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2019 MBS
Membership Renewal

If you haven't already, it's time
/- to renew your MBS membership.

We ask all Personal & Business Members 10 please nform
us of any changes 1 your comtact information. You can
download the membershap form from our website and maxil
it m, or use the website “Jom™ page to pay as an “Exsting
Member”

To mail in:  Doomna LaVallee, Memberstup Coordmator
178 Brewster Street
San Francasco, CA 94110

doonaMBSmembership @ gmal com
Or use our PayPal account: cathseMBStreas@ gmarl com




PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

The change of seasons is always an inter-
esting tme of year as the weather turmns
from cold to colder, the bright colors of the
o fall folsage that lit up the landscape are

Sy but a distant memory now,

With the new year comes a time of reflection and
to revisit where we have been and where we want to go
in the future,

Our Conclaves are always special events and
Charlottesville was no exception. Well done and con-
gratulations 10 everyone for making it a success, The
next Conclave is scheduled to be held at the University
of Indiana, Lilly Library in August; please do plan on
attending

The new MBS website has brought in many new
members and a retuming component will be the
Resources' page for member presentations. An addi-
tional feature to be added to our For Families & Teach-
ers/Activities & Tutorials’ page will be a wniting contest
focused on the book collections of young bibliophiles. 1t
iathedﬁldnnoltodaytrmvdnbmneouromng
membership. Joan Knoertzer is chairing this commit-
tee,

We are an organization of wolunteers and with
somewhat limited resources it is important to engage
the entire membership to fully grow the organization.
Some of the new member names you will be seeing are
focusing on our Student Grants; producing our Hand-
book; and overseeing the Facebook Media

Mﬁmmnwmmbchanmhﬂnm
et us all stop and take time to reflect on our lives and
how we can bring more joy and happiness to those we
interact with each day.

1 hope everyone had a very happy holiday season
and | wash all a healthy and prosperous New Year,

Thank you,
- Jim
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FROM THE GUEST EDITOR: TODD SOMMERFELD

For those of you who don't know me, I'm a fill in
the blank’ kind of guy. If something needs done, I fill in
and get it done, which is why you find me in the editor's
box now. [ am hoping to see someone else’s name in this
place, so please do contact us if you have graphic arts
skills and would like to tackle this important job,

Starting with this issue you will notice a new sec-
tion titled To Be Continued... which replaces the
Miniature Book News, and 13 1n honor of MBN editor,
Julian Edison, who was fond of ending miniature book
conversations in this way. In it you will find a delightful
article by Cynthia Cosgrove about the bindings on
Schloss’ Bjjou Almanacs. Because Julian left such big
shoes to fill it will take all of us to make this new feature
A 3ucCess.

Please think about your niche collection and con.-
sider writing about it. If you don't think you can write an
article, let us know and we will help.

I hope you all enjoy this humble effort and hope to
see you all in Bloomington! #

“Julian was devoted to the Mbmance Book
Society from it's beginming and wrote the
Miniature Book News bgfore it became in-
corporated mro The Miniarure Book Soctety.
He would be 50 pleased with
“To be confinumed., . . ”

"I hope that youwr interest in misiatwre books
will add as much pleasure to yowr lives az @t
did fo Julian's, mot fast from the books, b

Tha eetratices is wed
.‘..,_..;,( Srom the relationships he had with 20 many of
e 1dustratce you "

see L ~ Hope Edison




SoME Bic NEws

If you know Tony Firman then you
already know we think he's big stuff,
Sixty-two books published through

his Plum Park Press;

President Stephen Byrne, the 2017

reciprent of the MBS

Conclave favorite speaker; long time
chair of the Distinguished Book
Award Committee and someone who
18 always ready to share his talent

and knowledge.

Firman announced that Bntish

chosen, by then

Glasgow Cup; a

author, Simon Garfield, has asked

him to produce extra coptes of Simon's new book Minia-
ture in miniature, seen above in full aize and in Tony’s
mininture handy work.

“This has been a very exciting project.” asnys Tony. “It
makes me feel as though I have arrived.”

Tony Firman, in 2017,
receiving the Glasgow
Cup Award froms Pres:.

dent, Stephen Byrne.

Garfield has allowed Tony to
produce an open edition in mina.
ture of Miniature., Releasad in
Great Britain on November 1, 2018,
to be available 1n the States n
March., »

Garfield became an MBS
member so he could attend
our 2017 Conclave 1n San
Francisco. He could be seen
chatting with many of our
attendees, asking:

“What got you interested 1n

miniature books™ _»
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2018 DISTINGUISHED BOOK
AWARD WINNERS

Congratulations to the winners: T

Pu Sweet, Publisher, Bo Press

» Miniature Books, Riverside California

THE WINDHOVER

“.every time [ cead it, |
want to chout with joy. |
tried to get that same
emotion into the binding and presentation.™
Pat Sweet,

—— | Sue Huggins Leopard, Publisher, Leopard

i Studio Editions, Rochester, New York
89, LXXXIX, (WworD)

“What became clear and
interesting to me.. was that |
was commenting on the use of color in her

-

(Emily Dickenson) poems.” Sue Huggins
Loopand:

‘; Patrice Miller, Publisher,
| Aredian Press, Dallas Texas

THE MARSHES OF GLYNN

“T found (this poem) haunt-
ingly beautiful and (Sidaey)
Laniec's personal story.. exceptional.” Patrice

Milles,

.*\g
Daformanon, phosss & commenss wiod wih S pronisivon of Mt wvwar:

Congratulations also to our MBS Award Winners:
AndersonYarnell Award: Michael Garbett
Nosman W, Forgue Award: Gabrielle Fox
Glasgow Cup Award: Cathie Abney (nght)
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CONCLAVE XXVI - /
CHARLOTTESVILLE bl &
VIRGINIA

No one can say that August 2018 1in Virgmua wasn't hot
But it didn't stop, a near record, 97 MBS members from gathening
o pay tnbute 1o charter member Caroline Brandt, who bas never
mussed a conclave.

“Dear MBS friends,

Whar a wonderfid Conclave! My axpectations were s
passed . Moy thanks are due 20 all who contribated 1o the
hage number of keeprakez. They are all deawe|fl ord interest-
ing. | was happn to add my exhibition catalogue to the lisr
Everyome was 20 lovely 10 me and 20 complimersary of the
Swall Library’s beawifd exkibivion of »y "Eminert Moda-
marks for their fine work

& was wonderfid to zee 50 may old friends and to meet
naw ones. My years with owr Society are amongst my happeest.
And I it ke G queen & the Barnguet with all the accolades
and gifts, crovwmed wirk the beaseiful wreath of hearts creased
by ow supersalersed twira, Dovocky Yule and Swsan M
Yude... My hecrpfelr thavks 1o you all.

Thavek You Thank You Thank You!
~ Caroline Brand:

The Unsversaty of Vargimia and our own, Molly Schwartz-
burg, curator of the Albert and Shirley Small Specsal Collections
Library, assembled a remarkable dusplay of minsature books from
Caroline's 15,000 she has archived there. Carolme’s wreath of
hearts was made and presented to her at our Sunday Awards Ban.
quet by members Dorothy Yule and Susan Hunt Yule

Although Charlottesville was dealing
with the annsversary of the uafortunate not of
2017, we remained focused on our purpose, en-
joving fnends and promotng an interest in
munature books

Contmmnd 0n wOXT page
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We emjoyed many activities despite the temperature. Frday
evenang started off nght with the Silent Auction and dinner fol.
lowed by our Live Auction, with Greg Jung of PBS Galleries
agun at the podium. Sadly, Greg passed away earlier thas year, he
will be greatly mussed Both auction ded well and brought into the
general fund a total of $5,203,

An early Saturday momang tnp to Monticello imcluded a
wonderful tour of The Jefferson howse and a3 beautiful walk
arcund the grounds Of course the shade of
the many trees provided a cool spot for en-
joying Mr. Jefferson's ice cream. There were
also many smuling faces and full shoppang
bags Jeaving The Jefferson gaft shop.

Pat Caermarven-Smith gave one of
the three workshops avalable at the Conclave. Pat handed out
packets for all ber listeners and urged them to write with purpose,
plot and passson. At the second workshop Tomy Firman gave a
talk and a wonderful demonstration on creatmng tight mimiature
bandings. Then Gabrielle Fox, narrated a shide show of her own
beautiful and artistic bound mansature books,

The Virginia Center for the Book offered a tour and recep-
tson for us, whach was casual and comfortable, allowmng for great
conversation and mteraction.

Sunday everyone eagerly awasted the openang of the MBS
Book Far. Tine Krijnen and ber husband Hans, members from
the Netherlands, were just one of the 2§ vendors who participated
We also had a first ime particspant, Eli Kahn, attending hus first
Conclave, worked the Lux Mentis vendor table.

Even sharmg the hotel with the secunty personnel brought
i by the city didn’t dampen the enthusiasm that anyone who has
ever attended a conclave expenences. We wished our men m blue
“Have a safe day” and offered our vocal support

Of course, Joan Knoertzer, thought we were cheening for
the Unsversaty of Michigan  .®
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, NOW TO THE OTHER SIDE
I: 2‘; OF THE WORLD.

Japan

IN 2006, MBS MEMBER, MIYAKO AKAl FOUND THAT MOST
PEOPLE IN JAPAN WERE NOT FAMILIAR WITH MINIATURE
BOOKS. SHE WANTED TO FIND A WAY TO MAKE IT EASY
AND FUN FOR EVERYONE IN JAPAN TO TAKE THEIR OWN
MINIATURE BOOK INTO THEIR HOMES.

WHAT TO DO?
SHE HAD A FRIEND WHO HAD A
GUM-BALL MACHINE ~ GACHAPON.

. MIAKO MAKES MINIATURE BOOKS
~ MAMEMON.
SO WAS BORN THE — MAMEMON GACHAPON.
EACH MACHINE IS TOPPED WITH A LIST OF THE AVAIL:
ABLE BOOKS FOR THE MONTH, THE ARTISTS GATMER
AND STUFF 100 CAPSULES WITH COPIES OF THEIR OWN
MINIATURE BOOKS, WHICH ALL GO INTO
THE MAMEHON GACHAPON AND THEY
SELL OUT EVERY MONTH. COSTING ONLY
100 YEN (LESS THAN $1 U.S. DOLLAR), AT
LAST COUNT THE TOKYO MAMEHAN
GAPHAPNO HAD SOLD 18,300 MINIATURE
BOOKS. M




SCOTS AMAZED AT THE
PROLIFIC PRESS OF WORLDWIDE
MINIATURE BOOKS =~ ™owbtm

In a wee, wee tonn,
It 2 wee, wee room
Was a collection of wee, nee boolks.........
mmndshhlbebeomin(ofawow‘or)mdﬂ&u In
fact, the “wee, wee tovm' 1s Wigtown m Scotand. Even though itis a
very umall tovn, 2t 13 Scotland's Nabonal Book Town, and each year
there is a ten day book fessnal which attracts vesstors from all over

the world, They come 1 10 histen to authors and racomseurs talking
aboust thewr mew books and thewr sometsmes amanng escapades.

It was within thas Festival that 1 was able, with the help of Jan and

Helen Macdonald (of The Glensfier Press), 1o present an exdubmon
of nunanare books. lan armanged for me 1o use the Quaker Meet
ing Room m Wigtown for six of the ten days. Posers were made,
fivers taken to the Festnval office and vanous other venues, and we
were set 1o present our exhubiion. Jim and Elame Brogan were vis
inng, 3o the MBS had representation at the openung day of the
Presdent, two Life Members and a past Preudent. MBS bterature
was placed for people 10 pick up. The books for the exkubiion
were from my personal collection, and selecting the 80 mndivdual
books and two bookcases full of doll house szed books made me
really exanune what 1 wanted 10 portray as a representation of the
puniature books mailable wocldwade,

Being in Scothand 1 coukdn'’t omit books published by David Byrce
of Glasgow, nho was perhaps the most prolific minsature book pub-
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On daplay at 2ue Wigtons Book Fewaval nas 2 samplhng of Seephen & Maran
Bymee’s prvaze collecnon. Fhosogrophe are cosrseay oF Elase Brogan.

lisher ever. Also mchuded were books from the Gleniffer Press and
myv ovn Final Score. Other books, from all over the world, were se.
lected to show the artisac creations of present and past book makers,
artists and publishers. There were some wonderfudl bindings and
some quirky ttles and contents. Ian provided posters from an exdubs
tion at the Nanonal Librasy of Scotland, which had been about Davd
Bryce books and those from the Glemuffer Press. 1 also placed several
reference books around the room %o demonstrate that there s a
wealkth of literature about maniasure books.

It was very interesting to see the reaction of most of the 250 or so
people who visted the exhubison as they entered the room. Expres

Press ‘Ole King Cole’, tha
marvel of 2 book which 15 contimued on mexs page

Mintature Book Socsety 11



caly lmm square, Answenng the many questons people asked
sometimes taxed the bran and the memory, swometmes caused
lsughser (not & the expense of the vimtor) and sometimes required
detuled explanation of the pansing methods used,

lmadcssunmbookmén«ubum,mdéxm
people nrote demonntrated the wonder they felt at seeing the books.

Thmhptodnmmd’tbe%)ﬁnmlhmm

Wigtomn who sponsored the exhubion, providing the room and re-
freshenents. _»

DT L T O T KD (3
CONCLAVE XXXVII

The Lilly Library
Indiana University
Bloomington, Indiana
August 9 - 11, 2019

S FOTIF I LI EI D

Bloormington is nestled 1n the rolling hulls of southern
Indiana. Our friendly, safe and imvitng environment
embraces vigtors and ideas from across the globe
A 7/ Diooemuneion 1 o

MOre AOrmALOn Conung Soon.
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“A MATTER OF SIZE:

MINIATURE TEXTS & BINDINGS”
From the Collection of Patricia J. Pistner

THE GROUER HOSTING RARE MINIATURE PUBLICATIONS
March Sth - May 19, 2019

Thousands of years before books were comtamed
within a hand-held techno-logical tablet or phone,
there were cuneiform tablets no bigger than the swze
PRy of a quarter. In the second floor gallery of the

' Grolier Club wall be 275 rare dimunutive texts and
bundmngs from around the world that have been created over the
span of 4 500 years These tiny tomes range in saze from a maxi-
mum of four inches 1o Jess than one mullimeter. Drawn from the
collection of MBS member, Patricia J. Pistaer, the exhubstzon
represents the hastory of the book m mimiatare form

“My intenrion with this exhibit is for each
person to begin to understand how impor-
tans these tiny tomes are, not only to me,
but also to their previous owners. " Pistner
said, ~ These books form a tangible con-
nection o the past with all of those who
advanced the design of the book, including
the aurhors, tradesman, artist, dealer and
collector who appreciated and wunderiook
the challenge of making miniature books. "

Thas exhsbit mncledes cunesform tablets and other antiqui-
twes, medieval manuscripts and early pnated matenals, books and
bindmgs by women, Bengaman Frankln and Abraham Lncoln sm-
priots 23 well as contemporary design bindings and artssts” books

conttvand o next page
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The exhabstion s sedected and organized by Pistner, along
with Jan Storm van Leeuwen, former keeper of rare bindings at
the Royal Library in The Hague and winner of the ILAB Bres.
laver Pnize for Bibhography for hus important study, Dutch Deco-
rated Binding in the 18* Century.

A collector of mumature books for over tharty years, Pust.
ner's love for very small tomes began at the age of seven when
she began “publishng™ tiny books for her first doll's house. As
an adult, her passion was reignted after beang mspired to fill the
small library shelves of the mimature French townhouse she had
commussioned

“The plan to fill that hibrary with real, readable, prnted
mumature books led to assembling the most aesthetically compel-
hing, representative samples of the hustory of the book 1 the
smallest formats ™~ says Pistner. "My bope 15 that fellow biblio-
philes find tonses here that spark their interest and Jead to an -
creased mterest m and respect for the format ™

Highlights mclude:
Cuneiform Tablets and other examples of ancient
texts dating from 2500 BCE
Hyakumanto-darana. Nara, Japan: ¢ 764-770 CE,
among the oldest, block printed texts, housed 1 its onginal
wooden pagoda
Almanac, written i the style of Nuremberg writing masters,
Diocese of Bamberg, c. 1450, sllustrated manuscript on vel-
lum, with seven colorful astronomacal and astrologacal car-
cular diagrams, one with a multi-colored patterned center.
piece, with a pinhole for a volvelle
Seprem Psalmi poenitentiales. cum alijs muitis de-
votizsimo orarionidus. Ac Kalendario Gregori-
ane. Venetis: Nicolaus Musseninus. 1593, meas-
uring a mere 24" tall, ths binding has rock
crystal covers pamted mn reverse 1 the verre

églomisé depicting St Frances recenving the
stigmata and the Adoration of the Mag

14 Minsature Book Society



Enchiridion plrefclare ecclesie Sarum .. [Book of Hours, Use
of Salisbury|] Pans. Widow Thielman Kerver, 1528, prninted
by Yolande Bonhomme, the only female printer mn Pams
and daughter of the famous prmter and bookseller, Pasquier
Boshomme. This elaborate mosare bandang by Lostic was
done in the 19* century for Charles-Louss de Bourbon
(bookplate). The book is in Latin but the captions are mn
English

Bud's Egg Néceszare for Sewing XKit,
with Eoremnes a ['anocence [including an al-
manac)], Pans 1820, a very rare type of object,
which was not made for any practical purpose,
but s a thing of beauty and was probably
given by a young man 1o has beloved, -

Bibliothéque portatsve du voyageur, 33 vols. 1801 1804, Na.
poleonuc era traveling hibeary housed 1n a book-shaped case
contans a collectron of works wnitten by the most famous
French wnters

The Proclamation of Emancipation. 1862, The first separate
pranting i book form of the Emancipation Proclamation
that the Union Army distributed i the South.

\

ExBabitsoms aze open to the public free of charge
THE GROLIER CLUB
47 East 60 Street,
New York, NY 10022
212.838.6650

: "
waw. groherchob org ”

Exformation fo¢ Sus article u talces from The Gecliar Clol press release topplied
by Pat Pistnee. All phctos are soed wv the permismca of Pat Pistne
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L B /o honor the mary yearz of warelfisk service that was pro-
\W/ vided to the MBS by Julian Edivon. Julian contributed
W sncosnted research articles to the Newsletter that were
W E @ sowce of interest fo our members. For those tha were fortuncle
to bwow and speak with Juliam, you will cevraindy remember he froquersh
ended s comversations with the words: “To be contimued ... ",
As research tpe articles are submitsed ro the Newslerter, they will ba pub.
lished 1 this new foatwre with the hope thay will be a jay for all readers.

~ The phrase To be continwed” 3 saed with the permission of Hope Eftson ~

Bindings Of The English Bijou Almanac

When Albert Schioss began publisheng the Bijou Almanac
i 1535 he was clearly imnspuwed by earbier micro -maniature
Cyurkia  vized almanacs groduced m Austna, Germany, and France
Cosgrone They were all created in a stunningly small 64mo foemat,
approxamately 2.0 X 1.5 cm or less. Ty encugh to bold on the tip of
vour finger, they were 50 delicate that a breath mught blow them away
Bt Schloss ook hus Eaghiah almanacs 10 the next level of sophsvtica-
tson with an amarmng array of bindimgs, cases, and custom presenta-
tons. This tamed the lListle books into dazzhing, multi-hued gems of
beauty, rarsty and destrabality. His sumgptoous and jewel-hike treat-
ments of the Byou made sure it hived up %0 1t's name

There ae § editsoms of the Byow Almanac, one for each year
froen 1836 through 1543, but collecting » ungle complete senes of the
texts 1 barely enough 1o show the true magic of these msumatures. Foe
each year, the vanety of bindings that were produced seems 10 be end-
bess. As an enthusaastic collector of the Byou, | have atempeed 10
photograph, or acquire photographs of every binding example avaul
able, and each year | come across several new designs | have never
seen before.
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Usifying attnbutes of the Biyjou inclode gorgeous gildeng of all
text block edges. gt toolmg m varyving degrees of mtncacy, and a
(wswally) marching or (rarely) coordinating shpcase A marrow nbbon
was pasted between endpapers 10 allow for easy extraction of the book
from the shpcase The text block 1 sewn mto fomr quires of 16 pages
each and case bound with esther colored, heavywesght paper, or mo-
rocco beather. Coatemporary advertising stated that vellum was also
avalable. The morocco bandings sometimes have a contrasting color of
leather calay. The publacaticn date s occassonally featured as part of
the banding décor.

The Biyou s one of the few maniature books %0 have s’ onn
teference volume. From the 1969 book, Schloss Byow Almanac J830.
1843, author lan Ban includes a repnint of ongmal advertiung, degact-
ng the optsons for purchasing an almasac The denomunatyons ae o
shillings (s.) and pennses of pence (d) when there were tweany shullings
10 a pound and twelve pence 10 the shalling The kst below 1 repro-
duced from Baun's L B T
book and ® 1 a e . ~
heipful guide in wry- RIS v
g to match the sur- o
viving almasacs of ~
today with Schloss'
onginal descriptors

The starting price for am almanac was one sballmg. six pence.
The “lughly embellished case™ m the advertisement most likely refers
10 the shpcase and the base price bindsng matenal was probably papes
For a bat moce than double the price, theoe sballings, 2e10 pence, you
could purchase an edstion bound m morocco or velbam

The sext option lited s for “Exara cases neatly covered with
velvet cr mococco”, prace two shallings, sax pence Thas surely descrsbes
the lovely boxes designed to house the almasac 1n a presentation case
The cases themaelves came i several nzes, shapes, and levels of hax-
ury, renging i pace up 1o seven shallings, sax pence




Ascther option avatlable 10 enhance your Byou presemtation
was a mimature magnifying glass 1o read @ with  These were made of
sortoiseshell, erther m a standacd shape, or i a fanceer design where the
magnafier could be folded o nself 1f it was posssble 10 enter Schloss’
book shop and select an almanse ca the spot, the grand total for the
costhest Byou would amount to tharteen shillings, six pence Since
there were twenty sballmgs 1 a pound, that makes the almanac seem
like a true bargain. But 10 bnag some perspective, the anaual wages of
servasts o the tume ranged from ten to forty pounds annually. It w prob-
able the Byow was wtended for loftaer ladies and gentieman

Puctured below are some examples of the “bassc” banding
These e bound m paper, beautsfully stamped with gt  The coloes are
w jewel-tones and the desagms ace seemuagly end-
less. Even though the leather bindings onginally
cost more, | asm always thrlled %0 come across a
beautifully preserved paper copy. They smust have
been true treasures 10 thewr owners o have sarvived
s0 well
' Whale most of the extenoe slpcases were an
sdentical match 10 the mtenoe bindungs, there was some leeway al
lowed, although the colors of both were nearly always the same. Below,
left, = & photo of one braght pusk anding and slspease m a fabulous flo-
ral pattern. This desapn was likely applied with a single gils stamp. Be.
low, center, i a slipcase with the same floral stamp and a double flower
desapn om the Bending, thes e s baght crange Below, nghe, 1 a com-
bination of slipcase and binding whach were puschased together re-
cently, but wath colocs and patterns that do not masch Were they sold
that way onginally”? The answer s sakaoun




Mortocco busdungs, pricser than their paper counterparts, wese
also avaslable = many colors and patterns. Addimosal color combana-
tons were ackeeved with leather onlays. A small assortment 15 shown
below. Several of these are utle stamped, “The Enghuh Byouw™, the
same tstle given to the firmt Buee edmions of the almanac from 1836
through 1538 Although 1t was mever shown
on the bindings or shpcases, the edations from
1539 through 1543 were enntled “Schloss's
Enghsh Byou Almanac™ on the tithe page
"Extra cases,” or more accurately, presents-
ton cases, were the next step up i Byou
bling. and Schloss offered many amazing op-
nons. The sumplest were rectangudar, covered m vehvet or morocco,
and gt stamped on the cover weth a utle, often charmungly abbresuated
Lmed wyth velvet and wilk satin, they kept their contents safe and soug
The magmfier was advertised as optsomal On the unaller cases it could
be secared withn the msude upper cover by a saten nbboa Withn the
shightly lasger cases, a recessed area, desapned 10 hold the magmfier,
made it an wmtegral part of the presestation
Two sazes of presestation case are shown at the left
The smallest 15 pust large enough to hold the book
withun it's velvet mntenior. As a col-
lector who espoys dusplaymng my
books 1 2 scale hbeary, thus case s
a personal favorste. Only 3 % em
wide, ot s truly tmy Grander m
desagn 15 the larger rectangular
J cave, with the magnafyng glass re-
cessed, and the almanac bessde 11 Notably, the velvet mience of these
cases coordimates with the overall presentation In the smaller case, the
hight agus velvet hasng and darker aqua morocco covenng must have
been chosen 1o go together [n the lasger case, the baalliamt green velves
lining enhances the green onlay of the almanac

contenid o neLl page
Misnzature Book Socty 19



Even ssore luxunious are the cases which were “elegasaly ildo-
manated and beautsfully galt” Below are two examples Both have the

moge expensive and elaborately designed folding magmfier msade
Many coloes of Jeather onlay adomn the case tops. Remunuscent of jew-

stop with advertised fare for s Byou,
The bespoke and canom bandings whach
he created for presentatyon copees and

and collecting of Mr. Johan Eds-
son, we know of a very special
peesentation bundsng  that was
designed for the bunth of Queen
Victona's first daughter, the
Prmcess Royal Pictured on page 97 of the reference by Anne C. Bro-
mer and Julian | Edsson, Mosarwre Books, 4,000 Years of Finy Treas-
wres, this almasac was acquired by Edsson from the Speelmann collec-
taom, but there are carlier records of at's fascinating hastory. From the
January 20, 1841 newspaper, The Wolverhampton Cheonicle and Staf-
fordshire Advertiser, there 15 a remarkable account

"Mz, Schloss had the bomour of attending at the Castle, on Moa-
day week, for the puspose of laying before her Muyesty, Prance Albent,
and the Duchess of Kemt, copies of has Bilou Almanack, most elegantly
and wperbly got up for the occanon Each almanack was enclosed n a
case of elaborate mosaac work, upoa whach were the itials of the illus.
mous parties for whom they were wmtended They were enclosed n
mother-of-pearl cases, 10 the form of a beart openng with a bange, on
the top and botsom of whach were the intials and an mapenal crowm,
elaborately chased, ennched by the rose, shamrock, and thastle. Accom-
panying each almasack was a powerfial though mamature magmfying
glass, beautifully mounted m gold and mother-of pearl. An almanack,
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&< . 2ot up m the same mannes, O the Princes: Royal, was lnd before
the ilustious pamty a1 the Castle. An outer case, composed of nich salk
velvet, of royal blue, enclosed cach of these choace specimens of Eag.

hsh wockmanshup, talent. and taste. The Wlustnious
party expressed themselhves greatly pleased with
the style and elabosateness wath which these ele.
gant bitthe bypous were produced ™

From the reference by fan Ban, the smage
to the nght shows a custoe: case with 2 porerait of
Prince Albert, a special magnsfier, and. possibly, a
“spring fasteming” The secomd mmage s of the
Bijou presented to the baby Princess Royal her
very first book.

As a purveyor o the Brtish cromm,
Schloss capialized on Bis success and created 2
banding with the central dessga emblematic of the

Prince of Wales, featuning the Prince’s three feathers stamped mn gold.
Two examples are shown below, with sdentscal stamgung on differem
combenatsons of morocco calay. The samse case 15 used for each, wwth

the top shown n the thard photo below

] Schioss clearly had a flar for
marketsng, and masaged 10 get
M his almamacs mto the possession,
not only of rovalty, bt of many
| celebritses of the day.  As a pre-
vicusly saknown Germas smms-
gramt and moeschant. thes was a coup for Mr,

m Schioss. The English Byjou became has eatrée mio

for cetera meany - eiceteny!

fascenatsng circles of Bamish soceety as he later
vevched to & carcer m the theatre business.
Note: What does “&c” mean? In Latm “&"
means “ef”. Using “ct” thes “¢ ™ whih vands

consrnand on v pags
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Thete s evadence of several special bandings of the Byjou, mont
likely grven as presentation copies from Ms Schloss humself From an
auction not so lomg ago, | discovered a Byou with the mystenous s
tals of S ELB | in a hean-shaped case wuth mother-of peat] magns-
foer, (pacvured night). Some research led me 10 the name of Edward Bul-
wer-Lytton, a popular Victonan novelist who penned what 15 asguably
the most famous opeming hne of a book, “It was a dwk and stormy
night” [a sprte of being mach-maligned 1oday, the haghly memorable
woeds caught the magination of the publc and Bulwer-Lytton grew
nch and famous from several bestsellers Since they weore contemporar-
1es, and known 10 each other in thewr day, | belseve it o likely that
Schloss presented thes Biyou 10 the well-known suthor.

From the Chamtic's auction catalog of the
Houghtoa collection, plate § sem 304, s 2
customs Byou usmilar %0 the presentation 10
the Jeft. It s described as having the 1840
editson of the Byou Almanac, but the case s

sad to have a date of 1842 ca the hd Both
ma“:’m‘* the presentation case and the bunding are

Towns Gerwaryy descnbed with the matials WCM From

farther reseasch | dascovered thet WCM s
most probably Willsan Chasles Macready, the msont famsous Shakespear-
wa actor of has tume. Bulwer Lytton and Macready comresponded and
collaborated om the creation of playy for the theatre, wyth Bulwer Lytton
seeking Macready's mught oo effecuve playwnting Images of the
Macready almanac, from the Houghton catalog. are shonn below.
Theee »  one
English  Byjou
Almanac 1 my
collectzson whach
does not seem 1o
fit aay of the

above categonies. Pezhaps ot wan a bespoke bindsmg It s
one of my favorses because the presentation looks so much like a lasger
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book, sbrunk to dollhouse smaze. The roval blue marocco shipcase
wider than that of a standard Byjou, and opens from the side mnstead of
the top. It 1 also surdser than the basic Byjou shipcase and the spane 1
gkt 100led 10 grve the smpreson of ramed bands. A matchung leather
wrapper encloses the almanac so n fits perfectly msde the case The
cover of the case s it stamped with the utle and year, The almanac
bending 1 also a rare deugn, with three colors of morocco aad the weed
Byou gt stamped on the roval blwe spine. The front has a whate
leather onlay with four stamped gt designs and a ceotral calay n red
morocco, ttle stamped = gmlt, The Englud Byou | Bave never seen
another of Schloss” almanacs with this seemungly rare restment, shown
below. Have you? _»

I would love 10 hear from ary of you about the topic of The English
Biou Almanac. [f you have impst to odd 2o the subject, please got
in ouck My igGrmation i listed in the MBS membership rozter
as well as on the MBS Facebook page. Please share photos of any
Byou bindings you have and I will add them to the darabase | am
creatinmg. Who knows what mew and yet o be discovered treasures
are out theve? Wirh the amazing variety of Byou bindings discow
erad 1o date, anything is possible.
- Cynthia Cosgrove
cynthia cosgrove@pmail com

Note: All color photos 00 2f iteess @ Cynthia Cosgronve s pemanal collection, wnless otharnise
noted and we oead with by parmanion. lssages on page 17 & 22 ae being vand snder the "Ny
oo e under US copymght b
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