantes’ Don Quixote; 
chapter VIII, you will all remem-
ber: “the battle against the wind-
mills”).

But what is even more impor-
tant, we are working on a (too) 
large project in the field of minia-
ture books which will surprise 
you all. To be unveiled early 2002!

Guus also sent us a checklist 
of the Catharijne Press 
Publications. These miniatures are 
listed below. Many were printed 
in regular as well as special edi-
tions. Most are in English. And 
many are out of print. 

Poe, E. A. Two Poems.
Blades, W. The Enemies of 

Books.
The Song of Songs.
Wilde, O. The House of 

Judgment.
Irving, W. Rip Van Winkle.
Florilegium.
Evangile selon St. Matthieu.
The Twelve Months.
 History of Reynard the fox.
De Insulis Inuentis.
Dutch Windmills.
In Praise of the Virtuous 

Woman.
Omar Khayyam, Rubaiyat.
Kok, H.A.R. Anne Frank.
Swift, J. Gulliver’s Travels.
William Morris, Wallpapers.
The Young Stork’s Baedeker.
Tulipomania.
The Ingenious Gentleman 

Don Quixote de la Mancha.

Guus and Luce Thurkow.
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Congress in 1978 he cited our edi-
tion of Poems of Life by Emily 
Dickinson as the finest private 
press miniature book.  We’ve 
responded to interviews on televi-
sion, the radio, Connoisseur 
Magazine, the Wall Street Journal, 
Boston Globe and specialized 
trade journals. To our doubting 
colleagues, I’ve written a short text 
entitled ‘Miniature Books Deserve 
More Respect.’”

“Early printed miniature 
books have been our pursuit. 
Finding and researching books 
from other centuries and cultures 
is stimulating and adds to our 
knowledge of the field. Seeking 
older and obscure titles gives us 
the joy of finding books which 
we’ve not previously seen and 
then offering them to our custom-
ers. We’ve bought and sold some 

highly prized miniatures, includ-
ing  a miniature incunabulum. 
miniature Books of Hours, and 
jeweled miniature bindings. It’s 
been 30 years of fun and learning, 
and both continue....”

Bromer Booksellers operates 
an inviting  gallery on the second 
floor of a building at one corner of 
fashionable Copley Square in 
Boston, and just across the street 
from the Boston Public Library. 
Aside from miniature books, they 
specialize in important literary 
first editions, private press books, 
designer bindings, illustrated 
books in limited editions and rare 
children's’ books. 

 If you click on the Bromer 
web site on your computer, www.
bromer.com, you will find the fol-
lowing quote from the Boston 
Globe: “The rarer the book, the 

more likely the Bromer’s are to 
have it.” The web site continues, 
in part, quoting Anne: “When you 
hold a miniature book in your 
hand, it is almost like holding a 
jewel.... “ The Bromers have pub-
lished 14 distinguished miniature 
books themselves, all of which are 
jewels.

The Bromers have recently 
issued their catalogue number 113, 
entirely on the artist and writer 
Edward Gorey.  Copies of this 
catalogue (at $10) and their cata-
logue on designer bindings (at 
$35) are still available. 

     

David and Anne Bromer in their Boston bookshop.

We reach over 500 
people worldwide who love 

miniature books.
You can too!

     
 Full Page Back Cover   7.5"x10"  $115
 Full Page Inside Back Cover  7.5"x10" $100
 Full Page   7.5"x10"  $90
 1/2 page Horizontal  7.5"x4.75" $55
 2/3 page Vertical (two columns)  5"x10" $70
 1/3 page Vertical (one column)  2.36"x10" $40
 1/3 page Square (two columns)  5"x4.75" $40
 1/6 page Vertical (one column) 2.36"x5" $25

The fine print:
 The preferred format for ads is a .tif file. If you only have 

text we can use a .doc or .txt file or you can even send text in 
an e-mail. If you have a photo or art work we can scan it, or you 
can scan it at 300 ppi and send us a .tif or high resolution .jpg. 
Full page ads may be camera ready or digital files. If this is 
greek to you e-mail Jill Timm for help at jtimm@aol.com. 

For a 10% discount on ads 1/3 page or larger the same ad 
must run 4 consecutive times, and a check for the full ad run 
must be sent with ad. Make check payable to MBS, send to Jill 
Timm (address on page 1).

We now have a new person to help with adverting, Jon Mayo. 
Jon will be happy to talk to you about your advertising needs. 
Contact Jon Mayo at microbib@sover.net or 802-773-9695. The 
actual ads still need to be sent to Jill Timm.



Miniature Book Society
c/o Mark Palkovic
620 Clinton Springs Avenue
Cincinnati, OH 45229-1325

Address Service Requested First Class
First Class Mail

U.S. Postage Paid
Austin TX 

Permit No. 882

Last Chance to Register 

for the MBS Conclave XX!

(back of wrapper) 

Vote !
(inside of wrapper)

Miniature Book Society
Grand Conclave XX

Covington, Kentucky (Cincinnati, Ohio),  October 11-14, 2002

Please use this registration form for all persons at the same address. Be sure to list each registrant separately. 
List names as you want them to appear on your badge.

Name 1 for badge:______________________________________________________________________

Name 2 for badge:______________________________________________________________________

Name 3 for badge:______________________________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________________________

City:____________________________________________    _____________________________________         _

State/Province/Zip/Post Code___________________________________________________________

Country__________________________________Telephone (include area code)___________________

E-mail address:________________________________________________________________________
(your registration confirmation will be sent by e-mail, if you have an e-mail address)

Conclave Registration fee is $200.00 per person (US funds only). The registration fee includes Friday wel-
coming banquet, continental breakfasts, the Ohio Riverboat lunch cruise, and the Sunday banquet.

Book Fair tables are $30.00 each and are available only to MBS members who are registered for the 
Conclave. Tables will be assigned by the Conclave Committee. Please indicate below how you wish your 
table to be listed in the program. The Fair will close for lunch. As an exhibitor, if you wish to have buffet 
brunch reservations at the Riverview Revolving Restaurant, please check here ______. The conclave commit-
tee will make a reservation for you. You will be responsible for paying for your own brunch at the restaurant 
($15.95)

Number of Registrants at  $200.00 each                                              $_______________________

Number of Bookseller tables at $30.00 each                                        $_______________________

Bookseller name to appear in program  ____________________________________________

Number of additional banquet guests at $40.00 each                          $_______________________

(Optional):
Monday tour to Augusta, Kentucky, and Ohio Amish country (Brown County)

(includes transportation and lunch)  at $33.00 per person       $________________________

Total enclosed:                                                                                      $________________________

Please make your check payable in US funds to Miniature Book Society, Inc. Credit cards may be used 
through PayPal, an internet credit card service. Use PayPal account “Miniature Book Society, Inc.” and send 
payment to Mark.Palkovic@uc.edu. Then send form to address below with notation of PayPal payment. Visit 
www.paypal.com for more information on using PayPal.
Mail form and payment to:
     Miniature Book Society
     Conclave XX Registration
     Mark Palkovic, Executive Secretary
     620 Clinton Springs Ave.
     Cincinnati, OH  45229

Registrations must be received no later than August 31, 2002. No refunds after this date.



MBS Ballot 2002
 Please return to the MBS Secretary, Patricia Pistner, 10 Seagate Drive, PH-1N, Naples, FL 34103 
by August 31, 2002.  These are the candidates recommended by the Nominating Committee.  Not all 
vacancies occur at the same time in order to insure some continuity of officers. Please use the blanks for 
any write-in votes you wish to make.

BIOGRAPHIES:

 Since becoming a member of MBS in 1997, Pat Pistner has been actively collecting miniature 
books.  She accepted the chair of the Traveling Exhibit in 1998, was elected to the Board in 1999, and 
appointed MBSʼs Secretary in 2001.  Pat wrote and published “The Pistner House…A Master in 
Miniature,” a book about her miniature French-design town house.  She is the curator of the Masters 
of Miniature exhibition at the Naples Museum of Art in Florida, where her miniature house is on display.

 Mark Palkovic lives in Cincinnati and works as a Music Librarian at the University of Cincinnati 
College-Conservatory of Music Library.  He has been collecting miniature books since 1979.  In 1996 
he issued his first miniature book from the Flying Pig Press.  He attended the Book Fair at the First 
Conclave in Tipp City, OH, and has attended several Conclaves since then.  He is the proud owner of 
the new “worldʼs smallest book” purchased at the Conclave in Bethlehem, PA, in 1997.

 Kathy King has been a member of the Miniature Book Society since 1993.  Currently, she is a 
Board member at large and on the Conclave search committee.  She is a miniature book collector with 
an interest in Scottish publishers.  She has several David Bryce and Son books as well as other 
Scottish titles.  In addition to miniature books, she has a collection of over 120 Nigel Tranter books of 
which many are first editions.  

 Angelika Jaeck has been an active member of the German Society Freundeskreis Miniaturbuch 
Berlin e. V. (FMB) from the beginning.  She is responsible for FMBʼs international contacts and its 
Newsletter.  FMB joined MBS in 1998 and Angelika represents the 95 members.  Her miniature book 
obsession started about 18 years ago.  Her collection is now quite international and ever-growing.

1 Mark Palkovic has been nominated for a third consecutive term as Treasurer, and he has agreed to serve again.  Article 
VI, Section 2, of the MBS by-laws provides that no officer may serve in the same office for more than two consecutive 
terms.  Thus, to re-elect Mark as Treasurer it will be necessary to waive this limitation in this instance.  A motion to do so 
will be presented at the Conclave Annual Meeting prior to the formal elections.

Secretary:
  Patricia Pistner

  _____________

Treasurer:

  Mark Palkovic1

  _____________

Members-to-Large:
(Vote for 2 Please)

  Kathy King

  Angelika Jaeck

  _____________

  _____________
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President’s Corner

 By the time you read 
this Conclave XX will be 
almost upon us.  The 
Conclave Committee –
Gabrielle Fox, Mark 
Palkovic and Miriam 
Owen Irwin—have 
worked hard to ensure 
that the Conclave will be a 
huge success.  I hope that 
many MBS members who 
haven’t yet been to a 
Conclave will attend this 
year.  It’s a wonderful 
experience for lovers of 
miniature books.
 The ballot for this 
year’s election of Board 

members is included with this 
Newsletter.  Mark Palkovic has gen-
erously volunteered to serve a third 
two-year term as Treasurer/

Executive Secretary.  This will 
require a vote at the Annual Meeting 
to waive the two-term limit pre-
scribed in the By-laws.
 Donna Thomas has stepped 
down as a Member-at-Large of the 
Board of Governors.  This vacancy 
will be filled by the Board at its 
Conclave meeting.  Please let me 
know if you wish to be considered.
 I will soon be preparing for 
the Conclave Board meeting.  Any 
suggestions for subjects the Board 
should consider at that meeting 
should be forwarded to me before 
the Conclave.
 See you soon in Cincinnati!Neale Albert

I suppose many of you have 
been wondering lately about our 
publishing schedule.  Well some 
change is due to our “life” schedules 
(see elsewhere Jill Timm moved in 
June), but the change is mainly due 
to a decision to delay the July issue 
to cover more time. The October 
issue will not come out until after 
the Cincinnati Conclave.  With the 
Conclave moving from early 
September to mid-October we felt 
this would work the best. 

I am also announcing that I will 
be leaving you as Editor with this 
issue.  Three years seems to be the 
extent to which one can keep up the 
enthusiasm. I too will be moving 
sometime this fall and now seemed 
a good time to move on.

Neale Albert would be most 
happy to hear from anyone inter-
ested in taking up the task.  

There are so many 
people to thank:  Donn 
Sanford for his unflagging 
support during his two 
years as MBS President; 
our constant contributors 
Val Poska, Angelika Jaeck, 
Michael Garbett and oth-
ers; and most of all Jill 
Timm.  The real work of 
getting this publication 
out really is done by her; 
and THANK YOU to all of 
you who have thought 
over the years to send in 
copy, pictures, notes, etc. 
that we have shared with 
everyone else.

I hope to see all of you at the 
Conclave.

Editor’s Word

Dean Gattone


