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March/April 2002   Traveling 
Exhibit will be at the R. W. Norton 
Art Gallery, 4747 Creswell Ave. 
Shreveport, LA 71106.  Contact: 
Ginger Specian  318-865-4201   spe-
cian@softdisk.com

May 11, 2002          Neale Albert 
and Michael Garbett invite all MBS 
members to join them at a London 
pub.  For details be in touch with 
Neale or Michael at:  nma815@aol.
com or migarb@compuserve.com

May/June 2002        Traveling 
Exhibit will be at the Kennedy 
Library, California Polytechnic State 
University, San Louis Obispo, CA 
93407.  Contact: Catherine Trujillo 
805-756-2305   ctrujill@calpoly.edu

May 15, 2002           Deadline for 
submissions:  MBS Book Exhibiton 
and Competition. Contact Jim 
DeLancey 910-343-4376   jdelancey@
ec.rr. com for application forms.

May 26-June 7, 2002  Gabrielle 
Fox will be teaching a workshop, 

“Binding Miniature Books” at 
Penland, N.C.  She would love for 
the students to see a private collec-
tion. If interested contact Gabrielle 
at: gfoxbkbinder @aol.com,  513-
321-5200                                 

May 28, 2002          Paul Devenyi 
is the featured speaker at the 
Canadian Bookbinders and Book 
Artists Guild, annual meeting. 
Toronto Central Library.  For further 
information contact: Paul Devenyi 
at: 416-445-0246 pdevenyi@path-
com.com  

June 15-16,2002        Scottish 
Miniatura, Scotland's largest doll 
house show will have a special min-
iature book exhibit organized by Ian 
& Helen Macdonald (The Gleniffer 
Press).  details: weebooks@global-
net.co.uk.

July/August 2002      Traveling 
Exhibit will be at the Leonard E. 
Shore Memorial Library, 183 Bruce 
Street South, Thornbury, Ontario, 

Dates to Remember

Cabbage In Canada
ture book world (Bob Massman, 
Ruth Adomeit, Julia Wightman, Fr. 
Weber, Kal Levitan, Stanley Marcus, 
Jim DeLancey, Virginia Schoonover 
and Charlotte herself) but at the time 
they were just some of the principal 
collectors.  Each essay is worth read-
ing today as they give a personal 
perspective by each of these person-
ages on “their world” of miniature 
books.

My other favorite is “Autographs 
of Miniature Book Publishers”  (1983)  
Somehow Charlotte managed to get 
publishers to autograph their names 
250 times - one for each of the copies 
she published.  How Charlotte man-
aged to get persons such as the 
Bromers, the Blaus, Stanley Marcus, 
Robert Hanson, Norm Forgue, Glen 
Dawson---just to name a few--to do 
this shows her great tenacity, charm, 
and demonstrates the great respect 
for which she was held in the minia-
ture book world.  She will be greatly 
missed.

–––Dean Gattone

We are saddened by the news 
that member Charlotte M. Smith 
died on January 25, 2002.  As propri-
etor of Tamazunchale Press, Charlotte 
gave everyone great joy through her 
many books.  She and her husband 
Tom founded Tamazunchale Press in 
1983 which published her miniature 

books.
A lifelong resident of Newton, 

Iowa, Charlotte was very active in 
community affairs.  She was President 
of the Newton Public Library Board,  
the Newton Concert Association and 
the Monday Book Club.  She served 
on the Boards of the Newton YWCA, 
Friends of the University of Iowa 
Libraries, and the Iowa Center for the 
Book.

Charlotte assembled a fine col-
lection of rare books and a miniature 
book collection which she donated to 
the University of Iowa Libraries in 
1996.  We reported last issue on the 
new web site which provides access 
to most of her 4,000 miniature book 
titles:  (http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/ 
spec-coll/new2.htm).

Two of my favorite books of 
Charlotte’s are quite different.  The 
first, “My Favorite Miniature Book” 
(1983) contains nine essays Charlotte 
solicited from miniature book collec-
tors of the time.  Now we see these 
authors as luminaries of the minia-

Stanley Marcus Dies At 96

Charlotte M. Smith Dies

 Stanley Marcus, whos name has 
been synonymous with high-dollar 
retailing and extravagant gifts for 
nearly a century, died January 22, 
2002.  We remember him as a MBS 
member, and publisher of full-sized 
and miniature books.

Joining his father’s company at 
age 21 in 1926, he went on to become 
executive vice-president, president, 
chairman of the board and eventual-
ly when he retired from the Neiman 
Marcus Company in 1975, Chairman 
Emeritus.   He is most famous for 
introducing the  exotic Christmas 
Catalogs in the 1960’s with such high 
end items as submarines, hot air bal-
loons, Egyptian mummy cases, and 
ermine bathrobes. 

He wrote about his overwhelm-
ing desire to surpass the customer’s 
expectations in his books “Minding 
the Store (1974) and “Quest for the 
Best” (1979).  Both of these books 
were published in full sized volumes 

by Viking Press, but also in minia-
ture in limited editions of 500 and 
850 numbered copies respectively.

Val Poska remembers: “On 
February 28, 1995, my daughter 
Katie and I flew up from San Antonio 
to Dallas and Southern Methodist 
University, to hear Stanley Marcus 
talk about his miniature books.  This 
talk was echoed in a bibliography of 
his books which were on exhibit in 
the Bridwell Library, to which he 
had already donated over a thou-
sand of his mini-books.  There were 
130 books on display, covering fields 
of religion, classics, almanacs & cal-
endars, children’s miniatures, 
Somesuch Press, and bindings.  His 
talk that day was reflected in a min-
iature called “Miniature Literature”, 
curated by David J. Lawrence, 3 x 3 
inches.  The books on display were 
listed in a bibliography which 
Stanley graciously signed.”

Walter Loeb, publisher of the 

Loeb Retail Letter, wrote at the time 
of his death: “Today we’ve lost an 
icon and patriarch in the business.”  
We, at the Miniature Book Society, 
have also lost a great friend.

—-Dean Gattone, Val Poska

Canada  N0H 2P0  Contact: Ken 
Haigh leonard@georgian.net

August 31, 2002        Deadline: 
registration for Conclave XX.  
Conclave Chair: Mark Palkovic  513-
556-1964 mark.palkovic@uc.edu

September 12, 2002   Deadline: 
donations to auction 2002. Contact 
Joan Boring, 3204 Wildwood Rd, 
Middletown, OH 45042

October 11-14, 2002 Conclave 
XX, Covington, Kentucky at the 
Radisson Hotel.  Conclave Chair: 
Mark Palkovic 513-556-1964                              
mark.palkovic@uc.edu

editor’s note:  anyone having a date 
members should remember, please 
forward that information to us at the 
NEWSLETTER so that we may 
include it in this continuing column.

"CABBAGE" is the affection-
ate insider's nickname for CBBAG 
which stands for Canadian 
Bookbinders and Book Artists 
Guild. In many ways this organi-
zation parallels the story of the 
Miniature Book Society (MBS). 
Like MBS, CBBAG was founded in 
1983; it publishes an annual mem-
bership directory and quarterly 
newsletters. Headquartered in 
Toronto, but similarly to MBS, its 
scope extends beyond national 
boundaries. In fact, several 
American MBS members are also 
members of CBBAG.

CBBAG is devoted to all forms 
of book arts. Every five years it 
runs a major juried exhibition 
called "The Art of the Book", which 

after its Toronto showing, travels 
for two years across Canada from 
coast-to-coast.  The 2003 show will 
celebrate CBBAG's 20th birthday.

One of CBBAG's major 
strengths is its excellent bookbind-
ing school. People attend these 
courses from all over Canada and 
also from outside the country too. 
Mary Devenyi acquired most of 
her bookbinding skills by attend-
ing numerous courses and work-
shops given by the outstanding 
book artist-teachers that made up 
the CBBAG faculty, studying 
mainly with Betsy Eldridge, Don 
Taylor, and Reg Beatty.

Miniature books are not par-
ticularly emphasized in the 
CBBAG activities, but since Mary's 

membership, they received some 
focus. A further boost will come 
from the invitation extended to me 
to be featured speaker after 
CBBAG's annual meeting at the 
Toronto Central Library, May 28, 
2002. The presentation will be 
about collecting miniature books, 
showing some items of the Devenyi 
Collection and also some of the 
miniature books produced by us.

 Hopefully this event will 
bring additional Canadian mem-
bers to MBS.

––by Paul Devenyi
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In 1977 "Kate Greenaway's 
Album", one of the rarest books 
ever produced by her in that it was 
never actually published (the sus-
picion is that she was not very keen 
on the finished result) and only 
eight copies were actually printed, 
fetched 1300 pounds sterling.  The 
book was only 3.5" square and con-
tained 192 miniatures. (Source 
unknown)

The first time the Miniature 
Book Society was recognized as an 
entity in the world of Library and 
Book Trade Information was in the 
BOWKER ANNUAL for 1988. This 
reference volume (34th edition, 
1989-1990) had a title change to 
LIBRARY AND BOOK TRADE 
ALAMAC. In 1992 it returned to its 
original title BOWKER ANNUAL - 
LIBRARY AND BOOK TRADE 
ALAMAC (37th ed.) carrying a ref-
erence to the MBS.  In the 1994 (39th 
ed.) there was mention only of the 
Ottawa Conclave dates. 

"Eulogies to J.F. Kennedy" 
(Delivered at the U.S. Capitol, 

November 24, 1963) by Mike 
Mansfield, Earl Warren and John 
McCormack.  Miniature book, 1 7/8 
x 2 1/2 inches. 32 pages. 
Frontispiece. Hand bound in leath-
er, gold titled. Colored endpapers, 
gilt edges. A collector's item! 
Limited edition. Order your copy 
now. Send $4.00 to J. Kapica, 60 
Hawthorne St. New Britain, Conn.

(Source of the above ad is 
unknown, but the book in today's 
catalogs is selling for $26.00!)

A.S.M.W. Rosenbach wrote a 
series of articles on the value of old 
books for the Saturday Evening 
Post in early 1927. To precede the 
article, "Early American Children's 
Books", there was an exhibit pre-
pared in the Free Library of 
Philadelphia and then again at the 
New York Public Library, including 
some of his miniature books. The 
Distinguished Club of Odd Volumes 
and the American Antiquarian 
Society had him as a guest speaker. 
His full-length book EARLY 
AMERICAN CHILDREN'S BOOKS 
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created a sensation in the book 
world and won high plaudits from 
the New York Times.  In this book 
there were several dozen referenc-
es to miniature books around three 
inches tall. Rosenbach owned the 
only known perfect copy of the 
first miniature ever printed in 
America: William Secher's 
WEDDING RING FIT FOR THE 
FINGER, or, THE SALVE OF 
DIVINITY ON THE SORE OF 
HUMANITY. 3 1/4 x 1 15/16 inch-
es tall. Portly and fun-loving, Dr. 
Rosenbach was the world's fore-
most antiquarian book dealer in 
the 1920's and 30's. For further 
information consult the volumi-
nous biography by Edwin Wolf 
and John Fleming called 
ROSENBACH. Minibibliophiles 
would gain new insights into the 
world of book collecting. And don't 
forget A VISIT WITH DR. R. by 
Ernest Dawson, 1988, 2 7/8 x 2 
3/16 in. for your own collection.

"Caesar's Triumph" woodblock faci-
milies, accordion-fold format. 
Slipcase. (26 copies)  Juniper Von 
Phitzer Press, San Francisco, CA.
 
Hanson, Robert F. "Nutcrackers: A 
Christmas Collectible"  3 x 2 3/4 
inches.  color illus. 37p. (100 copies) 
Opuscula Press, Albuquerque, NM.

Bradbury, Robert C. "Miniature 
Books, Catalog 11" February 2002. 
Worcester, MA.
 
Tuttle Antiquarian Books. "Catalog 
434 Miniature Books". February 
2002, Rutland, VT.
 
The Old Stile Press.  "Books from 
The Old Stile Press". Autumn of 
2001. Monmouthshire, UK.

New Books

Catalogs

15th Annual Miniature 
Book Exhibition

New MBS Members In The Making

awards will be presented at the 
annual meeting of the Society to be 
held this October in Cincinnati, 
Ohio.

A catalog of the exhibition will 
be produced and a show will tour 
for one year with the Miniature 
Book Society Traveling Exhibition.  
Deadline for entry is May 15, 2002.

For more information and an 
entry form send a self-addressed 
stamped envelope to:

James DeLancey
2212 South Canterbury Road
Wilmington, NC 28403
or apply online at
jdelancey@ec.rr.com

The Miniature Book Society, 
Inc. announces the 15th annual 
Miniature Book Exhibition, open to 
all publishers, printers, designers, 
and binders of miniature books.  To 
be eligible, books and their slipcases 
must measure three inches or less 
and have been published in an edi-
tion (not one-of-a-kind) during the 
past two years.

A jury composed of profession-
als representing different interests 
in the book arts, chosen by the 
Board of Governors of the Society 
will select three books for the 
Miniature Book Society 
Distinguished Book Award. These 

MBS member Katie Poska, middle school art teacher in Medina, Texas, gives 
her students a chance to construct a miniature book in her art class, using the 
Gabrielle Fox textbook.  (Is she handing out membership applications?)

The auction at Grand Conclave 
XX in October 2002 will be orga-
nized by Joan Boring.  We are 
pleased that Father Joseph Curran 
has agreed to serve as auctioneer 
once again. Joan is ready to receive 
your donations at:

 Joan Boring
3204 Wildwood Road
Middletown, OH  45042
tele: 513-423-1977                                                

email: jboring@mail.mpl.lib.oh.us
 Deadline to be included in this 

year’s auction:  September 12, 2002.

MBS Auction

 Jill Timm,  “Sedona Scapes” 2.25 x 
2.75 inches. 22 photographs, 34 p, 
with polymer clay cover. (45 copies) 

Mystical 
Places Press, 
Austin, TX.



As of 12/31/01

ASSETS 
   Cash and Bank Accounts 
     Checking 7250.68
     MMax 41524.43
     Savings 101.81
 ––––––.––
   TOTAL   Accounts 48876.92
 
  ––––––.––-
 TOTAL ASSETS 48876.92
 
 LIABILITIES 0.00
  ––––––.––
 OVERALL TOTAL 48876.92
  ––––––.––
 

 Miniature Book Society Cash Flow Report
1/1/01 through 12/31/01

INFLOWS 
 
   Ads 668.00
   Competition fee 575.00
   Conclave 2000 511.72
   Div Income 1103.02
   Dues: 
     New-2001 1062.50
     New-2002 770.00
     Renewal-2001 1480.00
     Renewal-2002 8343.43
  ––––––.––-
   TOTAL Dues 11655.93
   Gift Received 302.03
   Mail List Sale 25.00
   New member pack 75.00
   Other Inc 15.00
             ––––––.––
 TOTAL INFLOWS 14930.70
 
 OUTFLOWS 
 
   Bank Chrg 20.00
   Brochure 151.08
   Competition cat: 
     Postage 88.20
     Competition cat-Other 4045.10
  ––––––.––
   TOTAL Competition cat 4133.30
   Conclave 2002: 
     Hotel deposit 1000.00
  -----------
   TOTAL Conclave 2002 1000.00
   Conference Call 23.75
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   Donations 300.00
   Duplication 18.66
   Exhibit & Cat. 185.02
   Freight 1240.68
   Glas Cup repair 27.70
   Incorp. fee 20.00
   Insurance 479.00
   Misc 166.94
   Newsletter 8100.00
   Office 69.17
   Postage 957.65
   Postage refund 49.37
   Web Site: 
     Design 250.00
     Domain registration 70.00
  ––––––.––-
   TOTAL Web Site 320.00
   Yearbook 1154.26
   Uncategorized Outflows 0.00
             ––––––.––
 TOTAL OUTFLOWS 18416.58
 
           ––––––.––
 OVERALL TOTAL -3485.88
             ––––––.––

Miniature Book Society Net Worth Report
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MBS European Exhibition
Ian and Helen Macdonald (The 

Gleniffer Press) have arranged with 
Angelika Jaeck and Stephen Byrne to 
prepare a special miniature book dis-
play in Glasgow, Scotland in 2002.

The 7th World Flower Show 
FLORAMONDI is being held in 
Glasgow in summer 2002.

The Scottish Miniatura which is 
the largest doll house show in 
Scotland will be held in the same 
exhibition venue as FLORAMONDI. 
The plan is to have a special David 
Bryce exhibition, the MBS European 
exhibition and a display of the world's 
smallest books by The Gleniffer Press 
on display.  The organizers have 
donated free space to this miniature 
book exhibition because it will be a 
real crowd pleaser. 

This wonderful display can be 
seen at SCOTTISH MINIATURA, 
S.E.C.C. Glasgow, Scotland on 15th 
and 16th of June 2002. If you are plan-
ning to visit Scotland on holiday in 
2002....do not miss this exciting dou-
ble show.  Internet links to the Scottish 
Miniatura can be found through  
www.users.globalnet.co.uk /~wee-
books

The European Exhibition consists 
of 74 books from the MBS Archives, 
mainly from the 1980s.  The collection 
was displayed for the first time at the 
Conclave in Koblenz in 1999. Ralf 
Quast set up the exhibition at the 
local library where it stayed for about 
6 weeks. It was on display for the 
Meeting of European Miniature Book 
Friends in May 2001 and part of the 
collection was shown at the Berliner 
Book Festival in June 2001. This year 
in June, the exhibition goes to Scotland 
and from there to Huddersfield, 
Yorkshire, where Stephan Byrne has 
arranged for some exhibitions in 
England. 

New Miniature Book Shop
Falk Thielicke is a book seller, 

who deals solely with miniature 
books. So far, he has done his busi-
ness at fairs, markets and special 
events, always on the road. Now he is 
opening a miniature book shop - 

minilibris - in Berlin, Germany. It has 
enough room for small exhibitions 
and for miniature book enthusiasts to 
get together for discussions, talks and 
swap meetings. He will offer all the 
current German miniature books as 
well as a selection of old and foreign 
ones. For the opening event and dur-
ing the month of May, the MBS 
European Exhibition will be on dis-
play at the shop. Webaddress: www.
minilibris.de

A report about the opening will 
follow in the next newsletter.

From Hungary, contributed by 
Lajos Babos

The Miniature Book Club in 
Szeged, Hungary, is celebrating its 
30th anniversary this year! 
Congratulations and many more 
years of miniature books! The 
Miniature Book Club now has about 
75 members and has published 62 

News from Europe

books in 30 years, all about or con-
nected with the town Szeged. The 2 
- 3 books per year they publish are 
only for their members and the book 
producers, not for sale.

New Miniature Books 
from Germany

The Hyperion-Verlag, founded 
1906, has produced a large number of 
books until 2000 when the last owner 
- Jorlinde Luft - passed away. The 
Wartelsteiner Family - well known 
for its wonderful miniature books 
under the imprint 
"Miniaturbuchverlag Leipzig"-  is the 
new owner and has now started issu-
ing the new Hyperion-Bibliothek 
(Hyperion Library). The emphasis of 
this new Library is on interesting 
content and the bibliophile character 
of the books. Printed on high quality 
paper, each title bound in different 
colored cloth, with head bands, gilt 
title on book cover and spine. There 
is a special limited and numbered 
edition of 250. All titles of the special 
edition are bound in silver-gray silk 
and have gilt top edges.  The first 
book of the "Hyperion-Bibliothek" is 
Charles Dickens: A Christmas Story. 
Two other books coming out this 
year are by famous German authors: 
Ludwig Thoma and Wilhelm Busch. 

The books are 60x90 mm (about 
2.3x3.5 inches) - too large for most 
non-european collectors - but very 
interesting for all lovers of  well-
made books. 

Webaddress: www.minibuch.de 
and www.hyperion-verlag.de

The Hyperion-Verlag display at the Frankfurter Book Fair.

MBS European Exhibition in Koblenz 1999)



MBS Newsletter April 2002

Workshops 
The Book Arts will be demon-

strated  by four presenters, each 
well-respected in their fields.

 
ANN BAIN will demonstrate 

paste paper making.  Ann is a cal-
ligrapher and one of the founding 
partners of Conversation Pieces 
Gallery, Tipp City, Ohio, and has 
been involved in art "since forever".  
She began to focus on calligraphy 
some eighteen years ago when she 
realized that she could work with 
design, color, ideas, drama and lit-
erature all under one discipline.  Her 
gallery activities allow her an outlet 
for wall art as well as her handmade 
books, which continue to develop.

 
JACK COONEY will demon-

strate the making of sturdy and 
pleasing boxes for housing and pre-
senting a miniature book.  Made in 
30 minutes - start to finish!

Jack grew up in the old iron 
town of Troy, New York and learned 
there to appreciate "old things".  Jack 
says, "I'm still learning and do so 
now in the company of old iron 
bookbinding tools in my Shaker 
Press Books studio in Indianapolis, 
Indiana. " I will one day render in a 
small book the tale of my meander 
from the river banks of New York's 
Hudson to those of Indiana's White."

 
KATIE HARPER will demon-

strate Letter Press Printing. Katie 
holds a BA from the San Francisco 

Art Institute as 
well as a MFA 
from the 
University of 
the Arts in 
Phi ladelphia , 
Pennsylvania.  
Her background 
includes exten-

sive work in letterpress and book 

arts as well as many years in com-
mercial graphic design.  Katie is the 
proprietor of Ars Bevis Press and the 
moving force behind the planned 
Cincinnati Book Arts Center.

 
MARGARET RHEIN will give 

an ongoing demonstration which 
will focus on making novelty papers 
that could be used in bookbinding 
projects with a variety of colors and 
inclusion materials.  She will also 
bring along items to emboss pat-
terns on the papers as well.  Margaret 
says, "I have been involved full-time 
for the past 25 years in the art and 
craft of papermaking by hand at my 
studio, Terrapin Paper Mill, 
Cincinnati, Ohio.  "Over the years, I 

have made 
thousands of 
sheets of hand-
made paper, 
experimenting 
with a variety 
of fibers, 
shapes, colors, 

textures in 2D and 3D approaches."
 
Monday Bus Trip 

"Bakeries, Buggies and Historic 
Beauty in Augusta, KY and Adams 
County, OH" will include a visit to 
Augusta, KY, a town on the Ohio 
River with 19th century homes, 
antique shops, and the Piedmont 
Art Gallery.  Augusta is also home to 
singer Rosemary Clooney as well as 
her brother, Nick Clooney (father of 
George).  In Augusta, lunch will be 
served at the Beehive Tavern, fol-
lowed by a tour of the Amish area of 
Adams County, Ohio.  Here we will 
stop at the Amish-run businesses 
Keim's Family Market, and Miller's 
Bakery and Crafts. The fall color in 
the area should be at its peak.

 
Conclave Keepsakes
Miriam Irwin is accepting keep-

sakes for the Conclave.  Please feel 
free to contact her about the details 
of making a keepsake and what 
items may be appropriate.   150 cop-
ies of the keepsake should be sent to 
her at:

Miriam Owen Irwin
358 Oliver Road
Cincinnati, OH  45215
(h) 513-761-5977
o) 513-821-1270
email: mirwin@cinci.rr.com

Your Conclave Committee 
headed by Mark Palkovic (Miriam 
Irwin, Gabrielle Fox members) has 
been busy making arrangements for 
Conclave XX.

A substantial program has 
already been worked out but should 
be considered "preliminary" as a 
"work in progress".

Program Outline
 

Friday, October 11, 2002

10am-3pm: Board meeting
3:30-9pm: Registration
4:30-5:30: New member recep 
 tion
5:30-6:30: Reception for every 
 one
6:30-9pm: Dinner buffet
 

Saturday, October 12, 2002

7:30-8:30am: Breakfast buffet
9-11am:  Demonstrations-  
 workshops
12noon-2pm: Riverboat Lunch  
 Cruise on the River
3-4pm: Business meeting
4-5pm: Swap meet
 Dinner on your own
7-10pm: MBS Auction
 

Sunday, October 13, 2002

7:30-8:30am: Breakfast buffet
7-9am: Set up for Book Fair
9am-Noon: Book Fair: members  
 only
12-1pm: Lunch Buffet (for  
 exhibitors)
1-5pm: Book Fair: public

6-7pm: Happy Hour
7-10pm: Annual Banquet

 
Monday, October 14, 2002

8:45-5:30pm: Optional Bus Trip:  
 "Bakeries, Buggies  
 and Historic Beauty  
 in Augusta, KY and  
 Adams County,  OH."

 
Hotel Arrangements
 
Radisson Hotel Cincinnati 

Riverfront, located in Covington, 
KY, immediately across the Ohio 
River from downtown Cincinnati, 
Ohio.  The hotel's address is:  668 
West Fifth Street

Covington, KY  41011
Radisson's toll free line: 800-
333-3333
859-491-1200

fax: 859-
491-0326

www.radis-
son.com/cov-
ingtonky

M e m b e r s 
may book one of 
the hotel's 236 
guest rooms.  Be 

sure to mention you are a MBS 
member and are attending the 
Conclave.  In addition the facilities 
include six penthouse meeting 
rooms and a revolving restaurant on 
the 18th floor that provides spectac-
ular views of downtown Cincinnati 
and the fall color of the Kentucky 
hillsides.

 
Transportation 
Arrangements

By car, Covington is easily 
reached through the inter-state high-
way system that passes through 
Cincinnati.

By air, the hotel is eleven miles 
from the Cincinnati/Northern 
Kentucky International Airport.  
Delta Airlines maintains a hub there.
Saturday Demonstrations/
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Cathy Adelman
24764 West Saddle Peak
Malibu, CA 90265
(h) 310-456-1794
(fax): 310-456-1406
e-mail: c-adelman@msn.com

Tina L. Chrismore
131 West 81st Street  #4
New York, New York  10024
(h) 212-496-9536
e-mail: tchrismore@hotmail.
com

Manuel Garcia de Fuentes 
Churruca
Avenida Juan Carlos I Rey 14
Melilla 52001
Spain
(h) 011-34-952691149
(o) 011-34-952680149
(fax) 011-34-952690071

e-mail: churruca2000@tele-
line.es

John Culver
9441 NW 45th Street
Miami, FL  33178
(o) 305-437-1363
(fax) 305-437-2995
 
Tine Krynen-Bruin
Kerkebuurt 163
1647 ME Berkhout
Netherlands
(h) 0031 229-551236
(fax) 0031 229-553470
e-mail: miniatuurboekbinden-
tinekrynen@hotmail.com

Susan Lunas
2925 Powell Street
Eugene, OR  97405
(h) 541-485-6527
Editor and publisher of 
Bindersʼ Guild Newsletter
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Mauchline Ware

 
University of North Texas 
Libraries
Attention:  Rare Books Dept.
P.O. Box 305190
Denton, TX  76203-5190
(o) 940-565-2769
(fax) 940-565-2599
e-mail: mdurio@library.unt.edu

James Reid-Cunningham
James Reid-Cunningham 
Bookbinding
10 Harrington Road
Cambridge, MA  02140
(o) 617-354-4276
(fax) 617-354-5344

University of Virginia
Alderman Library - Cataloging/
Periodicals
P.O. Box 400151
Charlottesville, VA  22904-
4151

(o) 434-924-0939
(fax) 434-243-7756

Jere W. & Kathleen J. Wilson
11 Virginia Rd
Terryville, CT  06786
(h) 860-585-1744
(o) 860-585-1270
e-mail: jwilson@ndeavor.com
Deborah Rouleau
P.O. Box 125

North Clarendon, VT  05759

Robert Young
816 Piccadilly Circle
Sacramento, CA  95864-6123

MBS Changeabouts
New Members

Changeabouts

Remembering Frank Teague
Frank H. Teagle, Jr. who died in 

Woodstock, Vermont on January 19, 
1997, is familiar to miniature book 
collectors, publishers, and dealers as 
Peter Putter. 

He was a native of Cleveland, 
Ohio and began printing at an early 
age when his uncle Frank Berry, who 
was the president of the Cleveland 
Type Foundry, gave him a press (not 
a Kelsey) and 
type. As an adult 
he worked for 
fine press printer 
Horace Carr. His 
first job as a pro-
fessional printer 
was in the same 
building as Ruth 
Adomeit's father's plant. He also 
lived close to the Adomeit's home 
and was Ruth's friend from 1936 
until her death in 1996. 

The Elm Tree Press in 
Woodstock, Vermont was established 
in 1906 by two Dana brothers at 
which time they stated: "This press 
does printing of the highest grade. It 
is not difficult to print, it is very dif-
ficult to print well. To print with 
good taste, that is, to bring properly 
together the purpose of the thing 
printed, the type, the page and the 
paper - this may well be called an 
art..." The press was operated by the 
Danas for 36 years.

William Edwin Rudge III 
bought the Elm Tree Press late in 
1942. Ridge had served his appren-
ticeship at his father's famous print-
ing house in Mount Vernon, NY. 
Later on he was the director of the 
Yale University Press. Frank H. 
Teagle, Jr. moved to Woodstock and 
joined Ridge as an assistant in 1945. 
Rudge and Teagle transformed the 
small hand-set, hand-fed shop into a 
modern operation, perpetuating the 
Dana's reputation and the senior 
Rudge's fame. Their design and pro-
duction quality gave the Elm Tree 
Press and Woodstock a prominence 
of its own over the next 25 years.

Teagle donned his Peter Putter 
printer's hat for the miniature books 
he printed at the press and attributed 
to The Lilliputter Press. Between 

June of 1960 and March of 1963 he 
printed eight issues of The Miniature 
Book Collector which was edited in 
Cleveland by his old friend Ruth 
Adomeit. The well-known miniature 
book publisher Achille St. Onge of 
Worcester was the publisher of the 
MBC. This triumvirate's efforts re-
awakened interest in miniature books 
in the United States.

The Lilliputter Press published 
The Little Cookie Book in 1960. One 
of the preliminary pages indicated 
that it was "Mixed by Ruth E. Adomeit 
and baked by Frank H. Teagle, Jr." 
The colophon states: "A batch of 2,000 
of this book has been baked on 
Warren's Thintext paper by the Elm 
Tree Press....the type is 6 point 
Caledonia with Garamond frosting. 
The binding was cooked up by the 

Vermont Bindery." Other, lesser min-
iature books from the Lilliputter Press 
were Christmas keepsakes including: 
Christmas Signs from the Teagles 
(1960), Pious Jingle Bells (1966), and 
The Only Way: A Christmas Reflection 
for 1979. A further contribution to the 
miniature book world was the 1968 
reprint edition of The Newsletters of 
the LXIVMOS, which has a forward 
and an index by well-known collector 
Robert E. Massmann.

Frank Teagle married Rhoda 
Walker French on December 28, 1955. 

Rhoda took an active part in the 
development of the Elm Tree Press 
when they became owners in 1957. 
After retirement in 1971 the Teagles 
gave their time and talents to recy-
cling, environmental protection, 
printing heritage, and historical pres-
ervation. They were also a force in 
Woodstock in its civic affairs and in 
the promotion of the town's develop-
ment.

In later years Teagle facilitated 
the creation of the Ben Lane Printing 
Shop (his 40 year dream) as one of the 
latest, and very popular, working 
exhibits at Vermont's Shelburne 
Museum. This at the precise time 
when the computer revolution ren-
dered obsolete the 550-year old prin-
ciples of letterpress printing. Teagle 
was proud that graphic arts students 
from the University of Vermont used 
this exhibit to handle printer's tools, 
type and presses to get a feel for the 
roots of what they were studying. 

He assisted in raising funds to 
save the 203 year-old Spooner 
Building in Windsor, Vermont. The 
1792 building once housed the wood-
en Stephen Daye Press which came 

from England in 
1639 to serve the 
printing needs of 
Harvard College. 
In 1792 the 
Spooner brothers 
acquired the press 
in response to the 
wishes of Eleazer 
Wheelock, the 
first present of 
D a r t m o u t h 
College. In 1939 a 

picture of the press was shown on a 
US three-cent stamp. The Vermont 
Historical Society in Montpelier now 
has the press.

Frank Teagle wrote me in 
February 1996 about a long standing 
dream of his: "Some day before I fold 
up I mean to arrange for a simple 
video of a complete cycle on the 
Vermont Historical Society's "Stephen 
Daye Press" which now just sits in 
their museum like a pile of cordwood 
and nobody knows how it worked."

 –– by Frank J. Anderson

At the Indianapolis Bookfair, I 
described an item as being an exam-
ple of "Mauchline" binding.  There 
was some interest in this term, so I 
thought that I would let members 
know more about it.

During the early Eighteen 
Hundreds, when snuff taking was 
popular, there was a great demand 
for snuff boxes.  Many of these were 
made in Scotland, and there were 
some fifty known makers around the 
small town of Mauchline. The wood 
used was sycamore or Scottish plane 
tree. The boxes were often decorated, 
then varnished many times to 
enhance the design and finish.

When snuff taking began to 
decline in the 1830's, the box makers 
diversified into the manufacture of 
other wooden products. An astonish-
ing range of objects was produced, 
and the term "Mauchline Ware" has 
come to be applied to the wooden 
artifacts produced by any Scottish 
firm.  Local shops were keen to mar-
ket these objects for the tourist trade, 
and many commissioned wood ware 
themselves, which increasingly 

included book boards.
The light colored sycamore 

boards, decorated with engraved 
topographical views from Scottish 
history lend themselves particularly 
well to books, as does a later innova-
tion of using colored tartan. The 
Victorian craze for ferns was tapped 
using a stencil effect, and sometimes 
the wood was stained black in 
immitation of Japanese lacquer, but 
neither of these methods appear 
much on small books.

There is a photograph of a good 
example in Miniature Book News 
Number 7.  It shows the cover of 
Scott's "The Lady of the Lake", pub-
lished by David Bryce and Son of 
Glasgow around 1885.  The book has 
a view of Melrose Abbey on the 
cover and measures 3.5" x 2.5"

Perhaps the star of miniature 
book collections would be the Bryce 
Mite Series in Tartan. The five books 
and Browns portrait are preserved in 
a tartan Mauchline Ware box with a 
sliding glass top.

Happy Hunting!
––Michael Garbett

 Teagle donned his Peter Putter 
printer's hat for the miniature books 
he printed at the press and attributed 
to The Lilliputter Press. 

 In later years Teagle facilitated 
the creation of the Ben Lane Printing 
Shop (his 40 year dream) as one of the 
latest, and very popular, working 
exhibits at Vermont's Shelburne 
Museum.
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Stanley Marcus, Chairman 
emeritus of the Neiman Marcus 
store chain and a microbibliophile 
of  renown, died January 22 in 
Dallas, active to the end, at the age 
of 96.

Born in Dallas, eldest of four 
sons, a graduate of Harvard and 
the Harvard Business School, he 
began work as a stock boy at the 
family store in 1926. After 
eventually rising to 
top management 
he proceeded to 
transform Neiman 
Marcus to world-
wide acclaim for its 
high fashions, out-
standing personal ser-
vice, millionaire clien-
tele and extravagant 
Christmas catalogues. 
Called by some “The 
Merchant Prince of Texas,” 
Marcus started the Neiman 
Marcus Fashion Award in 1938 
subsequently honoring such 
luminaries as Coco Chanel, 
Christian Dior and Grace Kelly. 
The Christmas catalogues were a 
brilliant publicity vehicle which 
became famous  for its wildly cre-
ative marketing offerings such as 
his and her airplanes, camels and 
submarines (in different years of 
course !).

Marcus liked to say that he 
was a man of simple tastes —- he 
only wanted the best. He wrote a 
book, Quest for the Best, pub-
lished in 1979, and this was fol-
lowed by a miniature facsimile 

edition.
He authored a fascinating 

book, Minding the Store, a Memoir, 
in 1974, which became a bestseller, 
reminiscences about his experi-
ences at Neiman Marcus and his 
personal life.

And I have known Stanley as 
a fellow retailer, friend and 

miniature book collector 
for many years. Stanley 

was an irrepressible 
collector of books 
(large and small), 

m a s k s , 
primitive art, mod-
ern painting and sculpture. 
He embraced miniature books as a 
major life interest, as collector, 
exhibitor, author and publisher. 
(See MBN issues 34, 53, 54 and 84).

Marcus exhibited a large part 
of his miniature book collection at 
the Library of Congress in 1978.

In 1987 he began to dispose of 
his collection over a period of time. 

About 1100 volumes were given to 
Southern Methodist University 
(SMU) in Dallas, the balance of 
3000 volumes were to be sold at 
auction and through private sales. 
In May 1987, 154 of his minibooks 
were sold at Christie’s in New 
York.

In 1995 130 items from the 
Stanley Marcus Collection of 
Miniature Books were lavishly dis-
played at the Bridwell Library at 
SMU.

Finally, Stanley Marcus, pub-
lisher. Stanley started publishing  
miniature books in 1975 with a 

facsimile of Minding the 
Store, measuring nearly 
3 inches in  height, with 

383 pages plus a dust 
jacket, a true copy of his 

original work. He went on 
to publish a total of 36 min-

iature books from 1975 to 
1999, employing several fine 

press printers here and abroad. 
All of these productions bore 

the imprint “The Somesuch 
Press,” a name that is a word play 

on the “Nonesuch Press,” one of 
the most well known fine printing 
houses in the U.K. during the early 
part of the last century. Somesuch 
Press books were issued in edi-
tions of about 250 to 500 copies, 
although a few were more copi-
ous, at various prices,  and all just 
below 3 inches tall. Many were 
sold in Neiman Marcus stores at 
one time or another. Some are still 
in print, that is to say not yet sold 
out. We list the author and title of 
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After having gained 
valuable experience in deal-
ing with books - both small 
and large - for over thirty 
years, Luce and I have 
finally made an old dream 
come true:  the "Bibliotheca 
Thurkowiana Minor". 

Our miniature library 
has been built after the 
famous 17th and 18th cen-
tury dolls' houses, such as 
are still exhibited at the 
Rijksmuseum in 
Amsterdam (Petronella 
Dubois and Petronella 
Oortman), the Centraal 
Museum in Utrecht (Petronella de 
la Court), the Gemeentemuseum in 
The Hague and the Frans 
Halsmuseum in Haarlem (both Sara 
Rothe). 

The scale of our library differs 
from that used in the dolls' houses. 
Since miniature books are never 
larger than 76mm or 3 inches, we 
have opted for a 1:4 scale down to 
the smallest detail. 

The library dates back to the 
18th century (1793 to be precise) and 
covers a wide variety of subjects, 
engraved in Latin on brass plates on 
its many bookcases. The books on 
the shelves consist of printed works 
and manuscripts of 'curious signa-
ture', all "Fortsasiana" (ie. each book 
is the only copy of its kind, a unique 
specimen, this time real and not just 
a fit of the imagination). 

The patron we have chosen for 
this peculiar library is "Don Quixote 
de la Mancha", who will no doubt 
guide us with his wandering mind 
and extensive knowledge of books. 
Hence the motto of all our library 
books: "Ellos son gigantes!"

Our good friends Coster and 
Gutenberg ( or vice versa, whoever 
came first) would tear their hair and 
turn in their graves on hearing all 
these developments, since a library 
of unique copies is just the reverse 
of what they had in mind, but we 
managed to put them at ease; all 
other book productions in the world 
will continue as before. 

Our library has a capacity of 
some 2,400 books. Since our aver-
age production is six unique minia-
tures a year, it would take us 400 
years to fill our bookshelves with 
books of our own making. Are we 
to look for a successor?  Well yes, 
but we intend to have a go at it our-
selves first! 

In addition to balusters, con-
soles, pilasters (we have learned 
quite a lot in the process), the library 
boasts 20 bookcases with six shelves 
each (adjustable by means of what 
are known in Dutch as "wouter-
mannetjes", small wooden pegs 
specifically designed for this pur-
pose) and various interior designs, 
such as a bronze statue of "El 
Ingenioso Hidalgo Don Quixote de 
la Mancha", a secret passage to the 
"L'Enfer", where the erotica is kept, 
a table with legs which are replicas 
of those supporting the cabinet and 
chair (design C.F. Annesley Voysey, 
1902) for the librarian, a terrestrial 
en a celestial globe (for connois-
seurs: 10.5cm (scale 1:4) "Mercator" 
globes with 12 gores and 2 polar 
caps, an engraved brass meridian, a 
paper horizon and a specifically 
turned mahogany frame).

On the first floor, two panelled 
doors give access to the rest of the 
library; a 'trompe l'oeil' suggests an 
extension with unlimited possibili-
ties.

The plans for the year 2002 
include a planetarium, a xylotheque, 
a 'Codex Seraphianus', a winding 

stepladder and a specially 
designed stand for engrav-
ings, prints, watercolors, etc.  
These plans still require the 
Board of Governor's approv-
al and will not be imple-
mented until the necessary 
funds have been made 
available. 

A library without a cat-
alogue is no library. The 
breath taking title “Encyclo-
paedia Thurkowi-ana, in 
qua omnia volumina in 
Bibliotheca Thurkowiana 
Minore posita accuratissime 
amplissimeqe describuntur 

(Vol. I-...)” will no doubt provide 
better access and many new vol-
umes. 

All this would never have been 
possible without the support of a 
large number of contributors: a 
good friend, working for the 
National Trust and the stimulating 
force behind the project, a profes-
sional cabinet maker and an interior 
designer, a sculptor, a sign painter (a 
gold-leaf specialist), an engraver, a 
turner, a library consultant, an ama-
teur astronomer, a corrector, a clas-
sicist, an English, a Spanish and a 
French translator, a 'Royal' printer, a 
typographer, an i-Mac specialist, a 
large number of authors, in short 
too many people to mention, but all 
people with whom we have worked 
together with great pleasure in the 
past few years and who have been 
very kind and helpful to us.

To complete and extend the 
library, we are still looking for com-
positors/printers (6pt) and calligra-
phers/small-letter writers (1:4) who 
will be able to help us realise the 
multitude of pending items (unique 
copies only!). 

Bibliophily or bibliomania, 
what is in a word, books are sacred 
to us, that is beyond question, but 
sometimes we cannot but look at 
our efforts with a smile.

––Guus Thurkow 
(The Catharijne Press) 

Bibliotheca Thurkowiana Minor
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these books below, in chronologi-
cal order. A more detailed descrip-
tion can be found in Robert 
Bradbury’s Twentieth Century 
United States Miniature Books:

Marcus, Stanley. Minding the Store, 
a Memoir.

Allen, John Houghton. That Was  
Randado.

Church, Francis P. Yes, Virginia.
Greene, A. C. A Christmas Tree.
Henry, O. Gift of the Magi.
Dobie, J. Frank. Frontier Tales of the 

White Mustang.
Holland, Barbara. The Captive Boy, 

A True Story.
Packer, William. Portraits of the 

Queen: The Stamp Collages of Jack 
Milroy.

Boorstin, David J. Greshamʼs Law: 
Knowledge or Information?

Espy, Willard R. Wars of the Words.
Ellison, Frank. A Facsimile of “A 

Journal of a Trip Down East, Aug. 1858.”
Faries, Belmont. A Christmas Album: 

Twenty Years of Yuletide Stamps.
Goldwater, Barry. Certain 

Unalienable Rights.
Faries, Belmont. Christmas Stamps 

from Around the World.
Marcus, Stanley. Quest for the Best.
Harlow, Francis H. Pueblo Art: 

Southwestern Indian Pottery.
Solomon, Robert C. Love.
Flaubert, Gustave. Bibliomania, a 

Tale.
Stermer, Dugald. An Extraordinary 

Man:Howard Luck Gossage.
Fuentes, Carlos. On Human Rights.
Smith, Toby. Skyborne: A Ballooning 

Baedeker
Bacon, Roger. The Four Stumbling 

Blocks to Truth. 
Youthful Recreations.
Goforth, Joy. Symbol of America: An 

American Indian Liberty.
Kent, Rockwell. Golden Chain: A 

Fairy Story.
Horgan, Paul. Saintmakerʼs 

Christmas Eve.
Turner, Decherd. The Perfect Blind.
Waldseemuller, Martin. Tabula Terra 

Nova (1513).
Johnson, Elizabeth Ann. Helen 

Corbitt: The Balenciaga of Food.
Applegate, Frank. No Calamity 

honored with an  award from the 
Miniature Book Society for her 
work on these important reference 
books

The History of Miniature 
Books was Welsh’s first book, pub-
lished by Rickard in 1987. In 156 
pages Welsh encompassed a his-
tory of miniature books up to 1965, 
including extensive chapters on 
what a miniature book is, its 
History by century, various  sub 
chapters on content ( such as sev-
eral languages,  Political, Medical, 
Cookbooks, Heraldry, Religious, 
Almanacs, Music among others), 
Commercial aspects, Collectors, 
References, among other headings, 
plus an index.

A Bibliography of Miniature 
Books (1470-1965), Welsh’s second 
work came out in 1989. This large 
sized book, with 250 pages is an 
alphabetical listing by author or 
title of all the printed miniature 
books Welsh had identified from 
all her sources over the years. 
There are 7271 separate entries 
with, among other details, the 
source from which each particular 
edition was found (foreign bibli-
ography, dealers catalogue, auc-
tion sale, etc.). Msgr. F. J. Weber 
wrote a forward to this tome indi-
cating that this compilation would 
probably be classified as a “transi-
tional” bibliography because of 
needed revisions, corrections and 
updates. However, this bibliogra-
phy is extensively used as a refer-
ence world-wide. 1000 copies were 
printed.

Ruth Adomeit’s magnum 
opus, Three Centuries of Thumb 
Bibles, A Checklist, was published 
in 1980 by the Garland Publishing 
Co. Ruth’s particular love was 
thumb bibles and she spent a life-
time collecting information about 
this category. Encompassing  chap-
ters on bibles printed in America, 
the British Isles and Continental 
Europe,  almost every entry 
detailed contains an illustration of 

It has been some time since 
the subject of miniature book ref-
erence sources has been discussed. 
Since then the Miniature Book 
Society has added many new 
members and some important 
new bibliographies have appeared. 
Consequently a recapitulation of 
the key resource  material about 
miniature books should be of 
interest. These items, mostly  in 
book or booklet form, would form 
the nucleus in any basic library 
related to the field of miniature 
books.

We begin with The News-
Letters of the LXIVMOS, pub-
lished from 1920 to 1929. 
LXIVMOS  means 64mos (a book 
term) in English and refers to the 
miniature book size or format 
which is achieved by folding a 

the original issues are rare today.
Fortunately, the News-Letters 

were reprinted in a superb fac-
simile book edition in 1968 by 
Frank H. Teagle, Jr., of The 
Lilliputter Press in Woodstock, 
Vermont, with a forward and 
index by Robert E. Massmann.  
Massmann’s detailed 37 page 
index makes The News-Letters a 
convenient and invaluable refer-
ence manuel. While 500 copies 
were printed, the facsimile is long 
out of print, but copies do come 
up from time to time in booksell-
er’s catalogues.

Nothing much else appeared 
until Ruth Adomeit’s Miniature 
Book Collector. Published quar-
terly by Achille J. St. Onge, and 
printed by Teagle’s Lilliputter 
Press, from 1960 to 1962, the MBC 
comprised 8 booklets of 16 pages 
each of 2 Volumes, plus a separate 
index booklet in 1963, all sized 4 x 
3 3/8 inches.   Ruth’s aims were 
almost identical to The News-
Letters, and the 40 pages of index 

attest to the subject range that 
Ruth dealt with to bring readers 
up to date with matters, new and 
newly discovered, since the News-
Letters of 30-40 years before. Ruth 
indicates she had about 330 paid 
subscriptions at $1.00 each for Vol. 
I. Subscriptions for Vol. II fell off 
somewhat, and apparently she 
was not able to continue with a 

Vol. III at $3.00 per year to cover 
publishing costs.

The MBC is generally regard-
ed as the major influence in reviv-
ing the interest in miniature books, 
both in collecting and producing.

In 1961 the first catalogue 
book of miniature books in English 
appeared in Great Britain: 
Catalogue of the library of 
Miniature Books, collected by 
Percy Edwin Spielmann, Ph.D., 
B.Sc., F.R.I.C., F.R.S.L., together 
with some Descriptive Summaries 

This nearly 300 page book 
numbered and described biblio-
graphically the 600 or so books or 
book sets then in Spielmann’s col-
lection. The book also contains 
chapters on miniature book pro-
duction, book-plates, curiosities, 
music, and languages. In addition 
several indexes were compiled on 
Names, Subjects, Authors, 
Publishers and Printers, 
Illustrators, and Places of 
Publication. There is also a bibliog-
raphy and Descriptive Summaries 
of                Almanacs, Bibles,  
Bindings, Book-plates and 
Publishers and Printers. This obvi-
ously important work was almost 
entirely prepared by Louis W. 
Bondy, by then the renown dealer 
in miniature books in London, and 
published in 500 copies by Edward 
Arnold.

The Spielmann catalogue was 
reprinted as a facsimile in 150 cop-
ies sometime in the 1990s.

Doris Welsh was a librarian 
all her life and head of the cata-
logue department at the Newberry 
Library in Chicago until retire-
ment in 1965. Miniature Books 
were her passion, which included 
an interest as scholar, collector and 
publisher. She collected detailed 
information from all sources that 
came into her view, and this 
knowledge developed into two 
key works that were published  by 
her friend, Kathryn I. Rickard of 
Cobleskill, New York. Welsh was 

Equals a Bad Neighbor.
Andersen, Hans Christian. The 

Emperorʼs New Clothes.
Bantock, Nick. History of Imaginary 

Spinning Tops.
Friedeberg, Pedro. Tarot.
Wells, Maria X. Z. The Pupi of 

Stanley Marcusʼ Collection.
Greene, A. C. Brandy Miracle.
Graves, John. The Meaning of 

Moonlight.

To the almost inevitable ques-
tion many people, who have never 
seen a miniature book, ask: why 
do people collect miniature books, 
I particular like Stanley Marcus’ 
response. He said in part “the col-
lecting of miniature books has 
proved to be great fun. It has kept 
me reading book catalogues, it has 
added to my fund of knowledge, 
and it, like most collecting activi-
ties, has brought me into contact 
with interesting people whom I 
would never have met.”

printed sheet of paper five times 
to yield 32 pages on each side for 
a total of 64 pages, now each less 
than 3 inches in height.

The News-Letters were start-
ed by James E. Henderson of 
Brookline, Massachusetts who 
called himself “The Scrivener.” 
The original suggestion had come 
from Wilbur Macey Stone, a well 
known children’s and miniature 
book collector and bookseller of 
New York, who has been called 
the “Dean of Miniature Book 
Collectors.” Henderson, who 
described himself as a compara-
tively recent enthusiast, said in the 
second issue that “The LXIVMOS 
is a little club organized to crystal-
ize the interest in miniature books 
on the part of collectors through-
out the world.” Henderson hoped 

that the club would include librar-
ies, collect and disburse informa-
tion from various sources, act as a 
clearing house for member’s 
duplicates, answer questions, pub-
lish booklets, etc.

Twenty one of The News-
Letters were issued by interested 
parties in cities around the United 
States as well as Paris, Munich, 
Leipzig, London and Amsterdam. 
The last News-Letter was from 
Amsterdam, dated Oct-Nov, 1929.  
The stock market crash must have 
put an end to a lot of endeavors.

The News-Letters are a trove 
of articles, illustrations and infor-
mation on all aspects of miniature 
books, including articles by collec-
tors, up to the 1920s, and should 
be considered the first key refer-
ence source in English. Copies of 

Key Reference Sources
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its title page. A truly remarkable 
piece of scholarship.

Next  comes Miniature Books, 
Their History from the beginnings 
to the present day, by Louis  W. 
Bondy, considered the world’s 
leading authority on the subject. 
As said earlier, Bondy had been 

the writer behind the scenes for 
Spielmann’s Catalogue in 1960.  
Now in 1981 he has authored 
under his own name a more popu-
lar, yet scholarly, book published 
by the Sheppard Press of London. 
Dealing with printed miniature 
books (excluding manuscripts, 
scrolls, etc.) its dust jacket describes 
the work well: “It deals chrono-
logically and in detail with their 
development, with changes in 
taste and fashion and with techni-
cal advances: it has sections on 
special subjects including devo-
tional books, costume, erotica, gas-
tronomy, song books and topogra-
phy; it describes some of the more 
curious items and publishers’ 
bindings; it reviews current pro-
duction, assesses prospects for the 
future and mentions some of the 
principal collections and collec-
tors. There are more than sixty 
illustrations, a good bibliography 
and, of course, an index.”

The most recent landmark 
reference books were written by 
Robert C. Bradbury of Worcester, 
Massachusetts and published by 
The Microbibliophile of No. 
Clarendon, Vermont. Bradbury is 
Professor of Health Services 
Management at the School of 
Management at Clark University 
in Worcester. Bob is also an avid 
miniature book collector and 
bookseller.

The first of Bob’s two books is 
Twentieth Century United States 
Miniature Books, with biblio-
graphic descriptions of each book 
arranged by publisher.  As the title 
suggests, this work is a compen-
dium of all the miniature books 

published in the United States 
from 1900 through 2000. He has 
excluded “most commercial mass-
market miniature books,” such as 
Cracker Jack, Running Press, 
Andrews and McMeel, flip books, 
religious books, advertising 
books, etc. All told 3340  books are 
identified, listed, described and  
numbered with over 300 publish-
ers. There is an overview chapter, 
then a list of publishers, an alpha-
betical list of books by author, and 
an index to publishers and print-
ers, along with other information.

One year later, in 2001, Bob’s 
second book came out with the 

same publisher. Antique United 
States Miniature Books, 1690 - 
1900, principally from the 
Collections of the American 
Antiquarian Society and the Lilly 
Library, Indiana University. Here 
we have an Overview chapter of 
Antique U.S. Miniature Books, 
then a descriptive list of over 300 
publishers together with books 
published, followed by a 
Chronological List of Miniature 
Books, numbered, Notes, Sources, 
and an Index to Titles, Authors, 
and Publishers. Both of Bradburys’ 
books are still in print, and copies 
may be ordered by writing The 
Microbibliophile at P.O. Box  74, 
North Clarendon, VT 05759, USA.

The above reference sources 
are  entirely about miniature books 
and constitute a basic bibliograph-
ic library for a serious collector, 
book dealer, or interested library. 
There are, of course, many other 
reference books and magazines 
with chapters about miniature 
books, as well as miniature books 
about miniature books (see MBN 
3, 15, 16, and 63). Also excluded 
from the above are foreign lan-
guage reference books, old and 
new, as well as the major periodi-
cals (Miniature Book News, 
Miniature Book Society Newsletter, 
The Microbibliophile, Minuatur-
buch Journal ,   Miniaturbuch Info-
Dienst) still being published that 
contain much additional informa-
tion. In addition, Kalman L. 
Levitan, first president of the 
Miniature Book Society, published 
in 1985  A Collection of References 
pertaining to Miniature Books, 
which is a bibliographic book 
about books about miniature 
books! Levitan’s work includes 
many additional sources of infor-
mation for anyone interested.
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Register Now for the 

MBS Conclave XX
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Miniature Book Society
Grand Conclave XX

Covington, Kentucky (Cincinnati, Ohio),  October 11-14, 2002

Please use this registration form for all persons at the same address. Be sure to list each registrant separately. 
List names as you want them to appear on your badge.

Name 1 for badge:______________________________________________________________________

Name 2 for badge:______________________________________________________________________

Name 3 for badge:______________________________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________________________

City:____________________________________________    _____________________________________         _

State/Province/Zip/Post Code___________________________________________________________

Country__________________________________Telephone (include area code)___________________

E-mail address:________________________________________________________________________
(your registration confirmation will be sent by e-mail, if you have an e-mail address)

Conclave Registration fee is $200.00 per person (US funds only). The registration fee includes Friday wel-
coming banquet, continental breakfasts, the Ohio Riverboat lunch cruise, and the Sunday banquet.

Book Fair tables are $30.00 each and are available only to MBS members who are registered for the Conclave. 
Tables will be assigned by the Conclave Committee. Please indicate below how you wish your table to be list-
ed in the program. The Fair will close for lunch. As an exhibitor, if you wish to have buffet brunch reserva-
tions at the Riverview Revolving Restaurant, please check here ______. The conclave committee will make a 
reservation for you. You will be responsible for paying for your own brunch at the restaurant ($15.95)

Number of Registrants at  $200.00 each                                              $_______________________

Number of Bookseller tables at $30.00 each                                        $_______________________

Bookseller name to appear in program  ____________________________________________

Number of additional banquet guests at $40.00 each                          $_______________________

(Optional):
Monday tour to Augusta, Kentucky, and Ohio Amish country (Brown County)

(includes transportation and lunch)  at $33.00 per person       $________________________

Total enclosed:                                                                                      $________________________

Please make your check payable in US funds to Miniature Book Society, Inc. Credit cards may be used 
through PayPal, an internet credit card service. Use PayPal account “Miniature Book Society, Inc.” and send 
payment to Mark.Palkovic@uc.edu. Then send form to address below with notation of PayPal payment. Visit 
www.paypal.com for more information on using PayPal.
Mail form and payment to:
     Miniature Book Society
     Conclave XX Registration
     Mark Palkovic, Executive Secretary
     620 Clinton Springs Ave.
     Cincinnati, OH  45229

Registrations must be received no later than August 31, 2002. No refunds after this date.
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We reach over 500 
people who love 
miniature books.

Isnʼt there something you 
would like to tell them?

     
 Full Page Back Cover   7.5"x10"  $115
 Full Page Inside Back Cover  7.5"x10" $100
 Full Page   7.5"x10"  $90
 1/2 page Horizontal  7.5"x4.75" $55
 2/3 page Vertical (two columns)  5"x10" $70
 1/3 page Vertical (one column)  2.36"x10" $40
 1/3 page Square (two columns)  5"x4.75" $40
 1/6 page Vertical (one column) 2.36"x5" $25

The fine print:
 The preferred format for ads is a .tif file. If you only have 

text we can use a .doc or .txt file or you can even send text in 
an e-mail. If you have a photo or art work we can scan it, or you 
can scan it at 300 ppi and send us a .tif or high resolution .jpg. 
Full page ads may be camera ready or digital files. If this is 
greek to you e-mail Jill Timm for help at jtimm@aol.com. 

For a 10% discount on ads 1/3 page or larger the same ad 
must run 4 consecutive times, and a check for the full ad run 
must be sent with ad. Make check payable to MBS, send to Jill 
Timm (address on page 1).

We now have a new person to help with adverting,  Jon Mayo. 
Jon will be happy to talk to you about your advertsing needs. 
Contact Jon Mayo at microbib@sover.net or 802-773-9695. The 
actual ads still need to be sent to Jill Timm.

Bibliotheca Thurkowiana Minor
See story on page 12
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President’s Corner

The plans for 
Conclave XX in Cincinnati, 
which are outlined in the 
January Newsletter, are 
really exciting.  Conclave 
weekend is the high point 
of the year for miniature 
book lovers and I hope 
that as many MBS mem-
bers as can be there will 
register and attend.

In 2003 the Conclave 
will be in Toronto, in 
October, hosted by Paul 
and Mary Devenyi.  The 
Conclave Committee is 
still looking into the pos-
sibility of holding the 2004 

Conclave in England.
The Nominating Committee is 

hard at work considering the Board 
and Officership positions which will 

be open this year.  If anyone wishes 
to be considered please contact 
Evron Collins.

The MBS 2002 Yearbook is com-
plete and will be mailed shortly.  
Many thanks to Phil Morrison for 
doing this valuable and very diffi-
cult (I know how hard it is, I did it 
for the last two years) job.

Mike Garbett and  I are orga-
nizing our annual pub lunch for 
MBS members  in London on 
Saturday May 11th.  Please come 
and join us!

Neale Albert

This issue is over shadowed by 
the loss of two members—both in 
January: Charlotte Smith and 
Stanley Marcus.  Frank Anderson 
has also provided us with a nice 
remembrance of “Peter Putter” 
Frank Teague.

Guus Thurkow’s miniature 
library looks breathtaking—at least 
from the pictures anyway.

Word about MBS and miniature 
books keeps popping up.  
Congratulations to Pat Pisner for the 
nice article on her miniature rooms 
in “N, The Magazine of Naples” 
(Naples, FL February 2002).  
However, we scooped them with 
our April 2001 issue.   “Wired” 
(April 2002) pp. 28-29 of all places 
(its a magazine for computer high-
techs) features what they say is the 
“smallest book in the world”.  The 
hi-tech angle is the printing tech-
niques in such a small space.  
Angelika Jaeck confirms that the 

title they are using is really 
“Bilder ABC” by Faber 
and Faber.  The “smallest 
book in the world” ha, we 
know better.  Even Ripleys 
“Believe It or Not!” has 
gotten into the act with the 
claim of a Brazilian month-
ly newspaper called 
“Vossa Senhoria” that is 
only 3/10 x 9/10 inch by 
16 full pages.

 April means that 
Spring is coming.  And 
you know what that 
means:  garage sales, flea 
markets, auctions, paper 
& ephemera shows—
happy hunting.

Editor’s Word

Dean Gattone


